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1.	What	are	the	things	the	child	sees	on	his	way	to	the	fair?	Why	does	he	lag	behind?

Ans:	The	child	sees	a	number	of	things	which	fascinate	him	on	his	way	to	the	fair

First,	he	saw	toys	at	a	shop.

Then	he	saw	a	flowering	mustard	field.

In	the	fields,	the	child	saw	dragon	flies	bustling	about	on	their	wings	and	a	lone	black

bee	in	search	of	sweetness	from	the	flowers.	

Then	while	walking	on	the	footpath	he	was	attracted	by	the	insects	and	worms.

As	he	neared	the	village	with	his	parents,	he	saw	huge	crowds	of	people	going	to	the

fair.

The	child	also	came	across	a	sweetmeat	seller	selling	sweets	like	burfi	and	gulab

jamun.

A		little	further	he	came	across	a	flower	seller	who	was	selling	a	garland	of	gulmohar.

Walking	ahead,	he	saw	a	man	selling	rainbow-coloured	balloons.

He	also	saw	a	snake	charmer	who	stood	playing	a	flute	to	a	snake.

Finally,	he	saw	a	roundabout	in	full	swing.

The	child	keeps	lagging	behind	his	parents	because	the	child	is	fascinated	by	all	the	things	he

sees	on	his	way.	At	times,	he	stops	to	be	able	to	buy	toys	and	at	other	times	he	stops	to

admire	the	beauty	of	the	nature	–	collecting	flowers,	catching	butterflies.

2.	In	the	fair	he	wants	many	things.	What	are	they?	Why	does	he	move	on	without

waiting	for	an	Answer?

Ans:	The	child	wants	many	things	in	the	fair.	They	are

A	particular	toy	and	all	the	balloons.



Burfi	from	the	sweetmeat	seller.

Garland	of	gulmohar.

A	ride	in	the	roundabout.

The	boy	moved	on	without	waiting	for	an	Answer	because	he	knew	that	his	request	would	be

denied	at	each	step.

3.	When	does	he	realize	that	he	has	lost	his	way?	How	have	his	anxiety	and	insecurity

been	described?

Ans:	He	realizes	that	he	has	lost	his	way	on	reaching	the	roundabout.He	stopped	to	observe

it	moving	in	full	swing,	with	men,	women	and	children	enjoying	themselves	on	it.	Watching

them	intently	he	turned	to	his	parents	to	ask	for	permission	to	go	on	the	rounds	but	there

was	no	reply	from	them.	He	turned	to	look	for	them	but	they	were	not	there.	He	looked	all

around	but	there	was	no	sign	of	them.	A	full,	deep	cry	rose	within	his	dry	throat	and	with	a

sudden	jerk	of	his	body	he	ran	from	where	he	stood,	crying	out	in	real	fear	“Mother,	Father.”

Tears	rolled	down	from	his	eyes.	Panic-stricken,	he	ran	from	one	side	to	the	other,	in	all

directions,	knowing	not	where	to	go.	His	yellow	turban	came	untied	and	his	clothes	became

muddy.	Having	run	to	and	fro	in	a	rage,	he	stood	defeated,	his	cries	suppressed	into	sobs.

4.	Why	does	the	lost	child	lose	interest	in	the	things	that	he	had	wanted	earlier?

Ans:	The	lost	child	loses	interest	in	the	things	that	he	had	wanted	earlier	because	he	was

panic	stricken	on	being	separated	from	his	parents.	All	he	wanted	was	to	be	united	with

them.	All	the	things	that	attracted	him	in	the	fair	no	longer	tempted	him	and	now	the	only

thing	that	mattered	was	finding	his	parents.

5.	What	do	you	think	happens	in	the	end?	Does	the	child	find	his	parents?

Ans:	In	the	end	the	parents,	who	continuously	kept	checking	to	see	if	he	was	with	them	right

from	the	beginning	of	their	journey	may	have	suddenly	realized	that	he	was	missing	and

come	looking	for	the	lost	child.	The	kind	and	understanding	man	who	tried	to	console	the

little	boy	by	offering	him	various	things	at	the	fair	may	have	also	asked	him	for	some

description	of	his	parents	and	helped	him	to	be	reunited	with	them.


