Ecology

Comprehension Questions

Question 1. What makes the speaker in the poem angry the day after the first rain,

year after year? Hfaar # Ufaay ygell SATd & 91 99T B T 1 PHIRIG Bl 32

Answer: The day after the first rain year after year, the speaker becomes very angry
because his mother has a severe attack of migraine caused by the strong fragrance of
the pollen of the flowers of the red Champak every time it blooms. gfaay ugdll sRuTd &
STc, 991 9gd ShITd 8 il & Fifeh 8% aR od i} a1 T & g&f TR Hdl TId & ol
IS WA B! g T J IT! A I AI BT SRT (988 g RRES) Usar gl

Question 2. What, according to the mother, is the story of the origin of the

Champak tree? AT & 3RIR TW®H & J& & I D T ST 82

Answer: According to the mother, the tree had grown by the droppings of a passing
bird by chance which is con5|dered to be a very good omen. Ald 3‘@1? a's'q&raa@
ISt g8 FIfSar gRT S/ Td, st ST & ¥ 37 AT fordl e Y Tobd HIHT ST B |

Question 3. Why is the pollen fog ‘street-long’ ? URTITHUT L4 Y HSPh & fora=

Answer: The pollen fog is ‘street-long because it is spread everywhere on the street. It
has covered the street so it Iooks as |f it were street long. TRETH U B ‘éﬁlmﬁlﬂ:ﬁ
T B | iy T8 TSP R IRI IR B T 8| I TSH Bl o (¢l g SHe T4 Ueltd
BT 8 9 5 7% T Reft ot

Question 4. Why does she oppose the idea of cutting down the Champak despite
the fact that its pollen gives her a migraine? 98 TW® ®| HIC oA & f[dUR &1 faRIY
I P 8, 39 TG & J1avig H P TS R r I 7SI a1 22

Answer: Despite the fact that the pollen of the Champak tree gives her migraine, she
opposes the idea of cutting down the tree because it gives her basketful of flowers
every year. It is as old as she is. So she is emotionally attached to it, and it had grown by
dropping of a passing bird by chance which is considered as good omen.



= U ¥ araqg W R 90 ¥ g8 BRI I AEIF (dtg RRed) 312, 98 39 34 &)
FIe 3 & IR &1 faviy Hat g T I8 I U a8 clbsl HR-HR R Bd <l o | I8
I gt 1et b1 § et b I w08 | 3o 98 Wig T U | IAY 719 3@l 8, 3R
q‘s"q’&ssg?rgﬁ%ﬁr%mm&ﬁ%awwqaﬁm STd & T I U7 fo) Uah W b
AT S ]

Question 5. Comment on the appropriateness of the title “Ecology’. IV 'Ecology

uifRufash #1 Sugeaar R fewff fafed )

Answer: The title ‘Ecology’ is absolutely appropriate. In this poem, the poet seems to
convey the thought that a particular kind of tree may have both negative and positive
factors so it need not be cut down. Just as the speaker’'s mother has such a severe
migraine due to pollen of the Champak tree every year but despite it she opposes the
idea of cutting the tree.

XM ‘Ecology (UTRAUTI]) e Iugad e 21 39 Hiadl  Hid I8 Yo ST Udid
BId1 © o IS fARIY UBR BT G4 THRIHSD § THRIHD Gl YHTT I1all 51 Hebell © ST
I Bl BI HTIGH T el gidt | S b Hiadr & g &1 7 &1 UdS I8 TS & g8 &
w17 | P ArEd € @ 5 ot a8 I @re 21 & R &1 fkiy el B

Question 6. The poet explores the heart of Indianness in the poem in many ways.

Substantiate. HfadT # $fd A fafyry Tl I URA fea) (HRdan &1 fazeryor
forar 81 g Fifcr

Answer: The poet explores the heart of Indianness in the poem in following ways : A
son’s love for his mother, mother’s sacrificing nature, the mother’s attachment to the
tree, strong interest in the family, the poet’s reference to Hindu heritage as he mentions
the gods and ancient beliefs etc.

Hiar H Hfd 7 g ade! § yRd faall (WRdad) 1 fazeyu far 31 | & ol v g
B U, Al &1 AFTYUT WHIE, & & Ul Al BT HIaTHS g, TRAR H 98 S, Hid gRI
fewg favraa & deu o Saarsit siR Ararsit &1 JHa S 3Mfe |

Question 7. There is a spirit of agelessness about the Champak trees which forms
the heart of the poem. Do you agree, and if so, why? TH® g&fi, 5l {5 59 $ﬁ?ﬂ
®1 ged 2, ¥ vy § wnyadr (RRIgan) @Y W= 81 &1 39 599 9eHd ©, afe &, at
il 2



Answer: Yes, | agree that there is a spirit of agelesness about the Champak trees which
forms the heart of the poem because throughout the poem it is not mentioned
anywhere how old these Champak trees are and they have been bursting into flowers
for years. 81, H 3% UGHA § [ IHD g&ii off b ST HiadT 1 gad ¢, b [a9d H myaar
(RRTIAM BT yraT § Fifds Trgut Hiadl & da! ot a5 e aaran 1 § [ A gef fova wra
& ¢ 3R a9 39 R B Raad 3@ &

Creative Writing

Question 1. Describe the entire setting of the poem with the help of the
vocabulary used by the poet to do so. (Hints-the first rain - Red Champak trees -
had burst into flower - street-long-heavy hung yellow pollen fog of a fragrance —
no wind could sift - scales, smells, bone-creaks, nightly visiting voices)

PHid GRT UG eqIdci &I TeMdl § HiddT & THul €39 &1 9uH BRI | |

Answer: The Red Champak Tree

There are some Champak trees near the poet’s house. When there is the first rain of the
rainy season, the poet returns home in a very bad mood. He knows that the Champak
tree blooms flowers after the first rain and the fragrance of the pollen gives a severe
migraine to his mother. It seems that he can smell the fragrance of the flowers from a
mile away. It looks as if the fragrance has filled the whole street so heavily that it is not
possible for the breeze to shift it. Yellow pollen has spread over the street. The fragrance
enters his house like scales, smells, bonecreaks, nightly visiting voices.

B H WP U $S IS & US g | OIF ST b AIGH DI Igal! sRuTd it § ol did §X
T § TR diedl g1 98 ST § o Ugelt sRuTd o §1¢ 99 & B RIad & 3R IRETH 0N
1 QR A IS Al BT YIPR 39 R P14 I 3 Qﬂmudl%% Bl I GG Pl a8
TH T X I &1 Y AT 3| T AT | T S o =1 A TTeft Bl St SIRGR aRieh F R
faar 8 f ga1 &1 BicT ot 38 R T8I B AHhdl & | Uid WITHUI I3 el & T T € | JqRIG,
I9d W A YA, i, gigal & aREREl, BT YT Marsh & kg I gt 8|




Short Answer Type Questions
Answer the following Questions in about 30 words each :

Question 1. What does the poet mean by blinding migraine’?
blinding migraine q B BT T MR 82

Answer: By blinding migraine’ the poet means severe attack of migraine, a very bad
kind of headache, often causing a person to vomit. Headache becomes so severe that
the person feels it difficult to keep his eyes open. ‘Blinding migraine’ T Hfd BT MR §
HISUH B diid GRTI TP YBR BT HIHD RIRGG orgH Afad ol fesiRia: Ifeedl g4
et & | R, g1 dita 81 ST § o et ol offd e o off e gt

Question 2. What message does the poet want to convey through this poem?

= HIAAT & AIH § S T G AT I18dT 22

Answer: Through this poem, the poet wants to convey the message that a particular
kind of tree may have some disadvantages along with its advantages but it does not
mean that we should cut down the tree. Trees are very important for environment.

3 DA & HeH W $id g o= 1 =gl © b fohall qgef faiy & s el o r-
Y H g1l ot 81 gl § | Al sqapT 31 I8 7181 fh 80 S &1 &I Pie ¢ | TR0l &
ferdl qef g ARl ¢

Question 3. What irony do you find in the poem? Hfaar # 3y T g dad 82

Answer: The sense of irony is reflected when the mother very angrily protests the idea
of cutting down the tree even though she is suffering very badly from the migraine
caused by it. She is emotionally attached to the tree and says that it is as old as she
herself.

T 98T URafed 81 § Sd AT 9gd hITUd Bid §U g&f HTe P (IR o1 faRiY Rl §
STafd 3P HIRUNGE g IS ¥ g1 g Uifed 8 | 98 Y HIGHTHS U 4 Jal g 3R
HEAT ¢ [ T8 & I ol WId BT g fora=1l a8 |

Word-meanings and Hindi Translation

The day ...cccovvrreienneee. sift, (Page 82)



Word-meanings : rage @G) = SIY| burst into flower @EWW@ = %@EWI
blinding migraine (TS ATZIA) = ST dol R &4 Sl fop! DI ATHIT SRMTIT HEqH
H S| street-long heavy-hung (ET-ANT BA1-87T) = Sa-1t dig O Sl IR TS& IR e
St 81 pollen (AT = TRET &I fog (BIT) = HIET| that no wind could sift (G€ I a8
s Rie) = 1S arg +f I8 R T 9 el

fE=dl SFIaTe-Ugel SRETd & 31 a1G au 9§ & HIY # W ol 5| Fifeh § U Hiad X ¥ +f
&g T (ST o) § [ AT a8 o gt & A1 fhr del gl ¢ 1 31 R iR Bt R
T SR A1 &I 39 a9l g BT Ugal A ¢ el B Rad T, IUHT Uial IR U i
TR & I HIgX & JHM TP HIST IR &b U J IR 8 R T T, o is gar o
REHEIEEXI

no door............... flowering tree (Page 82)

Word-meanings : shut out (RIC 3{I3C) = B pillared house (ﬁﬂém =™ g
fAfefa a1 ears and eyes = %_s{ Wa | scales (%abcvl) = WY H, UITH, Y| bone creaks
@qﬁrﬂ) = s%u‘fﬁam%a porous (Cn?ﬂ) = (here porous walls), &% arel SR |
flashing her temper (q%ﬁmsﬁm”) = angrily, W@?f@l

fewal SIaTe-Tg] d@ b TR & Pig o GaT AT 6! 5T g T I R T 3 I g1 b
Tohd ¥ BT Gl § FfHT 7o B SR fevg B & HRUTERIH S1 3M1aTel a1 Y, siedl
& TR B AT, ABERT B S1arst 3M1fe fobeft 1 |l 3R 3 @ =&t Aep urell, gARY
ARE 9 (@lar) i sl arelt o | /7 3 $Ifd g1 §UEH 8 Bl arell 9&f g sre faan|

almost ....c.ooovveeeen. season. (Pages 82-83)

Word-meanings: seeded QIESE grew out of a seed, SieT ¥ 3 passing bird (TR
§:S) = a bird that flew away, ﬁmﬂ&ﬁ@W@WGﬁl prOV|dent|aI dropplngs
(NSRS SIfUTe) = something dropped by chance, 3{H¥Td SRS ICHEIS)
and for one line of cousins (Q'US'WEFT c1|$-| 3ffq chl\ﬂ'\rl) = a whole generation, W@
1lﬂ_c.fsfl dower of migraines in season (€T31’ 3ffq Hlsuf\ﬂ '517-[ {-Il\ﬂ'-l) = the flood of mlgralnes
that the girls get is like a dowry in that season, Zd- do! YT H sl Bl ATSUH Bl
%w%ﬂw @ﬁmgﬁdmwﬁtgmﬁaﬁwmaﬁ)%ﬁmﬁﬁwmim$
T o

o<t argaTe-(@® q&) T I & AT & ForeH b aw (A, 9% el € b 7 ger Jer &
I forddt fafegan & srerarq aiiet FIRT &9 & (@8N I 4T . I8 I WTaH, gial iR
It gl & ol St R u&mﬂﬁtgmﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ%tﬂ%mﬁ
gieq-Ursdl (Rd &) B I HIGH &1 UHid BT IUSR (HIZHH) &1 & ford|




Explanation with Reference to Context
Stanza 1:

The day after the first rain, for years | would come home in a rage, for | could see from a
mile away out there Red Champak trees had done it again,

Reference: These lines have been taken from the poem “Ecology’ composed by A.K.
Ramanujan.

Context: These lines express the mental state of th poet due to Red Champak trees.

Explanation: In these lines the poet says that after the first rain in rainy season, he comes
home in an angry mood. It has been happening for several years. The poet tells us the
reason. He can know from a mile away from his house that Red Champak flowers have
blossomed again on the tree near his house.

T -3 dfaaar A.K.Ramanujan §RT IR HAdT ‘Ecology’ ¥ o 718 &
TRIT-3 Ufaad! et 99 & Fall & HRUT Bid Bt AHRIS RUfd & IR & Fard 5|

ReT-34 Ufdadl & »id wea 8 b A1 & HH § Ugel! SRYTd & 916, 98 RIS gidl
BT TR Aledl ¢ | UHT S a8 9 81 Y81 & | Hid §H HRUI §d1dT g1 I8 301 W Y TH Hd
I S 1§ foh ITF W& U & a1 I9F & Us IR gaRT ¥ Bd fad T g

Stanza 2 :

had burst into flower and given Mother her first blinding migraine of the season with
their street-long heavy-hung yellow pollen fog of a fragrance no wind could sift,

Reference: These lines have been taken from the poem ‘Ecology’ composed by A.K.
Ramanujan.

Context: These lines express the effect of the fragrance of the Red Champak flower’s
pollen.



Explanation: The poet says that the fragrance of the Red Champak flower’s pollen causes
severe migraine to his mother. And after the first rain, the Champak tree blossoms Red
flowers that will cause his mother the first severe migraine of the season. The poet tells
us the other effect of the fragrance of the yellow pollen that it spreads everywhere in
the street so heavily that no breeze can blow it away.

T<yf-3 dfaaal A.K. Ramanujan gRTAd HfAdT ‘Ecology’ ¥ Tt 718 & |

TRIT1-3 dfeaal e 9w & el o IR HUN &b THIT & IR | adTal g |

RHT-H A FAIdT & b AT THH & Tl o URI & HRUT STBT Al Bl HIHR 318 RR B
G4 Bid1 81 3R Ugel ST & 1a Alel 98D & U R el Bdt e SiTd g foredy I8!
AT &1 T BT Ugell HaHR MY RR BT &6 8Id1 8| A 81 Uil IRITHUN &1 GG BT GIR]
THIG ST ¢ b T eR el H &R ovTe Uit T St & b gar 4t 59 et 31 qandit |

Stanza 3:
no door could shut out from our black pillared house whose walls had ears and eyes,
scales, smells, bone-creaks, nightly visiting voices, and were porous like us.

Reference: These lines have been taken from the poem ‘Ecology’ composed by A. K.
Ramanujan.

Context: These lines tell us how fragrance enters the poet's house.

Explanation: The poet says that his house is made of black pillars but it could not keep
away the smell of the Champak flowers. As there are so many holes in the doors of the
house, it enters his house without stopping. He tells us that the house has porous like
us. The porous walls allow various kinds of things to enter his house. They are scales,
smells, movement of bones, ghostly voices in the night and so on. As we see things with
our own eyes, doors also allow things to enter in it through holes.

T<y-3 dfaqal A. K. Ramanujan gRT fad SfAdT ‘Ecology’ ¥ &t TR |

TRIT-d Uil g4 il 8 [ frd TR & GRIg 3% 0 H Ja% &l g

ARAT-HA HEal & [ ST IR H1d TR § it g dfd a8 +ft 90w & ol & @Ry,
DI T81 AP bl g | I TR & adToll § 9gd 94 § fd: Tg IS9P R H o1 3 Jawr
HN © | I8 §H Ia1d & [ R H +ff g e foog § 1 s o o el &l e & g &l




€ 3 € ITH B 3Mmarst (), 1Y, el 1 TRURTES, [ B YAeT SHTarS adT 35 YR
3 ST | SIY & ISl bl 3O 37 ¥ Gd € 39! UHR TR & &rarel - T+ el &
41 & AT ¥ 3T 3R 3 Ad B

Stanza 4 :

but mother, flashing her temper like her mother’s twisted silver grandchildren’s knickers
wet as the cold pack on her head, would not let us cut down a flowering tree

Reference: These lines have been taken from the poem ‘Ecology’ composed by A. K.
Ramanujan. Context: These lines tell us how the poet’s mother behaves on the matter of
cutting of Champak tree.

Explanation: The poet says that his mother shows her anger when she comes to know
about the cutting of the Champak tree. She does not let the tree be cut down. It yields
her flowers,

-3 dfaaar A. k. Ramanujan g1 NEREAEG] ’Ecology'@fFﬁTITﬁ%I TRT1-q dfeaar gd
gt g b U8 & ®1e 9H & ATy R I Aramh f$Y bR ¥ sIdeR B ¢ | RAT-
Hfd g1 Iara1 § fob 519 Bfa ot AT B! TS B U & B o1 & aR A Udl Iadl g o) 98
AR Bt 81 98 US ! T8} dleq &l 81 T8 3¢ B ol B

Stanza 5:

almost as old as her, seeded, she said, by a passing bird’s providential droppings to give
her gods and her daughters and daughter’s daughters basketfuls of annual flower and
for one line of cousins a dower of migraines in season.

Fe-RBR! UTEIYS H 39 TR B GERI A8 & URY H 25 FaR SU LT @ off YA I &l
BY T Ufid giall g |

Reference: These lines have been taken from the poem ‘Ecology’ composed by A. K.
Ramanujan.

Context: These lines tell us about the Champak tree and its flowers.

Explanation: The poet says that his mother told him that the tree was almost as old as
she. She herself had planted that tree. She got its seed from the droppings of a bird



passing by chance. It was a kind of blessing. She said that the tree provided her ‘many
basketfuls of flowers to be offered to her gods and to her daughters and daughter’s
daughters. Although the tree would give a terrible migraine from one generation to
another as legacy or dowry, his mother did not let it to be cut.

-3 dfaaar A. K. Ramanujan gIRI ferd i ‘Ecology’ J it TR
TRIT-3 Ufaqdl 86 9Wd & U8 adl 39% al & ar J §dKil 5

RI-Hd gH Id1dT & 6 ITD! AT 7 IT AT B IS TTHT I 81 I1d & & Fora It
B! 98 31 I WY € I8 U T UT| I DT IS Teb ToRd gU Ueft ) e I 3
T € U 3T UT| T8 Th UBR T 3efidic UT| 98 Jamdl & [ IS I Uiaay I9b aarsil
3R 37 gl qut Tt &t gl & i At 4R WR HR B <dT 3| I 98 U U Uit
T G Ui DI YIHR 318 RR 1 &g fORNId & =0 T 1 g & =4 H ool o1 R 1 wfa
DI AT I el Bleq oot A




