the Beggar

thupier Overview

This highlights how kindness and
wmpassion can bring about @
thange in anyone. In the story,
lushkoff o beggar is given work by
Sergel, an advocale. Lushkofl agrees
lodo the work but the work given 1o
him Is done by an old woman Olga
Bergel’s cook). Her kindness and
mpassion help bring a change in
ushkolf's way of life. Because of
Olga's selfless help, Lushkolf starls
ing a respectable life and

becomes a responsible man.

by Anton Chekhov

Summary of the Chapter
Sergei Stopped by a Beggar

One day Sergei, an advocate was stopped by a beggar. The beggar requested Sergei to
have pity on him. The Beggar also said that he had ate nothing since last three days.
The Beggar told Sergei that he had been a school teacher for eight years bur had lost his
job about a year ago. :

Sergei looked at the beggar. He was wearing a ragged, Fawn (light yellowish) coloured
overcoat. He had dull drunken eyes and a red spot on either cheek. The Beggar told
Sergei that he had found a job in the province of kaluga and needed money to go there.

Sergei Recognises the Beggar

While talking to the beggar, Sergei recognised him by his shoes. One of the beggar’s
shoes was high and other was low. Sergei told the beggar that he had met him earlier
on Sadovya street and at that time he told him that he was a student. Sergei threatened
the beggar that he would call the police.

The Beggar Tells the Truth

After Sergei's threar, the beggar told that he had lied to him for money. He told Sereei
that he was in a Russian singing group, but he was thrown out because of his drinki;g
habits. Now, he couldn't find work anywhere and did not have any other option rather
than to beg. So, he lied to get money.

Sergei Offers Work fo the Beggar

After listening to the beggar's truth, Sergei offered him work of chopping wood. The
beggar does not wanted to wnrk: but he agreed bc§altse of shame. So, Sergei took the
beggar to his home. He called his cook, Olga and informed her to take the begear into
wood-shed. Olga gave the beggar an axe to chop the wood. The Beggar tried tt\:‘h p th
wood but he could’nt do so. Sergei realised that he kept a drunke op the

k k in cold 0 man who was tog
weak to work in :



Different Types of Work for the Beggar

The wood was chopped after an hour. The Begenr was given
money (halt a rouble) and informed that he could come o
Sergei’s house in the starting of the month to et work.

The beggar was given various kinds of work. He would
remove the snow, cut wood, clean the rugs and mattresses,
etc. When Sergei was shifting into a new house, the beggar
was called to help in packing and carrying the furniture.
The beggar looked weak and unhealthy. He hardly help

Sergei in carrying the furniture and in shifting. Sergei

Sergei Meets Lushkoff after TwQ Yefrshk

After two years on ont evening, Sergei mc.l' 1(us ,Off -
tLrl . He found Lushkoff near the ticket Wl_nduw_ e

i « coat collar of curly fur and a sealskin cap,

; d Sergei that he had become a notary -

was now earning 35 roubles a month. Lushkoff thankeq

S;r i for his help and guidance. He also thanked Ser.gei'!,

cocﬁ( Olga who (according to him) actually changed him_

Lushkoff's Confession

was wearing
Lushkoff informe

thought that he should not give him hard work and

decided to sent him to his friend for an casy work. After
shifting, Sergei called the beggar and got to know that his
name was Lushkoff. Sergei gave Lushkoff a letter and told
him to go to his friend who would give him a new job.

WORD MEANINGS

Lushkoff confessed to Sergei that Olga’s kindness had

The given page nos. correspond to the pages in the prescribed textbook.

changed him. It was Olga who would sc'olcl him and cry
for him. Lushkoff rold Sergei that he did ROt CUt any woqg
for him. It was Olga who cut the wood._ Olga’s caring
actions changed his heart and helped him become a

responsible person.

e
Word Meaning Ward Meaning Word Meaning :
- X R — shovel move something with a shovel
swear a solemn _declamtx?n by some drunkenness intoxication (Shovel is a tool with a long
e g obiect chop to cut handle used for lifting and
lodging temporary accommodation skilled expericenced throwing dirt, sand, snow, etc.
ropeck a mo]n::lary u}l;lit (;f R:;ﬁaf hasten to move or act quickly rug mat
one- redth of a - =
:3::12 . - scarecrow a person who is very badly hauling pulling or dragging
Intrigues secret plans made to harm Sresgngade o hnpyortin sober serious, sensible and dignified
someone shrugged raise shoulders slightly to — cad or depressed
express doubt & Y P
calumny defamation of character : - pretence acting
perplexity confusion :
advocate lwpex - ; wagon a vehicle used for transporting
a—— —— irresolute hesitant '
a - E
rapged fof clothes) o gait a person’s manner of walking
suppliant a person making a humble - carter a person who transports goods
= plea to someone in power or undermined lessen the effectiveness, power by a vehicle
i or ability of someone. - 3
auihooty: ) jeer make rude and mocking )
province districl; region inclination _ a tendency remarks, typically in a loud voice
z il hard work tattered old and torn; in poor condition
mendicant  a beggar toi
obliged bound to do something glared stare in an angry way parting leaving
overshoes a shoe worn over a normal wrathfully in an extremely angry manner timidly unconfidently
shoe, typically madeloi]"mbber shoved push roughly notary a person authorised to perform
to profect Ehe normal choe banged strike or put down forcefully certain legal formalities
expelled zemeved pseudo not genuine delighted very happy
mumble murmur - spat eject saliva from one’s mouth, roasting severe criticism
flushed (of a person’s skin) red and (past tense of sometimes as a gesture of grateful thankful
hot, typically as the result of spit) contempl or anger G___d__——___ D=
i i : FC R ragge =
Hisiess ob SEONE BMOHENG billet (here) a thick piece of wood. —%hh—dﬂ“ﬂt, e
disgust a feeling of dl.rtlike fcu'E fecbly lacking in farce pit alarge hole ___i_._r
something of SomEone: mo_v,_e Lﬁck and forth nable having or showing fine person?
swindling cheating waver =T ous m d — qualities or high moral
ion highlighting menial (of work) not requiring much principles.
damn Ameypression Mg ENETH skill and lacking prestige. W T — " oney
anger or frustration. R indebted owing something (such as m
formerly in the past Rouble  Ruslwmeuwsrency — or thanks) to someone
choir an organised group of singers Wail a homeless, neglecied or L_.“_}}ML_——-—/

abandoned person
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Word Meaning
to bend the head or body in

an outburst filled with
emotional speech

bow
respect to someone or

Meanif Word =
ord peing in a pitiable state 5 Meaning
£ bl of distress OF strain
vﬂ’"’ unhappiness
owing: due
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NCERT FOLDER

re we have co vered questions given in

the NCERT textbook along with their answers.)

He

———

Think About it (Page 67, 68)
1 Has Lushkoff become a beggar by circumstance

or choice?

LushkofT became a beggar by choice as he did not want
10 work. He was a drunkard and was thrown out of the
singing group in which he sang, duc to his drinking

habit.

2 What reasons does he give to Sergei for hi

lies?

Ans. LushkofY told Scrgei that nobody would rake pity on_
him. He also told that nobody would give him anything
if he told the truth. So, he had to lic to earn money.

3 Is Lushkoff a willing worker? Why, then, does he
agree to chop wood for Sergei?
He agreed to

4ns. No, Lushkoff was not a willing worker.
md g\_l.ﬂ(. He

chop wood for Sergei because of shame 3
was trapped in his own words. He had told Sergei that

he had 1o beg because he could not find any work.

words have
2 Is he right in

Ans.

s telling

4 Sergei says, “I am happy that my
taken effect.” Why does he say ¢
- Saying this?

* Sergei says that on seeing Lushk
Tegularly for work. By this Serg
hoouraged Lushkoff ro leave begging
w‘"’king,

Ans.

Ans.

No, he is not right in saying so as Lushkoff did not do
any work at his place and all his work was done by Olga,

Sergei's cook.

Lushkoff is earning thirty five ro
is he obliged to Sergei for this?
LushkofF is obliged to Sergei for his respectable life. Before
meeting Sergei, Lushkoff was a beggar who lied to get
money. Sergei offered him work. It was at Sergei’s house,
where Lushkoff met Olga, a kind old lady who led him to
change his life. When Sergei was confident that Luskhoff
was ready for a proper job, he sent Lushkoff to his friends
house for a new job. Due to this, he became a nortary who

earned 35 roubles a month.

ubles a month. How

During their conversation Lushkoff reveals that
Sergei’s cook, Olga, is responsible for the positive
change in him. How has Olga saved Lushkoff?

During his conversation with Sergei, LushkofF revealed
thar it was Sergei’s cook, a kind and compassionate old
lady named Olga, who was responsible for a positive
change in him. When Lushkoff met Olga, she called him

by various names and even shout on him.
She would then weep for his miserable condition and

life. Olga would also cut the wood that Lushkoff had to
cu. Her selfless acts gradually made Lushkoff quic
drinking. He, thus, started working diligently and was

now a respectable man.



