


It was a cold morning and the girl had a shawl across her shoulder. Her feet were bare and her clothes
were old. She was a young girl, walking gracefully towards me.

When she came to my window, she stopped. She saw that I was looking at her intently, but at first she
pretended not to notice. She had a pale skin, shiny black hair, and dark eyes. And then those eyes, searching

andlively, met mine.
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She stood by my window for some time and neither of us said anything. But when she moved on, I,
don’t know why, left my seat and rushed to the carriage door. She noticed me at the door, and stood waiting
on the platform. I walked across to the tea stall. A kettle was boiling on a small fire. The girl followed me
behind the stall.

“Doyouwanttobuyabasket ? Sheasked. ““They are very strong, made of the finest cane.”

“No,”’ Isaid, “Idon’t wantabasket.”

We stood looking at each other for a very long time and then she said, ““Are you sure you don't wanta
basket?”’

“Giveme one,” I said, and I took the one on top and gave her a rupee. I wished to touch her fingers, but
could not.

The guard blew his whistle; she said, something, but it waslost in the clanging of the belland the hissing
of the engine. I had to run back to my compartment. I watched her as the platform slipped away. She was
alone on the platform and did not move, but she was looking at me and smiling. I watched her until the signal

box came in the way, and then the jungle hid the station. I could still see her standing there alone.
I'satup awake for therest of the journey. I could not forget the girl’s face and her dark, bright eyes.
But when I reached Dehra, the incident got blurred and distant; for there were other things on my

mind. It was only when I was making the return journey two monthslater, that I remembered the girl.
I was looking out for her as the train drew into the station and I felt an unexpected thrill. I saw her

walking up the platform. I ran to the door and waved at her. When she saw me, she smiled. She was pleased

thatI remembered her. Iwas pleased that she remembered me.
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8 He said, "I had been doing my He said that he had been doing his
homework when the light went off". | homework when the light went off.
9 He said,"I will open the library He said that he would open the library
tomorrow." the next day.
L. 3 Read the text given in L.2 and write down the changes made in ‘B’ into the table.
Sentence A B
Example I, am, today He, was, that day
1 I'm looking, my, now
2 I visited, last Sunday
3 I've lived, here
4 I had finished, my, came
5 I have been watching this
6 I was watching, rang
7 I had been doing, went off
8 I will open, tomorrow

L.4 You are a class monitor. As a monitor of your class you are asked to take attendance and
note down absentees and the reasons for their absence in the class. Following are the
reasons given by the students who remained absent the previous day in the class.

You : Why were you absent yesterday?

. Disha
. Haroon
. Suketu :
. Vraj

. Dhiraj

. Sania
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: I was not well.
: I got up late in the morning.

I was not ready with my homework.

: I visited my uncle's place with my parents.
: I went to the stadium to watch the cricket match.
: We had some guests and I had to help out my mother in kitchen.

Now you are reporting the students’ reasons to your class teacher.

Madam,

1. Disha said that
2.Haroon said that
3. Suketu said that
4. Vraj said that
5. Dhiraj said that
6. Sonia said that

The Night Train at Deoli



L.5 Asapartof your school project you meet Roopam, a former student of your school. S/he
remembers her/his school days.
» Iwas an average student in study. But I was very good at English. I was not good at sports. I
was very fat. I did not like reading much. I used to spend too much time watching TV. Iloved the
annual function celebrations.

Work in pairs and write a brief report on what was shared by Roopam about her/his
early school days.

Roopam is a former student of our school and s/he is a successful business person/woman now.
S/e said that ... in studies. But S/he stated that

....................................... ] 0103 o3 1
S/he said that .........cccoviiiiiiiiiiiii, reading much. S/he said that
........................................................................... watching TV. S/he happily
saidthat..........oooiiiiiiii e celebrations.

L. 6 Your school is busy preparing for the Annual day. A music teacher is appointed to train
you for different events. Unfortunately, the music teacher’s guitar is lost from the school.
The teacher is making inquiry about the lost guitar.

Teacher: Where were you last evening?

Mohsin : I was with the dance group. But I saw Raghav playing guitar.

Raghav : I took it for a while, then I went to see the dance practice.

Megha : I was busy with my classical dance practice.

Reena : We were rehearsing our prayer song in the assembly hall.

Sam  :Ileft for home early as I wasn’t feeling well.

The teacher is now sharing the information with the principal about what had happened.
Complete the following text.

I had left the guitar in the music hall the previous evening. I asked the students who were

involved with different events. Mohsin said that the dance group

but Raghav with guitar. Raghav said that

for a while then the dance practice. Megha

revealed that classical dance practice. Reena

said that into the assembly hall. Sam said that
feeling well.

L.7 When Radhika and Shekhar shifted to their new flat, several things needed repairing. The
flat owner rang them up and said:

“I am out of station now, but I will come tomorrow and give you the extra key for the main door.
I'will also get furniture in the kitchen repaired and get the gas heater fixed in the bathroom. I will
also get the curtain fixed in the drawing hall this week. I had checked the fans and lights in all
the rooms. And I had reinstalled a new stabilizer for the AC in bedroom. I am not sure whether
the doorbell works well. If you find any other problem, you can ring me tonight athome.”

Two weeks passed but the flat owner had done nothing. Radhika is telling her friend what
the owner had said. Complete the text.

When my flatowner rangup he said ...................... out of station but...................
........................................................................ and ................... the extra
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