Love Across the Salt Desert

Textual Questions
Comprehension Questions

A. Choose the correct alternative:

Question 1. Drought in Kutch had lasted for:

(a) five years

(b) one year

(c) three years

(d) two years

Question 2. Whenever Najib and his father crossed Rann earlier each time they had
taken with them.

a) tea leaf

b) herbal leaf
c) green leaf
d) tendu leaf
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Question 3. The relationship between Kaley Shah and Fatimah was:

a) brother-sister
b) husband-wife
¢) teacher-student
d) father-daughter

—_~ o~ o~ —~

Question 4. The name of Najib’s camel was:

(a) Janbaz

(b) Allaharakha
(c) Aftab

(d) Tabeez
Answers: 1. (C)
2. (d)



3.(d)
4. (b)

B. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each:

fRfifad Ude Uy &1 IR 30-40 Yeal A SR

Question 1. Why did the Rann look like a paralyzed monster’?

T T 3R ¢ W] R faars 3 o U

Answer: The Rann looked like ‘a paralyzed monster’ because the earth had cracks as the
monsoon had ignored the region. The earth looked like the monster’s back covered with
scab and scar tissue and dried blister-skin.
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Question 2. What important incident occurred when Fatimah came into the
village?

S BIfaHT T11d | TS o 1 Hedqul ge-T gied ga?

Answer: The first rains came on the day when Fatimah came into the village. It had
rained after three successive years of drought and thus the incident became memorable
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Question 3. Why did Fatimah not like Mahfuz Ali?

AT D! HEPol 3fcll Tig ol el oT?

Answer: Fatimah did not like Mahfuz Ali because he was a stammerer. He could not
pronounce words clearly. Urchins started mimicking him the moment they set eyes on
him. It was just a step removed from being hounded like a madman and pelted with
stones.
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Question 4. Why did Aftab open the door three times during the night? Was
anybody knocking at the door?

3BT = Id DI A TR SGTST ) TIAT? FT bl gIamell WedeT 15T UT?

Answer: Aftab opened the door three times during the night because he thought that
his son had come. Nobody was knocking at the door. It was only the wind knocking
against the door.
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Question 5. Why was it not easy to cross the boundary? How were people checked
while crossing the border?

ﬁzﬂaﬁwmwaﬁﬁwwﬁmmﬁw@ﬁﬁﬁﬂmwﬁﬁ
?

Answer: It was not easy to cross the boundary because there were patrolling parties in
both countries. People were checked from the bamboo watch towers through
binoculars by the Indus Rangers while crossing the border.
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Question 6. Why was Fatimah happy despite she was leaving her country as well as
home?

U WIfAHT ST 4% dUT IR 81 8! At fhx 1t a8 =1 i i

Answer: Najib and Fatimah loved each other very much. When Najib went to Fatimah to
take her with him facing so many problems, she became very happy because it was the
sweet fruit which both of them had been expecting for a long time.

OIS 3TR WIIH TRER §gd WR B A | ST Tofd WA Bl A o 7T B3 bidrsdl bl
HIEAT B 39D U gl df 98 9gd UNd g8 i g 31 WR &1 U aRurfa off foregest
3T €1 g I 9 Udien #R 38




C. Answer the following questions in 125 words each:

fFafafed Ul U &1 IR 125 Tsal | IR

Question 1. Discuss the aptness of the title ‘Love across the Salt Desert’.

IS ‘Love across the Salt Desert’ Bt JYUYaddl U foemR-fam=f eI

Answer: In the story, Najab is a very shy boy. His father doubts that he is so shy that he
will not be able to charge money for what he sells. But one-day Najab saw the daughter
of the spice-seller. Her name was Fatimah. She was an honour. Najab fell in love with
her. But the girl was from Pakistan.

To get her hand he had to cross the desert and international border where the rangers
of both the countries patrolled all the time. He had earlier crossed the border four times
so he knew when to cross the border. But he crossed during the day time. In crossing
the border he and his camel got exhausted and injured.

Finally, he reached Fatimah's house and succeeded in eloping with her and crossing the
border. So it can be said that the title of the story is apt.

35 HEM H A1 Ioid U dgd ol Ml UPid BT dSHI g | IqP ﬁ?ﬂﬁsﬂaﬂﬁm
ﬂ%‘s’%%ﬂ%’mm%%a‘s’w I P! ¥R ¥ 1 TSP A IGP! HIHI 9P TG
HIT UTT | AP U e To/d AT 92 9Tdl &1 AS ! Pl &xadl § | ST AT BIaHT g |
I8 AP YR B 1 98 I WR HR 33T 7

AfhT 98 TSh! U B! I8 aTelt g1 D! U & forw 3] w3 it ¥ &
i 7 UR S Uedl 71 Sel TR F o=l & Yo 8 96y UgYl &d B 1 98 39
Ugd IR dR UR R gebl YT 31T 39 UaT o7 for A1 &1 fow w0 uR fosan Sira|
difep IO 1|1 &1 feq H UR o

T IR A H 98 3R ITBT G R e I Y T G 919 g1 T | RSB Tordl
HIFAHT & TR Ugddh 39 WREe UR Y M H Thd g3l | 3(d: T8 Hal ol Ul g [
HeM! o1 2N fepa IUYE B

Question 2. Write about the rituals performed at Panchami Pir.
ol UR WR fhg oI aTel enfifes o™ o aR # fafad |

Answer: The religious place, Panchami Pir was situated on the hilltop of Kala Doonger.



There were footprints of Panchami Pir on it. When someone wanted to start a new work
or set out on a journey, he would go there to pay homage. When he went there, he
would leave some food there and started beating on his thali. In a few moments, jackals
would materialise and gobbled up the food he had offered.

If the jackals appeared and ate the offered food, it was considered auspicious and he
could do what he wanted to do. If they did not turn up, it would be a sign of bad omen.
Then he would have to cancel his plan and return home. A lamp was lighted in the Pir's
honour every night on the hilltop. This ritual was widely respected by the local
population.
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Question 3. The image of Rann has been used twice in this story: in the beginning
and also in the end. How was it associated with love, joy and harmony among the
characters?
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Answer: In the beginning, when the Rann had been described, there was drought. There
was no hope for life. In the meantime, a girl named Fatimah came. She proved fortunate
for the village. The day she arrived, it rained and the drought ended. The chief character
of the story, Najib fell in love with Fatimah.

Fatimah also got attracted towards Najib and he could not control over himself. At the
end of the story there is a description of the Rann but this time Najib has eloped with
his beloved and crossed the international border. In crossing the border his camel,
Allaharakha helped him. The rain is described again. His mother also helped him in this



planning. Father became too much worried about Najib. On hearing the knock at the
door he opened the door three times but this sound was due to the wind.
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Question 4. Throw light on the difference of attitude between Najib’s mother and
father when they came to know about his escapade.

S§ ToId o AT d [Udl ! S g6 B & aR H Il IaT df 3 TdgR | R |
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Answer: When Najib’s father came to know about his escapade, he went to his wife to
break the news. He thought that she would faint on hearing the news. When he reached
home, he found her crouching with her back against the mud wall. When she heard the
news, she expressed no surprise.

Najib’s father knew nothing about it. He was not involved in this planning. And he
thought that his wife also did not know about it. But the reality was quite different. She
was completely involved in it, but she kept it a secret from her husband.

Her husband came to know about it only when he saw that there was no gold bangle in
her arm. When he asked her about it, then he could know and guess the fact. Thus the
father was not involved in the escapade but the mother was involved in it.
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Question 5. What difficulties did Najib face while crossing the border?

TGS DI UR B H 9d BT ST TR BT AT HAT UST?

Answer: Najib crossed the border in daylight while none dared do so. It was very hot.
While crossing the border, he knew the track he had to take. Najib crossed the
International Boundary Pillar Number 1066. This track bisected the two posts of the
Indus Rangers at Jagtarai and Vingoor. But he strayed slightly and from their watch-
tower, the Rangers saw through their binoculars this sleek camel, warped and distorted
by the heat shimmer into a lumbering leviathan.

They could not stand for an Indian slipping into their territory with tendu leaf right
under their noses, and that too without paying any bride. They chased him firing a mile-
long distance. The spent bullets have flopped in the sand behind him. It caused dust to
rise.

This dust rose between him and the rangers and he could escape. But Najib’s camel got
agonising cracks in his feet. He might have died of fatigue. To ease the camel of his
burden Najib started walking beside him.
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D. State True or False:

Question 1. ‘Chagall’ was used to drink water.

Question 2. The Spice-seller had a beautiful son.

Question 3. Najib succeeded in crossing the border.

Question 4. Najib’s mother knew about his escapade.

Question 5. Kaley Shah helped Najib in taking his daughter away.

Answers:

1. True
2. False
3. True
4. True
5. False

E. Creative Writing:

Imagine you are a member of the drought relief team. Describe the measures you would
take to help the drought-stricken people in a remote desert area.

HT DI o ST @ I1Ed & & TeH ¢ | G AHRIAg &7 T @ tifgd annl &t
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Answer: The following steps can be taken to face the drought in a remote desert area.

1. First of all our team would teach people how to conserve water and put a water
rationing plan in place in the event of water shortage.

2. We shall tell them about the drip irrigation method in which crops may be grown in
less water.

3. We shall encourage them to adopt different methods of rainwater harvesting.

4. They would be taught to reuse water that would have been wasted. Instead of letting
water flow down the drains, we can collect it and put it to some use.



Additional Questions
A. Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words each:

fRUfifad Ul U &1 IR 30-40 Yeal | IR

Question 1. Give a short description of drought in Kutch.
Hag & W PI Al guiF Sifo |

Answer: The drought in Kutch had lasted for three successive years. The Rann lay like a
paralysed monster. The earth had cracked. The cattle became thin and weak. The oxen
died. Only the camel survived.

B H IR i au deb JT ISTI 01 T ST &R bl Hifel fegrelm Tl gedt iR &’
Us e off| Ux] gaa MR FAdd 81 T8I 99 TR W Had &e siifdd a9 IR

Question 2. How is Fatimah's beauty described in the story?

HeT! H WIFAH &I Yedl &1 v [y UHR I fowar mar g2

Answer: Fatimah is described as an hour. She smelt of clove and cinnamon. Her
laughter had the timbre of ankle-bells. Her eyebrows were like black wisps of the night.
Her hair was the night itself.
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Question 3. What do you know about Kala Doongar?
HIAT SR o aR T 31T HT SHd 8172

Answer: Kala Doongar is the highest hill in Kutch. It is a black hill capped with basalt.
The religious place, Panchami Pir is situated on the hilltop of Kala Doongar. People go
there to pay homage to the Pir.

BT §R, H0 H God Sl ISt g1 I8 9¥lec bl IgHI 4 el g3 § | UIHs UR AHS
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Question 4. How did the ritual of the feeding of jackals start?
Rl &1 Raam &1 g1 fog TeR ¥ & g2

Answer: Over a hundred years earlier the Panchami Pir accompanied by a jackal had
trudged these salt wastes serving the people. He was reclusive by habit. He used to
retire to thorny jungles. The customs of feeding the jackals had started since then.
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Question 5. What are bhungas?

YT 187

Answer: Bhungas are one-room mud houses. They are circular at the base, but tapering
into conical thatch roofs at the top. They are found in villages of desert-like Kuran in
Sindh and Kutch.
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Question 6. What did Najib’s friends think about him?

T P S| Dt b IR | T IF A2

Answer: Najib's diffidence was notorious among his friends. He was known to have
blushed at the mere mention of a girl. He was an introverted lad with dreamy eyes. No
one had ever associated him with an act of bravado.
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Question 7. What did Najib's father think about his son?

Io1d o Uit 304 43 o aR § &1 fdaR Tad A2

Answer: Najib's father thought that the lad would squander away all that his ancestors



and he had acquired during a hundred years not because he was spendthrift but
because he would be too shy to charge money for what he sold.
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Question 8. How did Kaley Shah look?
BT XM HT fawrs g U

Answer: Kaley Shah was tall and well-fleshed and his thick-jowled face had a purple
tinge about it as if somewhere along the way it had got stuck with a discoloured patch.
He always wore a Rahmat of black and white checks.
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Question 9. What is the pattern of life in the border villages?

IRES b Tia] H S DT WY haT o2

Answer: In the villages of the border area, the pattern of life is special. It is that if a man
was absent along with his camel, it was taken for granted that he had made a foray
across the desert into Pakistan.
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Question 10. What did Najib’s father think about his son when he did not find
him?

o & fOrdT = U9 T & IR H 1 T O 3614 39 T8 @T?

Answer: Najib's father thought at first that his son would be around somewhere. But
when he found him missing with his camel, he thought that he had gone across the salt
desert taking Tendu leaf. But in reality, he went there empty-handed.
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Question 11. How did Zaman manage the border crossing?

S IREE UR B H fhg bR I G8TIdT HdT UT?

Answer: Zaman was a smuggler. He was the man who kept the Rangers across the
border happy by paying a bribe to them. Anyone crossing the Rann without his support
was running the gauntlet with the law.
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Question 12. How did Zaman react when he came to know that Najab had crossed
the border?

Se STH &Y UdT < fob -Told IR UR Il 1T T, af Sabt bl ufafsear &2

Answer: He addressed Najab as a pig and expressed his anger shouting loudly. Besides,
he blamed Najab that he had made a blunder by crossing the border without informing
him.
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Question 13. What did Zaman wish for Najab?
SEEEEECANUCICIEEICIT

Answer: Zaman could not stomach Najab crossing the border without his permission or
knowledge. He did not think that Najab might come back safely. He wished Najab to
turn into carrion with vultures hovering around.
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Question 14. What did Aftab think about his wife’s reaction to Najib’s escapade?

oIS & GRTE I B TR THATE - 37U Uall Bi Uidfhar & SR H a1 A

Answer: Aftab thought that she would faint when she would know about it but she did
not even blink in surprise. Then he understood that she was waist-deep in that
conspiracy along with her son.
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Question 15. What were the arrangements for checking the movement on the
international boundary?

SIRISTY HHT R TANTHA i FTRT & R Ui fobT gU A7

Answer: There were patrolling parties in both countries. They had binoculars. They kept
a watch with the help of binoculars from bamboo watchtowers on the international
boundary.
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Question 16. What do you know about a mirage?
FRIfIBT & IR H 31U -7 SId B1?

Answer: Mirage is created by the heat of the sand. A depression in the sand looks like a
splash of water, a freak, stunted cactus gives the appearance of a grove, and a camel
looks like a huge pre-historic animal on the move.
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Question 17. Why did people go from here to there and how did they manage it?
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Answer: People went from here to there to smuggle things like Tendu leaf, cloves,



terylene clothes etc. To make it possible, they obliged officials and some mediators by
giving them hush money.
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Question 18. How was Najab received by Fatimah?

I A o &1 WRTd g UeR I faar

Answer: As Najab called out Fatimah’s name softly through the window bars, she rose
from her bed like a panic-stricken doe. She felt difficulty in recognizing him. Her lustrous
eyes lit up the dark of the room as she opened the door.
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Question 19. Why did Kaley Shah become angry on finding Najab at his home?

ASd DI 3T TR H UThR Bl U8 ARTS 1 g1 TT?

Answer: Kaley Shah became angry because firstly Najab had come unannounced, and
dragged the police behind him. Moreover, he came there empty-handed. According to
him, trading with him was going to be a dead loss.
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Question 20. How did Kaley Shah become ready to help Najab?

HTel TS Told P! TerIdl HI4 & ot frg YR TR gl a1

Answer: Kaley Shah became angry when he saw Najab empty handed but then Najab
showed him the gold bracelet. He told him that he would pay in gold to buy cloves. This
lured Kaley Shah and he became ready to help Najab.
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Question 21. What change occurred in Fatimah'’s life once she had crossed the
border?

T IR YA UR HR T & d1 BIFaHT & Siia= | o1 uRde- T

Answer: She gave up thinking about her country and home. She felt herself to be very
comfortable and happy with her lover. She changed her dialect adding a smear of Kutchi
and lessened a little of Sindhi.
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Question 22. How did Fatimah prove lucky to her new destination?

3T T T RIM & o BifaHT ford R yraRmen Rig 832
OR

How did Fatimah bring good luck to her new place?
3 T I & fore B fg TR Trurg &) o 3182

Answer: Before her arrival, there had been a drought in that area for three successive
years. But when she entered the village, on that very night, it rained heavily and swept
away the drought. Thus, she was lucky for her new place.
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B. Answer the following questions in 125 words each:
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Question 1. How did Najab fall in love with Fatimah?

T BIfaHT T 5T TR I TR H S31?

Answer: When Najab was staring at Fatimah, she caught him looking at her and
laughed back. And in the evening when Fatimah repeated the performance and her face
flooded with excitement as if she dared him to take the next step, he took her in his
arms. Thus, he fell into love. He flung his arms around her in a reckless dizzy moment.



He promised her that he would come again. She did not believe his word because he
had answered the question that she had not asked. He promised that the next time, he
would come alone with no father or uncle to cramp his style. And as he left, he looked
behind to find her gaze following him, her eyes like a pair of storm lanterns in the dark.
In fact, it was love at first sight for both of them.
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Question 2. Write a character sketch of Fatimah.
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Answer: Fatimah is the leading female character of the story. She is described as an
hour. Her eyes were so bright that they would have lit up the darkness of the
underworld. She was the daughter of the spice-seller, Kaley Shah. She smelt of cloves
and cinnamon.

Her laughter had the timbre of ankle-bells. Her eyebrows were like black wisps of the
night. Her hair was the night itself. She was taken by the quite and pleasant behaviour of
Najab. She dared him to take the next step.

She made him fall in love. Though Najab was shy by nature, he crossed the border for
her. She eloped with Najab leaving her village and country behind. She proved lucky for
the Rann. The night she came, it rained heavily and swept away the drought.
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Question 3. How did Najab set out on his journey to cross the desert?
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Answer: Najab set out on his journey to cross the desert with his camel, Allaharakha. He
had stayed during the day at Kala Doongar. It was a black hill capped with basalt. It was
the highest in Kutch.

At dusk, he paid homage to the footprints of the Panchami Pir on the hilltop. He left
some food there and started beating on his thali, according to custom here. In a few
minutes, jackals materialized and gobbled up the food.

This was auspicious. If they had not turned up, it would have considered the ill-effects of
the omen serious enough to have cancelled the journey. A lamp was lighted in the Pir's
honour every night on the hilltop and the flame could be seen all the way from Khavda.
Najab bowed before the flame and set out.
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Question 4. What do you know about the smuggling in the border areas?
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Answer: The people at the border smuggled tendu leaf. They took the leaf worth about



five hundred and sold it across the border for twelve hundred. But it was not a much
profitable bargain.

Between the pay-off to officials and to the intermediaries who arrange the sale of the
bird leaf, to the man who takes the camel out to graze and to the friend or relative who
harboured them, there was precious little left. It was just enough to buy some used
terylene garments and then it was time to make the long trek back across the desert.

The crossing of the border was not easy. Zaman was one such wily old smuggler. When
Najab crossed the border without the knowledge of Zaman, he became very angry.
Nobody could cross the Rann without his support.
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Question 5. How did Najab elope with Fatimah?
e BIAHT 1 fobd ThR F AT o 7T UT?

Answer: Najab crossed the border and stayed in the cattle-shed of Fatimah's house. He
stayed in the evening there and slipped into Fatimah’s room late at night. Fatimah told
Najab that her father wanted her to marry Mahfuz Ali but she did not like him. Then
Najab asked her if she would cross the border with him on the back of Allaharakha.

She kept silent and her silence was her assent. He knew that she was ready to go with
him. The next evening, with the first lurch of the camel they were off on their long
journey. He had waited for her with his camel at the outskirts of the village. When her
father started snoring at night, she slipped out quietly. It was too big a moment for
them.
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