The Seven Ages of Man

Textual Activities

Comprehension

(A) Tick the correct alternative :

Question 1. What does a soldier wish to get?
(a) Honour

(b) Oaths

(c) Fame

(d) Strength

Answer: (a) Honour

Question 2. In which age does a man become childish again?
(a) The third stage

(b) The fourth stage

(c) The fifth stage

(d) The sixth stage

Answer: (d) The sixth stage

Answer the following questions in 15-20 words each :

Question 1. What is the similarity between a bubble and a soldier’s reputation?
TS IS 9UT gAga BT gfasT & w1 U 82

Answer: The reputation of a soldier and the life of a bubble both are momentary.
TP IAFH B! UfANT aUT Jagd BT Siia &ifores giar g

Question 2. How does the justice/judge play his part in his life?

o ST graTetRT 31U+ Shtae ot YT A Fumarg?

Answer: The justice or judge considers all the people equal and provide them right
judgement and rights to live free life in this world.




o1 YT gt gt @l B THA GHSIAT 8 9YT 31 ol U1 U Hdl & 3R 39 IOR
T T Sfla A &1 3fABR e HRaT 5|

Question 3. How does a man behave in the old age?

ToTd ¥ U 3TSH! FY ATER Hdl 82

Answer: A man behaves politely and remains busy in thinking about his youth. He wears
loose pantaloon and slippers and spectacles on his nose.

TH TGH JGIaRIT H f[GTHaTgdd SIIER BT & | T8 370 SIaH1 o [daRI & T9 XgaTl § aul
SIS USTTHT 9 I UgdT § 3R IUD! 1 TR I=HT 8T 8 |

Question 4. How are “all the men and women merely players”?
<t et aYT 3Rd Had ASTHR gId 7 1” FA?

Answer: All the men and women have to play various roles in their life which is like a
stage in this world.

mﬁgﬁ% [ T 30 Stta H fafta YfAeTd AT gedt € o for 39 TR & Ue W &1
e |

Question 5. Find the figures of speech in the following table containing the lines/
phrases from the poem :

(metaphor, simile, alliteration)

Answer:

S.No. Phrase/line of the poem Figure of speech?
1. All the world’s a stage Metaphor

2. And all men and women are Metaphor

merely players

3. seeking the bubble reputation | Simile

4. Sighing like furnace Simile

5. creeping like a snail Simile

6. shrunk shank Alliteration

7. plays his part Metaphor




Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each :

Question 1. Why does the poet call “all the world’s a stage”?
Ffd 39 R GIR &I TP HY I Hedl 87

Answer: The poet calls “all the world’s a stage” because every person has to perform
various roles in his life time. The man takes birth as an infant then after school boy and
a lover, justice and at last becomes old and passes away.

Hid 3 IR DI Th Hd Hgdl ¢ | Fifd AP fad DI 30+ siiad § e YfAHTd FuT
USdl § | S 98 TP a7 & U H O Al g (R Wpd Bl ds ] 9 ol & auT fh ot
3R R =maneter SiR 3 H 9T 81 STl § 3R IR ST g |

Question 2. What are the seven ages of a man?

TP 3ATSH! & Siiad B ITd aRITT 7 &2

Answer: The first stage is the infant. Second is the school boy then he becomes lover
and the fourth is the soldier and then the justice in the fifth and the sixth stage is old
age and seventh is the death.

UEaH AT T YT ST Whd BT AS T auT sl # Ot areft srawit e, ufea|
SART T TATERT, TAT TR JSTTRIT TUT ST ATTa AR TG, 5|

Question 3. Why does the poet compare the lover’s sighing to a furnace?
Hfd it Bt 3Rl Bt gAT U | T BT 82

Answer: The poet compares the sighing of lover with a furnace because there is equal
heat in the heart and emotions of love like the furnace of lover and his heart burns in the
warmth of love.

Hid U Bt 3MTET B a1 HE T el & b ISP fodt auT Hia-refi § gl okt U1 &t
TTHT B § iR 39T fod UH o1 TRATEE | SiedT 8T 2|

Question 4. Why does the poet call the ballad woeful?
wfa Wit & el B g:@- 1y Tl Hgar 82
Answer: The poet calls the ballad woeful because there is the sense of separation of

the beloved's presence and the lover always feels her absence and desires her company
all the time. It makes him restless and encourage to live with her.



Hid T o Tl B g T-HRT Hedl & Hitds 310 UIHHT I favg &1 HIa-T 8 | Ut gH=I S9!
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3R 3 UfHepT & 1Y T§ & forw Mieaifed i 81

Answer the following questions in 150 words each :

Question 1. Write a summary of the poem.

Hfadl o1 Al Sifeg|

Answer: In this poem the poet discusses about the life of human being which has been
classified in seven parts. In the beginning the poet uses metaphor and presents this
whole world in the form of a stage on which every person has to perform his role of
every stage and proceeds further.

The poet clears that a man takes birth and becomes school boy then after lover and
further a soldier and a justice and then becomes old and passes away. But during his
long life he does not spare a single moment to remember his creator and does not try to
do different in order to become permanent in this mortal world in order to achieve
immortality in this mortal world. At last the poet likes to make the people aware of this
world to do something different to be remembered everlasting after their death.
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Question 2. Explain with reference to the context the following extracts of the poem.

g eri=n &Y w7 wee o wfta awesd

Answer: (a) All the world’s a stage, And all the men and women merely players.

o Reference — These above lines have been taken from the poem “The Seven Ages
of Man”. It has been composed by the poet William Shakespeare who was born
in 1564 and passed away in 1616.



Context — In this stanza the poet presents the whole world in the form of stage
and introduces the human beings as the players and makes the life of men
prominent.

Explanation — The poet uses perfect metaphor and presents this world as a
stage and the men as the players who have to perform their roles in order to
prove the life of men important and play every role successfully in their life time.
He says that the man is only a performer in this world. He has to leave his place
sooner or later but definitely and leave his place blank for others to perform their
part.

T - T IIRIad Ufaed! < a1 Yot 31t 3 § ot 775 & o ®ia faferem
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(b) And then the lover, Sighing like furnace, with a woeful ballad Made to his mistress’
eyebrow.

Answer:

Reference — These lines have been taken from the poem “The Seven Ages of
Man” which have been composed by the poet William Shakespeare. He was born
in 1564 and passed away in 1616.

Context — In these lines the poet expresses the importance of love in life of a
human being. Love makes a man liable to lead a successful life in this mortal
world.

Explanation — In these lines the poet discusses about the age of love in the life of
a human being. The poet says that after a school boy the man becomes a lover
and he spends the most of his time to remember his beloved. He heaves his
sighs like furnace. He means to say that his heart fills with the heat of love and
he sings sorrowful songs due to the separation of his beloved and makes the
pictures of the eyebrow of his beloved. It shows his great affection for his



mistress.

. g - I dfcat < Yo oIt 31T B AT Hiadr I ot 1 & o b i3 faferaw
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Additional Questions
Answer the following questions in about 60-80 words each :

Question 1. Why does the poet present this world as a stage?

Hfd 3 AR DI WHT $ U T Tl Ugd BT 82

Answer: The poet presents this world as a stage because he would like to clear that the
man is not permanent in this world. So that he should not become materialistic and
enjoy his short life in association of the nature and worship his maker and love the
creation of God to become his favourite.

HI 3T GIR P U HI &b =Y T U BT ¢ Fiifes a8 WY 1§ o 3MeHl 39 IR, A
RIS 61 8| Ao I Wifamard! 781 &1 F1fgT auT 310 Be ¥ Sita- HIdt &l Uphid &
1Y H TOTRAT =T qUT 39 FATT B ot 1 A1y 3R 3R &1 7T § UH AT 91T
SR BT Todl 974 & far|

Question 2. Describe the first stage of man in your own words.

G Siia- 1 YYH TRIT H 3 Wsg H IS

Answer: In the first stage of life as a man takes birth as an infant and does not know
anyone. He spends most of his time in the arms of his nurse and remains crying and
vomiting without having any sense of his family members and lives free life without any
sorrow or attachment.




T Sfta &1 TuyH a1 H Ueh R & =0 H o ddl g a1 [t o1 oft 781 ggaman g1
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Question 3. Explain the life style of a man as a school boy.

TP TP & TSP & U H Ul $I ofita- el Hf qHsmsd|

Answer: The man lives a free life as a school boy. There is brightness of the sun on his
face. He carries a bag on his back and goes to school against his will. His eyes are full
of new ideas, different acts and experience of the world. He does not bother about
anything and remain happy.

3TeH! el A8 & FY H I Sl Sfidl 81 b g TR U O} TH Biell ¢ | Iqb
16 TR U ST BId ¢ TUT I8 3BT & (9% Thd SIIdl & | ST 3@ # U faaR, 3e
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Question 4. What does a man do during his youth?

i U+ garawIT H T BT 82

Answer: A man plays various roles in his youth. Sometimes he becomes a soldier and
takes an oath to fight for others. He desires to get honour from others. He also grows a
beard on his face, roams in the society like a leopard without fear and he is ready to
take any risk.

3TGHT 3Tt garaw § faftr TR &t i furdr g1 Fit ag Riarg! a97a1 § 8fiR gERi
¥ o gg R & T WY A1 81 98 SIRT T THH UM i 3537 T ¢ | 98 307 Ig¥ R
E'I'c,ﬁ%‘lldl%, dgU Bt ke JH H g Sie o< graT g 3R 31 off W1 a1 &1 dar
ATl

Question 5. Why does the poet call the old age as the second childhood?

Hid TSTIRIT B G ITITAIT T Hgal 82

Answer: The poet calls the old age as the second childhood because during this age a
man becomes like a child without teeth, without taste and does not remember anything.
He speaks in absurd language like a child due to absence of teeth, he cannot pronounce
the words properly. The air comes out through his mouth like a whistle.

HI MGH B SR P IR AU Bl ¢ | Hifc 39 AR b TR SHTGH = Bl
e 81 Ol ¢ | 39% Hg W aId 181 8id & | 34 bl TG &1 TgUN 1o} 8Idl o | 98 Pis drol
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Question 6. Which is the best stage of the life of a man?

HHG Sia 31 o St a1 ST 82

Answer: Youth is the best stage of the life of a man because during this age he lives a
free and fearless life. He lives his life for others and ready to fight for the rights of
others as a soldier. He takes risks and tries to get honour from others for his works. He
roams like a leopard freely. He grows beard on his face and enjoys the freedom of life
and tries to touch new targets of his life. He has the sense of sacrifice for others.

ST 3TGH & Sia Pt Jad st AR Bt & | FNfp 3 3aRIT P SR I W 3R
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Question 7. What message does the poet deliver to the readers on behalf of the poem

“The Seven Ages of Man"?

< Va1 TSIt 3T A BfaaT & 71w | B TTod| &) 91 49 a1 82
Or

Explain the theme of the poem?

Pfadr & = 1T B US|

Answer:

The poet says that the world is a stage and a man is a performer of this stage. The poet
expresses his views on the seven ages of a man by means of his roles on the stage. It is
a natural process which is governed by God. God is our creator and He is the supreme
power of all beings. The poet insists us to play our roles successfully and patiently. We
should be genuine in playing all the roles. These roles remind our duties towards
mankind.
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