The Tiger And the Deer

Textual Questions
1. Choose the correct alternatives :

Question (a) “Brilliant, crouching, slouching, that crept............. " who does the line
refer to ?

i) cat

i) tiger
iii) dog
iv) deer
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Answer: (ii) tiger

Question (b) And it fell and torn, died remembering ................. Who fell, torn and
died?

i) tiger

ii) deer

iii) forest

iv) mammoth
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Answer: (ii) deer
2. Answer the following questions in 15-20 words each:
15 U U4 BT IR 15-20 Tsal A T :

Question (a) What does the tiger stand in the poem for ?
Hidar H <1 fdeT Ui &7

Answer: In the poem, the tiger represents what is brutal and bloody in Nature. It stands
for death, darkness and arrogance.
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Question (b) What does the deer stand in the poem for ?
Hiad # fex fede udie 82

Answer: In the poem, the deer represents the beauty and serene in Nature. It stands for
the healthy values of life.
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Question (c) What does the soundless paw mean in the poem ?

Higar # eafRigd U &1 o 31 g7

Answer: In the poem, a soundless paw means the swooping of death and destruction
suddenly and swiftly like the tiger.
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Question (d) “As the mammoth shakes no more the plains of Asia”. Comment on
the line.
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Answer: By referring to the mammoth'’s extinction, the poet teaches that those who
harm others suffer the same fate one day.
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3. Answer the following questions in 50 words each:

9 Ud® Uy o1 IR 50 Weal A T :

Question (a) “The wind slipped through the leaves, as if afraid lest its voice and
noise of its steps perturb the pitiless splendour.” Explain whose voice and noise of
steps perturb the grandeur ?
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Answer: In this expression, the poet is referring to the voice and the noise of the wind
which was blowing very softly as if held in awe and suspense of the moment. If it blew
hard, it should ruffle the leaves and disturb the plan and scheme of the cruel tiger.
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Question (b) “Destroyed, the mild harmless beauty by the strong cruel beauty in
Nature.” Explain. the line.
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Answer: There is duality in Nature and creation. Brute, bloody and cruel tiger co-exists
with the deer who is splendid, mild and serene. But the serene gets throttled and killed
by the ferocious. The poet points to the process of dominance and destruction of the
meek by the strong in the world.
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Question (c) Which expression in the poem reveals the optimistic mood of the
poet ?
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Answer: In the poem, there is an expression where the poet hopes that a day would
come when the tiger would be extinct like the mammoth and would no more kill the
innocent deer in the deep forest. This expression reveals the optimistic mood of the
poet that peace would prevail one day.
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4. Answer the following questions in 100 words each:
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Question (a) How would you relate the killing of the innocent deer by the tiger
with the healthy values of life by the cruelty of modern civilization or the
materialistic mind?

39 Hid gRT ey f2RA & AR S1F &1 MY Tar a1 Hifdward! ARG gRT Siia- &
TR I & AF R & d1d hd T RATUT Hl?

Answer: Sri Aurobindo has used the symbols of the tiger and the deer to demonstrate
how the strong and ferocious dominate and destroy the docile and serene in Nature. It
has been the same in the history of the world with strong civilizations destroying weak
civilizations when they came in contact with each other.

These days, the modern civilization like the tiger with its materialistic mindset is killing
the healthy values of life like love, selflessness and honesty. They are being replaced
with cruetly and selfishness in the pursuit of materialistic progress in personal and
national life.

Hfd sRfa< i iR g & Uchias &1 v I8 fe@m & ford fovan § 1% ford U uopfa &
TIfFaRIel 3R R Uroft We-T1e) 3R = Yo TR BTat 8id & 3R S5 1% &R 1ad ¢ |
T €1 TR & gfagr § gidT 311 § & wfad=imedt madd dreiR Saarsii &1 T8 &R &l
€ 99 J Uh-gaR & 9 H 3Tt ]

STIH T ST YA AT AFRIGT & Y YD T Hid & TH Si1a- & W Jed
O ER, FRarddr $fR SHFERT $I THIG 3R 51 ¢ | 370! HfaTd 3R A1 Sita
ifdes Tifa & Ui YA 3 HraT SR Tardar & ufawnfia fasan o @1 8|

Question (b) The poet has presented a balanced picture of nature where both
nectar and poison are equally essential for the existence of life. Justify their
significance.
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Answer: “The Tiger and the Deer” is one of the most beautiful poems of Sri Aurobindo.
It - presents beautifully the balanced picture of Nature which can be seen in the duality
of its creation. Nature is both peaceful and horrific at the same time.

There exists in it a sharp contrast of good and evil, innocence and cruelty, serene and
bloody and nector and poison. The tiger and the deer simply represent these two



contrasting aspects. They fulfil Nature’'s scheme of the perpetuation of life wherein life
comes after death. Thus, both poison and nector are essential for the existence of life.
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Question (c) What inspiring message does the poem convey?
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Answer: Sri Aurobindo’s poem ‘The Tiger and the Deer” is a didactic poem. Through the
anecdote of the tiger and the deer, the poet not only reveals the contrast lying in the
forests but also conveys an inspiring message.

It is the poet’s conviction that sufferings are not eternal. In spite of death and
devastation, life is something to be enjoyed. Though the evil seems to be winning in the
beginning, it is the good that survives. The brute force meets its brute end while the
innocent and serence continue to be appreciated upto the last.
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Additional Questions
Answer the following questions in 50 words each :
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Question 1. What description of the tiger does the poet give in the poem ?



Hfgar A fa 3 a1 31 gui fosan g2

Answer: The poet describes the tiger as a very intelligent animal which has sharp and
gleaming eyes and strong and powerful chest. It has beautiful paws which produce no
sound when it moves through the forest. It crouches and slouches and creeps
noiselessly before fatally attacking its prey.
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Question 2. “Hardly daring to breathe.” Who does the poet refer to ?
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Answer: In the expression "Hardly daring to breathe”, the poet refers to the tiger
moving stealthily towards the deer drinking water from the pool. The deer was unaware
of the impending danger. There was perfect stillness. The tiger dared not breathe lest it
should alert the deer and spoil it's scheme.
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Question 3. How did the tiger kill the deer ?
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Answer: The tiger crouched and crept again and again slowly and noiselessly towards
the deer. It crouched one last time and then made a sudden fatal leap for the deer
which was drinking water from the pool unaware of the danger. The tiger killed the deer
and tore him apart.
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Question 4. Why has the poet made reference to the mammoth ?

Hfa 3 fawma g1t &1 fores o fpar g2



Answer: The poet has made in the poem a reference to the mammoth which used to
shake the plains of Asia once but is now extinct. The poet does so to teach that those
who harm others are destroyed like the mammoth. The evil comes to an end while the
good lives on.
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Question 5. Why has the poet used the symbols of the tiger and the deer?
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Answer: The poet has used in the poem the symbols of the deer and the tiger to refer
to good and evil, life and death, innocence and cruelty. The poet teaches that the two
opposites co-exist in nature and creation and are equally essential for the existence of
life.
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Question 6. What does the poem, “The Tiger and the Deer” teach?
Hiddl “The Tiger and the Deer” &1 et 82

Answer: The poem “The Tiger and the Deer” teaches that those who harm others will be
destroyed like the mammoth which shook the plains of Asia but is now extinct. The poet
wants to say that the bloody will meet their end in blood while the mild shall remain
appreciated till the end.
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