The Heaven of Freedom

Comprehension Questions

Question 1. What, according to Tagore, are some of the qualities that the land of

freedom should have? 3R & 3HUR, 3 P A $© AAWATE & ot TP W 3 A
B =

Answer: According to Tagore, some of the qualities that the land of freedom should
have are-its people should be free and fearless. They should live with dignity. They
should be united, truthful, progressive, rational, open to new ideas or things etc.

SR F ORI F A=W S U Wi S A g A8 I §- ARl Wad 3R Haad
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Question 2. How does Tagore condemn sectarianism and communalism in the

poem? Hfadl # TR AHSIRAS TPiviar @ AeiRear &1 A<l {5 ToR #3482

Answer: In the poem Tagore condemns sectarianism and communalism as diving
factors. He wishes that his countrymen should not be divided due to caste, creed,

language etc. HiAdT H SR ARG YHIvdl g AHIETRAH S T fauiford &= ard
géwﬁ%guﬁma% I8 TTEd ¢ fob 37 Sxrandt Sifa, e,y sife & Rt 3o
gUAEN

Question 3. How does Tagore refer to the struggle for perfection and rationality?

SR qufar g aifherar g Tud @t Ha R Hd &2

Answer: Tagore, referring to the struggle for perfection and rationality, says that his
countrymen should make all efforts to get perfection in all fields of life, and they should
accept new ideas on the basis of reason. They should not be the blind followers of dead
(old) habits.
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Question 4. Comment on the construction of the last line of the poem. Ffadar ot

3ifaw ufdd &1 =1 wR fewoft o

Answer: The last line of the poem expresses the poet’s profound love for his country
and need of freedom in the lives of his countrymen. Thus, he prays to God to bless them
with freedom. The way he compares a free nation with the heaven of freedom, it proves
the importance of freedom in our life.
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Question 5. How does this poem achieve meaning in the context of the freedom

struggle? Il U & T ¥ ag wigar »4 arde (srdyol) s+t 82

Answer: The poet indirectly appeals to his countrymen to be brave, dignified, truthful,
knowledgeable, rational, united and progressive. This poem achieves meaning in the
context of the freedom struggle because it inspires them to achieve freedom.
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Question 6. Is this the song of a patriot ? Why? &I dg Udh a'EZT‘l-ITET &7 M %7 N

Answer: Yes, indeed this is the song of a patriot because the entire poem expresses the
poet's deep concern and love for his country. He prays to God to bless his country with
freedom and make his countrymen prudent. The poem is a prayer as well as an indirect
appeal to the countrymen to make their country strong and lead it on the path of
progress.
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Creative Writing

Relate the theme of the poem to the background of the freedom struggle. &fddl &l
a5 -a%g 1 W=dT GUTH B g8YH I g HRA| (Hints: fear-head is held high -
fragments and narrow domestic walls — depth of truth — dreary desert of dead habit -
heaven of freedom — my Father — let my country awake)

Answer: Freedom Struggle of India

India was ruled by the English. Initially people had fear of the English. But there were
many patriots of extraordinary courage. They wanted to hold our motherland’s head
high. But it was very tough work for them because our country was divided into
fragments and narrow domestic walls. Such courageous people encouraged the people
of India. The innocent but determined people of our country came forward for the noble
cause. The depth of truth did not let them wander into the dreary desert of dead habit.
A day came when our country won independence. The prayer of the poet was heard by
the Father of the Universe. Our country awoke into that heaven of freedom.
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Short Answer Type Questions
Answer the following Questions in about 30 words each :

Question 1. What type of India does the poet want to see ? Explain. Ffd frg ToR
BT YR 3G I8l 82 9 HIA |

Answer: The poet wants to see India free. He wishes his countrymen to be fearless,
respectful and truthful. They should not be divided among themselves due to caste,
creed, language etc. They should accept or give up ideas on the basis of reason, and
make all their efforts to achieve perfection.
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Question 2. Why does the poet stress on ‘reason’ as one of the qualities of free

India? ®f3 WdT HRd B 3r3184] (FAuzrars) A A v ‘dd’ TR SR ) 371 82

Answer: The poet wishes that when India gets freedom, its people should be reasonable
(rational). People should accept new ideas and give up old ideas (useless habits) on the
basis of reason. If they continue following dead habits blindly, they will not be free
truely. So he stresses on reason’.

Hfd TTedI 8 P ST HRd Wdd 81 a9 Tgl anT Ht difdhes 8f 1 a7 Tai faaR &l db &
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Question 3. What does the poet mean by ‘where knowledge is free”? ‘where
knowledge is free’ A Ff BT T T %"

Answer: By ‘where knowledge is free’ the poet means availability of knowledge without
any check on it. He wishes that in free India knowledge should be the right of every
person. People should be free to gain knowledge without any restriction.

'Where knowledge is free’ ¥ Hd &1 T foT fpdt ufdame & I &t SUARIAT A || 98
Ieal g | f W YR & 79 R IS afdd o1 IfIGR g1 anfed | e forht ufder &
ST 1 UTed R & ford Tadd &l

Word-meanings and Hindi Translation

Stanza 1: Where the mind ............ awake.(Page 80)

Word-meanings : fragments ((h7TH<H) = gcm%l narrow (ﬁﬁ) = Wﬁl domestic walls
SRS dfed) = Sfa, &, HToT 31 & STUR TR SM=IRD fAUTS | depth (SR) = (here)
I &1 dThd/TERIS | tireless (CTATN) = 37a, 31foRd, AR | striving (Rerafd™) = v
stretch (@d) = T perfection (C\[JWH) = q;UT?lTI stream of reason (\‘Eﬁ'ﬁf &ﬁlaﬂ\_ﬂ) =
oot aTd/aTfdhes W | dreary desert sand of dead habit ($31R Svic ¥ 31fd S8 gfde)
= Wwﬁx@ﬁaﬂﬁ-ﬁmﬁ%ﬂwmm led forward (ﬁgtb‘lvﬁzg) = T ST STl




21 thee @) = your, @, (TEN God, %R | ever widening [RaH-ATZSH) = g fawRa
B dTdT| Father = (here) God, S4R | awake (31d) = ST

fewat SraTe-STel anT Yaqad 81 3R (Td ¥) RR 41 38, S8 911 Wad 81, Siel TR sel
31T (SI1fd, &H T HTNT & 3MYR TR fAHISId) 7 1, STeT Wea ¥ bl T6R18 F Heperd &1, S8l
quidT &1 UG g MR-k U fobd T BT | ST IR eh b Tws URT = U1 IRl o4 b
R AfA-Rarsil & Ry Tewd ¥ 761 QA1 5, 951 W ARKTSS B oY §RT AR 61 96d §U
oY auT Sl H T & S AT 8, § URATT, VR TdsdT & & | AR S S|

Explanation with Reference to Context

Stanza 1: Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high; Where knowledge
is free; Where the world has not been broken up into fragments by narrow domestic
walls; Where words come out from the depth of truth; Where tireless striving stretches
its arms towards perfection;

Reference : These lines have been taken from the poem “The Heaven of Freedom’
composed by Rabindranath Tagore.

Context: In these lines the poet makes an appeal to God to make his country perfect.
(great) in all fields.

Explanation: The poet wishes that the people of his country should be free and fearless.
They should live with dignity. They should get free knowledge. There should not be any
restriction in getting knowledge. They should not be divided on the basis of caste,
creed, language etc. They should be truthful. They should make all efforts without tiring
to get perfection in all fields of life.

o3 ufaqar =1y SR gRT Id HAdT The Heaven of Freedom’ I it T8 &

TRIT-3 Ufdaal § Hd SHR T 30 <= &1 &R UHR F Iul g HgH S BT 3R1Y Hal 5 |

RS-HTd BT BT & foh 30 S (HRA) & AN Wi 3R YIS &, § Me-THH J
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T8 d I W I ardl g1 | d e & T &5 B guidl W & o o R 3=
I a1 6 aTd o |




Stanza 2: Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way into the dreary desert
sand of dead habit; Where the mind is led forward by thee into ever-widening thought
and action into that heaven of freedom, my Father, my country awake.

Reference: These lines have been taken from the poem “The Heaven of Freedom’
composed by Rabindranath Tagore.

Context: Here the poet presents an ideal picture of free India. He prays to God to make
his country free and progressive.

Explanation: The poet prays to God that the people of his country should not be slave to
useless habits. He compares reason to a clear stream and old useless traditions and
customs to a dreary desert. He wishes that this stream of reason should not flow
through a dull desert of old and useless customs and habits. In other words, they (the
people of India) should accept new ideas on the basis of reason. His countrymen should
be progressive in their thoughts and actions. He prays to God to bless his countrymen
so that they awake in such heaven of freedom (an ideal country) which the poet wishes
India to be.

ey-3 ufeaar <=1y SR gRT I HIIdl The Heaven of Freedom’ T &t TRIt €1
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TRAT-Hd SYR T U1 B § fob ITb eardt & &1 3iedl & RIGR 7 8f1 98 db &l
JoT U Wes YRT Y 3R o7 & R Sfa-Rars &t ga-1 te Ry qowd d axar g1 98
Iedl & fob ITP AR dh B WD YRT Bl BISH TR 3Gl b 1RT HERIT Bl Id §
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