
8. To the Foot from Its Child 

- Pablo Neruda 

 

1. The child’s foot is not aware that it’s _______. 

a) a butterfly  b) an apple  

c) a foot    d) an opaque substance 

 

2. One of the things that the child’s foot wants to be is ______. 

a) a butterfly  b) a fruit bulging on the branch 

c) a foot    d) to enjoy childhood 

 

3. The paths in the rough earth go on teaching the foot that it cannot _____. 

a) fly     b) walk    

c) run    d) swim 

 

4. The child’s foot is a prisoner and is condemned ______. 
a) to fly     b) to be a butterfly  

c) to live in a shoe    d) to be an apple 

 

5. ‘Bit by bit, in that dark, it grows to know the world in its own way.’ The  
     word, ‘It’ here refers to ______. 

a) a butterfly  b) an apple  

c) a foot    d) an opaque substance 



 

6. The paths in the rough earth go on teaching the foot that it cannot _____.  

a) become an apple b) a prisoner   

c) become a butterfly d) be a fruit bulging on the branch 

 

7. The child’s foot is condemned to live _____. 
a) as an apple  b) in the rough earth   

c) as a butterfly  d) as a prisoner 

 

8. The foot is enclosed and feels life like ______. 

a) reptiles  b) a blind man   

c) worms  d) a prisoner 

 

9. These soft nails of quartz in a child’s foot are bunched together and change  
     themselves into _______. 

a) an opaque substance b) stones and bits of glass   

c) worms   d) a fruit bulging on the branch 

 

10. The tiny petaled toes of the child take on the form of _______. 

a) an opaque substance     b) stones and bits of glass   

c) eyeless reptiles   d) a fruit bulging on the branch 

 

11. The child’s foot grow callused and are covered with _______. 
a) soft nails of quartz   b) eyeless reptiles  

c) the faint volcanoes of death   d) an opaque substance 

 

12. The petaled toes of the child take on the form of eyeless reptiles with  

       ______heads. 

 a) triangular   b) circular  

 c) rectangular   d) cylindrical 

 

13. The child’s foot scarcely taking time walks until the whole man chooses  
       _____. 

 a) to sleep    b) to stop 

 c) to die   d) to rest 

 

 



14. ________ of the child take on the form of eyeless reptiles.   

 a) The soft nails   b) The foot 

 c) The petaled toes  d) The blind beliefs 

 

 

15. The foot scarcely takes time to bare itself in ______. 

a) rest or peace  b) love or sleep 

c) death or dream  d) becoming a butterfly 

 

16. “And then it descended underground.” The word ‘underground’ signifies 

_____. 

a) sleep   b) love  

c) death   d) dream 

 

17. When descending underground, the foot finds everything ______. 

a) dark   b) rough  

c) coarse   d) colourful 

 

ANSWERS: 

1. c) a foot 

2. a) a butterfly 

3. a) fly   

4. c) to live in a shoe  

5. c) a foot  

6. d) be a fruit bulging on the branch 

7. d) as a prisoner 

8. b) a blind man 

9. a) an opaque substance 

10. c) eyeless reptiles  

11. c) the faint volcanoes of death 

12. a) triangular 

13. b) to stop 

14. c) The petaled toes 

15. b) love or sleep 

16. c) death 

17. a) dark 

 


