AGRICULTURE / aj%r

Word Origin The word agriculture is derived from Latin words ager or agri meaning soil
and culture meaning, cultivation.

Agriculture The science and art of cultivation on the soil, raising crops and rearing
livestock. It is also called farming
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TYPES OF FARMING / algﬁr & JhR

Subsistence farming
1. Primitive subsistence farming
2. Intensive Subsistence Farming
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Commercial farming
1. Commercial Farming
2. Plantation
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India has three cropping seasons — rabi, kharif and zaid.
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Rabi crops are sown in Kharif crops are grown In between the rabi and the
winter from October to with the onset of kharif seasons, there is a short
December and harvested | monsoon in different season during the summer

in summer from April to | parts of the country and | months known as the Zaid
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September-October.
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Punjab,
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IR-GRTA H
IMT-AATST &
Al 3R garenet
& Hlell TATE
8| ST
3cqigeh sy
I YSA, ALY
geer, foer 3R
ST g

HEcaqUl SIS hl
O &

Maize

It is a kharif crop
which requires
temperature
between 21°C to
27°C and grows
well in old alluvial
soil.

In some states like
Bihar maize is
grown in rabi
season also.
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Major maize-
producing states
are Karnataka,
Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar,
Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana.
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Millets: Jowar, bajra and ragi are the important millets grown in India. Though, these are
known as coarse grains, they have very high nutritional value---

Ragi is very rich in iron, calcium, other micro nutrients and roughage.

Jowar is the third most important food crop with respect to area and production.

Bajra grows well on sandy soils and shallow black soil.
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Pluses: India is the largest producer as well as the consumer of pulses in the world. These
are the major source of protein in a vegetarian diet.
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Food Crops other than Grains

1. Sugarcane: It is a tropical as well as a subtropical crop.

2. Oil Seeds: In 2016 India was the second largest producer of groundnut in the
world after china

3. Tea: Tea cultivation is an example of plantation agriculture.

4. Coffee: Indian coffee is known in the world for its good quality. The Arabica
variety initially brought from Yemen is produced in the country.

5. Horticulture Crops: In 2016, India was the second largest producer of fruits and
vegetables in the world after China

6. Non-Food Crops- Fibre Crops: Cotton, jute, hemp and natural silk are the four




major fibre crops grown in India.
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Q.1.WRITE THE FULL FORM OF HYV

STATE WETHERE THE STATEMENT IS TRUE OR FALSE

Q.2.0ne-thirds of its population is engaged in agricultural activities.

Q.3. Intensive subsistence agriculture is practiced on small patches of land with the help
of primitive tools like hoe, Dao and digging sticks, and family/ community labour.

Q.4. Plantation is also a type of commercial farming

Q.5. Rice is a commercial crop in Haryana and Punjab, but in Odisha, it is a subsistence
crop.
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Q.6.type of millet rich in iron, calcium, other micro nutrients and roughage is
(a) Bajra (b) Rajma (c) Jowar (d) Ragi
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Q.7.India is the second largest producer of sugarcane only after

ANS-Brazil
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Q.8. is the Golden fibre of India.

ANS- Jute
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Q.9.Which one of the following statements is incorrect as regards to commercial
farming?

(a) Use of heavy doses of modern inputs. (b) Crops are grown for sale. (c) Family
members are involved in growing crops. (d) Practised on large land holdings.
ANS-Family members are involved in growing crops.
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Q.10.Intensive subsistence farming is practised in area of

(a) high population (b) low population (c) deserts (d) thick forests

ANS- high population
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Q-Write the features of Indian agriculture.

ANS-India is an agriculturally important country.

Two-thirds of its population is engaged in agricultural activities.

Agriculture is a primary activity, which produces most of the food that we consume.
Besides food grains, it also produces raw material for various industries.
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Q.What do you maen by three agricultural season of India?

Answer-

Rabi crops are sown in winter from October to December and harvested in summer from
April to June. Some of the important rabi crops are wheat, barley, peas, gram and
mustard

Kharif crops are grown with the onset of monsoon in different parts of the country and
these are harvested in September-October. Important crops grown during this season are
paddy, maize, jowar, bajra, tur (arhar), moong, urad, cotton, jute, groundnut and

soyabean

In between the rabi and the kharif seasons, there is a short season during the summer
months known as the Zaid season. Some of the crops produced during ‘zaid’ are
watermelon, muskmelon, cucumber, vegetables and fodder crops. Sugarcane takes almost
a year to grow.
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Q.1. Enlist the various institutional reform programmes introduced by the government in
the interest of farmers.

ANS-

I.In the 1980s and 1990s, a comprehensive land development programme was initiated,
which included both institutional and technical reforms.

I1.Provision for crop insurance against drought, flood, cyclone, fire and disease.

I11. establishment of Grameen banks, cooperative societies and banks for providing loan
facilities to the farmers at lower rates of interest were some important steps in this
direction.

IV. Kissan Credit Card (KCC), Personal Accident Insurance Scheme (PAIS) are some
other schemes introduced by the Government of India for the benefit of the farmers.
V.Special weather bulletins and agricultural programmes for farmers were introduced on
the radio and television.

V1. The government also announces minimum support price, remunerative and
procurement prices for important crops to check the exploitation of farmers by
speculators and middlemen.
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Q.2.What is Intensive Subsistence Farming?
Answer-
This type of farming is practised in areas of high population pressure on land.
It is labourintensive farming, where high doses of biochemical inputs and irrigation are
used for obtaining higher production.




Though the ‘right of inheritance’ leading to the division of land among successive
generations has rendered land-holding size uneconomical.

The farmers continue to take maximum output from the limited land in the absence of
alternative source of livelihood.

There is enormous pressure on agricultural land
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Q.3. What is Commercial Farming?

ANS-

|.The main characteristic of this type of farming is the use of higher doses of modern
inputs

I1. high yielding variety (HYV) seeds, chemical fertilisers, insecticides and pesticides in
order to obtain higher productivity.

I11.The degree of commercialisation of agriculture varies from one region to another. For
example, rice is a commercial crop in Haryana and Punjab, but in Odisha, it is a
subsistence crop.
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Jhumming: The ‘slash and burn” agriculfure 5
is known as “Milpa’” in Mexico and Cenitral
America, ‘Conuco’ in Venzuela, "‘Roca’ in
Brazil, "Masole’ in Central Africa, ‘Ladang”’
in Indonesia, ‘"Ray’ in Vietnam.

In India, this primiitive form of cultivation
is called ‘Bewar’ or ‘Dahiya’” in Madhya
Pradesh, 'Podu’ or ‘Penda’ in Andhra Pradesh,
“Pama Dabi’ or ' Koman’ or Bringa’ in Odisha,
‘Kumari’ im Westernmn Ghats, “Valre’ or “Walire”’
in South-eastern Rajasthan, "Khil’ in the
Himalayan belt, ‘" Kuruwa’ in Jharkhand, and

With the help of picture given above give the answer of following question

1.Which type of farming is shown in pic?

ANS-Jhumming or The ‘slash and burn’ agriculture

1i.The ‘slash and burn’ agriculture is known as ------------- in Mexico.

ans-Milpa

iii, In India, this primitive form of cultivation is called ‘Bewar’ or ‘Dahiya’ in -------------
----- Ans-Madhya Pradesh
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Q.2.With the help of following paragraph given below answer the question
Bhoodan — Gramdan



Mahatma Gandhi declared VVinoba Bhave as his spiritual heir. He also participated in
Satyagraha as one of the foremost satyagrahis. He was one of the votaries of Gandhi’s
concept of gram swarajya. After Gandhiji’s martyrdom, Vinoba Bhaveundertook
padyatra to spread Gandhiji’s message covered almost the entire country. Once, when he
was delivering a lecture at Pochampalli in Andhra Pradesh, some poor landless villagers
demanded some land for their economic well-being. Vinoba Bhave could not promise it
to them immediately but assured them to talk to the Government of India regarding
provision of land for them if they undertook cooperative farming. Suddenly, Shri Ram
Chandra Reddy stood up and offered 80 acres of land to be distributed among 80 land-
less villagers. This act was known as ‘Bhoodan’. Later he travelled and introduced his
ideas widely all over India. Some zamindars, owners of many villages offered to
distribute some villages among the landless. It was known as Gramdan. However, many
land-owners chose to provide some part of their land to the poor farmers due to the fear
of land ceiling act. This Bhoodan-Gramdan movement initiated by Vinoba Bhave is also
known as the Blood-less Revolution.

I.Who was the spiritual heir of Mahatma Gandhi ?

ANS- Mahatma Gandhi declared Vinoba Bhave as his spiritual heir.

I1.Which movement is also known as blood-less revolution?

Ans- This Bhoodan-Gramdan movement initiated by Vinoba Bhave is also known as the

Blood-less Revolution.

[11.Vinoba Bhave undertook padyatra to spread Gandhiji’s message covered almost the
entire countryThis statement is true or false-

ANS-TRUE
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