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Iswaran the Storytell

Chapter Overview

The story revolves around @ junior
construction Supervisor,
Mahendra and his cook Iswaran.
lswaran was fond of elling stories
1o Mahendra so he would narrate
a slory every evening.

His stories were influenced by the
popular Tamil thrillers that he
read everyday. He ge! inspired by
reading these stories. His one
such story of a female ghost,
disturbed Mahendra the most that
he decided fo leave the place the

next day.

by RK Laxman

summary
Mahendra : A Junior Supervisor

Mahendra was a junior supervisor in a firm. The firm offered various construction sites
including factories, bridges, dams, etc to supervisors on hire. His job was to keep an eye on
the activities at the work site. Due to his job, he had to move from one place to another.
Mahendra was a bachelor who led a simple life. His requirements were less, so he could

adjust to all conditions.

lswaran, Mahendra’s Cook

Mahendra had a cook named Iswaran. lswaran did all household works of Mahendra, He
would cook, wash his clothes and entertain him with his stories. Iswaran also had an amazing
capacity to produce vegetables and cooking ingredients which were not found anywhere.

Iswaran’s Daily Roufine

Mahendra would leave for work early in the morning with some food. After Mahendra left
for v-vork, Iswaran' would clean the shed, wash the clothes and would take a bath while
praying. After eating his lunch, he used to read popular Tamil thriller and then would £

off to sleep.

lswaran : A Great Storyteller

[swaran was greatly influenced by the Tamil thrillers that he had read. This influence W&
visible in his methods of story telling. He would narrate even the sma", : Is.:dn uenc‘eh
suspense and surprise. For example, he described an uprooted tr allest incidents wit il
animal) by using dramatic expressions and movements. lswaran' o b”'ShY be“'St
entertained Mahendra who would listen to him \\IlithOI:lt al;:rr;‘l‘ng imaginative stories

g ement.
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4zt an animal doctor was called to examine the elephant.

Afer two days, the elephant was taken to the jungle by his
mahout. When Mahendra asked Iswaran, how he had
anrolled the elephant, then Iswaran told that it was either
Jujitsu or karate which paralysed his nervous system.

Sory of a Female Ghost

One day, Iswaran prepared a delicious dinner because it was
the auspicious day of feeding the spirits of the ancestors.
While Mahendra had his dinner, Iswaran told Mahendra

about the factory where they were staying.

WORD MEANINGS

[swaran conclude the story and told Mahendra

Mm& correspond to the pages in the prescribed textbook.

{;{uerih}formed'M:\hemlra that this factory area was initially a
al ground. He himself had come across skulls and bones
on the path and saw ghosts at night. He further told
Mahendra about an ugly female ghost who would roam
around at midnight during full moon. She would appear to
be a skeleton carrying a foetus in her arms.

Mahendra’s Reaction

!swaran's ghost story disturbed Mahendra a lot. He
immediately called the story to be imaginative and went to
sleep. However, the story had greatly affected Mahendra.
From that day, Mahendra would look outside the window
every night to make sure that there was no movement
outside. Earlier, Mahendra used to admire the landscape
on full moon nights but now he avoided looking outside.

Mahendra Sees the Ghost

One night, Mahendra woke up when he heard a low
moan or sound close to his window. At first, he decided
not to look out but the sound became louder so, he
looked out. He saw a dark cloudy figure holding a bundle.
Mahendra was terrified by seeing it. Later he thoughr that
it might have been some trick of his subconscious mind.

Mahendra’s Decision to Leave the Place

The next morning, Mahendra was ready to go to his office.
He had completely forgotten his experience. But Iswaran
reminded him about the ghost. He told Mahendra that he
had heard the sound coming from Mahendra's room and
had come to see him. Mahendra was horrified at this
reminder. He decided to leave the place next day and

handed over his papers.

beaning Word Meaning Word Meaning
w after . thriller no‘w& menacingly frighteningly
el being consructed ramingle | _consisingof ' pedeyed  sresly
| W"d not having proper facilities  hold in thrall _ captivateattention MMMHE&L
| Rary temporary sprawled lie, spreadout ... _(I\_us_t_e_riﬂg__ﬁ____ﬂ_tyl__*__‘“fd ‘“__Bfﬁ_

a place or deep pit from hauled Puﬂﬂgfﬂ##gfﬂ—*—ort M—Mk“t -———*——”m:‘ke i :
Wﬁ e I mahout erson who controls an revive bring back to mnsmm-lsness
"‘cd% Wwithout any protest ¥ 04 elephant MML raise shoulders uncaringly

a real story about an ' prologue introduction _______—  _iedible something that can be
M person b t:{l'.‘.‘:kEI' elephant with bi tusks behleved
w — o emulation imitation inimita>’s k WP:E: with ease
!@h e smash break something noisily :‘;;‘ér‘h"’" make  rep

‘}w

depredations destruction/damage



Word

Meaning
Meaning Word Meaning Word ; ““'.“8
culinary skills cooking ability \iFiEE anxiety lest 0 avoid any risk
i iled behold see or ob
garish detailed and showy vicinity the afca fiedr or 2 . Serve
reverie daydreaming surrounding a particular Wailing crying
matted tangled in a thick mass place. feline like a cat
shrivelled wrinkled and shrunken sea of darkness __total darkness panting breathing wip,
figment of something that can be moan a low sound made by a short quick breatp,
imagination mape up, invented or person expressing ghastly causing horror o,
imagined suffering. feaix
figment made up prowling move in a quiet subconscious part of mind
r ;
retired went to sleep Skl which he wag
guttural sound produced from back unaware of
sulk be silent out of of throat
disappointment.

NCERT FOLDER

(Here we have covered questions given in the NCERT textbook along with their answers.)

Thinking About It (Page 18)

1
Or

Ans.

Or

Ans.

In what way is Iswaran an asset to Mahendra?

Mention any two qualities of Iswaran which
made him an asset to Mahendra.

Iswaran was called Mahendra’s asset because of his
complete dedication towards his master. He cooks for
him, washes his clothes and chats with him at night.
He was also a great storyteller and entertains
Mahendra with his stories. Thus, he was a
hard-working and loyal servant.

How does Iswaran describe the uprooted tree on
the highway? What effect does he want to create
in his listeners?

How did Iswaran the storyteller describe the
uprooted tree?

Iswaran describes the uprooted tree on the highway
in a dramatic way. He begin by saying that the road
was empty and he was all alone. Suddenly, he spotred
something that looked like a large bushy beast lying
across the road.

Or

Or

Or

Ans,

As he came closer he saw that it was a fallen tree,
with its dry branches spread out. He wanted to
create a long-lasting effect on the listener. He used

suspense and a surprise ending ro narrate every
small incident to make it effective.

How does he narrate the story of the tusker?
Does it appear to be plausible?

How did Iswaran make himself the hero in thé
elephant story?
How did Iswaran ma
mad elephant?
Accordin
el

nage to bring down the

g to Iswaran how did he tackle the
ephantin the school building?
One day Isw

4ran narrate the story of a mad
clephant or ¢

usker to Mahendra. Once a mad
elephane ¢scaped the timber yard and had entered
‘thg town, It was destroying every thing that ca™
N 1ts path. The elephant then entered the scho0
ground and starged destroying everything.
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This incident does not appear to be sensable as it is

difficult ©0 believe that a child could control a

wild-mad elephant.

4 Why does the author say that Iswaran seemed
1o more than make up for the absence ofa TV
in Mahendra’s living quarters?

The author says so because Iswaran provided a great

Ass. company to Mahendra. He would chat with

Mzhendra at night when he returned from his work.

[swaran would also entertain Mahendra by telling

stories. Thus, with Iswaran around Mahendra never

felr bored and never felt the necessity of havinga TV

for entertainment.

§ Mahendra calls ghosts or spirits a figment of
the imagination. What happens to him on a full
moon night?

Ans. Mahendra calls ghosts and spirits a figment when

Iswaran told him that the place at which they are

living was a burial ground and he had seen ghosts

at night. However, Mahendra was frightened

and disturbed when he encountered the ghost

himself,

On one full moon night, Mahendra woke up when
he heard 2 low moan close to his window but he did
not look outside.

Ans,

Ans.

When the sound became louder he looked out. He
saw a dark cloudy figure holding a bundle. This
sight terrified him. He broke into cold sweart and fell
back on the pillow,

Can you think of some other ending for the
story?

The story could have ended on a more positive note.
Instead of leaving the place, Mahendra could have been

shown as a courageous man and proving the ghost
theory wrong,
Another ending can be of both Mahendra and

[swaran leaving the place together and in turn
continuing their bond as depicted earlier in the story.

Is Iswaran a fascinating storyteller? Discuss with

your friends the qualities of a good storyteller.

Try to use these qualities and tell a story.

Yes, Iswaran is a fascinating storyteller. He knows

how to build up suspense in his stories. He uses

dramatic gestures to make his stories realisac.

A good storyteller should have the following qualities

(1) He should have good oratorical skills, acring out
what he is telling.

(i) He should be able to vary the tone of his voice
according to the situation.

(7i7) He should be able to create and mainmain the
interest of the listeners through the use of
suspense.

(iv) He should have a vivid imagination to think up
interesting stories.

(v) He should have a sense of humour which he should
use effectively for making his stories enjoyable.

Tell a story: Do it yourself



