LESSON 4: A QUESTION OF TRUST

GIST

This story is about a thief who gets a taste of his own medicine. Horace Danby can be termed as a thief with
a difference. He steals only once in a year. He is fond of books and spends most of his booty on buying
books. He plans meticulously before attempting a burglary. During his burglary attempt at a big house, he
gathers all the necessary information and enters the house for stealing from the safe. He is cheated by a lady
thief, who claims herself to be the owner of the house. Finally, Horace ends up in prison only to repent at the

way he was deceived by a person from his own profession.

Main Characters of the Story- A Question of Trust Character Sketch

1. Horace Danby: Horace Danby was about fifty years old and unmarried. Everyone thought him a good and
honest citizen. He was otherwise very well and happy except for attacks of hay fever in summer. He made
locks and was fairly successful at his business. Horace Danby was good and respectable but not completely
honest. He used to rob a safe every year. He used to do so because he needed money to buy books. He had a
passion for buying rare and costly books. He would rob only the rich person. He never hurt anyone and

carried no weapon with him. He was not very aggressive and didn’t want to go to prison.



2. The Lady in Red: The lady in red is gifted with a rare personality. She is full of confidence. She acts like a
perfect actress presenting herself as the lady of the house. Even the dog was rubbing against her in a friendly
manner. In a very subtle way, she told Horace that she wanted to wear the jewels in the safe to a party that
night. She made him open the safe without gloves. Horace willingly hands over the jewels and she decamps

with them.

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS (30-40 Words):
Q1. What do you think is the meaning of the phrase ‘honour among thieves’?
Ans. The phrase ‘honour among thieves’ means that thieves have their code of conduct. One thief is honest

to the other thief. They never betray one another.

Q2. Why is Horace Danby described as good and respectable but not completely honest?
Ans. Horace Danby was a good person. He made locks. He was very successful in his business. He had
engaged two helpers in his business. But he was not completely honest because he robbed a safe every

year.

Q3. Describe how Horace Danby planned his work?

Ans. Horace Danby studied the house ai Shotover Grange for two weeks. He studied its rooms, its electric
wiring, its paths and its garden. He was sure that the family was in London. The two servants had gone to
the movies and they would not come back before four hours. He came out from behind the garden wall and

entered the house.

Q4. Who is the real culprit in the story, the young lady in red or Horace Danby? Comment.

Ans. Law of any land works on evidence. Horace Danby opened the safe without wearing his gloves. He
didn’t think it necessary to wear them as he thought he was working for ‘the lady of the house’. So the police
matched his fingerprints and he was arrested. The lady in the red was actually the real culprit. She made
Horace open the safe for her. She was also a thief and decamped with the jewels. But in the eyes of the law,

Horace was the real culprit because the evidence was against him.

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS (100-150 Words)
1. Horace Danby represents such people who adopt the wrong ways to fulfill their wishes. What values

would you like such people to imbibe to reform themselves?



Ans. Horace Danby was a successful businessman. He was about fifty year’s respectable citizen but had a
habit that led him to do robberies. Danby loved rare, expensive books and to get them he used to rob a safe
every year. Every year he planned carefully just to get what he wanted. Danby adopted wrong ways to fulfill
his wishes and hence, later got trapped in a plot by a thief like him. People should imbibe good values. They
should learn that hard work is the only key to success One should work hard to fulfill his desires. I think such
people should imbibe the values of honesty, responsibility, hard work, dedication, self-confidence in order to

reform themselves.

2. Horace Danby was a respectable man but he could not be called loyal. What do you think could be the
reasons for leading a respectable man like him on the path of thievery? Did he feel lack of sense of
freedom? Was it not in his nature to accept the differences among people regarding their social status?
Discuss the values he should have possessed.

Ans. Horace Danby’s habits were not typical of a thief. He was fond of books was a respectable man but his
passion for books lead him to thievery. He used to steal only once. In a year so, he was never stealing more
than his needs. He stole only to buy rare books; he loved rare and expensive books. Moreover, Danby used to
rob only rich people. It was his nature. To accept the differences among people regarding their social status.
He was aware that people with high socio-background can help him to fulfill his desire. He found such

people easy to rob.

3. Horace promised the young lady that he would follow the path of honesty if she would not hand him over
to the police but he could not keep his promise for more than days. Did he lack reconciliation? Was it not in
his nature to keep his promise? Did he lack the courage to fulfill his needs through an honest living? Discuss
the values he needed to imbibe.

Ans. The lady manipulated the whole situation as well as Horace and very skillfully got the jewels without
even touching anything. She talked high things like protecting the society from culprits like Horace. Horace
promised her that he would follow the path of honesty. He helped her in getting the jewels by breaking the
safe without wearing gloves. But after two days, police caught him for stealing the jewels. He could not
convince them that he had not taken the jewels and had helped the owner’s wife. The condition provoked
him to break his promise. Although he honestly felt that he would not rob any more he could not do so as he

had no other choice left.

4. Horace stated that he robbed only those who had a lot of money. Was he really a threat to the society? Did
he lack the qualities of a good citizen? Discuss the values he needs to imbibe to lead a path of righteousness.



Ans. I don’t think Horace was a threat to the society. He never threatened anyone and rather stole for a very
good reason. He used to rob a safe every year to pursue his hobby of getting rare and expensive books to
read. He was not a professional thief. Moreover, he never harmed anyone. He was considered a good and
honest citizen by everyone. He was about fifty years old and unmarried. He had all the qualities of a good
citizen. He was not a criminal or a typical thief. He did so only to  fulfill his need. He was an honest and
good man. He believed in the lady’s story and gave away all the jewels to her. If he had been a criminal, he

would have killed the lady or would have never handed the jewels to her.

UNSOLVED QUESTIONS:

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS (30-40 Words):

1. What advice did the lady give Horace regarding his hay fever? Was she really interested in his
health?

2. Did the young lady expect Horace to be caught after the theft?
What precautions did Horace make before reaching the safe? Name three of them.

4, Describe Horace Danby’s encounter with the young lady.

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS (100-150 Words)
Q1. How did the lady in red turn out to be much smarter and cleverer than Horace Danby? How did one thief
outwit and outmaneuver the other?

Q2. Horace Danby requested the lady to forget what she saw. Was Horace afraid of being caught? Did he

lack the courage to accept his crime publicly? Explain the values one must imbibe to accept one’s mistake.

Q3.” Horace had some hope because she seemed to be amused at meeting him.” Why did Horace feel so?
Did he consider the young lady compassionate towards him? Did he find her free from biases?
Discuss the values Horace should have imbibe understanding of the person. What were Horace Danby’s

plans for his latest robbery?



