The Pleasure Of Books

Textual Activities
Choose the correct option :
Question 1. Which books do we enjoy more?
(a) Books of guests
(b) Borrowed books
(c) Simple books
(d) Own books
Answer: (d) Own books
Question 2. What are more attractive in colour and appearance than wall papers?
(a) Mural decorations
(b) Glass windows
(c) Marked books
(d) Bookshelves
Answer: (d) Bookshelves
Answer the following questions in 15-20 words each :
Question 1. Whom does the author compare a borrowed book to?
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Answer: The author compares a borrowed book to a guest in a house.
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Question 2. What, according to the author, are books for?
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Answer: According to the author the books are for use.
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Question 3. In what way should one have his/her bookshelves in the house?
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Answer: Bookshelves should not have doors, glass window or keys and the hand can
easily reach the books.

THD| P ATAART & &RaTS! 16! &), PId ! Rasfadl a1 arfedr = 81 3R 8T 3 9

&ieh] deb Ugd W

Question 4. What reply does the author give to strangers’ question?
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Answer: The author gives the answer that he has read some of the books twice.
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Question 5. When and where can you converse with the great authors of the world?
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Answer: You can converse the great authors in a private library at any moment.
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Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each :

Question 1. How is the treatment of a borrowed book similar to that accorded to a
guest?
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Answer: The treatment of a borrowed book is similar to that accorded to a guest by
treating him with great attention and considerate formality.
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Question 2. What reason does the author suggest for “marking favourite passages in
books"?
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Answer: Marking favourite passages in books help us remember more easily the
significant thing and one can refer them quickly.
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Question 3. Why does the author prefer own book to a borrowed book?
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Answer: The author prefers own book because he can treat it with affectionate
intimacy. He can mark it up, can turn its pages and put it face down on the table etc.
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Question 4. Why are readers necessary for writers?
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Answer: Readers are necessary for the writers because we can see them masked. Only
a reader can see into the innermost heart of a writer.
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Answer the following questions in about 150 words each :

Question 1. Discuss the use of similes in the speech.
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Answer: It would be better to know what a simile is, first of all. A simile is a figure of
speech in which explicit comparison is made between two essential dissimilar things,
actions or feelings. This is done by the use of words such as like’ or as’. For example,
the writer compares the book with a guest -

Following are the similes used in the lesson:

1. A borrowed book is like a guest in the house.

2. .....itis like visiting a forest where you once blazed a trail.

3. There are of course no friends like living, breathing, corporeal men and women.
4. You are necessary to them as an audience is to an actor.

In the first sentence the book is like a guest where the book and guest are two different
things. But how we behave with them is mentioned in this simile. In the second simile



referring a book is like visiting a forest. It is mentioned about those books where you do
not mark the important passage or saying. You cannot locate the thing quickly. In the
third sentence the books are compared to living things like men and women. And the
last comparison is made between the reader and the audience.
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Question 2. In his speech, Phelps mentions several benefits of books. Which of them
do you find the most significant? Why?
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Answer: The speech of Phelps is very important regarding books. When we borrow a
book, we want to return it in the same condition. We read and use that book but it is
treated very delicately and with great attention. Thus the preference of author is to have
a book oneself. When we have our own book; it is used, marked and can easily be put
anywhere else.

So one should have one’s own book. | agree with the view that there should be a
personal library. When one has a library it is the store of good mental abilities. We can
read whatever we want to read at any time. Books are really the best friends. They give
a good food to our mental faculties. We can always be in the company of good writers
and they are always ready to help us.
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Additional Questions
Answer the following questions in 60 words each :

Question 1. With what a borrowed book is compared and why?
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Answer: A borrowed book is compared to a guest. A guest is always treated with great
attention and care. It is compulsory for us to look after him in every manner. A borrowed
book is needed great attention and care. We can neither mark it nor leave it in open. It
needs to be taken care. We have aim to return the book back. That is why a borrowed
book is compared to a guest.
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Question 2. Why should a man start collecting books in his youth?
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Answer: A man should start collecting books in his youth age because it is the time
when he can do this work. He can spend money on books. He can also borrow. He can
read them and retain the matter he has gone through. He can also impress others with
that knowledge. Whatever books the man has collected in his youth, can be read by him
in — his old age in a relaxed mood. Books are better decoration than any other kind of
wall decoration.
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Question 3. What is the advantage of keeping good books?
IS} YD TE@H & T BIIS 82

Answer: There are many advantages of keeping good books. Books are a good
company. These are the true friends. These are always ready to help, if you ask them for
an advice or a counsel. Good books give us good ideas and make our thinking healthy.
One can read them and become a good man at any time.
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Question 4. What type of decoration does the author support and why?
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Answer: The author supports the decoration of books. It is a special type of decoration.
It is varied in colour and appearance in comparison to any other wall paper. The
decoration of books is more attractive. Books are like, separate personalities. These are
the best decorations than any other wall papers.
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Question 5. How did the author spend his life at the most and why?
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Answer: The author told in the essay that he had spent his most of the life in his room.
This room contained six thousand books. He was of the opinion that it was a
stimulating and refreshing experience for him. You are surrounded by the knowledge all
the time and spend your life in a rich company and nothing is better than this.
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Answer the following questions in 80 words each :

Question 1. Explain this sentence in your own words, “Books are of the people, by the
people and for the people.”
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Answer: The author tells that books are mainly made for the people. The books can be
understood and mastered over by the people. The books are written by the people. The
books are written by keeping the people in their mind. The author means that the main
source which is involved in the books are all for the welfare of the people. The people
can read them and take advantage of the books. In the similar manner the books are
written by those people who are sensitive and can think on some certain situations. The
books are read by those who want to gain knowledge.
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Question 2. What are the advantages of the habit of reading?
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Answer: Books are the voice of the inner heart of the author. These are the greatest
resource of mankind. If one develops the habit of reading one has mastered over the art
of understanding and developing himself.

Reading not only enables us to gain knowledge but counsels the troubled person. These
are worthier and believable than the living persons. Book friends always have the
advantage over the living friends. Habit of reading also decides us our company, in what
type of company we want to live in? What type of our thoughts and personality are,
these are all decided by the habit of reading.
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