The Praying Hands

Summary of the Lesson

This chapter is about a poor family with sixteen children who lived near Khetri. The
father, blacksmith.by profession, had to work very hard from morning till late night to
feed his family. Two of his sons, Kuldeep Singh and Sudeep Singh were talented in the
field of art yet they knew that they would not be able to go to Jaipur to study at the
academy to polish their art as the financial condition of the family was very poor. Both
the brothers discussed a lot about this and came to a decision that they would toss a
coin and whosoever wins the toss will go to Jaipur to study at the academy. And the one
who loses will stay back, will work in the nearby mines to earn money so that the winner
could get financial support to complete his studies at the academy. And after
completing the studies he will come back and support the family. Both the brothers
agreed on this.

Next morning, the coin was tossed. Sudeep won the toss, hence went to Jaipur for
studies. Kuldeep to support Sudeep financially started working in dangerous mines for
next four years, Time passed. Sudeep became an artist. He returned to his village. A
dinner party was organised. After the party Sudeep acknowledged Kuldeep's effort, hard
work and sacrifice. And he told Kuldeep to go and study in Jaipur. Now, Kuldeep burst
into tears as his health did not allow him to do so because of working in so bad
conditions. He refused softly as it was to0 late for him to go Jaipur for studies. His bones
smashed at least once while working at the mines and he was suffering from arthritis
also. it was too difficult to hold a pen or a brush to draw Or write something.

Sudeep painted hundreds of paintings but people are aware about one of his works
only. It is the painting of the hands of his brother Kuldeep. He named his painting as
‘Hands’ only but people renamed his masterpiece as ‘The Praying Hands'.
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Difficult Words (&6 ¥ )

Profession—any occupation that needs special training or skill; dHTY, U= Toil—to
work hard continuously; HiSH URYH HTI Pursue-chase, to seek; GTBT HAT, HRd T8,
SIJURUT| Despite inspite of; d1dS]q Miserable-unhappy; gdc Talent—ability; 1T,
UfAYT | Dangerous risky; WA, SIRIH HRT |[Financed—to invest money; [SHIGIN
Earned — gain by labour or service; SHTFT | Instant-a very brief portion of time; qXd |
Praise commend; U=, TRT8T | Beloved much loved; Y {01 Sacrifice to make an
offering; <M, SfIaM | Ambition aspiration; 3THTNT, HETHI&T | Shaking — moving to
and fro; fe@T, SBITATI Sobbed — weep convulsively; IRCEIl Wiped - rubbed; CIERI] |
Smashed—break into pieces;gdvg - gcrb@_s' hAT |Suffering—affected by; YITdH, difed
BT Arthritis — a disease of bones; Tf3ATI Delicate — fine; ®Hd, TRI®, 3AH| Abused -
used wrongly; W“T Al | Masterpiece—a work of art; Wﬁ | Refined-make free

from impurities; tI'ﬁ'WTW:ITI Skills ability to do a thing expertly; ﬁHUI?ﬁ g
Celebrate-perform | with proper rites; 3c&4d HATAI

Glossary

Profession : a type of job that needs special training or skill
Toil : to work very hard or for a long time



Pursue : try to achieve something over a period of time
Miserable :very unhappy or uncomfortable

Despite : to show that something happened after prevention ; inspite of
Sobbed : cried and drew in breath noisily

Arthritis : a disease that causes pain and swelling in the joints of the body
Familiar : well known

Masterpiece : a work of art such as a painting

Ambition  :a strong desire to do or achieve something

The Praying Hands Textbook Questions Solved
Activity - |

A. Choose the suitable alternative.
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Question 1. The blacksmith worked hard because
(a) he was a blacksmith by profession

(b) he had to support a large family

(c) he lived in a village

(d) the condition of children was pitiable
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Question 2. Both the brothers could not go to the academy for the future studies
because

(a) they were not interested in studies.

(b) they wanted to work at home.

(c) their family condition was miserable.

(d) they were lazy.
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Answer. 1. (a) 2. (c)

B. Say whether the following statements are True or False.
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Question 1. Blacksmith used to work for three hours.
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Question 2. Kuldeep should go down into the mines to fulfill his dream.
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Question 3. Sudeep and Kuldeep had ambitions to join Academy.
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Question 4. Sudeep has been suffering from back pain.
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Question 5. The praying hands is the great Masterpiece of Kuldeep.
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Answer. 1. False 2. False 3. True 4. False
5. True.

C. Answer the following questions in 10 to 20 words.
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Question 1. Where was the academy situated?

3hTeH! dhel fyd di?

Answer. The academy was situated in Jaipur.
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Question 2. Why did Kuldeep not go to the academy?
PAGIT SfhIGH! T I8! TaT?




Answer. Kuldeep didn't go to the academy as they had decided that winner of the toss

will go and Sudeep won the toss. FAGTT SHIGH! FTTT a1 7T Fiifch THSA &b STAR
eI T aTalT ST SR g = e SitdT T

Question 3. Why did Kuldeep have to go in the mines to work?
HAcl Dl WaH § ShR S Tl HAT UST?

Answer. As decided, the loser had to work to support the winner financially and
Kuldeep had lost the toss.
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Question 4. What was the reason for the party?

U1l & SIS T T HRUT UT?

Answer. The reason of the party was Sudeep’s homecoming after the completing of
four-year course in Jaipur.
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Question 5. What did both brothers do to fulfill their dreams?
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Answer. After many long discussions at night, both brothers worked out a pact to fulfill
their dreams.
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C. Answer the following questions in 20 to 30 words.
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Question 1. Why could the brothers not fulfill their dreams?

TS 30 U ! GRT FI Tg] DR Hdh?

Answer. The brothers could not fulfill their dreams because they were very poor and
they were not financially sound to study further in other city.
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Question 2. How did Kuldeep help his brother?

PN F 3T HTS b Heg b BI?

Answer. Kuldeep helped his brother by working in the dangerous mines for four years
so that he could help his brother financially. He sacrificed a lot for his brother.
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Activity - Il
A. ‘Easy’ is the opposite of ‘Hard’. Therefore it is an antonym or opposite.

Question 1. Find out antonyms for the words below in the box. miserable, small,
started, familiar, necessary

Answer. Happy, Big, Finished, Unfamiliar, Unnecessary.

B. Complete the sentence with the opposite words of the words given in the
brackets.

l. The small Village Khetri is very .......... from Jaipur (far)

Il. They know that their father was .......... to buy a car (able)

I1l. We should get up .......... (late)

IV. Kuldeep Singh .......... the toss ( lost)

Answer. |. near Il. Unable 1. Early IV. won.

C. Correct the mis spelt words.

1. profesions

2. suport

3. repaeted

4. sueffring

5. absued

Answer.

1. profesions — professions
2. suport — support

3. repaeted — repeated



4. sueffring — suffering
5. absued — abused

Activity - 1l

Read the following sentences carefully.

l. I have lost my book.

ll. Nazma has not prepared the food yet.

I1l. Has Nazma prepared food?

Has \ Have + Ill form of the main verb is used to express an action that has been
completed in the immediate past and has its effect in the present.

A. Rewrite the following sentence as directed.

l. They have picked up their bags and are ready to go. (Negative)
ll. Deepa has not given her books. (affirmative)

lll. He has helped a boy (negative)

IV. Pinku has not completed his work (interrogative)

V. She has cleaned the room thoroughly (negative).

Answer.

l. They have not picked their bags and are not ready to go. (negative)
ll. Deepa has given her books. (affirmative)

lll. He has not helped a boy (negative)

IV. Has Pinku not completed his work? (interrogative)

V. She has not cleaned the room thoroughly (negative)

B. Complete the following sentences using has/have along with the correct form
of the verbs given in the brackets.

l. Saroj .......... (go) to her school.

[l. Manish .......... (pluck) flowers from the garden.

lll. The patient .......... (show) a great improvement.

V. Manoj ......... (finish) his food.

Vol (announce) my marriage.

Answer.



l. Saroj has gone (go) to her school.

ll. Manish has plucked (pluck) flowers from the garden.
lll. The patient has shown (show) a great improvement.
IV. Manoj has finished (finish) his food.

V. | have announced (announce) my marriage.

C. Arrange words in proper order to make sentences:
not done/ he/ has/ homework/ yet/his

Example: He has not done his homework yet.

l. has / kicked / he / the / ball.

Il. you / prepared / have / recipe / a fine

lll. you / been / ever / have / to Jaipur?

IV. has / not / coloured / the picture / Chiya.

V. has / brought / Indra / a video game.

Answer.

l. He has kicked the ball.

Il. You have prepared a fine recipe.

lll. Have you ever been to Jaipur?

IV. Chiya has not coloured the picture.
V. Indra has brought a video game.

Activity -IV

Question 1. You have heard about Pannadhai’s sacrifice. Tell how she saved the

prince.

Answer. Pannadhai saved the life of prince Amar Singh ji of Mewar. After killing his
father Maharaja Ajay Singh ji, Baldev, brother of Ajay Singh, wanted to kill Amar Singh
too. But Panna Dhai the nursing mother of Amar Singh took him and made her own son
lie instead on bed. Baldev killed the son of Panna Dhai mistaking him as prince Amar

Singh.

Activity-V

Question 1. Find out what a blacksmith does. How is he useful to the society?

Write your experience in short paragraph.



Answer. When my father wanted to renovate our house he called for the black-smith to
mend the gate.

Ramu, the blacksmith was sturdy man who brought the tools with him. The hinge of the
gate was broken. Ramtu took out his tools and made a new hinge and rescued it to its
place. The gate was mended and we were able to close the gate properly. We were all
happy to see the gate closed. Because an open gate creates a security problem. We
realised the importance of the blacksmith.

The Praying Hands Additional Questions for Practice

A. Tick the correct alternative.
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Question 1. Where did the family live?
(a) Bikaner

(b) Jaipur

(c) a small village near Khetri

(d) Ajmer
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Question 2. What was the profession of the father?
(a) blacksmith

(b) cook

(c) cleaner

(d) farmer
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Question 3. How many children where there in the family?
(@) 14
(b) 15
(c) 16



(d) 17
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Question 4. What was the dream of Kuldeep and Sudeep?
(a) to be a teacher

(b) to be a farmer

(c) to visit various places

(d) to pursue their talent for art
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Question 5. What was the pact?
(a) to toss the coin
(b) to win the race
(c) to earn money
(d) to eat sweets
T YT?
(31 Ram1 ISTA
() SIS it
) U HHAT
@ frem @

Question 6. Who won the toss?
(a) Nikhil

(b) Sudeep

(c) Kuldeep

(d) Hardeep
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Question 7. Who worked in mines?
(@) Kuldeep

(b) Sandeep

(c) Sudeep

(d) Jagdeep
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Question 8. What was the duration of the course?
(@) 4:

(b)5

(c) 3

(d)2
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Question 9. Kuldeep suffered from which disease?
(a) Migraine

(b) Arthritis

(c) Cancer

(d) Asthama
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Question 10. What was the name of Sudeep’s masterpiece?
(@) The praying hands

(b) The crying eyes

(c) The heart

(d) My brother
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Answer.
1. (c) 2.(a) 3.(c) 4. (d) 5.(@) 6. (b)
8. (a) 9. (b) 10. (a)

B. Answer the following questions in 10 to 20 words.
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Question 1. Where did the blacksmith’s family live?
IBR b1 URAR Bl IgdT UT?

Answer. The blacksmith’s family lived in a small village near Khetri.
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Question 2. What was the dream of Kuldeep and Sudeep?

FAG R FeIT BT U= T UT?

Answer. Kuldeep and Sudeep had a dream of pursuing their talent of art.
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Question 3. What was the loser supposed to do?

BRA aTdl &I T HAT UT?

Answer. The loser was supposed to work and earn money to support the winner.
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Question 4. Who could fulfill his dream of joining the academy?

3{BTGH! S DT JUAT fordenT GRT §3HT?

Answer. Sudeep could fulfill his dream of joining the academy.

S{DHIGH! ST PT JUAT Faiu b1 G g3 |

7. (a)



Question 5. What name was given to the masterpiece of Sudeep, by people?
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Answer. Sudeep’s masterpiece was named as “The Praying Hands’ by the people.
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C. Answer the following questions in 20 to 30 words.
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Question 1. What was the profession of the father? How many children were there
in the family?
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Answer. The profession of the father was that of a blacksmith. There were sixteen
children in the family.
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Question 2. What did the father do to feed the family?
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Answer. The father had to toil from 7 am in the morning till 10 at night to feed his
family.
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Question 3. What did two brothers decide?
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Answer. Both the brothers after a long discussion, decided a pact for which they tossed
a coin in the morning.
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D. Answer the following questions in 30 to 40 words.
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Question 1. What were the loser and winner entitled for?

3R ST 9T &1 T HAT UT? |



Answer. The loser had to go to the nearby mines to earn money to support the winner
at the academy. The winner had to go to the academy situated in Jaipur for pursuing the
art course.
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Question 2. Why was it too late for Kuldeep to go to Jaipur for studies?
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Answer. It was too late for Kuldeep to go to Jaipur for studies because working in
dangerous mines had smashed his bones most of the times and he was suffering from
arthritis also.
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