The Cow of the Barricades

Textual Questions
(A) Tick the correct alternative :

Question 1. Women and children were taken to the camps by field

a) to have food together

b) to save them from the attack of government army
) to make a plan to attack the enemies

d) none of the above
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Answer: (b) to save them from the attack of government army

Question 2. On hearing about the attack of the government, the workmen

a) erected a barricade

b) secured houses and hoarded valuables
¢) collected arms

d) all of the above
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Answer: (d) all of the above

Question 3. The workmen laid down their arms because

a) the master was against violence

b) they thought it was impossible to take on the enemy

c) they felt uplifted, and felt that cow would somehow protect them.
d) all of the above
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Answer: (c) they felt uplifted, and felt that cow would somehow protect them.
(B) Answer the following questions in about 15-20 words each :

Question 1. Why does the author say that Gauri was not a dedicated cow?
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Answer: Gauri, unlike other cows was never caught by any shopkeeper eating grams,
nor was she found huddled in the cattlepond as stray cows do.
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Question 2. What did Gauri do on appearing at the hermitage on Tuesday?
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Answer: Gauri stood there and nibbled at the master’s hair. Shaking her head, she
ambled round the master and disappeared among the bushes.
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Question 3. What did people do with their offerings untouched by Gauri ?
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Answer: People did not take back the untouched offerings. They threw it into the river
water to be eaten by fishes.
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Question 4. What made the workmen furious?
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Answer: Some workmen were behind the barricades. Gauri, the cow, walked towards
them. They got furious saying, “People send the cow instead of coming to help us.
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Question 5. What did Seth Jamnalal Dwarkachand do after buying two houses on
either side of the barricades?
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Answer: After buying two houses on either side of barricades, Seth Jamnalal
Dwarkachand cut a loop road through the two houses and in the middle he erected a
metal statue of Gauri.
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(C) Answer the following questions in about 50 words :

Question 1. What does the author say about the snake and rat playing under the
master’s bed ?
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Answer: The author has beautifully used symbolism here. In the city people are living
happily and merrily. The life they are leading is full of happiness. They need not to worry
about anything. Thus the use of phrase,” the snake and the rat playing under the
master’s bed” shows this clearly.
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Question 2. Why did the workmen lay down their arms ?
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Answer: In honour of the cow Gauri, the workmen laid down their arms. Previously they
were hiding behind the barricades. When they saw Gauri coming towards them, they got
furious. As Gauri came nearer, the workmen laid down their arms, to show respect and
folded their hands and fell prostrate at her feet.
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Question 3. Describe the march of Gauri to the barricades.
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Answer: People had a deep faith for Gauri in their hearts. That day when Gauri was
moving towards the barricades, her head was gently bent and her ears were pressed
back. She was looking like someone going to the temple with fruits and flowers to offer
to the goddess. Gauri walked on but she neither shuddered nor ran towards the
barricades.
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Question 4. How did the town'’s folk honour Gauri after her heroic death?
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Answer: In order to keep Gauri's sacrifice fresh in the people’s mind forever, Seth
Jamnalal Dwarka Chand erected a metal statue of Gauri at the spot she was killed.
People offered Gauri flowers, honey, fruits, sweets and first green grass of spring.
Hawkers cried at railway station, selling the toy model of Gauri.

TR & Sfere@ &1 A & fodl & g0en & o arol am & Yo ¥ 96 SHATA gR®I
g A IR & P WY TR I U1 P Gl WU Bt | A7 7R &1 Bdt, Wee, fegat sik
SO ! Ugdll <1 U SHfid Hd | ¥ed WA TR B ard IR Bt ol & AT sad |

Question 5. What made the Master resign?
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Answer: The Master did not like conflict and bloodshed. When the Master saw that
some workmen had brought picks, scythes, crowbars and rifles and a regular fighting
army ready to face the British armies, he tried his best to stop them. But the workmen
were determined to fight. So in deep despair the Master was forced to resign.
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(D) Answer the following questions in about 100 words each :

Question 1. Write a note on symbolism in “The Cow of the Barricades”.
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Answer: This story is set in the thirties of the 20th century when Gandhiji began his non
violence movement against the British. The cow becomes symbolic of the synthesis
between carrying on the traditions and yet adapting to the changing times.

The image of the sacred cow and how people worship the animal becomes a repository
of traditional values and when the cow is shot in the head by a British officer, thus
saving several lives, it becomes a martyr in the cause of the Indian freedom struggle.
The writer has given a realistic portrayal of India as well as the beliefs that people held.
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Question 2. How did people take the mysterious appearance of Gauri?
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Answer: Gauri used to come to the Master. People took the cow to be a strange
creature, which used to disappear after paying a visit. Only the Master knew about the
whereabouts of Gauri. Everybody liked, loved and respected Gauri. People thought her
to be goddess Lakshmi.

Different people came to her with various wishes to be granted and fulfilled. The story
was written in thirties, when people were not much literate. They could be : led in any
direction. People had blind beliefs.

Gauri, in the story, has been pictured as a pious creature. At the same time her
mysterious appearance and disappearance make the belief firmly fixed in the people’s
mind.
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Additional Questions

Answer the following questions in about 50 words each :

Question 1. What was the master’s opinion regarding the battle against red men ?
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Answer: The Master was a peace-loving person. He did not like to use violence to get
freedom. The Master advised people to boycott foreign goods, stop serving the British
Government and refuse to pay taxes. He was against setting up barricades in the name
of peace, for much blood will be spilt.
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Question 2. How did people show their trust in Gauri as a goddess ?
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Answer: Everybody in the city liked, loved and respected Gauri. People thought her to
be goddess Lakshmi. They would come to her with various wishes to be fulfilled.
Therefore every Tuesday, there was a well prepared procession of men and women at
the Master’s hermitage.
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Question 3. What were the after effects of Gauri’s death in the city?
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Answer: The sacred cow had very special qualities. Therefore, Gauri was treated with
respect. She was a part of the ancient Indian tradition. Gauri died of a bullet fired by a
British officer during the freedom riots. This probably saved the lives of many in the city.
She was a martyr in the cause of the Indian freedom struggle.
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Question 4. How does this story depict India’s Freedom Movement ?
g BT URA & WAAdT SaIe BT 0l fhd UHR Fall o7

Answer: This story gives a picture of India’s struggle for independence under the
inspiring leadership of M.K. Gandhi. In the story, the Master is none other than the
Mahatma. Mahatma Gandhi is in the background and the master advising the people is
his representative. Gauri, the cow is representing mother India.
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Answer the following questions in about 100 words each :

Question 1. How can you say that people had blind faith in Gauri?
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Answer: Gauri, the central figure of the story was found in different places at different
times. Everybody liked, loved and respected Gauri as a sacred creature. People thought
her to be goddess Lakshmi who helps both rich and poor.

People come to her carrying various wishes to be granted and fulfilled — the students for
good marks, girls for handsome husbands, windows for purity, childless for children and
the like. Therefore every Tuesday there was a well prepared procession of men and



women at the Master’s hermitage. But Gauri used to pass by them all like a holy lady
among men.
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Question 2. Describe the wavering mental state of people between violence and
non-violence.
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Answer: This story clearly shows that people can easily be led in any direction, if they
are not literate. They are not able to understand the realities and start thinking and
acting as the majority of them do. The red man’s government thought to rule over India
whatever be the cost.

While the whole town was tense and full of barricades, Gauri walked along, surrounded
by people, among whom some started worshipping her and begged her for peace and
salvation.

The chief of the red men fired a shot and Gauri died on the spot. A rich man built a
metal statue of Gauri there and people started worshipping her. So people had wavering
mental states between violence and non-violence.
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Question 3. Where does the main turning point lie in the story? Describe.
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Answer: Most of the people in the city were peace loving, but some people had no faith
in non violence. Gauri felt dejected about it and even slied a tear. The Master was forced
to resign because the workers wanted to fight.

They refused to be non-violent. Both the parties were set for the showdown-the military
on one side, the people armed with picks, scythes, crowbars and even stolen rifles on
the other side of the barricades.

Gauri came at last and everyone expected her to save the situation. She was greeted
with chants of 'Vande Mataram'. The soldiers were puzzled wondering if it was a flag of
truce. It is the main turning point in the story.
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