
3General Knowledge & General Awareness

INDUS VALLEY CIVILISATION
(2500-1750 BC)

 The earliest excavations in the Indus valley were done at
Harappa in the West Punjab and Mohenjodaro in Sindh.
Both places are now in Pakistan.

Important Sites
 The most important sites are Kot Diji in Sindh, Kalibangan

in Rajasthan, Ropar in the Punjab, Banawali in Haryana,
Lothal, Surkotada and Dhaulavira, all the three in Gujarat.

 Mohenjodaro is the largest of all the Indus cities and it
is estimated to have spread over an area of 200 hectares.

ANCIENT INDIA

Major Sites Excavators Year River Location Important Findings

1. Harappa D.R. Sahni 1921 Ravi West Punjab Granaries, Virgin Goddess,
(Pakistan) Cemetery, Stone symbol of Lingam and

Yoni
2. Mohenjodaro R.D. Banerjee 1922 Indus Sindh Great Bath, Great Granary, Assem

(Pakistan) bly Hall, Proto-Shiva, Brick Kilns, Meso-
potamian seals

3. Chanhudaro N.G. Mazumdar 1931 Indus Sindh Bronze toy cart, Ink-pot, Lipstick, City
(Pakistan) without a citadel

4. Kalibangan B.B. Lal & 1953 Ghaggar Ganganagar Decorated bricks, ploughed field
B.K. Thapar (Rajasthan) surface, Firealtars

5. Lothal S.R. Rao 1957 Bhogwa Ahmedabad Dockyard, Rice husk, Fire altars,
(Gujarat) Double burial

6. Banawali R.S. Bist 1973 Ghaggar Hissar Toy plough, Gridiron pattern of
(Haryana) Town planning.

7. Dholavira R.S. Bist 1990 Luni Kutchh A Large well & a bath,
(Gujarat) A stadium

8. Surkotada J. Joshi 1964 — Gujarat Bones of Horse, Pot burials

Salient Features of the Harappan Culture
 The Harappan Civilization was primarily Urban.
 Mohenjodaro and Harappa were the planned cities.
 The large-scale use of burnt bricks in almost all kinds of

constructions are the important characteristics of the
Harappan culture.

 Another remarkable feature was the underground drainage
system connecting all houses to the street drains which
were covered by stone slabs or bricks.

 The most important public place of Mohenjodaro is the
Great Bath measuring 39 feet length, 23 feet breadth and
8 feet depth.

 Agriculture was the most important occupation. In the
fertile soils, farmers cultivated two crops a year. They
were the first who had grown paddy.

 Wheat and barley were the main crops grown besides
sesame, mustard and cotton.

 Animals like sheep, goats and buffalo were domesticated.
The use of horse is not yet firmly established.

 Bronze and copper vessels are the outstanding examples
of the Harappan metal craft.

 A large number of seals numbering more than 2000 have
been discovered.

3

Indus Valley Civilisation : An Objective Study

INDIAN HISTORY



4

Social Life
 Jewelleries such as bangles, bracelets, fillets, girdles,

anklets, ear-rings and finger rings were worn by women.

These ornaments were made of gold, silver, copper, bronze

and semi precious stones.

 Fishing was a regular occupation while hunting and bull

fighting were other pastimes.

 Manufacture of terracotta (burnt clay) was a major industry

of the people.

 Figures of animals such as sacred bull and dove were

discovered. The figures of Mother Goddesses were used

for religious purposes.

 Most of the inscriptions were engraved on seals. It is

interesting to note that the Indus script has not yet been

deciphered.

 The Pipal tree was used as a religious symbol.

 The origin of the ‘Swastika’ symbol can be traced to the

Harrapan Civilization.

 The chief male deity was Pasupati, (proto-Siva) represented

in seals as sitting in a yogic posture with three faces and

two horns.

THE VEDIC PERIOD

RIG VEDIC AGE (1500 - 1000 B.C.)
 The Early Vedic period is known from the Rig Veda.

 The Rig Veda refers to Saptasindhu or the land of seven

rivers. This includes the five rivers of the Punjab, namely,

Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas and Sutlej along with the

Indus and Saraswati.

 Historians view that the Aryans came from Central Asia.

They entered India through the Khyber pass between

2000 B.C. and 1500 B.C. They first settled in seven

places in the Punjab region which they called Sapta

Sindhu. Slowly, they moved towards the Gangetic Valley.

 The Aryan Civilisation was a rural civilisation.

Vedic Literature
 The word ‘Veda’ is derived from the root ‘vid’, which

means to know and signifies ‘superior knowledge’.

 The Vedic literature consists of the four Vedas – Rig,

Yajur, Sama and Atharva.

 The Rig Veda is the earliest of the four Vedas divided into

10 mandalas and it consists of 1028 hymns. The hymns

were sung by Hotri in praise of various gods.

 The Yajur Veda consists of various details of rules to be

observed at the time of sacrifice. Its hymns were recited

by Adharvayus.

 The Sama Veda is set to tune for the purpose of chanting

during sacrifice. It is called the book of chants and the

origins of Indian music are traced in it. Its hymns were

recited by Udgatri.

 The Atharva Veda contains details of rituals.

 Besides the Vedas, there are other sacred works like the

Brahmanas, the Aranyakas, the Upanishads, and the epics

Ramayana and Mahabharata.

Political Organisation
 During this period, the kingdom was tribal in character.

Each tribe formed a separate kingdom.

 The basic unit of political organisation was kula or family.

 The highest political unit was called jana or tribe.

 There were several tribal kingdoms during the Rig Vedic

period such as Bharatas, Matsyas, Yadus and Purus. The

head of the kingdom was called as rajan or king.

 There were two popular bodies called the Sabha and

Samiti. The former seems to have been a council of elders

and the latter, a general assembly of the entire people.

Social Life
 Family was the basis of the society.

 The head of the family was known as grihapathi.

Economic Condition
 The Rig Vedic Aryans were pastoral people and their main

occupation was cattle rearing. Their wealth was estimated

in terms of their cattle.

 Carpentry was another important profession.

RELIGION
 The important Rig Vedic gods were Prithvi (Earth), Agni

(Fire), Vayu (Wind), Varuna (Rain) and Indra (Thunder).

 Indra was the most popular among them during the early

Vedic period.

 There were also female gods like Aditi and Ushas. There

were no temples and no idol worship during the early

Vedic period.

Rigvedic Rivers

River Name in Rigveda
Indus Sindhu
Jhelum Vitasta
Chenab Asikni
Ravi Parushini
Beas Vipasa
Sutlej Sutudri
Gomati Gomal
Saraswati Sarasvati
Ghaggar Prishadavati

LATER VEDIC PERIOD (1000–600 B.C.)
 This age is also called as the Epic Age because the two

great epics the Ramayana and Mahabharata were written

during this period.
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 The Sama, Yajur, Atharva Vedas, Brahmanas, Aranyakas,

Upanishads and the two epics are the sources of

information for this period.

Political Organisation
 Larger kingdoms were formed during the later Vedic period.

 The king performed various rituals and sacrifices to

strengthen his position. They include Rajasuya

(consecration ceremony), Asvamedha (horse sacrifice) and

Vajpeya (chariot race).

 Kingship became hereditary.

 Kings assumed titles like Ekrat, Samrat and Sarvabhauma.

Economic Condition
 Iron was used extensively in this period and this enabled

the people to clear forests and to bring more land under

cultivation. Agriculture became the chief occupation.

 Taxes like Bali, Sulk and Bhaga were collected from the

people.

 Wealth was calculated in terms of cows.

Social Life
 The four divisions of society (Brahmins, Kshatriyas,

Vaisyas and Sudras) or the Varna system was thoroughly

established during the Later Vedic period.

 The Ashrama system was formed to attain 4 purusharthas.

They were Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha.

Religion
 Gods of the Early Vedic period like Indra and Agni lost

their importance. Prajapathi (the creator), Vishnu (the

protector) and Rudra (the destroyer) became prominent

during the Later Vedic period.

JAINISM AND BUDDHISM
JAINISM
 Jainism originated in the 6th century B.C. It rejected

Vedic religion and avoided its rituals.

 Founded by Rishabha Deva. Rishabha Deva was succeeded

by 23 Thirthankaras (prophets). Mahavira was the 24th

Thirthankara.

Vardhamana Mahavira (540-468 B.C.)
 Vardhamana was born in a village called Kundagrama

near Vaishali in Bihar.

 His father was Siddhartha. He was the head of a famous

Kshatriya clan.

 His mother was Trisala. She was a princess of the

Lichchhavi clan. She was the sister of the ruler of Vaishali.

 Vardhamana was married to Yasoda, a princess. They had

a daughter.

 At the age of 30, he left his home and family. He became

an ascetic (monk). He wandered from place-to-place in

search of truth for 12 years.

 In the 13th year of his penance, he attained the highest

spiritual knowledge called Kevalya or Jnana. Thereafter,

he was called Mahavira and Jina. His followers were

called Jains and his religion Jainism.

 He died at the age of 72 in 468 B.C. at a place called

Pavapuri near modern Rajgir in Bihar.

Teachings of Jainism
 The three principles of Jainism, also known as Triratnas

(three gems), are:

1. right faith.

2. right knowledge.

3. right conduct.

 Mahavira preached his disciples to follow the five

principles. They are:

1. Ahimsa—not to injure any living beings

2. Satya—to speak the truth

3. Asteya—not to steal

4. Tyag—not to own property

5. Brahmacharia—to lead a virtuous life.

Spread of Jainism
 Mahavira preached his religion in Prakrit language which

was the language of the masses.

 Chandragupta Maurya, Kharavela of Kalinga and the royal

dynasties of south India such as the Gangas, the Kadambas,

the Chalukyas and the Rashtrakutas patronised Jainism.

 Jainism was divided into two sects after Vallabhi Council,

namely Svetambaras (wearing white dresses) under

Sthulbhadra and Digambaras (naked) under Bhadrabahu.

 The first Jain Council was convened at Pataliputra by

Sthulabahu, the leader of the Digambaras, in the beginning

of the 3rd century B.C.

 The second Jain Council was held at Vallabhi in 5th

century A.D. The final compilation of Jain literature called

Twelve Angas was completed in this council.

BUDDHISM

Gautama Buddha (563-483 B.C.)
 Buddha’s original name was Siddhartha.

 Siddhartha was born in the Lumbini Garden near

Kapilavastu in Nepal. His father was Suddhodana. He was

a Sakya chief of Kapilavastu. His mother, Mayadevi, died

when Siddhartha was only seven days old. He was brought

up by his step mother Mahaprajapati Gauthami.

 At the age of sixteen Siddhartha, married Yasodhara and

gave birth to a son, Rahul.

 The sight of an old man, a diseased man, a corpse and an

ascetic turned him away from worldly life. He left home

at the age of twenty-nine in search of Truth.

 He wandered for seven years and at last, he sat under a

bodhi tree at Bodh Gaya in Bihar and did intense penance,

after which he got Enlightenment (Nirvana) at the age of
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Main Buddhist Councils

Buddhist Council Time Place Chairman Patron
First 483 BC Rajagriha Mahakashyapa Ajatasatru
Second 383 BC Vaishali Sabakamuni Kalashoka
Third 250 BC Patliputra Moggaliputta Tissa Ashoka
Fourth AD 72 Kundalvana Vasumitra, Ashwaghosa Kanishka

thirty-five. Since then, he became known as the Buddha

or ‘the Enlightened One’.

 Buddha delivered his first sermon at Sarnath near Banaras

(now Varanasi).

 He died at the age of 80 in 483 B.C. at Kushinagar in

Uttar Pradesh.

Teachings of Buddha
 The Four Noble Truths of Buddha are:

1. The world is full of suffering.

2. The cause of suffering is desire.

3. If desires are get rid off, suffering can be removed.

4. This can be done by following the Eightfold Path.

 The Eightfold Path consists of:

1. Right Thought.

2. Right Belief.

3. Right Speech.

4. Right Action.

5. Right Living.

6. Right Efforts.

7. Right Knowledge.

8. Right Meditation.

Buddhist Literature
 In Pali language.

 Buddhist scriptures in Pali are commonly referred to as

Tripitakas, i.e., ‘Three Baskets’.

 Vinaya Pitaka:  Rules of  discipline in  Buddhist

monasteries.

 Sutta Pitaka: Largest, contains collection of Buddha’s

sermons.

 Abidhamma Pitaka: Explanation of the philosophical

principles of the Buddhist religion.

The Mahajanapadas

Mahajanapadas Capital

1. Kashi Varanasi
2. Kosala Shravasti
3. Anga Champanagri
4. Magadh Girivraj or Rajgriha
5. Vajji Vaishali
6. Malla Kushinagar and Pavapuri
7. Chedi Shuktimati
8. Vatsa Kaushambi
9. Kuru Hastinapur, Indraprastha and

Isukara
10. Panchal Ahichhatra and Kampilya
11. Matsya Viratnagar
12. Surasen Mathura
13. Asmaka Paudanya
14. Avanti Ujjaini
15. Gandhara Taxila
16. Kamboj Rajpur (Hatak)

DYNASTIES OF ANCIENT INDIA

HARYANKA DYNASTY
 Bimbisara was the founder of Haryanka Dynasty.

 He was a contemporary of both Vardhamana Mahavira

and Gautama Buddha.

 During his rule, Darius I, the Achaemenian emperor,

conquered the Indus Valley area.

 Ajatasatru imprisoned his father Bimbisara.

 The first Buddhist Council was convened by Ajatasatru

at Rajgir.

 The immediate successor of Ajatasatru was Udayin.

 Udayin laid the foundation of the new capital at Pataliputra

situated at the confluence of the two rivers, the Ganges

and the Sone.

 Shishunaga was the founder of Shishunaga dynasty.

 After Shishunaga, the mighty empire began to collapse.

His successor was Kakavarman or Kalasoka. During his

reign, the second Buddhist Council was held at Vaishali.

 Kalasoka was killed by the founder of the Nanda dynasty.

NANDAS
 The fame of Magadha scaled new heights under the Nanda

dynasty.

 Mahapadmananda was the founder of Nanda rule in

Magadha.

 The last Nanda ruler was Dhana Nanda. Alexander invaded

India during his rule.
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MAURYAN EMPIRE

CHANDRAGUPTA  MAURYA (322–298 B.C.)
 Chandragupta Maurya was the founder of the Mauryan

Empire. He overthrew Nanda dynasty with the help of

Chanakya.

 Chandragupta defeated Seleukos Nikator, the Greek

general of Alexander, in a battle in 305 B.C.

 Seleukos sent Megasthenes as Greek Ambassador to the

Court of Chandragupta. Megasthenes wrote Indica.

 Chandragupta was a follower of Jainism.

 He came to Sravana Belgola, near Mysore with a Jain

monk called Bhadrabahu. The hill in which he lived until

his death is called Chandragiri.

 Chanakya served as prime minister during the reigns of

Chandragupta and Bindusara.

BINDUSARA (298–273 B.C.)
 Chandragupta Maurya was succeeded by his son Bindusara.

 Bindusara was called by the Greeks as “Amitraghatha”

meaning, slayer of enemies.

ASHOKA (273–232 B.C.)
 Ashoka was the most famous ruler of the Mauryan dynasty.

 The most important event of Ashoka’s reign was his

victorious war with Kalinga in 261 B.C.

 Ashoka convened the Third Buddhist Council at

Pataliputra around 250 B.C. in order to strengthen the

Sangha. It was presided over by Moggaliputta Tissa.

 Ashoka’s edicts and inscriptions were deciphered by James

Prinsep in 1837.

 The last Mauryan king, Brahadratha was killed by his

minister Pushyamitra Sunga. It put an end to the Mauryan

Empire.

SUNGAS
 The founder of the Sunga dynasty was Pushyamitra Sunga,

who was the commander-in-chief under the Mauryas.

 He ascended the throne of Magadha in 185 B.C.

 Pushyamitra was a staunch follower of Brahmanism. He

performed two asvamedha sacrifices.

 After the death of Pushyamitra, his son Agnimitra became

the ruler.

 Agnimitra was a great conqueror. He was also the hero of

the play Malavikagnimitram written by Kalidasa.

KANVA
 The last Sunga ruler was Devabhuti, who was murdered

by his minister Vasudeva Kanva, the founder of the Kanva

dynasty.

 The Kanva dynasty ruled for 45 years. After the fall of the

Kanvas, the history of Magadha was a blank until the

establishment of the Gupta dynasty.

SATAVAHANAS
 The founder of the Satavahana dynasty was Simuka.

 The greatest ruler of the Satavahana dynasty was

Gautamiputra Satakarni.

 The greatest port of the Satavahanas was Kalyani on the

west Deccan. Gandakasela and Ganjam on the east coast

were the other important seaports.

 The fine painting at Amaravathi and Nagarjunakonda

caves belong to this period.

SANGAM AGE
(300 B.C. TO A.D. 300)

 The Sangam Age constitutes an important chapter in the

history of South India.

 According to Tamil legends, there existed three Sangams

(Academy of Tamil poets) in ancient Tamil Nadu popularly

called Muchchangam. These Sangams flourished under

the royal patronage of the Pandyas.

 The first Sangam, held at then Madurai, chaired by

Agastya.

 The second Sangam was held at Kapadapuram, chaired by

Tolkappiyar.

 The third Sangam  a t Madurai was founded by

Mudathirumaran.

Political History
 The Tamil country was ruled by three dynasties namely

the Chera, Chola and Pandyas during the Sangam Age.

CHERAS
 The Cheras ruled over parts of modern Kerala. Their capital

was Vanji and their important seaports were Tondi and

Musiris.

 The greatest Chera King was Senguttuvan.

CHOLAS
 The Chola kingdom of the Sangam period extended from

modern Tiruchi district to southern Andhra Pradesh.

 Their capital was first located at Uraiyur and then shifted

to Puhar. Kaveripattinam served as their port.

GUPTA PERIOD

 The Gupta period is considered as the Golden Age in the

history of India because this period witnessed all round

developments in Religion, Literature, Science, Art and

Architecture.

CHANDRAGUPTA  I (320-334 A.D.)
 In the beginning of the 4th Century A.D., Sri Gupta

established a small Kingdom at Pataliputra. He is

considered as the founder of the Gupta dynasty.



8

 The first notable ruler of the Gupta dynasty was

Chandragupta I. He assumed the title Maharajadhiraja.

The Meherauli Iron Pillar inscription mentions his

extensive conquests.

 Chandragupta I is considered to be the founder of the

Gupta era which starts with his accession in A.D. 320.

SAMUDRAGUPTA  (335-380 A.D.)
 Samudragupta was the greatest of the rulers of the Gupta

dynasty. The Allahabad Pillar inscription provides a

detailed account of his reign.

 Because of his military achievements, Samudragupta was

hailed as ‘Indian Napoleon’.

CHANDRAGUPTA II (380-414 A.D.)
 Samudragupta was succeeded by his son Chandragupta II

Vikramaditya.

 The greatest of the military achievements of Chandragupta

II was his war against the Saka satraps of western India.

 The famous Chinese pilgrim, Fahien visited India (A.D.

399 - A.D. 414) during the reign of Chandragupta II.

SUCCESSORS OF CHANDRAGUPTA  II
 Kumaragupta (415-455) was the son and successor of

Chandragupta II. His reign was marked by general peace

and prosperity.

 Kumaragupta was the founder of the Nalanda University.

 Kumaragupta was followed by Skandagupta who ruled

from A.D. 456 to A.D. 468.

 After Skandagupta’s death, many of his successors like

Purugupta, Narasimhagupta, Buddhagupta and Baladitya

could not save the Gupta empire from the Huns. Ultimately,

the Gupta power totally disappeared due to the Hun

invasions and later by the rise of Yasodharman in Malwa.

PUSHYABHUTI DYNASTY
(600 - 647 A.D.)

 The greatest king was Harshavardhana, son of Prabhakar

Vardhana of Thaneshwar. He shifted the capital to Kannauj.

 Hieun Tsang visited during his reign.

 He established a large monastery at Nalanda. Banabhata

adorned his court, wrote Harshacharita and Kadambari.

Harsha himself wrote three plays–Priyadarshika, Ratnawali

and Nagananda.

PALLAVAS
 The Pallavas established their kingdom in

Tondaimandalam by Simhavishnu with its capital at

Kanchipuram.

 Other great Pallava rulers were Mahendravarman I,

Narasimhavarman I, and Narasimhavarman II.

 The Kailasanatha temple at Kanchipuram is the greatest

architectural masterpiece of the Pallava art.

CHALUKYAS (543-755 A.D.)
 Pulakesin I was the founder of the Chalukya dynasty. He

established a small kingdom with Vatapi or Badami as its

capital.

 The structural temples of the Chalukyas exist at Aihole,

Badami and Pattadakal (Virupaksha temple). Cave temple

architecture was also famous under the Chalukyas. Their

cave temples are found in Ajanta, Ellora and Nasik.

RASHTRAKUTAS (755-975 A.D.)
 The art and architecture of the Rashtrakutas were found

at Ellora and Elephanta.

CHOLAS
 Cholas became prominent in the ninth century and

established an empire comprising the major portion of

South India. Their capital was Tanjore.

 The founder of the  Chola kingdom was Vijayalaya.

 Rajaraja Chola built the famous Brihadeeswara temple at

Tanjore.

 Dancing Figure of Shiva (Nataraja) belong to Chola

period.

ARAB CONQUEST OF SIND

 In 712 A.D., Muhammad bin Quasim invaded Sind. Quasim

defeated Dahir, the ruler of Sind and killed him in a well-

contested battle.

Mahmud of Ghazni
 In 1024, Mahmud marched from Multan across Rajaputana,

defeated the Solanki King Bhimadeva I, plundered Anhilwada

and sacked the famous temple of Somanatha. This was his

last campaign in India. Mahmud died in 1030 A.D.

 Mahmud patronized art and literature. Firdausi was the

poet-laureate in the court of Mahmud.

Muhammad Ghori
 Prithviraj Chauhan defeated Ghori in the first battle of

Tarain near Delhi in 1191 A.D.

 In the Second Battle of Tarain in 1192, Muhammad Ghori

thoroughly routed the army of Prithiviraj, who was captured

and killed.

 After his brilliant victory over Prithviraj at Tarain,

Muhammad Ghori returned to Ghazni leaving behind his

MEDIEVAL INDIA
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favourite general Qutb-ud-din Aibak to make further

conquests in India.

SULTANATE PERIOD

SLAVE DYNASTY (1206-1290)
 The Slave dynasty was also called Mamluk dynasty.

Mamluk was the Quranic term for slave.

Qutb-ud-din Aibak
 Qutb-ud-din Aibak was a slave of Muhammad Ghori, who

made him the Governor of his Indian possessions.

 After the death of Ghori in 1206, Aibak declared his

independence. He assumed the title Sultan and made

Lahore his capital.

 Muslim writers call Aibak Lakh Baksh or giver of lakhs

because he gave liberal donations to them.

 He built the famous Quwat-Ul-Islam mosque at Delhi. He

began the construction of the famous Qutb Minar at Delhi

but did not live long to complete it. It was later completed

by Iltutmish.

Iltutmish (1210-1236 A.D.)
 Iltutmish belonged to the Ilbari tribe and hence his dynasty

was named as Ilbari dynasty.

 He shifted his capital from Lahore to Delhi.

 He organised the Iqta system and introduced reforms in

civil administration and army.

Raziya (1236-1240 A.D.)
 She appointed an Abyssinian slave Yakuth as Master of

the Royal Horses.

 In 1240, Altunia, the governor of Bhatinda revolted against

her. She went in personally to suppress the revolt but

Altunia killed Yakuth and took Raziya prisoner.

 Bahram Shah, son of Iltutmish killed her.

Balban (1266-1286 A.D.)
 Balban introduced rigorous court discipline and new

customs such as prostration and kissing the Sultan’s feet

to prove his superiority over the nobles.

 He also introduced the Persian festival of Nauroz to impress

the nobles and people with his wealth and power.

 He established a separate military department - diwan-i-

arz – and reorganized the army.

KHILJI DYNASTY (1290-1320 A.D.)
 The founder of the Khilji dynasty was Jalaluddin Khilji.

 Ala-ud-din Khilji was the greatest ruler of the Khilji

Dynasty.

 He was the first Muslim ruler to extend his empire right

upto Rameshwaram in the South.

 The Sultan had built a new city called Siri near Delhi.

 Amir Khusrau the great Persian poet, patronised by Balban,

continued to live in Ala-ud-din Khilji’s court also.

 He introduced the system of dagh (branding of horses)

and prepared huliya (descriptive list of soldiers).

 Ala-ud-din Khilji maintained a large permanent standing

army and paid them in cash from the royal treasury.

TUGHLAQ DYNASTY
 Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq was the founder of the Tughlaq

dynasty.

 To have the capital at the centre of the empire and safe

from the Mongol raids, Tughlaq chose Devagiri as his

new capital in A.D. 1327. The Sultan renamed the new

capital Daulatabad.

 In 1329-30, Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq introduced a token

currency.

 Firoz Shah Tughlaq became Sultan after the death of

Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq in A.D. 1351.

 He was the first Sultan to impose irrigation tax.

 He had built new towns of Firozabad, Jaunpur, Hissar and

Firozpur.

 Timur—Mongol leader of Central Asia, ordered general

massacre in Delhi (AD 1398) at the time of Nasiruddin

Mahmud (later Tughlaq king).

SAYYID DYNASTY
 Before his departure from India, Timur appointed Khizr

Khan as governor of Multan. He captured Delhi and

founded the Sayyid dynasty in 1414.

 Mubarak Shah, Mohammed Shah and Alam Shah were

some of the other important noteworthy rulers of Sayyid

Dynasty.

LODHI DYNASTY
 The Lodhis were Afghans.

 Bahlol Lodhi was the first Afghan ruler while his

predecessors were all Turks. He died in 1489 and was

succeeded by his son, Sikandar Lodhi.

 In 1504, Sikandar Lodhi founded the city of  Agra and

transferred his capital from Delhi to Agra.

 Babar marched against Delhi and defeated and killed

Ibrahim Lodhi in the first battle of Panipat (1526).

BAHMANI AND VIJAYANAGAR
KINGDOMS

 The break up of the Delhi Sultanate provided an

opportunity for the rise of a number of kingdoms in the

Deccan.

 After the decline of the Tughlaqs, there arose two important

kingdoms in the Deccan. They were the Bahmani and

Vijayanagar kingdoms.

(2123) G.K.—2
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VIJAYANAGAR EMPIRE
 The Vijayanagar Kingdom was set up in A.D. 1336. Its

aim was to check the spread of Muslim power and protect

Hindu Dharma in South India.

 Four dynasties – Sangama, Saluva, Tuluva and Aravidu –

ruled Vijayanagar from A.D. 1336 to 1672.

 Vijayanagar was founded in 1336 by Harihara and Bukka

of the Sangama dynasty.

 The Moroccan traveller, Ibn Batuta, Venetian traveller

Nicolo de Conti, Persian traveller Abdur Razzak and the

Portuguese traveller Domingo Paes were among them who

left valuable accounts on the socio-economic conditions

of the Vijayanagar Empire.

 The Hampi ruins and other monuments of Vijayanagar

provide information on the cultural contributions of the

Vijayanagar rulers.

KRISHNA DEVA RAYA (1509-1530)
 The Tuluva dynasty was founded by Vira Narasimha.

 The greatest of the Vijayanagar rulers, Krishna Deva Raya

belonged to the Tuluva dynasty.

 Krishna Deva Raya himself authored a Telugu work,

Amukthamalyadha  and Sanskrit works, Jambavati

Kalyanam and Ushaparinayam.

 He built the famous Vittalaswamy and Hazara Ramaswamy

temples at Vijayanagar.

 Krishna Deva Raya renovated Virupaksha temple in A.D.

1510.

 After his death the enemies of Vijayanagar joined together

and defeated the Vijayanagar ruler in the battle of

Talaikota.

BAHMANI KINGDOM
 The founder of the Bahmani kingdom was Alauddin

Bahman Shah also known as Hasan Gangu in 1347. Its

capital was Gulbarga.

 Ahmad Wali Shah shifted the capital from Gulbarga to

Bidar.

 Gol Gumbaj was built by Muhammad Adil Shah; it is

famous for the so called ‘Whispering Gallery’.

 Quli Qutub Shah built the famous Golcunda Fort.

MUGHAL EMPIRE
(1526-1707 AD)

BABAR (1526-1530 AD)
 Babar was the founder of the Mughal Empire in India.

 On 21st April, 1526 the first Battle of Panipat took place

between Babar and Ibrahim Lodhi, who was killed in the

battle.

 Babar was the first one to use guns or artillery in a battle

on the Indian soil.

 Babar defeated Rana Sanga of Mewar in the battle of

Kanwah in A.D. 1527.

 Babar was a soldier-scholar  and wrote his own

autobiography called Babar Nama in Turkish language.

HUMAYUN (1530-1556 AD)
 Sher Shah defeated Humayun at Chausa in A.D. 1539 and

again at Kannauj in A.D. 1540.

 After losing his kingdom, Humayun became an exile for

the next fifteen years.

 In 1555, Humayun defeated the Afghans and recovered

the Mughal throne. After six months, he died in 1556 due

to his fall from the staircase of his library.

 Gulbadan Begum, Humayun’s half-sister wrote Humayun-

nama.

SHER SHAH SURI
 The founder of the Sur dynasty was Sher Shah, whose

original name was Farid.

 Sher Shah became the ruler of Delhi in 1540.

 Sher Shah organized a brilliant administrative system.

The central government consisted of several departments.

 He built a new city on the banks of the river Yamuna near

Delhi. Now the old fort called Purana Quila and its mosque

is alone surviving.

 He  built a Mausoleum at Sasaram, which is considered

as one of the master pieces of Indian architecture.

AKBAR (1556-1605 AD)
 When Akbar ascended the throne in A.D. 1556 he was

only 14 years old. His guardian Bairam Khan served him

as a faithful minister and tutor.

 Bairam Khan, along with Akbar met Hemu in the second

Battle of Panipat in 1556. Hemu was initially successful,

but lost his consciousness after an arrow hit him. Akbar

killed him.

 The Battle of Haldighati was fought between Rana Pratap

of Mewar and Mughal army led by Man Singh and Asif

Khan. Some historian say that this battle was indecisive

but some say that Rana Pratap was defeated by Akbar.

 Akbar abolished the pilgrim tax and in 1562, he abolished

Jaziya.

 Akbar evolved a new faith called Din-i-Illahi or Divine

Faith.

JAHANGIR (1605-1627 AD)
 When Akbar died, Prince Salim succeeded with the title

Jahangir (Conqueror of World) in 1605.

 Jahangir’s eldest son, Khusrau, rebelled against him. He

was arrested and put into prison. Guru Arjun Dev, the fifth

Sikh Guru was executed by Jahangir.

 In 1611, Jahangir married Mehrunnisa who was known as

Nurjahan (Light of World).

 Jahangir died in A.D. 1627.
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SHAHJAHAN (1628-1658 AD)
 The reign of Shahjahan is generally considered as the

Golden Age of the Mughal period.

 Shahjahan is called as the Prince of Builders. He had

built the Jama Masjid and Red Fort in Delhi and Taj

Mahal in Agra.

 Fine arts like painting, music and literature reached high

level of development during Shahjahan’s time.

AURANGAZEB (1658-1707 AD)
 Aurangazeb was the last great Mughal ruler. He ascended

the throne after killing his three brothers Dara, Shuja and

Murad in a fratricidal war.

 Aurangazeb defeated Sikandar Shah of Bijapur and

annexed his kingdom.

 Aurangazeb was against the Sikhs and he executed the

ninth Sikh Guru Tegh Bahadur.

 He was called Darvesh or a Zinda Pir. He forbade Sati.

Conquered Bijapur (AD 1686) and Golconda (AD 1687)

and reimposed Jaziya and Pilgrim tax in AD 1679.

 He built Biwi ka Makbara on the tomb of his queen

Rabaud-Durani at Aurangabad; Moti Masjid within Red

Fort, Delhi; and the Jami or Badshahi Mosque at Lahore.

 Aurangazeb died in A.D. 1707.

LATER MUGHALS / FALL OF THE MUGHALS

Bahadur Shah (1707-1712)
 Assumed the title of Shah Alam I.

Jahandar Shah (1712-1713)
 First puppet Mughal emperor. He abolished jaziya.

Farrukhsiyar (1713-1719)

Mohammad Shah (1719-1748)
 Nadir Shah (of Iran) defeated him in the Battle of Karnal

(1739) and took away Peacock throne and Kohinoor

diamond.

Ahmad Shah (1748-1754)

Alamgir II (1754-1759),

Shah Alam II (1759-1806)

Akbar II (1806-1837)
 He gave Ram Mohan Roy the title ‘Raja’. He sent Raja

Ram Mohan Roy to London to seek a raise in his

allowance.

Bahadur Shah II (1837-1857)
 He was confined by the British to the Red Fort. During

the revolt of 1857, he was proclaimed the Emperor by the

rebels. He was deported to Rangoon after that.

Literature of Mughal Period

Author Work
Babar Tuzuk-i-Babari
Abul Fazal Ain-i-Akbari, Akbarnamah
Jahangir Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri
Hamid Padshahnama
Darashikoh Majm-ul-Bahrain
Mirza Md Qasim Alamgirnama

THE MARATHAS

SHIVAJI (1627-1680 AD)
 Shivaji was born at Shivner in 1627. His father was Shahji

Bhonsle and mother Jija Bai.

 His religious teacher was Samarth Ramdas and guardian

was Dadaji Kondadev.

 In 1674, Shivaji crowned himself at Raigarh and assumed

the title Chatrapathi.

 Ashtapradhan (eight ministers) helped in administration.

These were Peshwas, Sar-i-Naubat (Military), Mazumdar

or Amatya (Accounts); Waqenavis (Intelligence); Surnavis

(Corres-pondence); Dabir or Sumanta (Ceremonies);

Nyayadhish (Justice); and Panditrao (Charity).

 Successors of Shivaji were Shambhaji, Rajaram and Shahu

(fought at Battle of Khed in AD 1708).

THE PESHWAS
 Balaji Vishwanath was the first Peshwa. He began his

career as a small revenue official and became Peshwa in

1713.

 Baji Rao I was the eldest son of Balaji Vishwanath. He

was considered as the “greatest exponent of guerilla tactics

after Shivaji”.

 It was during  reign of Balaji Baji Rao (Nanasaheb) when

the Marathas lost the Third Battle of Panipat.

 Baji Rao II ( last Peshwa) was the first Maratha to have

fled from the British attacks instead of fighting with

them. Baji Rao II surrendered to Sir John Malcom.

THE SIKH
 Guru Nanak Dev was the founder of Sikhism, the religion

that draws its elements from both Hinduism and Islam.

 Name of the ten Sikh Gurus and their works are given

below:

1. Guru Nanak Dev (1469-1539AD): The founder of

Sikhism.

2. Guru Angad Dev (1504-1552AD): Developed

Gurmukhi.

3. Guru Amar Das (1479-1574AD): Struggled against

Sati system and Purdah system.

4. Guru Ram Das (1534-1581AD): Founded Amritsar,

the holy city of Sikhism.
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5. Guru Arjun Dev (1563-1606AD): He built the Swarn

Mandir (Golden Temple).

6. Guru Hargobind (1595-1644 AD): Established Akal

Takht.

7. Guru Har Rai (1630-1661 AD)

8. Guru Har Krishan (1656-1664 AD)

9. Guru Tegh Bahadur (1621-1675 AD)

10. Guru Gobind Singh (1666-1708 AD): Founded the

Khalsa and Sikh baptism, composed many poems,

and nominated the Sikh sacred text as the final and

enduring Guru.

MODERN INDIA

THE ADVENT OF THE EUROPEANS

THE PORTUGUESE
 Vasco-da-Gama, a Portuguese explorer, sailed through the

route of Cape of Good Hope and reached near Calicut on

20th May 1498 A.D. during the reign of King Zamorin

(Hindu King of Calicut).

 Vasco-da-Gama founded a factory at Cannanore on his

second visit to India in 1501. In due course, Calicut,

Cochin and Cannanore became the Portuguese trading

centres.

 Francisco Almeida came to India in 1505. He was the first

Governor of Portuguese possessions in India.

 The real founder of Portuguese power in India was Alfonso

de Albuquerque. He captured Goa from the rulers of Bijapur

in 1510. It was made their headquarters.

THE DUTCH
 The United East India Company of the Netherlands

founded a factory at Masulipatnam in 1605. They built

their first fort on the main land of India at Pulicut in

1609, near Madras (Chennai). They captured Nagapattinam

from the Portuguese.

 They made Agra, Surat, Masulipatnam and Chinsura in

Bengal as their trading centres.

THE DANES
 The Danish East India Company was established in 1616

in Denmark.

 They came to South India and founded a factory at

Tranquebar (Tharangambadi) in 1620. They also made

settlements at Serampore near Calcutta (Kolkata).

THE ENGLISH
 The English East India Company was formed in 1599

under a charter granted by Queen Elizabeth in 1600.

 The East India Company sent Sir William Hawkins to the

court of the Mughal Emperor Jahangir in 1609 to obtain

permission to erect a factory at Surat.

 In 1615, Sir Thomas Roe, another British merchant, came

to Jahangir’s court. He stayed for three years and succeeded

in getting permission to set up their trading centres at

Agra, Surat, Ahmedabad and Broach.

 In 1690, the British got permission from Aurangazeb to

build a factory on the site of Calcutta. In 1696 a fort was

built at that place. It was called Fort William.

THE FRENCH
 The French East India Company was established in 1664

under the inspiring and energetic leadership of Colbert,

the economic adviser of the French King Louis XIV.

 In 1667, the first French factory was established at Surat

by Francis Caron who was nominated as Director-General.

 French were defeated by English in the Battle of

Wandiwash (1760).

EAST INDIA COMPANY
 After the Battle of Plassey in 1757 and the Battle of

Buxar in 1764, the East India Company became a political

power.

 India was under the East India Company’s rule till 1858

when it came under the direct administration of the British

Crown.

 Robert Clive was the first Governor of Fort William under

the Company’s rule.

GOVERNOR-GENERALS OF BENGAL

Warren Hastings (1772-85 AD)
 In 1772, the Company appointed Warren Hastings as the

Governor of Fort William.

 The Dual System introduced by Robert Clive was

abolished by Warren Hastings.

 Warren Hastings was known for his expansionist policy.

His administration witnessed the Rohilla War, the First

Anglo-Maratha War and the Second Anglo-Mysore War.

 Pitt’s India Act (1784) was passed.

Lord Cornwallis (1786-93 AD)
 Cornwallis inaugurated the policy of making

appointments mainly on the basis of  merit

thereby laying the foundation of the Indian Civil Service.

 Lord Cornwallis in troduced Permanent Revenue

Settlement.

 Tipu Sultan signed the Treaty of Srirangapatnam in 1792

with the British.
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Sir John Shore (1793-98 AD)
 Played an important role in the introduction of Permanent

Settlement.

 Battle of Kharda between the Nizams and the Marathas

(1795).

Wellesley (1798-1805)
 Wellesley came to India with a determination to launch

a forward policy that he adopted to achieve his object is

known as the ‘Subsidiary Alliance’.

 The Fourth Anglo-Mysore War started in 1799. The war

was short and decisive. Tipu fought till his capital

Srirangapatnam was captured and he himself was shot

dead.

 Peshwa Baji Rao II signed the Treaty of Bassein with the

British in 1802. It was a subsidiary treaty and the Peshwa

was recognized as the head of the Maratha kingdom.

 The Treaty of Deogaon(1803) was signed between Bhonsle

and Wellesley.

Lord Minto (1807-1813)
 Lord Minto concluded the Treaty of Amritsar with Ranjit

Singh of Punjab in 1809.

 The Charter Act of 1813 was passed during this period.

Lord Hastings (1813-1823)
 Anglo Nepal War (1814-1816) and Treaty of Sugauli

(1816).

 Third Maratha War (1817-18), dissolution of Maratha

confederacy and creation of Bombay Presidency.

 He encouraged the freedom of the Press and abolished the

censorship introduced in 1799.

GOVERNOR-GENERALS OF INDIA

Lord William Bentinck (1828-1835)
 Charter Act of 1833 was passed and he was made the first

Governor-General of India. Before him, the designation

was Governor-General of Bengal.

 The social reforms of William Bentinck made his name

immortal in the history of British India. These include the

abolition of Sati, the suppression of Thugs and the

prevention of female infanticide.

 The Government Resolution in 1835 made English the

official and literary language of India.

Lord Metcalfe (1835-36 AD)
 Known as liberator of press in India.

Lord Auckland (1836-42 AD)
 First Afghan War (1838-42), a disaster for the English.

Lord Ellenborough (1842-44 AD)
 Brought an end to Afghan war. War with Gwalior (1843),

Annexation of Sind by Charles Napier (1843).

Lord Hardinge (1844-48 AD)
 First Anglo-Sikh War (1845-46) and Treaty of Lahore

(1846). Gave preference to English educated persons in

employment.

Lord Dalhousie (1848-1856)
 The Doctrine of Lapse was applied by Dalhousie.

 The first railway line connecting Bombay with Thane was

opened in 1853.

VICEROYS OF INDIA

Lord Canning (1856-62 AD)
 Lord Canning became the first Viceroy of India in 1858.

 Revolt of 1857, Mutiny took place. Indian Penal Code

1860 was passed.

Lord Elgin (1862 AD)
 Wahabi Movement.

Lord John Lawrence (1864-69 AD)
 Established the High Courts at Calcutta, Bombay and

Madras in 1865.

 Telegraphic communication was opened with Europe.

Created the Indian Forest Department.

Lord Northbrooke (1872-76 AD)
 Kuka Rebellion in Punjab, Famine in Bihar.

Lord Lytton (1876-80)
 In 1878, the Vernacular Press Act was passed. This Act

empowered a Magistrate to secure an undertaking from

the editor, publisher and printer of a vernacular newspaper

that nothing would be published against the English

Government. This Act crushed the freedom of the Indian

press.

 In 1878, the Arms Act was passed. This Act prevented the

Indians to keep arms without appropriate license.

 Lord Lytton also held a Darbar at Delhi in 1877 in which

Queen Victoria was declared as the Empress of India. This

extravagant Darbar cost millions of ruppes.

 In 1878, the Statutory Civil Service was established

exclusively for Indians.

Lord Ripon (1880-84 AD)
 Lord Ripon repealed the Vernacular Press Act and earned

much popularity among Indians.

 Ripon appointed a Commission in 1882 under the

chairmanship of Sir William Hunter.

 The Commission came to be known as the Hunter

Commission. The Commission recommended for the

expansion and improvement of the elementary education

of the masses.
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 Ripon was founder of local self-government in modern

India.

Lord Dufferin (1884-88 AD)
 Third Burmese War (1885-86 AD). Establishment of the

Indian National Congress in 1885.

Lord Lansdowne (1888-94 AD)
 Factory Act of 1891 granted weekly holiday and stipulated

working hours for women and children.

Lord Elgin II (1894-99 AD)
 Southern uprisings of 1899. Great famine of 1896-1897

and Lyall Commission on famine was established.

Lord Curzon (1899-1905 AD)
 Curzon instituted in 1902, a Universities Commission to

go into the entire question of university education in the

country.

 On the basis of the findings and recommendations of the

Commission, Curzon brought in the Indian Universities

Act of 1904, which brought all the universities in India

under the control of the government.

Lord Minto (1905-10 AD)
 Swadeshi Movement (1905-08); foundation of Muslim

League (1906); Surat Session and split in the Congress

(1907). Morley-Minto Reforms (1909).

Lord Hardinge (1910-16 AD)
 Capital shifted from Calcutta to Delhi (1911); Delhi

Durbar; Partition of Bengal was cancelled. The Hindu

Mahasabha was founded in 1915 by Pandit Madan Mohan

Malaviya.

Lord Chelmsford (1916-21 AD)
 Gandhi returned to India (1915) and founded the Sabarmati

Ashram (1916), Champaran Satyagraha, Satyagraha at

Ahmedabad (1981), Kheda Satyagraha (1918).

 Rowlatt Act (March, 1919) and the Jallianwala Bagh

Massacre (13th April, 1919).

 Khilafat Committee was formed and Khilafat Movement

started (1919-20).

 Non-Cooperation Movement started (1920-22).

Lord Reading (1921-26)
 Moplah Rebellion (1921) took place. Kakori Train

Robbery on 1st August, 1925. Communal Riots of 1923-

25 in Multan, Amritsar, Delhi etc.

Lord Irwin (1926-31 AD)
 Lahore Session of Congress and Poorna Swaraj Declaration

(1929).

 Simon Commission visited India in 1927.

 Dandi March (12th March, 1930). Civil Disobedience

Movement (1930).

 First Round Table Conference was held in England in

1930. Gandhi-Irwin Pact.

Lord Willingdon (1931-36 AD)
 Second Round Table Conference in London in 1931 and

third in 1932.

Lord Linlithgow (1936-43 AD)
 Congress Ministries resignation celebrated as ‘Deliverance

Day’ by the Muslim League (1939), the Lahore Resolution

(23rd March, 1940) of the Muslim League demanding

separate state for the Muslims. (It was at this session that

Jinnah propounded his Two-Nation Theory). Outbreak of

World War II in 1939. Cripps Mission in 1942. Quit India

Movement (8th August, 1942).

Lord Wavell (1943-47 AD)
 Cabinet Mission Plan (16th May, 1946).

 First meeting of the Constituent Assembly was held on

9th December, 1946.

 Arranged the Shimla Conference on 25th June, 1945 with

Indian National Congress and Muslim League but failed.

Lord Mountbatten (March to Aug, 1947)
 Last viceroy of British India and the first Governor-General

of free India.

 Partition of India decided by the 3rd June Plan or

Mountbatten Plan.

NATIONAL MOVEMENT
(1885-1947)

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS (1885)
 Allan Octavian Hume, a retired civil servant in the British

Government took the initiative to form an all-India

organization. Thus, the Indian National Congress was

founded and its first session was held at Bombay in 1885.

W.C. Banerjee was its first president. It was attended by

72 delegates from all over India.

 The second session was held in Calcutta in 1886 and the

third in Madras in 1887.

 Between 1885 and 1905, the Congress leaders were

moderates. The Moderates had faith in the British justice

and goodwill. They were called moderates because they

adopted peaceful and constitutional means to achieve

their demands.

 In 1905, Gopal Krishna Gokhale founded the Servants of

India Society to train Indians to dedicate their lives to the

cause of the country.

Partition of Bengal (1905)
 By Lord Curzon on 16th October, 1905 through a royal

proclamation, reducing the old province of Bengal in size
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by creating East Bengal and Assam out of the rest of

Bengal.

 The partition of Bengal in 1905 provided a spark for the

rise of extremism in the Indian National Movement.

 Curzon’s real motives behind this partition were:

 To break the growing strength of Bengali nationalism

since Bengal was the base of Indian nationalism.

 To divide the Hindus and Muslims in Bengal.

 To show the enormous power of the British Government

in doing whatever it liked.

Swadeshi Movement (1905)
 The Swadeshi Movement involved programmes like the

boycott of government service, courts, schools and colleges

and of foreign goods. It was both a political and economic

movement.

 Lal, Bal, Pal and Aurobindo Ghosh played an important

role.

Muslim League (1906)
 In December 1906, Muslim delegates from all over India

met at Dacca for the Muslim Educational Conference.

 Taking advantage of this occasion, Nawab Salimullah of

Dacca proposed the setting up of an organisation to look

after the Muslim interests. The proposal was accepted.

 The All-India Muslim League was finally set up on

December 30, 1906.

Minto Morley Reforms (1909)
 Minto, the Viceroy and Morley, the Secretary of State for

India jointly proposed reforms to the Indian Councils. An

Act, called the Indian Councils Act or the Minto-Morley

Reforms Act was passed in 1909.

 A separate communal electorate was introduced for the

Muslims.

The Lucknow Pact (1916)
 During the 1916 Congress session at Lucknow two major

events occurred. The divided Congress became united.

An understanding for joint action against the British was

reached between the Congress and the Muslim League

and it was called the Lucknow Pact.

 The signing of the Lucknow Pact by the Congress and the

Muslim League in 1916 marked an important step in the

Hindu-Muslim unity.

The Home Rule Movement (1916)
 Two Home Rule Leagues were established, one by B.G.

Tilak at Poona in April 1916 and the other by Mrs. Annie

Besant at Madras in September 1916.

 While Tilak’s Movement concentrated on Maharashtra,

Annie Besant’s Movement covered the rest of the country.

August Declaration
 On 20 August, 1917, Montague, the Secretary of State in

England, promised the gradual development of self-

governing institutions in India.

 This August Declaration led to the end of the Home Rule

Movement.

Rowlatt Act (1919)
 In 1917, a committee was set up under the presidentship

of Sir Sydney Rowlatt to look into the militant Nationalist

activities. On the basis of its report the Rowlatt Act was

passed in March 1919 by the Central Legislative Council.

As per this Act, any person could be arrested on the basis

of suspicion. No appeal or petition could be filed against

such arrests.

 This Act was called the Black Act and it was widely

opposed. An all-India hartal was organized on 6 April,

1919.

Jallianwala Bagh Massacre
(13 April, 1919)
 On 13th April, the Baisakhi day (harvest festival), a public

meeting was organized at the Jallianwala Bagh (garden).

Gen. Dyer marched in and without any warning opened

fire on the crowd. The firing continued for about 10 to 15

minutes and it stopped only after the ammunition

exhausted.

 According to official report 379 people were killed and

1137 wounded in the incident. There was a nationwide

protest against this massacre and Rabindranath Tagore

renounced his knighthood as a protest.

Khilafat Movement (1920)
 The chief cause of the Khilafat Movement was the defeat

of Turkey in the First World War.

 The Muslims in India were upset over the British attitude

against Turkey and launched the Khilafat Movement.

 Ali brothers, Mohd Ali and Shaukat Ali started this

movement. It was jointly led by the Khilafat leaders and

the Congress.

Non-Co-operation Movement (1920-22)
 Mahatma Gandhi announced his plan to begin Non-

Cooperation with the government as a sequel to the

Rowlatt Act, Jallianwala Bagh massacre and the Khilafat

Movement. It was approved by the Indian National

Congress at the Nagpur session in December, 1920.

 The Congress observed the Non-Co-operation movement

in 1920. The main aim of this movement was to attain

Swaraj through non-violent and peaceful means.

 The whole movement was abruptly called off on 11th

February, 1922 by Gandhi following the Chauri-Chaura

incident in the Gorakhpur district of U.P. Many top leaders

of the country were stunned at this sudden suspension of

the Non-Co-operation Movement.
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 On 5th February an angry mob set fire to the police

station at Chauri-Chaura and twenty two police men

were burnt to death.

Swaraj Party
 Leaders like Motilal Nehru and Chittranjan Das formed a

separate group within the Congress known as the Swaraj

Party on 1 January, 1923.

 The Swarajists wanted to contest the council elections

and wreck the government from within.

Simon Commission (1927)
 The Act of 1919 included a provision for its review after

a lapse of ten years. However, the review commission

under the chairmanship of Sir John Simon was appointed

by the British Government two years earlier of its schedule

in 1927.

 Indian leaders opposed the commission, as there were no

Indians in it, they cried Simon Go Back.

 The government used brutal repression and at Lahore,

Lala Lajpat Rai was severely beaten in lathi-charge.

Nehru Report (1928)
 The Secretary of State, Lord Birkenhead, challenged the

Indians to produce a Constitution that would be acceptable

to all. The challenge was accepted by the Congress, which

convened an all party meeting on 28 February, 1928.

 A committee consisting of eight was constituted to draw

up a blueprint for the future Constitution of India. It was

headed by Motilal Nehru. The Report published by this

Committee came to be known as the Nehru Report.

Lahore Session (1929)
 On Dec. 19, 1929, under the Presidentship of J.L. Nehru,

the INC, as its Lahore session, declared Poorna Swaraj

(Complete Independence) as its ultimate goal.

 On Dec. 31, 1929, the newly adopted tricolour flag was

unfurled and Jan. 26, 1930 was fixed as the First

Independence Day, which was to be celebrated every year.

Dandi March (1930)
 On 12th March, 1930, Gandhi began his famous March

to Dandi with his chosen 79 followers to break the salt

laws. He reached the coast of Dandi on 5 April, 1930 after

marching a distance of 200 miles and on 6 April formally

launched the Civil Disobedience Movement by breaking

the salt laws.

Civil Disobedience Movement
 Countrywide mass participation by women.

 The Garhwal soldiers refused to fire on the people at

Peshawar.

Round Table Conference
 The first Round Table Conference was held in November

1930 at London and it was boycotted by the Congress.

 On 8th March, 1931 the Gandhi-Irwin Pact was signed. As

per this pact, Mahatma Gandhi agreed to suspend the

Civil-Disobedience Movement and participate in the

Second-Round Table Conference.

 In September 1931, the Second Round Table Conference

was held at London. Mahatma Gandhi participated in the

Conference but returned to India disappointed.

 In January 1932, the Civil-Disobedience Movement was

resumed.

Poona Pact (1932)
 The idea of separate electorate for the depressed classes

was abandoned, but seats reserved for them in the

provincial legislature were increased.

 Thus, Poona Pact agreed upon a joint electorate for upper

and lower castes.

Demand for Pakistan
 Chaudhary Rehmat Ali gave the term Pakistan in 1933.

 In March 1940, the Muslim League demanded the creation

of Pakistan.

Cripps Mission (1942)
 The British Government in its effort to secure Indian co-

operation in the Second World War sent Sir Stafford Cripps

to India on 23 March, 1942. This is known as Cripps

Mission.

 The main recommendations of Cripps was the promise of

Dominion Status to India.

 Congress rejected it. Gandhi called Cripp’s proposals as

a “Post-dated Cheque”.

Quit India Movement (1942-1944)
 The All India Congress Committee met at Bombay on 8th

August, 1942 and passed the famous Quit India

Resolution. On the same day, Gandhi gave his call of ‘do

or die’.

 On 8th and 9th August, 1942, the government arrested all

the prominent leaders of the Congress. Mahatma Gandhi

was kept in prison at Poona. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,

Abul Kalam Azad, and other leaders were imprisoned in

the Ahamednagar Fort.

 Quit India Movement was the final attempt for country’s

freedom.

Indian National Army (INA)
 On July 2, 1943, Subhash Chandra Bose reached Singapore

and gave the rousing war cry of ‘Dilli Chalo’. He was

made the President of Indian Independence League and

soon became the supreme commander of the Indian

National Army. He gave the country the slogan of Jai

Hind.

 INA had three fighting brigades named after Gandhi, Azad

and Nehru. Rani of Jhansi Brigade was an exclusive women

force. INA headquarters were at Rangoon and Singapore.
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Cabinet Mission (1946)
 The Cabinet Mission put forward a plan for solution of

the constitutional problem. A proposal was envisaged for

setting up an Interim Government, which would remain in

office till a new government was elected on the basis of

the new Constitution framed by the Constituent Assembly.

 Elections were held in July 1946 for the formation of a

Constituent Assembly.

 Muslim league observed the Direct Action Day on 16

August, 1946.

 An Interim Government was formed under the leadership

of Jawaharlal Nehru on 2 September, 1946.

Mountbatten Plan (1947)
 On 20 February 1947, Prime Minister Atlee announced in

the House of Commons the definite intention of the British

Government to transfer power to responsible Indian hands

by a date not later than June 1948.

 Lord Mountbatten armed with vast powers became India’s

Viceroy on 24 March, 1947. The partition of India and

the creation of Pakistan appeared inevitable to him.

 After extensive consultation Lord Mountbatten put forth

the plan of partition of India on 3 June, 1947. The Congress

and the Muslim League ultimately approved the

Mountbatten Plan.

Indian Independence Act, 1947
 The salient features of this Act was the partition of the

country into India and Pakistan would come into effect

from 15 August, 1947.

 On 15th August, 1947 India, and on the 14th August

Pakistan came into existence as two independent states.

 Lord Mountbatten was made the first Governor General of

Independent India, whereas Mohammad Ali Jinnah became

the first Governor General of Pakistan.

 C. Rajagopalachari became the first and last Indian

Governor-General of India. When India became a Republic

on 26 January, 1950 Dr. Rajendra Prasad became the first

President of our country.

Socio-Religious Movements and Organisation

Name of the Organisation Founder Year Place

Atmiya Sabha Ram Mohan Roy 1815 Calcutta
Brahmo Samaj Ram Mohan Roy 1828 Calcutta
Dharma Sabha Radhakanta Dev 1829 Calcutta
Tattvabodhini Sabha Debendranath Tagore 1839 Calcutta
Nirankaris Dayal Das, Darbara Singh, Rattan Chand etc. 1840 Punjab
Manav Dharma Sabha Durgaram Manchharam 1844 Surat
Paramhansa Mandli Dadoba Pandurung 1849 Bombay
Namdharis Ram Singh 1857 Punjab
Radha Swami Satsang Tulsi Ram 1861 Agra
Brahmo Samaj of India Keshab Chandra Sen 1866 Calcutta
Dar-ul-Ulum Maulana Hussain Ahmed 1866 Deoband
Prarthna Samaj Atmaram Pandurung 1867 Bombay
Arya Samaj Swami Dayanand Saraswati 1875 Bombay
Theosophical Society Madam H.P. Blavatsky and Col. H.S. Olcott 1875 New York (USA)
Sadharan Brahmo Samaj Anand Mohan Bose 1878 Calcutta
Deccan Education Society G.G. Agarkar 1884 Pune (Poona)
Muhammadan Educational Conference Syed Ahmad Khan 1886 Aligarh
Indian National Conference M.G. Ranade 1887 Bombay
Deva Samaj Shivnarayan Agnihotri 1887 Lahore
Nadwah-ul-Ulama Maulana Shibli Numani 1894 Lucknow
Ramakrishna Mission Swami Vivekananda 1897 Belur
Servents of Indian Society Gopal Krishna Gokhale 1905 Bombay
Poona Seva Sadan Mrs. Ramabai Ranade and G.K. Devadhar 1909 Pune (Poona)
Social Service League N.M. Joshi 1911 Bombay
Seva Samiti H.N. Kunzru 1914 Allahabad

Newspapers and Journals

 Bengal Gazette (1780) (India’s first newspaper)—James
Augustus Hikky

 Kesari—B.G. Tilak

 Maratha—B.G. Tilak

 Sudharak—G.K. Gokhale
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 Amrit Bazar Patrika—Shishir Kumar Ghosh and Motilal
Ghosh

 Yugantar—Bhupendranath Datta and Birender Kumar
Ghosh

 Bombay Chronicle—Firoze Shah Mehta
 New India (Daily)—Annie Besant

Books and Authors

 Causes of the Indian Mutiny—Sir Syed Ahmed Khan

 Ghulam Giri—Jyotiba Phule

 Anandmath—Bankim Chand Chatterjee

 Satyarth Prakash—Swami Dayanand

 Unhappy India—Lala Lajpat Rai

 India Divided—Dr. Rajendra Prasad

 The Discovery of India—J.L. Nehru

 Neel Darpan—Dinbandhu Mitra

 Hind Swaraj—M.K. Gandhi

 What Congress and Gandhi have done to the
untouchables—Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

Important Sayings
 ‘Back to Vedas’—Dayanand Saraswati
 ‘Dilli Chalo!’—Subhash Chandra Bose’s battle cry of

Azad Hind Fauj
 ‘Do or Die’—Mahatma Gandhi (while launching Quit

India movement in 1942)
 ‘Give me blood and I will give you freedom’—Subhash

Chandra Bose (in his address to soldiers of Azad Hind
Fauj)

 ‘My ultimate aim is to wipe every tear from every eye’—
Jawaharlal Nehru

 ‘Swaraj is my birthright and I will have it’—Bal Gangadhar
Tilak

 ‘Inqualab Zindabad’—Bhagat Singh
 ‘Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan’—Lal Bahadur Shastri
 ‘Sarfaroshi ki tamanna Ab Hamare Dil mein Hai’—Ram

Prasad Bismill
 ‘Saare Jahan Se Achcha, Hindustan Hamara’—Dr.

Mohammed Iqbal
 ‘Hindi, Hindu, Hindustan’—Bhartendu Harishchandra
 ‘Vande Mataram’—Bankim Chandra Chatterjee


