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A Friend in Need Is a Friend Indeed
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The world is full of fair-weather friends. A friend is tested in time of need only. It is
rightly said prosperity makes friends and adversity tries them.

The story of two friends and the bear is well-known to be related here. The crucial
point in the story is the words to be related here. The crucial point in the story is
the words of the helpless friend which he spoke to the fair-weather friend; “The
bear said to me in my ears; “Never trust a fair-weather friend.”

Man is a social animal. He cannot live without company. He has to choose the
company of some friends. At last one of these friends must be a highly reliable one
in whom all the secrets of life can be confided. However, in the modern world
sometimes one feels cheated when at the moment of crisis, one is ditched even
by one’s best friend who becomes a model of betrayal.

In such moments, one feels lonely, abandoned, and ignored he has the realization
that even his best friend has left him in the lurch. Then the only company possible
for him is God and that is how he is able to maintain his balance of mind
philosophically. So, we should always try to avoid the company of a fair-weather
friend.
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In the dictionary, a friend is defined as a person whom one knows well and is fond
of’. A friend is someone who cherishes the special moments and memories of life
with another person. A friend is a trustworthy companion. Friendship is a
relationship that takes time to build. There are many steps and stages to achieving
a true friendship. However, one can think building a friendship is like planting a
garden. Planting a garden needs devotion and leisure. It takes patience to grow a
garden. Frustrations and hardships are also involved in the process. Firstly, the
seed is planted. The seed builds the foundation of a strong and stable plant. It has
to be taken care of and watered daily. Then the shoots start sprouting, the plant is
finally flourishing. One can see day by day the garden maturing. Then one day the
garden starts to wilt, it starts dying. One has to tend to it and have the patience
and determination to bring it back to life. It frustrates one to see the insects and



predators preying on the beautiful garden that once existed. But hard work and
devotion regain the garden’s beauty and gives it life again. Soon the shoots
blossom a bloom into beautiful flowers. The charm and divine beauty of the garden
is a wonderful enlightening sight. Building a friendship has similar characteristics.
One meets a person and plants the seed of friendship. The friendship builds and
continues to grow stronger. It requires devotion of time and patience to achieve
peak communication between the two companions. The struggle to keep a solid
friendship includes many obstacles and hardships. But compromising, devotion,
and the willingness to endure are bound to pay off in the end. Friendship has its
good and bad times. There comes a time when the relationship is just not working.
It is preoccupied with disagreements and quarrels. It is on the verge of destruction.
One must have the patience to deal with such frustrations. The willingness and
determination to get the relationship working again come from within. It is great to
have a strong and stable relationship that allows the two companions to share the
joys and memories of life together. Friends play an important role in a person’s life.
They encourage when one is sad, they entertain when one is lonesome, and they
listen when one has problems. Friends that grew up with would share the
happiness and sadness one might have. However, friends that grew up with might
not always be the best friends because they could be faking it or been concealing
some secrets. So, it is very important for one to recognize all the friends he or she
has because good friends are hard to find. Good friends should not be measured
only on the basis of the time spent together. With good friends, one is able to have
a more meaningful life. As you take that long journey through life you will never be
alone. A friend will always be there if you need her. A friend never turns her back
on you when you need her. The one true friend you meet along the way will never
give up on your friendship no matter what.

As you go through life many different people will come and go, only a few will grasp
on a piece of your heart forever. To some extent, friends are the people that make
you the person you are. A good friend is hard to find so once he/she grasps on do
not ever let him/her go.
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Outline: We should have few friends and they must be true friends — people have
many friends in prosperity—but they cannot be called friends unless they are
tested — it is in a moment of need that we know our true friends — false friends do
not stand by us in adversity — this proves the truth of the proverb.



There are people who like to have many friends. But this should not be so. We
should have only a few friends, but they must be our true friends A friend is one
who can share your joys and sorrows

Rich people may have many friends in their prosperity. All like to enjoy themselves
at the expense of those who are rich. Most of them are only fair-weather friends. If
the rich man loses his money, all his friends will leave him. This shows that they
are not true friends. They fail the test of friendship.

It is adversity that tests friendship. If a man is in trouble, or in need and his friend
stands by him, that is a true friend. A good friend will never desert a man in his
hour of danger. One is reminded of an old story about two men and a bear. Two
men who were supposed to be friends were crossing a forest. Suddenly they saw
a bear coming. towards them. One man immediately climbed a tree, leaving the
other to face the bear alone. The other man could not climb trees. So he threw
himself flat on the ground and pretended to be dead. The bear came up to him and
smelt him all over. Thinking he was dead, the bear walked away. The man who
was up in the tree came down. He asked his friend what the bear had whispered
in his ear. The other man, being clever, said “The bear told me not to trust any man
who runs away from me when | am in danger. This story proves that a friend in
need is a friend indeed.
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As social beings, we depend on one another for our happiness and well-being. The
companionship we share with others helps both them and us make life really worth
living. But life may not always be peaceful and happy. Occasionally we face
troubles of different kinds when we need the company of our friends and relatives
more than in normal times. In such periods of crises, we notice that except a few,
most of those that appeared friendly are unwilling to help us out of our troubles.
We realize then that their friendship was unreal, and was, perhaps, with selfish
motives. Such experiences also teach us to consider only those that remain our
friends in times of both crisis and happiness, like real friends.
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