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The Lost Child

Chapter Overview

nthe slory The lost child’, the author

hghlights a child's love for his parents. It

saslory about @ young child who gets

tacled by things around him, on the

¥y ta the fair. In the fair, he wants

man things. He knows that his parents
¥wd refuse and so he moves ahead.

"hen he gets separated from his

:rrzws all those things do not tempt

by Mulk Raj Anand

Summary
Child Goes to Spring Fair with his Parents

It was the festival of spring. Everyone was going to the spring fair. The child was
going to the fair with his parents. The child was very happy and excited. He was
attracted by many things around him especially, the toys.

The child was also attracted by the purple dragon flies, a black bee and butterfly
fluttering over the mustard flowers. He wanted to catch one of them but his mother
called him. He was also attracted by small insects and worms along the footpath. He
also collected the petals in the grove. He also heard the cooing of doves and ran
round the banyan tree.

Entry into the Fair

The parents and the child entered the fair passing through the mustard fields. In
the fair, the child heard the sweetmeatseller selling sweets like gulab jamuns, rasgulla,
burfi, jalebi, etc.

The child was attracted towards burfi that was his favourite sweet and wanted it.
But he know that if he asked for it, his parents would call him greedy. So without
waiting for their answer, he moved on. Then, the child was attracted towards the
garlands of gulmohar and he also wanted a garland. Bug, this time also, he knew
that his parents would call it cheap and would refuse to buy so he moved on.

Further, the child saw a balloon seller and desired to buy all the colourful balloons.
But, he knew that his parents would call him too old to play with them, so, he

walked away.

The Child is Lost

As the child walked, he saw a snake charmer. He was playing a flute to the snake.
He went towards it but then remembered that his parents had told him not to hear

such music. So, he moved away.



Tgen he saw a roundabout. He requested his parents to
rlh 'T the roundabout. However, there was no reply. The
child looked back around to search for his parents, but

couldn-t find them. He, then realised that he was separated
from his parents and was lost.

The Child was in Trouble

As the child realised that he was lost, he started crying. He
was filled with panic and called out for his parents. He
looked around in all directions with the hope of finding
them. However, he could not see them. His clothes were

A man picked up the child in his .arms‘;whea.he heard e
cry in the crowd. He asked the child al cc:l:ut llS Parent
and how he reached there. But the chil onll] said tl’}at %
wanted his mother and father. The ma'rcl1 t%o the Chl.id to
roundabout. He asked him to have a ride but the chilg
continued crying for his parents.

The man offered many things to the child to divert hjg
attention. The man took him to the place where
snake-charmer was playing the flute and askfad the child
to listen to the music. The man also took him near the

now muddy and his yellow turban was untied. He ran
quickly to a shrine which was crowded by the people.

The Kind Man helps the Child

There was a huge rush of people near the temple. The child
struggled to search his parents in the crowd but he was

pushed back by the crowd.

WORD MEANINGS

balloons and offered him a balloon.

He also took him to the flower seller and offered the
child a garland to put round his neck. He further took
the child to the sweet shop and offered him sweets. But
the child had no fascination for all these things. He only
wanted his parents and cried for them.
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Wwhat aré the things the child sees on his way to
‘ the fair? Why does he lag behind?
On his way t© the fair, the child sees many things like
the flowering golden mustard fields, the purple
a black bee, butterfly, small insects and
the child also hears the cooing

Ans.
roys, U
dragon flies,
worms. Along the way,

of doves.
The child always lags behind his parents because of his
artraction rowards the beauty of nature and the things

he saw on his way.

2 Inthe fair child wants many things. What are
they? Why does he move on without waiting for

an answer?

As the child enters the fair, he desires to possess many
things. These things include burfi at the sweetmeart
seller, the garland of gulmohar and colourful balloons.
He also wanted to ride the roundabout. He moved on
without waiting for an answer because he knew that his

request would be refused every time.

3 When does the child realise that he has lost his
way? How have his anxiety and insecurity been
described?

4ns. When the child asked his parents to get a ride on the
roundabout, he got no reply. So, the child turned
around and looked in all the directions to see his
parents,
But they were not present. It was then that the child

realised that he was lost and had separated from his
Parents,

Ans.

Ans.

5

Ans,

The anxiety and insecurity is described by the way
the child reacted to the situation. The child as
soon as realised that he was lost, started crying.
He ran here and there to look for his parents. He
even entered the huge crowd of people gathered
near the shrine.

Even when the man tried to console him, he
refused to accept anything and called for his
mother and father.

Why does the lost child lose interest in the
things that he had wanted earlier?

The lost child loses interest in the things that he
wanted earlier because he was panic-stricken on
being separated from his parents. All the things
that attracted him in the fair no longer fascinated
to him and the only thing he wanred was his

PGJ'CHCS.

What do you think happens in the end? Does
the child find his parents?

The end is not mentioned in the story. It can be
assumed that in the end, the parents, who
continuously kept checking that their child was
with them, may have suddenly realised that he
was missing and came looking tor the lost child.
The kind and understanding man who tried to
console the lictle boy by offering him various
things at the fair may have also asked him for
some description of his parents and helped him

find them.
It can thus be said that the child might have

found his parents.



