The Rattrap

Textual Questions
Comprehension Questions
A. Choose the correct alternative:
Question 1. The peddler sells

a) rattraps of wire
b) sweets of sugar
¢) fruits
d) toys

—_~ A~ A~ o~

Question 2. The world itself is a

(a) big rattrap
(b) big well

(c) big village
(d) big market

Question 3. The peddler’s pastime is to

a) sell rattraps

b) sell sweets

c) amuse the children
d) help the poor

—_~ A~ A~ o~

Question 4. Edla was the daughter of the

a) peddler
b) ironmaster
c) villager
d) forester

—_~ o~ o~ o~

Answers: 1. (3)
2.(a)



3.(a)
4. (b)

B.Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each:

fRufifad Ud® Uy &1 IR 30-40 Vsl # ST

Question 1. From where did the peddler get the idea of the world is a rat trap?

TRIaTe &1 I8 foaR Fal 4 1T fh TR U geat 62

Answer: The peddler used to sell rattraps. He got the idea of the world is a rat trap from
the rattraps that he sold. He equates worldly attractions to baits such as cheese and
pork that we put to trap rats.

TRIaTe gRal-al sdT SRl 4Tl I8 f[aaR & TR T ggar! €, Wiidard & 3 dgal-al
YOI g3l o8 a8 o<l 41| 98 Yk BN b1 ol Il ! derar arehl diell o
TR TUT G3R & AIY ¥ BT 3|

Question 2. How did the crofter behave with the peddler after opening the door?
(S. S. Exam 2018)

SR @hIUeR) A gR Wie & UYTq hilare ¥ &al JdgR faan

Answer: As soon as the peddler knocked at the door of the crofter to ask shelter for the
night, the crofter opened the door and welcomed him warmly. He gave him supper and
played cards with him until bedtime.

S g1 Thilara 3 THiER A Id & ol IR A1 & ol IUPT gR Weder, SHieR A
SIS W T 3R IHT THIRT T WHTd fopdT| I I8 HiviH fear ik Jid 99 d%
IYP 1Y AR ST

Question 3. What made the peddler think that he had indeed fallen into a rat trap?

HaTa &1 I8 8 TH § 31 f 98 Joa U gral # %y T 82

Answer: The peddler was wandering in the forest and was unable to find a way out. He
recalled his thought of the world being a rattrap. He thought that bait of thirty kronor
had lured him like a rat. He felt he had been caught in the trap.



oTe TIaTelT SiTTe H o 8T 4T 3R I T 781 17l I8T T, FUR b el g1 BT SHbT
ﬁaﬁﬁ@m&%w I T o N IR A 39 98BI Hifa aara forn g1 39 @ a8
ST § B T g |

Question 4. Why did the ironmaster speak kindly to the peddler and invite him
home, and why did the peddler decline the invitation?

AT ABR A BRidTd ¥ SATdaTgdd a1 &I I T 39 TR THEAT Fi fovam 9 BRiard A
S{THAT Bl 3RATHR | [T

Answer: The ironmaster did so because he had mistaken him for an old acquaintance in
the dim glow of the furnace. The peddler declined the invitation since he had stolen
money from a nearby house and was afraid he might be recognised and caught.

Hferp AR = T 39T e, Fifes I I (hiard ) yt &t efiedt Azt & v
R aRkfd Tae fomn o1 htard 3 Tt g far, Fifes 39 Ul & T A 9 U
TRIT | g 98 S a1 YT foh IY UgaM foran Sem SiR a8 sl Sie |

Question 5. What made the peddler accept Edla Willmansson’'s invitation?
HRIaTe - TSol e & a0 &l 7 WHR B form

Answer: Edla insisted on his staying with them over Christmas Eve. She told him that he
would be allowed to leave them just as freely as he came. Her persuasiveness and
friendliness made the peddler accept her invitation.

TSAT - S fhamy &1 qd Fem IR 3 1Y 383 W oIR | 39 39 &gl foh 98 oA
& T I 81 Td BT AT 3 & folu| ST 3mrg iR fIaTIR WU & BRI
TRIard = I9&T A WieR & foran|

Question 6. Why did Edla still entertain the peddler even after she knew the truth
about him?

TRIAd & I9 B o4 & 916 W Tgar A 39T 31w i foear

Answer: Edla, the kind-hearted girl, wanted to entertain the poor hungry peddler over
the Christmas Eve. She wanted him to enjoy at least a day of peace with them. That is
why, even after knowing the truth about him, she entertained him.



TSdl Ud a1 asd! At | 98 SR Y BRiaTd &1 fhady &1 Jd FeT TR S1fag B
argd! A1 98 rgdt Ot fb Blare $8 W $1 Te a7 37 1y 1= ¥ g | Tg! HRUT AT
fb 3D IR T a0 &I S & dTacig U I I9HT iy faan|

Question 7. Why was Edla happy to see the gift left by the peddler?

TRIATA gRT Ble T IUER DI ¢ TSl G T &1

Answer: The peddler left for Edla a rattrap and the money he had stolen. He had
requested her to return the money to its owner. Edla was happy to see the gift at the
thought that the peddler had repented over his misdeed.

THRIaTd - TSl & ot U et SR U1 IRIAT g3 & B faun| 399 taan ¥ fdea
o U1 fob 98 I 4 Bl ISP ARl I el ¢ | TSl 39 IUSR &l WP 59 foarR A
G ot f RIaTel P 370 R HH DI UHTAY |

Question 8. What was the reaction of the peddler after stealing thirty kronor of
the old man?

JG Afad & o IR TR & IURT BRiare & a1 Ufdfehal §5?

Answer: As the peddler walked along with the stolen money, he felt quite pleased with
his smartness. He turned off the road into the woods. He lost his way in the forest. The
forest seemed to him like a prison from which he could never escape.

Sfel Th_TaTell TRIY §Y & oI bR T 6T UT, I8 3T =Teleh! TR Yr¥ HEYH PR 31 UT| I8
AT ISABR ST H I UST| 98 ST | AR Yedh 7| S IY Sfd DI avg o ofgl 9
98 Yl 81 e Fahdr Ul

Question 9. Do you think that the peddler is a great philosopher? Explain.
3{TUh! T RN & fob RIaTA T Hg™ aRifd 57 JHeISU|

Answer: The peddler is a great philosopher. He says that the whole world is nothing but
a big rat trap. All the good things that are offered to anyone are nothing but cheese and
bits of pork, set out to drag a poor fellow into trouble.

ATl U ST gRife 81 98 Hedl ¢ foh I8 IRT IR U ST g g | IRT st el
ofl ol 1 4t Uy b1 SiTelt &, fordll TRIe bl ORI & 1o & fog Toirg 78 TR 87R Y3R
& HIY B hel &b faal oo o T8l B




C. Answer the following questions in 125 words each:

i Ude U &1 IR 125 Usal | ST

Question 1. What did the peddler say about the world being a rat trap? How did he
once get into a trap?

WA A qea U TR & IR H 1 Hgl? 98 U IR offd H by W T1T?

Answer: The peddler described the whole world as a large rattrap because in his view it
had never existed for any other purpose than to set baits for people. It offered riches
and joys, shelter and food, heat and clothing, in just the same way as the rattrap offered
cheese and pork. As soon as anyone was tempted to touch the bait, it closed in on him,
and then everything came to an end.

Greedy persons being tempted to material things become prey to worldly pleasures and
find themselves within the rat trap. One day the peddler was tempted by the thirty
kronor of the crofter. He stole the money. For fear of being caught, he got into a forest.
It was a big and confusing forest. He walked and walked but could not reach the end.
He felt trapped. He himself had got into a trap.

TRIaTe - IR IR & T ggar! & U H aivfd feedr ife 39 fdaR H IR &1

3T A ATl ! A & fTe AT | for TR gga! 98! &l derd o forg TR 3R
G3R BT A IR & ¥4 H U¥Jd Bl 8, 31 34! UHR TR arll &1 JYfs g TR, W63 o
RIF 3R YIS, THige I HUS Udd BT 3|
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Question 2. Why did the ironmaster insist on taking the peddler home? Why did he
change his attitude later?

Aol AR A AT & TR & o1 R 1 SR f&ar? 39 a1 | (U 3991 i ggd fear

Answer: When the ironmaster saw the peddler at his forge during an inspection, he



mistook him for an old acquaintance who had served with him in a regiment. Since it
was Christmas Eve, and the ironmaster lived alone with his only daughter for company,
he wanted the peddler to accompany him to his house and celebrate Christmas. He
desired his company on this festive day and so insisted on the request.

When the peddler appeared before the ironmaster in his house the ironmaster saw that
he was not the regimental comrade that he'd thought him to be, and that he had
brought home a complete stranger. This disappointed and annoyed him for the peddler
had not spoken the truth and had let the ironmaster to be deceived. This changed his
attitude towards the peddler.

W9 ATfer AR 3 a0 & SR stk H BaTa & &, dl 399 TTedt ¥ 39 3U-!
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Question 3. Attempt a character sketch of the peddler in the story ‘The Rattrap’.
Eh?'l‘ﬁ ‘The Rattrap’ o Blara o IRF-fE S|

Answer: His personality:

The rattrap peddler was a poor man who lived the life of a vagabond. He had a great
imagination. He wore rags, his cheeks were sunken and hunger gleamed in his eyes.

His livelihood:

He went round selling self-made small rattraps of wire. This wire, he got by begging. He
had some human weaknesses like thievery and begging to fulfil his basic needs. Devoid
of any sheltering place, he spent his nights wherever he found shelter.

His philosophy:
He feels that the world is just like a big rat trap. It exists only for the purpose of setting
baits for people. According to him, all the riches, joys, food, clothing and shelter are just



baits. If and when, anyone touches the bait, the rattrap closes on him. Then everything
comes to an end.

His inner goodness:
Influenced by Edla’s good behaviour, he repents over his misdeed and returns the
money stolen by him.

TP AfRIea:
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Question 4. Who was Edla? How did she change the peddler’s behaviour?

vedl B A7 I BIAA & FdgR ! [T TSR IS

Answer: Miss Edla is the eldest daughter of the ironmaster. She lives with her father. As
for her appearance, she is not at all pretty but inwardly she is a most beautiful lady. She
is very modest, kind and generous.

Miss Ella has a deep insight into human psychology. She easily understands why the
peddler was so reluctant to accompany her. She tells the peddler that he may leave
them just as freely as he had come. She wanted to have someone with them on
Christmas. This shows she was not only generous but highly religious also. When her
father was determined to expel the peddler from his house, it was Edla who did not let



him go. It shows her sympathetic nature. It is her gentle, kind and respectful behaviour
towards the peddler, which changed him and made him embrace goodness.
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Question 5. How did the rattrap peddler lead his life and why did the peddler sign
himself as Captain von Stahle in the end?

Iga! ST aTe ST Sia ¥ YR Feid Bl U1 Td I 3fd & 70T §AI&R B
41 ¥gd & ¥U 4 i fhar

Answer; The peddler is a very poor and homeless man. He goes around selling rattraps
of wire. He makes the rattraps himself. He collects the material for making rattraps by
begging in the stores or at the big farms. Although he works very hard yet his clothes
are in rags, his cheeks are sunken and hunger gleams in his eyes. He sleeps wherever he
finds shelter.

He resorts to petty thefts just to keep his body and soul together. His sufferings make us
sympathise with him, and even though he steals and begs, he is not bad at heart. Upon
being treated well and kindly by the ironmaster’'s daughter, he turns to goodness, and
thus experiences an upliftment to a higher status.

Thus, he signs himself as Captain von Stahle-the man he was equal to now. As a matter
of fact, the peddler turns to a new start in life due to ironmaster’s daughter, Edla, whose
behaviour inspired him.

tfaren sgd e sufekd 81 98 dR &1 S+l ggar-1dl s fhrdl § | 98 Jeal-ai @l
ST 8 | TeaH! S BT IHH 98 ©RI A1 98 WA J AR 1T § | I 98 dgd Hie




TRSH BT & TUIY IHeb DUS e U &, IHb T 48 §U T | 74T T It 3@l H
aﬁ;ﬁmﬁ%ggaﬁ@n&nm%aﬁ@m% g8 fad 3fUAT Sfigd = & fore S1dt At
HAT B

IP BV & HRUI HSD! ITY TIIYd Bt &, T a8 IRI Hvdl ¢ 9 ¥ ANTaT g, I8
ford o1 R1 T ¥ 1 HIfreh TER & G 3131 Ud STy Siid bl ST WR a8 SeTs bt
3R GSdT 8 T 399 U I Wik R 3319 Bl 3IHT HT 5 |

3oy 98 W & folT HP af Wed P U H XNER P 3- 98 AR [o1P el I8
S UTI 3raferad I8 § for Biiara Aifeles AR &1 9t & Y<Id8R & HRUI 81 Siid Bl =g
3T & Ul URd gl

D. State True or False:

Question 1. Miss Edla is the eldest daughter of the ironmaster.
Question 2. A peddler is a poor man.

Question 3. The ironmaster came for the daily inspection of his factory.
Question 4. The peddler goes around selling rattraps of wire.

Question 5. Mjolis is a card game of Sweden.

Answers:

1. True
2. True
3.False
4.True
5.True

E. Creative Writing:

Have you known or heard of an episode where a good deed by an act of kindness has
changed a person’s view of the world?

T O g T g1 ST 1 T § O] fodt 3w a1 gardarygul i 3 fdt aafad &
TR & Ul 7oA BT e foar gz

Answer: In this respect, | would like to share an incident from my own life. | was



studying in the tenth standard. | was taking my practical exam in chemistry. When the
examiner called out my name, | shyly went up to him. He began to ask me questions. In
the meantime, my teacher Shri K D Mittal told the examiner that | was the best student
in his class. | was a poorly clad village boy.

The examiner looked at me in surprise and asked me a few tough questions which |
could not answer properly. | was utterly upset and sorry for having let my teacher down.
| thought my teacher would be angry with me.

He would scold me. But contrary to my apprehensions, he took me to his chamber,
smiled and asked me not to take that failure so seriously. He further told me that it was
not my good day. | instantly learnt to react differently.

O ey & H oA Sfiae &1 81 U "ol & GAHT g | H audl we H ugdr ol H T
ORI 1 T URI&T & Y81 1| §1e UR1&1 = BR1 A GobRT, H FpaTd §U I7b U
U1 B T3 U IS TR &R |
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Additional Questions

A. Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words each:
frafefed sl & ¥ Ude &1 IR 30-40 Yedl H ST

Question 1. How did the peddler make the rattraps? Was his business profitable?

RIaTel eIl [y UHR ST UT? 1 BT HGH ATHGIS UT?

Answer: The peddler made small rattraps of wire. He made them himself at odd
moments from the material which he got by begging in the stores or at the big farms.
His business was not much profitable.



TRIaTel dR &1 BIc! ggal=al S SRl UT| 98 Sfd-ad WY 3 31 axgsf I ST Hal
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ATHGTID g Tl

Question 2. Why was the peddler amused by the idea of the world being a rat
trap?

3 % U RaT 6 T RR ST ) e o @

Answer: The peddler led a very hard life. He sold rattraps for livelihood. The world had
been very unkind to him. He did not like the world at all. So, equating the world with
such a bad thing as a rattrap amused him.

TRIaTel BT STa- 98 81 B8 HRT UT| I8 MU Siifads! Iam & fore ggar-ar S=ar ol
TR I U 9gd a1 el 8T UT| 98 W9R DI foepd Ui Tl Hal 4Tl SHia IR
! I Tgat o G Dol Y HAT I HARSId A T

Question 3. What did the peddler do for a livelihood?

RIATe ATSTidehT B o bRl UT?

Answer: He used to sell small rattraps for his livelihood. But as it was not a profitable
business, he used to steal small things as well as begging for his livelihood. Even so, his
clothes were in rags, his cheeks were sunken and hunger gleamed in his eyes.

3Tt 3MTelifaesT & foTT a8 BICH gear-al =1 BT YTl i Ig b arHegs Faury gl
YT 3{cl: I8 ST TSP o oY BICT-BICT ol IR B AT SR g | B o7l bR
i TP BUS B-RM Bl U, TP el ¢4 U U 3R ST i # Y@ s ysdt ot

Question 4. Why did the peddler resort to begging and petty thievery?

TIaTelt HIg AN g BIE-AId) TRAT B BT BTH T BT UT?

Answer: The peddler used to sell rattraps as a livelihood. His business was not especially
profitable. So he had to resort to both begging and petty thievery. Even the material he
used for making rattraps was obtained by begging.

ThRIaTell MTSiifaehT o 7T JaTal SaidT UT| IY ST H Plg WA dTH el Biell Tl
39ferY I Hikg HT1 @ BIA-AICT =R, T 81 b B Usd U1 Tgl e fob ggam]
S B URgad g ararr a4 39 YR 9 8 uTed gidm ol




Question 5. What kind of life did the peddler lead?

[al

AT fh g UBR BT Sitd Haid Bl UT?

Answer: The peddler sold rattraps for a livelihood. He lived the life of a vagabond. He
simply plodded along the road and was lost in his own meditations. His life was very sad
and monotonous.

Tr_IaTel STifaeT & forT gRal-ar sadl UT| 98 YHd ®1 St Siidl 47| 98 a% Hoesd Isd
OR AT @l 4T 3R (U g1 f3aRT & Wt Igd1 4Tl ST Siiad dgd g&lt d -k ATl

Question 6. What kind of treatment did the peddler usually get from the world?

THIIATA B UT: GOR I fhg YHR BT Td8R f&adr U?

Answer; The world had never been kind to the peddler. He lived the life of a vagabond
and plodded along the road. Nobody cared for him. There was no place in the world
where he could expect to be welcomed.

AR BtaTet & Ul S AT 81 8T 41| a8 Teb Y b1 SfiaT Sl T 3R qSehl IR
HedhdT Ygdl UT| fhdt 1 SUP) Ware el Y | TR # U1 dis R a1 U7 STgf a8 U
GNTd B ST &1 3T BT 81

Question 7. What was the peddler’s favourite pastime?

AT & folt IHY did B4 &1 O Fqrem &y UT?

Answer: The peddler was a neglected creature in the world. He was always lost in his
own meditations. He thought of the world as a rat trap that tempted the people to be
caught in it. This thought was his favourite pastime.

TRIaTe 9OR | T IUTerd UTul oT| 98 SHRI 304 &1 foaRl # | Igdl U7 39 9UR U6
TR TRTAT T Sl Tl bl S B & folu Ser=ndT o1 I8 faaR 39 fore Iud dld
A BT U Ire= T |

Question 8. Did the peddler expect the kind of hospitality that he received from
the crofter?

T AT I T 3Mfay ot 3r0e A S97 I/ THICR @prues) I firar ur?

Answer: The peddler sold rattraps and nobody cared for him anywhere. Ordinarily, he



met sour faces. He was usually not welcomed anywhere. So, he did not expect the kind
of hospitality that he received from the crofter.

TRIATT dgan-ar sadl AT 3R Big o Fg! Ht ITd! tRaTe ! dxal AT | 3R 39 gomgul
g FHad | ITHI: el HI STDT WGITd el fhdl ST UT| 37d: o aig &1 3fifad 39
SHIER @pTueR) A fire 3Tt siuer 39 T ot

Question 9. Why was the crofter so talkative and friendly with the peddler?

SHIER @hIteR) BRiara & Ufd Sa-1 ST iR o or?

Answer: The crofter did not have a wife or children. He was all alone. He was happy to
have someone to talk to in his loneliness. That is why he was so talkative and friendly
with the peddler.

SHIER (hIUeR) & Udl 3R 9= Tal U1 I8 e d fdha UT| 30 3{dhau- § H1s a1 B
T e T TR 98 G AT1 T8 HRUT 4T {6 98 Wiiara & Ui ST art ofR fie-eR
T

Question 10. Why did the crofter show the thirty kronor to the peddler?

SHIGR (@PTUeR) = BlaTd Bi o IR ol fe@ma?

Answer: The crofter did not want to conceal anything from his guest. He had earned
thirty kronor last month. He showed thirty kronor to the peddler to make him believe
that he had earned the money only last month.

SHIGR (h1Fex) 31U+ Sl T o ot fesurr =&l argar U1l 397 fUsd T8 i Bk
HHR Y| I BT BT 1Y HI-R SN fear difes a8 fay o= I f ST a8 U
EENEHEEZIR

Question 11. Did the peddler respect the confidence reposed in him by the crofter?

STHIGR (PI%eR) = S HRINT WiaTel | G, o1 hRiard = 39 R &1 {H 3@T?

Answer: The crofter told the peddler almost all the details of his life. He did not want to
conceal anything from him. But the peddler did not respect the confidence reposed in
him by the crofter as he made off with the money from his house.
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Question 12. Who supported the old crofter when he was unable to do day labour?

9 g SHIGR (hitex) fad 1R &1 Aol a3 & SR 81 7T T I I TgRT B UT?

Answer: When the old crofter was unable to do day labour, it was his cow which
supported him. He sold her milk. That cow was extraordinary. She gave milk for the
creamery every day. He could earn thirty kronor in a month.

d 9 STHIGR (h1UeR) fGTHR Bt Tolgs! dHRA | Sra 81 T o7 79 I9H! T DT
TeRT 1| 98 IUHT g oFaT Y| 98 T SRl Y| a8 ufdfer S & fore gy gl &t a8
Ueh {18 H T bR HHT ol Tl

Question 13. How did the rattrap seller steal the crofter’'s money?
JeaH! oA d1dl A SHIGR @IteR) &1 - fhd YR TRA?

Answer: The rattrap seller thanked the crofter for his hospitality and went away. The
crofter locked the house and went to milk his cow. In the meantime, the rattrap seller
returned. He smashed the window pane, took the money and went away.

e g aTd A SHiGR (h1UeR) B I9b T & forg e=gare faar siR =@ |
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Question 14. Why did the peddler come to the crofter’s place after half an hour?

THIIATT 319 g0 & dI¢ 39 THIGR (hIUex) & TR ol S1T?

Answer: After half an hour, the peddler returned to the crofter’s place to steal money.
The crofter had kept his money in a leather pouch hanging on a nail in the window
frame. He smashed the window pane, stuck in his hand, and stole the money from the
pouch.

3 YU & §1S, HRIATAl SHigR (h1UeR) & BR 4 TR dlel| 39 STHIGR @hIeR) 7 3O
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Question 15. Why did the peddler not walk on the public highway? What
difficulties did he face?

TRIaTel oD TSh A I el 12 IFehT ATHAT foh S-Sl 4 g3HT?

Answer: The peddler did not walk on the public highway because he was afraid of being
caught with the stolen money. Thus, he travelled through a big and confusing forest,
where he lost his way and faced a lot of difficulties.

BaTel Qe Tga U SHie gl a1 Hifd I IR §U ¢ Figd Uhs oM &1 4
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Question 16. How was the peddler lost in the forest?
WIaTell ST H fohg YR A Hedh a1

Answer: Afraid of being caught, the peddler got into a forest. The forest was big and
confusing. The paths twisted back and forth very strangely. He walked and walked but
could not reach the end of the forest. He was lost in the forest.

Uebs S & HI | Bfarell Ueb STl H G 1| STl ST d YTHSD UT| I 3foile S8
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Question 17. How did the peddler feel on getting lost in the forest?

SHTE H Yoo o R T A ol Aeqy fear

Answer: The peddler felt himself to be a rat who had been caught in a rat trap. The
money he had stolen seemed like a bait. The whole forest seemed to him like an
impenetrable prison from which he could never escape.

taTel 4 98 I bl geamt | Bl g BI Hifd Aegd fohdT| IS gRT TRMAT g3 4 I
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Question 18. What did the forest remind the peddler of?

ST A TRare &1 fbg a1d &t are faa &)



Answer: Being caught in the forest, the peddler recalled his thoughts about the world
and the rat trap. He had let himself be fooled by the bait of thirty kronor and had been
caught in the forest which was the rat trap.

SIS H R thRlaTel Bl HAR 3IR Yeal o fawd | 30+ =R I1q 3T 98 19 IR
Ut e I T F9HR (ST =01 geart H) W 147 ATl

Question 19. What was the condition of the peddler in the forest?
STC H thtdTel i T &R i

Answer: Caught in the forest, the peddler was in bitter gloom and despair. He saw no
way out and he sank down on the ground, tired to death. He thought that his last
moment had come.
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Question 20. How is the wood compared to a rat trap?
ST @1 g gea! ¥ s TR &1 713 82

Answer; The rattrap seller entered the wood so that he might not be caught. But it was
a very big and confusing forest. Just as a rat gets caught in a trap, he got caught in the
woods because of the thirty kronor bait.

JRa! ST aTell SiTTe | g9 T fifch a8 Uehsl 1 S1Y | TR SiTel 9gd §8T 3R YA bR
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Question 21. What type of sounds were heard in the forge?
SASER g TR Y el gomg et o7

Answer: The big bellows groaned and the burning coal cracked. The fire boy shovelled
charcoal into the maw of the furnace with a great deal of clatter. The waterfall roared
outside and a sharp north wind whipped the rain against the brick-tiled roof.
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Question 22. Why did the blacksmith not notice the man until he stood close to
the furnance?

AR (& ) A AR ¥ Y Afad R dd 9 ol & g] fad1 oid da [ 98 Hel &
e @1 781 g1 T

Answer: There were many sounds to be heard in the forge. There were sounds of
bellows, burning coal, the roaring of the waterfall, heavy rain over the brick-tiled roof.
Probably due to these sounds, the blacksmith did not notice the man until he stood
close to the furnace.
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Question 23. What do you know about the ironmaster?
TR & HRE & AP & [ T 31T T S 57

Answer: The ironmaster of the Ramsjo Iron Mill was a very prominent figure. His
greatest ambition was to ship out the good quality of iron to the market. He inspected
his iron mill regularly to see that the work was done in the best possible way.
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Question 24. How was the ironmaster different from all the blacksmiths?

Ironmaster (HITeTe dIgR) 30 AR ((Hfed) ¥ fhd UdR e UT?

Answer: The ironmaster was very wise and alert. When he was on his night inspection of
the iron mill, he noticed a tall ragamuffin. The ironmaster did not follow the example of
the blacksmiths who did not look at the stranger. He walked up close to him and looked
him over very carefully.

olig & BRI P AT Fgd glc&HH a?l? TqdD 1| 59 98 dlg & PREM 4% A b
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Question 25. What did the owner of the iron mill tell the peddler about his family?
Why did he request him to come to his home?

dle & HRE & W A BRI ¥ 304 TRAR & IR H &1 Hel? 399 ST 309 &R
I P UTFT Y Bi?

Answer: The owner of the iron mill mistook the peddler to be his old friend. So he told
him all about his family saying that his wife was dead and sons were abroad. There was
no one at home except his daughter and himself. He requested him to come along with
him to join the Christmas feast.

et Fire & |iferes = HRiard ol TTeidl I 31U+ QRHET iz 9y foran| 31d: 39 39 30
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Question 26. Who was Edla? Why did she come to the factory at night?

TS B Ut 98 Id | Tacd! T s

Answer: Edla was the eldest daughter of the owner of the Ramsjo Ironworks. She had
come to know that an old acquaintance of her father was staying at the forge. She came
there to persuade him to come with her and stay with them.

TSl YRl AT P Aol bt g dat act M| ITH! ag udl o 17 T fob I furan
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Question 27. How was Edla able to get success in persuading the peddler to come
with her to her home?

TSAT BRIATd & 370 TR O Ia & o 1ol B | v IRg THhd 8§52

Answer: The peddler was not at all ready to go with her. The lady was all for having him
in their house on Christmas. She assured him that no harm would be done to him and
that he would be allowed to leave whenever he liked.
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Question 28. What were the feelings of Edla when her father was determined to
expel the peddler from his house?

wq;w%ﬁmﬁa@ﬁmﬁﬁmﬁ%%umﬁwwmﬁwﬁ
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Answer: Edla did not want to let the peddler go. She sympathised with him. She
thought that he had nowhere to go and he was always in the danger of being arrested.
She wanted to give him at least a day of peace.
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Question 29. What were the fears of the ironmaster after knowing in the church
that one of the old crofters of the ironworks had been robbed by a man who went
around selling rattraps?

9 B g S & a5 o5 Tt & U R iR &1 ¥ et A e foran § < ggarh
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Answer: When the ironmaster came to know in the church that one of the old crofters
of the ironworks had been robbed by a man who went around selling rattraps, he
realised that the same person was staying with them and that he must have made off
with his silver spoons.

o9 et ATfeies &1 = § I8 UdT el o ggar! ao- ard fardt SaHt = thact & Ua R
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Question 30. What is the moral of this story?
T T 7 e forerdt 82

Answer: The story conveys the message that acts of kindness and good behaviour can
change even a criminal mind. It gives the lesson that we should treat everyone with love
and kindness.
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B. Answer the following questions in about 125 words each:

fRafafad Ul 7 Ul &1 ITR THIT 125 Ysal A SHTT:

Question 1. Describe the events that led the rattrap peddler to give up all hope of
survival in the woods.

31 g1 BT qUH HIFY [T HeRaed ggal s9- ard A STd 8 shifdd o g o
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Answer: After stealing the money from the crofter, the rattrap peddler walked into the
woods to evade arrest. It was a big and confusing forest which he had gotten into. He
tried to walk in a definite direction, but the paths twisted back and forth.

He walked and walked without coming to the end of the wood, and finally, he realized
that he had only been walking around in the same part of the forest. He recalled his
thoughts about the world and the rat trap.

He had let himself be fooled by a bait and had been caught. Darkness was already
descending over the forest. This increased the danger, and also his gloom and despair.
Finally, he saw no way out, and he sank down on the ground, exhausted, thinking that
his last moment had come.
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Question 2. Why did Edla still entertain the peddler even after she knew the truth
about him?
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Answer: When Ella’s father came to know that the man whom he mistook for an old
acquaintance was someone else, he ordered the peddler to leave his house at once. But
his daughter Edla was a kind-hearted girl. She wanted to entertain the poor hungry
peddler over the Christmas Eve.

She could not get away from this idea all at once. She thought about this stranger. She
told her father that the peddler walked the whole year long and there was probably not
a single place in the whole country where he was welcomed and could feel at home. She
also told him that he was chased away wherever he went.

He was always afraid of being arrested and cross-examined. She wanted the peddler to
enjoy at least a day of peace with them. That is why, even after knowing the truth about
him, she entertained him.
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Question 3. How does the peddler interpret the acts of kindness and hospitality
shown by the crofter, the ironmaster and his daughter?

SR (BITeR), A & HREM & HIfCID 3R D! T gRT SR TS garedm 3R sifafy
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Answer: The poor peddler does not often get kind treatment. He is used to being badly
treated. The crofter gives him food and shelter and reposes extreme confidence in him.
But the peddler makes off with his money.

As for the ironmaster, the peddler befools the ironmaster by not revealing to him his
real identity. He intends to take advantage of the situation. The behaviour of the



ironmaster’s daughter changes his life. Even after knowing that the peddler is not an old
acquaintance, she treats him like a real captain. Her kindness dispels the malice that he
had for the people around him. He gives up his bad ways and leaves for them a gift, a
letter and thirty kronor to be given to the crofter.
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Question 4. What made the peddler finally change his ways?
HRIaTd & a8 H 3fId: fpy a1 § GUR 3
OR

Describe the events which changed the peddler’s way of life?
I I3 BT JUIH HITSTY fTg1- ThRIaTd & Sita 1 fe=m &l gaa faar

Answer: The peddler was a poor man. He sold rattraps. He did not earn much money by
selling rattraps. So at times, he used to beg or steal. He was never welcomed anywhere.
Nobody cared for him. So he had developed a kind of aversion to the people around
him. He did not care for them.

That is why he paid little attention to the good treatment that he received from the
crofter. When he was mistaken for a captain, he made use of that situation. But finally,
when he came in contact with the ironmaster’s daughter, his sensibilities got stirred.

For the first time, he realised that the world was not so bad and that there were some
agreeable faces also which anyone could rely on. His meeting with Edla made him
change his ways.



TaTell Ueh TRIS 3MGH! Y| 98 Gal-dl Sadl Y| geall sgb 98 SaTal U Tgi S
Y| 3gferg HH-HH a8 YR AT U1 a1 TR B olaT UT| STHT Hot W WA el fbar

SITdT UT| TS IYh! URATE 8! HdT YTl

MY I S0 S-UM & NNl Th UHR 3 gUlT 81 T3 &Y | 98 39! URdTe el Pl
7| T8 HRUT g foh ITA THIGR & GRT fhT 7T 3= TaER WR I3 4 I8! 17| 5 32
T & P IHS forar T a I 39 §TATd 61 BIaeT IS1AT]

TR 3Ick:, O 98 Whac] HTfCI Bl 9ct & T § AT a1 SHP! URIE sl Talierd &l
3311 Ugel 9R I Heqy gl fb I8 gfam 3l §X1 81 § 3R I8 [ $& HwTa JgY
%ﬁé%mmﬁéﬂ-ﬁl@ww qHhdl ¢ | TSAT YIB! JATHTd 3 ITb dR-adRP dGd

|

Question 5. Compare and contrast the character of the ironmaster with that of his
daughter.

el PREMH & HIfAd 3R ITD!T T & IRT ! a1 Difod |

OR

Give examples from the story ‘The Rattrap’ to show how the ironmaster is
different from his daughter ‘Rattrap’.

HEF U 39 3T B AT S ART HRW & HTfere ! 9D It ¥ i =i B

Answer: [ronmaster’s daughter is more persuasive —

We are introduced with the ironmaster and his daughter when they try to take the
peddler with them to their house. The former fails to persuade him while his daughter
succeeds in persuading him.

Daughter is more kind and generous -

Edla is kind and generous to the poor. She wants to give the peddler happiness and
peace of mind. Her father is a man of dry reason. He threatens the peddler as soon as
he comes to know that he is not the captain.

Daughter greater observer -
The daughter is a greater observer than her father. Seeing the peddler, she observes
that he is afraid. Either he has stolen something or he has escaped from jail. Her father



does not pay attention to all these things. In this way the difference in their characters is
quite clear.
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Question 6. “The story’ The Rattrap’ is a mixture of entertainment and
philosophy”. Explain.

"8I ‘The Rattrap’ RS 3R SRR HT {301 31" SUReN B |

Answer: The story ‘The Rattrap’ is entertaining and philosophical as well. The theme of
the story entertains from the very beginning to the end. The ironmaster mistakes the
peddler for his old friend. This episode amuses the reader a lot. There is humour all
through the story which gives it a lighter vein.

But the comparison between a rattrap and this world conveys a deep philosophical
message. This world provides us with the things that allure us. Just as a bait is used to
trap a rat, worldly enjoyments are used to trap human beings.

The story so beautifully highlights the human dilemma that one wonders in awe
whether one should accept the allurements or reject them. After reading the story, we
are forced to look at this world in a new perspective. It is therefore that, the story is a
mixture of entertainment and philosophy.
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Question 7. The peddler comes out as a person with a subtle sense of humour.
How does this serve in lightening the seriousness of the theme of the story and
also endear him to us?
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Answer: The peddler is a very poor fellow. He is uneducated and sells rattraps. He is the
very beginning raises a very pertinent question that has been perplexing a number of
thinkers for centuries. But he raises this question in a very light way.

The Geeta, the greatest book on the philosophy of life and the world, offers a way out of
the human predicament by propagating the theory of non-attachment. The peddler
returns the thirty kronor of the old man and leaves a gift for Edla and her father. It is an
act of ‘'non-attachment’.

The moment he gets rid of attachment, he feels elated, he feels free, he feels that he is
the real captain though he isn't. This is the magic of his sense of 'non-attachment’. His
treatment of such a serious theme is so light that we begin to love him.
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Question 8. The lesson ‘The Rattrap’ deals with ‘the human tendency to redeem
oneself from dishonest ways’.Comment on this statement.
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Answer: A peddler is a poor man. He sells rattraps. But he fails to make both ends meet.
Poverty compels him to adopt dishonest ways. No one cares for his feelings. He is
nowhere welcomed. These factors change him into a dishonest person. But Edla treats
him well and does not pay much attention to his demerits and vices.

His whole perspective is instantly changed. His will for the uncaring world around him
gets washed away and he begins to see the world as a good place. He feels
embarrassed for his evil ways and wants to repent.

He gives up his dishonest ways. He not only leaves a gift for Edla but also returns the
money which he had earlier stolen from the crofter’s house. Thus we see that the story
‘The Rattrap’ deals with the human tendency to redeem oneself from dishonest ways.
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Question 9. How does the metaphor of the rattrap serve to highlight the human
predicament?
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Answer: 'What is this world for?’ has ever since been a question that has perplexed even
the greatest of thinkers and philosophers. Even today, no definite answer can be given
to this question. The peddler used to sell rattraps and he equated this world to a rat trap



for the people. The whole world around him —is nothing but a big rat trap. It has never
existed for any other purpose than to set baits for people. It offers riches and joys,
shelter and food, and clothing exactly as the rattrap offers cheese and pork.

The allurements that this world offers to us tempt us and we get entangled. The peddler
suggests that we cannot but fall prey to this snare and that this is our fate. The
metaphor discussed above definitely highlights human predicament, i.e. we cannot but
be what we are.
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