The Last Lesson

Textual Questions
Comprehension Questions

A. Choose the correct alternative:

Question 1. Who was reading the bulletin?

a) Mr Hamel

b) Blacksmith

c) Commanding officer
d) Little Franz
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Question 2. “What a thunderclap these words were to me”. The words were

(a) loud and clear

(b) startling and unexpected.

(c) pleasant and welcome

(d) heavy and inaudible

Question 3. What made him forget all about Mr Hamel's ruler and cranky
behaviour?

(a) seeking bird’s eggs

(b) going sliding on the Saar

(c) the idea that he was going away

(d) Mr.Hamel allowed him in the class

Question 4. Which language according to M. Hamel was the most beautiful and
the most logical

a) German
b) French

) Spanish
d) English

—_~ A~ A~ o~
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B. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each:

fRafifad Qe U% &1 IR 30-40 Yeal | IR

Question 1. Why was the narrator scared of going to school that morning?
3 g G faemed S § 1 SR g UT?

Answer: Franz's teacher had asked the students to prepare a lesson on participles but
he knew nothing about them. Moreover, he was late for school, so he thought that he
would be scolded. This is why the narrator was scared of going to school that morning.
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Question 2. What did Franz see as he passed the town hall?

q Thol €134 81d (THTTR) o U I ORI dl 39 ol G

Answer: There was a bulletin board at the town hall. It gave people news of the lost
battles or the orders of commanding officers etc. Franz saw a large crowd in front of the
bulletin board to read the latest news.
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Question 3. Who were the village people? How did they look?
T a1 B U7 9 pY fe@rs od A7

Answer: The village people sitting quietly on the back benches were old Hauser, the
former mayor, the former postmaster and several others. They were looking very sad
upon knowing about the German order.
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Question 4. Why did Mr Hamel say that it was his last lesson?
M g5 2 i el fob Ug ITepT i UTS UT?

Answer: Mr Hamel said that it was his last lesson because the order had come from
Berlin to teach only German in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine and that it was their
last lesson in French. The new master came the next day.
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Question 5. How did Franz's attitude towards his books and Mr Hamel change?

o1 &1 ST 8Hd 3R U T & dR H YIS fohd oRE dad 1?

Answer; Formerly, Franz did not listen to his teacher carefully, but now he listened to
him quite attentively. His respect for his teacher increased. He began to love his books.
The books that seemed to him too heavy and nuisance a while ago, were his fast friends
now.
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Question 6. Why had Franz not been able to learn much at school?
Thwol faered O 9gd $© 1 o] UG T o1?

Answer: Franz had not been able to learn much at school because he used to go for
seeking birds eggs or going sliding on the Saar instead of studying. The books seemed
to him a nuisance and heavy to carry.
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Question 7. What did Mr Hamel say about the French language?
S 8 A Thdl UTT & SR W T Hal?

Answer: Mr Hamel is a great lover of his language. His praise for his mother tongue
shows his great love for French. He says that French is the most beautiful language in
the world. It is the clearest and the most logical language.
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Question 8. How did Mr Hamel bid farewell to his school?
ST 89a 3 3o faerrera ¥ srafdal fvd UsR Fell

Answer: At the time of dismissing the class, Mr Hamel did not say anything to the
students because he got emotional. He just leaned his head against the wall and without
a word made a gesture with his hand “school is dismissed-you may go.”
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C. Answer the following questions in 125 words each:

fFfafed e Uy &1 IR 125 Tsal | SR

Question 1. ‘It was the day of surprises for Franz'. What surprises did he notice at
school that day?

gﬁﬁg%%ﬁ 3ydaferd g &1 fad o' | 39 faemea & 39 fer o smepdee geaai
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Answer: It was the day of surprises for Franz because he noticed many, uncommon
things at school. When he reached there, it was all so still. He had to count on the
commotion to get to his desk without being seen, but that day everything was as quiet
as Sunday morning.

His classmates were already in their places and M. Hamel was walking up and down with
his terrible iron ruler under his arm. Instead of scolding him, M. Hamel asked Franz very



quietly to go to his place quickly. On the back benches of the class, the village people
were sitting quietly. Everybody was looking sad. M. Hamel was wearing his beautiful
green coat, his frilled shirt, and the little black silk cap, all embroidered. He wore them
on inspection and prize days.
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Question 2. Franz hated school at first, but he suddenly began to like it. Comment.

Th~al Ugdl Xbd Y Ahd HRdl UT, Wi 98 3 gl 59 UG A o | fewgoft sifs

Answer: Franz had always been careless about his studies. He hated his school as he
found it a tough task to prepare his lessons. One day his teacher, M. Hamel told the
class that it was their last lesson in their mother tongue, French. From the next day, they
were going to be taught German in place of French.

His teacher was also going to leave the school. This made Franz very emotional. He felt
sorry for having neglected his studies. He listened to his teacher very attentively that
day. He seemed eager to know all in that last lesson.

The thought of losing lessons in his language made him grow fond of his language as
well as of his school. Now he began to like the school that he had hated earlier.
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Question 3. What ideas of Mr Hamel's character do you form after reading “The
Last Lesson’?

3ifH UTe’ B U & d18 3% feaTT # i 89d ot it 3fd fAftfd gkt g2

Answer: Mr Hamel is a teacher in Alsace. He teaches French. We can observe the
following traits of his character.

A True Devoted Teacher of French:
On the last day, he praises the French language. He says that it is the most beautiful and
logical language in the world.

faithful to Duty:
Even on the last day of his leaving the place, he teaches the students sincerely. He
reaches up to the last moment.

Strict Disciplinarian:
He likes discipline and believes in corporal punishment. He keeps an iron ruler with him.

Sentimental:
On the last day when it is time to close the school he stands up to say something but he
can speak nothing. He becomes emotional.

Patriot:

He is a true patriot. He praises the French language. He scolds the students for not
learning French. He says that the Germans will make fun of them because they don't
know French. He writes “Viva La France !"

Lover of Nature:
He loves nature. He has grown a garden in the campus of the school. In this way he is a
man of excellent character.
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Question 4. Draw a character sketch of M. Hamel.
M. Hamel &1 TRF-f0r Siford |

Answer: In the beginning, M. Hamel emerges as a very strict teacher who always keeps
a ruler in his hand. Apparently, it appears that M. Hamel does not understand the tender
feelings of his students. He seems to be a typically hard task-master.

But when he teaches his last lesson, the sensitive and thought-provoking teacher within
him comes out. He is a great patriot and wants his students and countrymen to be
proud of their nation and language.

He exhorts them to come forward and to keep their language and culture intact and
alive. M. Hamel is a very patient fellow. He teaches even his last lesson with great
patience. To sum up, M. Hamel is a perfect teacher.
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D. State True or False:

Question 1. The Prussian soldiers were running.

Question 2. That day everything had to be as quiet as Sunday morning.
Question 3. His sister was packing their trunks.

Question 4. Mr Hamel had no cap on his head.

Question 5. Franz was happy to hear school is dismissed.

Answers.

1. False
2. True
3. True
4. False
5. False

E. Creative Writing:

Question 1. Imagine that you are little Franz and you see the crowd near the
bulletin board. What ideas would come in your mind at that time?

Tt HeT=1 o) foh 310 TP BIC Tool 81 31 34 Y1 U5 & TH T S & 81| 39 I57d
3T 9 § o7 fdaR SMa?

Answer: If | were little Franz, | would stop at the bulletin board. | would read what was



written on it. | would feel sorry for not learning my own mother tongue-French. | would
be angry with the ruler who issued such an order. | would feel sorry for the teacher also.

Question 2. Have you ever changed your opinion about someone or something
that you had earlier liked or disliked? Narrate what led you to change your mind.

1 3o Bt {5l oafad a1 axg & IR # 319 faaR sgd & S 31y ugd udie a1 AMdig
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Answer: My father is a teacher and a kind man. We have a maternal uncle. He was a rich
man. We respected him very much. He used to visit our house time and again. We felt
very happy when he visited our house.

He used to bring sweets and fruits for us. My father used to lend him money. We didn't
know this but mother knew it. One day my father fell seriously ill and we needed money
for his treatment.

My mother sent me to him for the money. My maternal uncle turned out to be quite
ungrateful. He rebuked me harshly and refused to return our money. | felt very bad.
Since then | have no respect for him.

RBSE Class 12 English Panorama Chapter 9 Additional Questions
A. Answer the questions in 30-40 words each:

fRofifad Ude U &1 IR 30-40 Vel A SR |

Question 1. What was Franz expected to be prepared with for school that day?
39 o Tl &1 T o ol T oAt vt i

Answer: Franz was expected to be prepared with the use of 'Participles’ that day. His
teacher M. Hamel had said that he would question the children on participles.
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Question 2. Who was Wachter? Why did he call out to Franz?

aider DI Y12 I Tl DI T} HRIT?



Answer: Wachter was a blacksmith. He was reading the news at the bulletin board. As
Franz was hurrying to school, he called out him not to run so fast as he had plenty of
time to get to school.
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Question 3. What did Franz notice that was unusual about the school that day?

39 e Ieel - T B 1 3 SR <l

OR

How was the scene in the school in the morning of the last lesson different from
that on other days?

3ff= &7 Pt Yo & Whd &1 e 37 T & srdef forg TR e ur?

Answer: There used to be great hustle and bustle in the school on normal days but that
day there was silence all about the school. No noise of the opening and closing of desks
and of lessons being repeated loudly in unison could be heard.
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Question 4. What was M. Hamel doing when Franz looked through the window of
his classroom?

E Toeot 3 U el Bt RagHt F 3R ST de TH. §Hd T HR g U?

Answer: When Franz looked through the window of his classroom, M. Hamel was
walking up and down with his terrible iron ruler under his arm. He was wearing his
ceremonial dress and looked calm and gentle.
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YO SUS & 1Y 3ER-3R <8d %o U

I8 U fIRIY 3fawR TR UgH! 9 aTcl! URNe UeH gU ¥ 3R = 4 faw flea 33 4




Question 5. What changes did the order from Berlin cause in school that day?

39 i I T UTd S11R ¥ W6 d 8 SF- 1 J daard 3T3?

Answer: The order caused several changes in the school. Firstly, there was no hustle and
bustle in the school. Secondly, even the villagers were sitting in the class and thirdly, all
learnt very attentively.

3M1ax A Wpel H g YRadH o faU| gduyH, faarera # &13 Tgd-Ugd a1 | g, Hel o
g aral Ht 96 U 3R TRRT uRkadH a8 o for w1t 7 9gd emyde® Ugls &

Question 6. What did M. Hamel ask Franz to do when he entered the class?

Sd Franz = $&f B UaX fha1 d9 TH. g0d 3 I T B Bl Hal?

Answer: When Franz entered the class, M. Hamel asked him gently to go to his place
quickly. He also said that he was going to begin to teach his lesson without him.

O Thwo1 - e H Ua¥T fhar a9 TH. §Hd 7 ST aTdaryds del o 9 X &t Sut e
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Question 7. Why were the villagers sitting on the back benches of the class that
day?

FHel Bt Ui ! el W I fe7 o =i 93 22

Answer: The villagers were sitting on the back benches of the class that day as they
were sorry that they had not gone to school. They were feeling a pining for their
language. They also wanted to thank M. Hamel for his long and faithful service.

Tid & AN 39 fo e &1 9 IR 98 3 i I g9 U1 fh § What 81 T A1 § 3ot
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Question 8. What was the condition of Franz when his name was called in the
class?

O Theal 1 ATH Bl H GHRT 7T a9 ST bt g &

Answer: When Franz's name was called in the class, his heart was beating wildly and he



did not dare look up as he did not know anything about the rules of participles. He was
in utter confusion.

O Thes1 &1 1 YHRT 7T a6 SUDT gad I U J Y- B g1 AT 3R 34 HW
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Question 9. Why was M. Hamel constantly looking at various things in the room?

TH. 39 B B AN el bl TR ol <@ TR A7

Answer: He was constantly looking at various things in the room because he wanted to
fix in his mind just how everything looked in that little school-room. He wanted to keep
them in his memory.

d B DI fafia axg3fl B AR @ e A Rifdb 9 U fGarT & 39 BIC Tod hHel Dt
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Question 10. How will the Germans reproach the French?

SHT @7 IR} &) fhg avg STl H?

Answer: If the French doesn’t have any knowledge of their language, the Germans will
reproach the French saying that they pretend to be Frenchmen and yet they can neither
speak nor write their own language.
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Question 11. “What a thunderclap these words were to me !” — Which were the
words that shocked and surprised Franz?

T Teq; WX, T fooieht ot pewege & I 1" 3 S I Mg A FBIA Tl ! T @
3eafhd B faar ure

Answer: The words of M. Hamel which shocked and surprised Franz were — "My
children, this is the last lesson | shall give you. The order has come from Berlin to teach
only German in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine. This is your last French lesson”.
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Question 12. How did the people in Alsace put off learning?

Y &b AT UGS b N & fore forg bR ererd 27

Answer: The people in Alsace did not pay proper attention to the study of their
language. They thought that they had plenty of time and that they would learn it some
other day. That is how they put off their learning.
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Question 13. How did M. Hamel blame himself for Franz's not learning French?
TH. gHd A el & BT 4ToT 7 ke & fofu oio 3imuep! s fobd U AT

Answer: M. Hamel blamed himself for Franz’'s not learning French as he often sent him
to water his flowers instead of learning his lesson. M. Hamel also gave the children a
holiday when he (M. Hamel) wanted to go fishing.
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Question 14. Why did Franz praise the courage of M. Hamel?
Thol - TH. g1 & Igd o1 URIT &l 12

Answer: Franz praised the courage of M. Hamel because he and his family had to leave
the country the next day. Though his heart might have been broken to leave it, he was
teaching everything according to the time-table with great patience.
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Question 15. How did M. Hamel wish his country before the close of the school
that day?

39 o T TG ¥ Ugd TH. 5Hd A 30 <=1 & Ufd ST fhd UeR Udhe di?

Answer: M. Hamel appealed to his class to always hold on to their language. He turned
to the blackboard, took a piece of chalk, and bearing on with all his might, he wrote as
large as he could: “Viva La France!”
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Question 16. What looked like little flags floating everywhere in the school room?

HT A WA & B I Td ST BIC US| P Ui TexTdl §3 o et e

Answer: For a lesson in writing, M. Hamel had new copies for the students, written in a
beautiful round hand-France, Alsace, France, Alsace. They looked like little flags floating
everywhere in the schoolroom, hung from the rod at the top of their desks.
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Question 17. How can you say that the students exhibited complete attention on
the day the last lesson was taught?

31T &Y HE Tohd 8l fob SHf~<H UT8 Uer oM & &7 BT 7 qul Ut &1 uesi faar

Answer: On the day the last lesson was taught, all the students set to work very quietly.
There was pin-drop silence in the classroom. The only sound audible was the sound of
scratching of pens on paper. Even the little students worked very attentively. All this
shows complete full attention.
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Question 18. When did M. Hamel finish his last lesson?

TH. 39d A 3UAT 3if~<H UTS el GHT fHar?

Answer: Although M. Hamel wanted to give as much as possible in just one day, yet he
finished his last lesson when the Church-clock struck twelve and the trumpets of the
Prussians sounded under the windows.

T M. Hamel Rt T fem § Sifda1iiies <A1 amed & quifd I U Sif<aw urs 39
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B. Answer the following questions in 125 words each:

fFfafed ude Uy &1 IR 125 Ysal A SR

Question 1. The people in this story suddenly realise how precious their language
is to them. What shows you this? Why does this happen?

2 HEF! A AN TS HEGY PR g [ 3! U HINT 3 ol fpa-t Hega™ g | T8
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Answer: People take things for granted when they have plenty of them. But their
absence makes the heart grow fonder of those very things. The teacher’s putting on his
ceremonial dress to deliver his last lesson and the presence of the villagers in his class
shows that the people suddenly realise that their language is extremely precious to
them.

Franz regrets not having taken his lessons seriously. Even his teacher regrets not having
taken his teaching seriously. All these facts show that they suddenly realise the
importance of their language.

When people come to know that their own language, French, will no longer be taught in
their schools and they will be forced to read German instead, the importance of their
own language suddenly dawns upon them.
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Question 2. Franz thinks, “Will they make them sing in German, even the
pigeons?” What could this mean?
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Answer: A few pigeons were cooing on the roof. When Franz heard them cooing, it
occurred to him whether the German soldiers would force even pigeons to speak
German.

It was as if they were trying to achieve the impossible. Franz was of the opinion that
nobody is powerful enough to replace a language which people of a particular place
speak, simply by imposing another language in schools.

Just as birds speak the language of their own, people speak their mother tongue. A
language is something that comes naturally to people.

Nobody should be allowed to force anyone to change his or her mother tongue. Such
an attempt would always be futile. Just as pigeons can’t be made to change their
language, nobody can be forced to change their language.
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Question 3. What is your opinion about the title of the lesson “The Last Lesson’?
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Answer: In my opinion the title of the lesson ‘The Last Lesson’ is quite appropriate. In
the lesson, M. Hamel is a very dedicated French teacher in one of the schools of Alsace.
The lesson presents a very vivid description of M. Hamel's last lesson in the class on the
last day.

A very emotional scene of M. Hamel's departure is presented in the lesson. There came
an order from Berlin banning the teaching of French. According to the order, only
German was to be taught in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine.

Addressing the students he said, "My children, this is my last lesson in French”. On his
last day, he taught so well that every student was attentive to him, and everybody
enjoyed his class. At the end of the story the phrase ‘The Last Lesson’ touches our heart.
Herein lies the suitability of the title.
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Question 4. Why does the teacher feel that they all have a great deal to reproach
themselves with?
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Answer: The teacher is teaching his last lesson. He loves his own language, French, very
much. In his opinion, nobody was serious enough to study French. Children did not take
their lesson seriously. Their parents were not anxious enough to make them learn. They
preferred to put them to work on a farm or at the mills, so as to get a little more money.



The teacher feels that he was equally guilty. He had often sent the students to water his
flowers instead of learning their lessons. He also often gave them holidays when he
wanted to go fishing. He wants the entire nation to take care of their education. He
further says that it is a very bad habit of ours to put off learning until tomorrow. Hence
we all are guilty.
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Question 5. What message does the teacher want to convey in his last lesson?
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Answer: Prussia has taken over the Alsace and Lorraine region of France in the war.
They have sent an order that French will no longer be taught in the schools of Alsace
and Lorraine. They will learn only German now. The teacher M. Hamel is teaching his last
lesson in French. He wants to make the most of his last lesson. He wants all of them to
take their education seriously and to learn their own language, i.e. French properly. He
says when people are enslaved, as long as they hold fast to their language it is as if they
had the key to their prison. He intends to make them proud of their country and
language. And if they want to liberate themselves, they should hold on to their mother
tongue.
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