On Time

Textual Questions
(A) Choose the correct alternative :

Question 1. “lazy leaden ............. stepping hours’ denotes time as :

i) fast

i) furious

i) crazy

iv) very slow
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Answer: (iv) very slow

Question 2. What guides human souls towards divinity?

i) bad habits

i) peace, love and humanity
iii) evils of heart

iv) selfishness
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Answer: (ii) peace, love and humanity

Question 3. The thing which is eternal :

i) greed
i) envy
iii) selfless love
iv) selfish love
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Answer: (iii) selfless love
(B) Answer the following questions in 15-20 words each:
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Question 1. “And merely mortal dross.” What do you understand by mortal dross ?



“And merely mortal dross.” %R Y SETUN I 3T 7T JHIAA § ?

Answer: Passion for worldly or materialistic things, greed, selfishness, false show, envy
etc., are mortal dross.
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Question 2. “With an individual kiss, And joy shall overtake us as a flood” What
does individual kiss mean here?
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Answer: When noble deeds are done by the individuals, they attain immortality. Such
immortality is the individual kiss of eternity.
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Question 3. “Then long éternity shall greet our bliss.” How long will eternity greet
our bliss ?
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Answer: When bad time has consumed everything evil, the eternal time shall make
every individual perfectly happy.
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Question 4. what is meant by ‘Earthy grossness’ ?
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Answer: By ‘Earthy grossness’ the poet refers to our being busy in worldly affairs that
are temporal and insignificant.
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Question 5. ‘Fly envious time’, why does the poet want the envious time to fly?
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Or

Why does the poet wish this time to pass quickly ?
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Answer: The poet wishes this envious time to pass quickly so that good and blissful
time may take its place.
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(C) Answer the following questions in 50 words each :
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Question 1. What guides human souls towards divinity?
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Answer: The virtues of truth, peace and love guide human souls towards divinity. These
virtues help lead a pious life and inspire us to indulge in good things. The person who
has developed these qualities in his character wins the race against time. His actions are
inspired by the voice of his soul.
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Question 2. What is the theme of the poem ?
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Answer: The poem is about the bad times when people are lost in worldliness. The poet
wants this time to pass quickly. He hopes truth, peace and love to reign the world soon.



He wishes for such a time to come when people are guided by God and make this world
a happy place.
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Question 3. “About the supreme Throne of Him"”. Which supreme throne does the
poet talk. about?
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Answer: The poet talks about the supreme Throne of God that is Heaven where truth,
peace and love prevail everywhere forever. After death when the soul appears in God's
presence, it sheds off its temporal character. There, it overcomes death and time and
becomes timeless and immortal.
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Question 4. What is sincerely good and perfectly divine ?
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Answer: Noble deeds free from envy and false show are sincerely good. These include
love, truth and peace. These very deeds are perfectly divine as goodness is very close to
divinity. These deeds bring joy and satisfaction to the doer as well as the receiver. Thus
they are sincerely good and perfectly divine.
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(D) Answer the following in questions 100 words each :
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Question 1. “Triumphing over Death and Chance and thee 0 Time.” What does
triumph over death, chance and time signify ?
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Answer: When a person follows the principles of truth, peace and love in his life,
everything he does is for the good of humanity. Such a person becomes immortal in the
sense that he is always remembered for his noble deeds.

His physical death cannot take him away from people’s memory. It does not put an end
to his fame as a man of great character. He is remembered even after his death. He is
remembered at all occasions and all times. His noble deeds make him loving to the
people.Thus he gets triumph over death, chance and time.
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Question 2. Write critically the central idea of the poem.
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Answer: The poem ‘'On Time' by John Milton propagates the idea that time shapes and
influences human life on the earth. It brings painful changes which cause not only
deterioration but also the eventual death of the body.

The poet wishes that this time on the earth passes quickly consuming with it all that is
evil and earthly so that eternal time like heaven may bring truth; peace and love to each
individual. The poet means to emphasise that man can escape the ravages of time by
attaining an eternal life that is full of joy.
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Additional Questions

Short Answer Type Questions

Answer the following questions in about 50 words each :

Question 1. Why has the poet compared the flight of time with the ‘lazy leaden-
stepping hours’ and ‘the heavy plummet’s pace ?
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Answer: The poet is talking about bad times in which there is no place for truth, peace
or selfless love. He wants this time to pass quickly. But, it seems to be moving at a very
slow pace. Hence, the poet has compared the flight of time against the ‘lazy leaden
stepping hours’ and ‘the heavy plummets’'s pace.’
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Question 2. What are the things associated with the temporal and what are
associated with the eternal ?
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Answer: The temporal things are bad habits. These are envy, greed, selfishness etc.
These are bound to end as the life of evil is always short. Nothing evil can stay forever.
Eternal things are selfless love, peace and truth. They are sure to make our world a place
like heaven. They bring eternal joy in our life.
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Question 3. what is long eternity ?
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Answer: It is the state of cosmic consciousness in which worldly affairs lose importance.
There is no place for envy, greed, false show etc, in it. Love and peace surround us from
all around. This is the state when we feel totally happy. This is the state of permanent
bliss that keeps us calm and cool.
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Question 4. Why does the poet call the time envious
Hid T B ST FI HeaT § ?

Answer: By addressing the time envious, Milton wants to indicate to the time when
people are lost in vices. He uses envy as symbolical of other vices such as greed,
selfishness etc. Therefore, he calls the time envious.
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Question 5. “So little is our loss, so little is your gain !” What does the poet mean
to convey ?
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Answer: The poet means to convey through the expression “So little is our loss, so little
is your gain!” that all things temporal come to an end with the passage of time. In their
loss, man does not lose anything because they are worthless. By consuming them, time
gains nothing for the similar reason.
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Question 6. When does ‘Earthy grossness’ quit a man’s life?
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Answer: According to the poet, the ‘Earthy grossness’ quits a man'’s life when he attains
Supreme consciousness. In that state, everything worldly loses meaning and significance
for him. He is detatched from the worldly pains and pleasures, ups and downs of life and
his soul becomes one with the Supreme Being.
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Long Answer Type Questions

Answer the following question in about 100 words :

Question 1. Explain how long eternity will greet our bliss with an individual kiss.
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Answer: While doing noble deeds, we'll be in a state of permanent bliss. Noble deeds
include loving all beings selflessly and being at peace within ourselves and trying to
keep the world a peaceful place.

They also include following the path of truth. Love, peace and truth bring joy alongwith
them. While practising these in our life, we'll feel blessed forever and ever. We'll find the
world a peaceful place full of love and truth. In this state, we'll feel like being greeted by
long eternity with its love as that time will be loving to us.
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