The Lake Isle
of Innisfree

by William Butler Yeats

Central |dea of
the Poem

The Poem The Lake Isle of Innisfree’
Is about the beauty and charm
associated with the countryside as
compared to the dull, grey and
boring life of the city. The poem
reveals the poels’ desire 1o escape
from the nolsy hustle and bustle of
the city life and lead a simple life in
the notura! landscape of Innisfree, o
lake Island. For the poet, a simple
and peaceful life with only o few
simple needs Is more delightful
than the restless life of the cily.

Explanation of the Poem
Stanza 1

I will arise and go now and i
go to Innisfree
And a small cabin build there, of clay and :vartles made:

Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hj
And live alone in the bee-loud gl;‘aie.we for the honeybee,

Word Meanings

Arise - stand up, Innisfree - an island i

material cansisti i n a lake, Cabin - a sm

Bean-ruwsnwljo\:g :tf 1:2:; let:ﬂaced With twigs or branches uglhﬁgfie?lghmﬂ' Juattles-

6 hees huzzin. Glad plants, Hive - honey comb, Bee-| uilding walls or fences,
g. Giade - open space in a forest. oud - a place having the loud soun

Explanation In the first line, the poet re
going to Lake Isle of Innisfree. Th
- The
Innisfree. On the island , he would %?;Tdsovs that h
would grow nine rows of bean and Woul?j small h
residing lliving in the hive) will fill {he tilaes also h
fo live alone on the island full of natural be:::‘lh
y.

Stanza 2

peals th ‘Ao’
€ word ‘go’ 10 express his determination of

e will wake up and go fo an island of
ouse from clay and watlles (fences). H¢



WOFd Meanings

. _ falling, Veils - covering, here misty atmosphere In
propp! gc,-jckct - an insect, All a glimmer - shining, Linnct - a

srf";’;;'gﬂd of brown and grey colour.

janation In the first line, the poel repeats the word ‘peace’ to
Exp reveal the real reason for moving away from his current

fifestyle.
The poe! states that in the countryside, peace can be found
at every location. It comes as naturally as the morning sun
comes in the sky. It comes slowly just like the morning drops
the veil of darkness.
in the morning the poet would hear the crickets singing. At
noon, he would see the purple sky and at midnight he
would look at the shining sky. In the evening, poet would
hear the sound of linnet flapping its wings.

Slanza 3
I will arise and go now, for always night and day

I hear the lake water lapping with low sounds by
the shore;

While I stand on the roadway, or on the
pavements grey,

I hear it in the deep heart’s core.

Word Meanings

Lapping - sound of water striking the shore, Low - soft, Pavements
grey - dull and drab paths, Deep heart's core - deep in my heart.

Explanation |n these lines, the poet takes a resolution to wake
up and to go to Innisfree right now. He decides so because,
in his mind, he hears for all day and night, the low and sofi
sound of the water reaching the shore of the island. He
hears this sound even when he is standing on a road or a
Pavement in the cily. The poet can hear the sound of the
loke which makes o deep effect on his heart.

Poetic Devices Used in the Poem

L]

Alliteration Repefition of initial consonant sounds in the same line, gy
Lake waler lapping with low sounds. (repefition of consonant ;‘f
sounds), 2 : 2 i

Visual Imagery Use of words that creates a visual representation of

Ideas, pictures or scenes.

- Veils of the morning (o moarning covered in misf).

- Midnight a glimmer [a night full of stars). ¢

— An evening full of linnets song (the evening sky covered with

linnets birds who are singing).

— And noon a purple glow (the deep reddish colour of the sky during
noon).

Auditary Imagery Use of words that represent a sound and
pleases the sense of hearing

— Bee-loud glade (a region where only the buzzing sound of bees
could be heard).

— Cricket sings {the sound of cricket singing].

— Lake water lapping (the sound of water reaching the shorel.

— In all these phrases, the sounds relate to a parficular imcge that is
created in the reader's mind.

Metaphor A device which compares two things or qualifies which
are unlike.

- Peace comes dropping slow

— Veils of the morning

— Bee-loud glade

Onorgatapoeia Using a word which suggests the meaning by its
sound.

— | hear lake water lapping

Repetition Repetition of words/phrases in the same line to
emphasise something.

— And | shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping

slow, Dropping from the veils...: (The words ‘pecce’ and ‘dropping’
are repeated).

— I will arise and go now, (phrase repeated in the first and third
slanzas lo depicl the poets longing).



NCERT FOLDER

ook along with their answers.]

(Here, we have covered questions given in the NCER ”‘e)‘ib_’/___r =
——— e

L. Thinking about the Poem (Page 54)

1 What kind of place is Innisfree? Think about:
(i) the three things the poet wants to do when he
goes back there (stanza |);
(ii) what he hears and sees there and its effect on
him (stanza in;
(iii) what he hears in his ‘heart's core' even when
he is far away from Innisfree (stanza Il).

Ans. Innisfree is a calm and peaceful place where nature is
beautiful, alive and full of life. It is an uninhabited
island.

(i) The three things the poet wants to do in Innisfree
are

() Build a small cabin of clay and wattles (fences)
to live.

(b) Plant nine rows of beans.

(c) Install a beehive to breed bees.

(ii) At Innisfree, the poet will see the peaceful
mornings where peace comes dropping. He will
hear the crickets singing in the morning. He will
also see the midnight shine and purple glow in the
sky. He will also hear the flight of the linnet birds
in the evening. All these things makes him peaceful
and joyous.

(iii) The poet’s longing for the beautiful landscape of
Innisfree is so strong that even in the city, he can
hear the lapping sound of the water in the lake.
The poet’s hearr aches for going back to Innisfree
from away the concrete jungle of the ciry.

2 By now you may have concluded that Innisfree
is a simple, natural place, full of beauty and
peace. How does the poet contrast it with where
he now stands? (Read stanza lll.)

Ans. The poer thinks that Innisfree is a simple, natural,
calm and quiet place, very close to nature, as he
mentions the insects, birds, bees, light of the stars
and so on.

In contrast, the place where he now stands is noisy,
far from nature and full of hustle and bustle (the
place is the pavement of a highway in the city of
London).

3 Do you think Innisfree is only a place, or a state
of mind? Does the poet actually miss the place
of his boyhood days?

the poet’s boyhood visiting

Ans. Alchough Innisfree 15 O i mindl,

place, it also represent ' 3
The poet wishes to escape to Irfnls.rcchas it is more
eaceful than where he is now 1. 1:111: e ciy.

isfree is representative o.fwlfat the poet conside
lnn'lj rql lace to live in, which is devoid of the
:ri:stliei; h[:undrum (routine) of his lllfe. ;’ZS the po
actually misses the place of his boy’lf,,o i ays. Eveq
when he is away from Innisfree, he recalls the soypg
of the lake water washing the shore.

IL. Thinking about the Poem (Page 55)

1 Look at the words the poet uses to describe
what he sees and hears at Innisfree.
(i) Bee-loud glade
(i) Evenings full of the linnet's wings
(iii) Lake water lapping with low sounds

What pictures do these words create in your
mind?

Ans. (i) These words bring to our minds the image of
buzzing bees in an open area which is full of
grccnery.

(if) These words bring up the image of linnets flying
across an evening sky.

({ii) These words evoke not only the image, but also
the soft sound of a lake’s water washing the shore.

2 Look at these words:
-+~ Peace comes dropping slow

Dropping from the veils of the morning to
where the cricket sings

What do these words mean to you? What do
you think “comes dropping slow...from the vei’
of the morning™? What does “to where the
cricket sings” mean?

The given lines i
slowly

Ans, ; .

'nes indicate that peace of mind can b¢

- acquired from the naruyral surroundings.
tfls peace that comeg dropping slow...from the vell

of the morning,

The phrase “to whe

eac .
Peaceful place where one can hear the musical

sound . .
s OfF;mtur-e in almost anything including the
85 ol the crickets ar the rime of dawn.

re the cricket sings” indicates ¢



