


English-11 PROSE

My Struggle for an Education
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EXERCISE
Explanation
Explain with reference to the context the following:
1. Asthey me day and night.

Reference to context: These lines are taken from the essay "My Struggle for an Education'. The writer
'Booker T. Washington' is a Negro educator and reformer.
On hearing about the Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute in Virginia from the two miners,
Booker decided to go to that school. In these lines he tells how the description of the school facinated
him.
Explanation: As the two miners described the school, it appeared to be the greatest and attractive place
to the author. Even the school appeared to be more attractive place than the Heaven to him, at that time.
He decided to go to the Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute in Virginia one day. Although he had
no idea about its location but his ambition to reach Hampton made him work day and night.
Comment: The passage has an idiom 'set on fire' . It means to make someone passionate to achieve
something.

2. Inthefall itall.
Reference to context: These lines are taken from the essay "My Struggle for an Education'. The writer
'Booker T. Washington' is a Negro educator and reformer.
Booker decided to go to Hampton, in the fall of 1872 but his mother was very worried. He had very little
money but his brother John helped him. Finally, he started his journey to Hampton after saying goodbye
to his mother.
Explanation: In the autumn season of 1872, Booker made an effort to go there but his mother was
against his decision. She had a serious fear that he was searching for an unobtainable thing but half-
heartedly she gave him permission to go and start his journey. He had little money but his brother John
helped him. Finally the day of his departure came. He had a small cheap satchal that has few things that
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he could get to carry with him. His mother was so sick that he hardly hoped to see her again. And this
made their parting more sad. But Booker's mother was a courageous lady so she did not came in the way
ofhis son's ambition and bid him farewell.
Comments: The passage has an idiom 'a wild-goose chase'. It means a foolish search for something
non-existent and unobtainable.

3. Thadnever streets.
Reference to context: These lines are taken from the essay 'My Struggle for an Education'. The writer
'Booker T. Washington' is a Negro educator and reformer. Booker, reached a large city Richmond and
was completely out of money. He neither have any relative and friend nor money so this made him more
miserable.
Explanation: The author reached a very large city Richmond. He was new to the city and did not know
anyone so this made him more miserable. Moreover, he had no money left so he had no place for lodging.
Therefore, he decided to walk on the streets.

4. Imusthave feet over my head.
Reference to context: These lines are taken from the essay 'My Struggle for an Education'. The writer
'Booker T. Washington' is a Negro educator and reformer. Booker, walked on the streets after midnight.
He was feeling tired, hungry and weak. Then, he saw a broad sidewalk which was sufficiently raised
above the ground and the slept under it.
Explanation: The author walked on the streets after midnight and was feeling tired, hungry and weak.
Finally he saw a broad sidewalk which was raised above the ground. He waited for few minutes so that
no passers by could see him crawling under the sidewalk. He laid there for the night and made his bag of
clothes his pillow. He could not have a sound sleep because he can clearly hear the sound of footsteps of
the passengers walking on the sidewalk, the whole night.

5. Thenext morning ever eaten.
Reference to context: These lines are taken from the essay 'My Struggle for an Education'. The writer
'Booker T. Washington' is a Negro educator and reformer.
The author felt refreshed and hungry after waking up next morning. In order to get money for food he
worked in a ship.
Explanation: After waking up the author felt hungry. Therefore, he looked his surroundings for a job.
He saw a large ship from which a cargo of pig iron was being unloaded. So, he asked the captain of the
ship for a job. Finally, the captain allowed him to unload the vessel and get money for food. He worked
there for along time in order to earn money to have food.

6. When new life.
Reference to context: These lines are taken from the lesson 'My Struggle for an Education'. The
writer 'Booker T. Washington' is a Negro educator and reformer.
The author started his journey to Hampton, when he had saved enough money. The first sight of the
school made him forget all the miseries and hardship he faced to reach there.
Explanation: When the author had saved enough money to reach Hampton, he thanked the captain and
bid farewell. He reached Hampton with an extra money of fifty cents from which he can begin his
education. The first sight of the large, three-storey brick school building made him forget all the pain
which he faced to reach there. The sight of the college give him a beginning of a new life as he reached his
goal and he can make a better future by studying in that school.

7. Assoonas was in me.
Reference to context: These lines are taken from the essay 'My Struggle for an Education'. The writer
'Booker T. Washington' is a Negro educator and reformer.
The author meet the head teacher for allotment to a class. But the teacher neither refused nor admitted
him as a student.
Explanation: As the author reached the grounds of the Hampton school, he immediately went to the head
teacher for his allotment to a class. But he did not made a favourable impression upon the teacher because
of his improper looks and clothing. The author could see the doubts in her mind about his admission as a
student but she did not refused him. The author continued to stay near to her and impress her so that he
could get admission. He saw the other students taking admission and this worried him. He felt that if he
could get the admission or chance to prove his worth, he can surely do better than the other students.

8. Iswept institution.
Reference to context: These lines are taken from the essay 'My Struggle for an Education'. The writer
'Booker T. Washington' is a Negro educator and reformer.
The author swept the recitation room and cleaned everything thoroughly. Finally the head teacher
inspected the room and allotted him a class.
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Explanation: The author swept the recitation room three times and then dusted it four times. He cleaned
all the woodwork around the walls, every bench, table and desk. He cleaned every corner and closet
properly. After cleaning thoroughly, he reported to the head teacher. The head teacher was a Yankee
woman who inspected the floor and closets. She inspected the woodwork around the wall and over the
table and benches through her handkerchief. When she was unable to find a single bit of dirt she told him
that he can enter the institution.

9. Iwasoneof one I ever passed.
Reference to context: These lines are taken from the essay "My Struggle for an Education'. The writer
'Booker T. Washington' is a Negro educator and reformer.
After being passed in the test of cleaning the recitation room, the author was very happy. He felt that he
was the happiest person on the earth.
Explanation: The head teacher saw that Booker had cleaned the room thoroughly. She decided to admit
him to the school. He was glad to hear it. He felt that he was one of the happiest man in the world.
Cleaning that room was a very important test for him. It was like an examination in the college. He
passed many more examinations after that. But no other examination gave him so much joy and
excitement. So he regards it as the best of all the examinations of his life.

Comprehension
Read the following passages and answer the questions given below them:
1. Imusthave over my head.

Questions with their answers:
(i) Whatdid the author search for till late in the night?
Ans: The author was searching for some proper place to take rest at night.
(i) What quality of character of the author stands out in the passage?
Ans: The author is courageous and determined because despite of feeling hungry and tired he did not
loose hope.
(iii) How do you know that the author could not sleep peacefully in the night?
Ans: The author could not sleep peacefully in night because he could clearly hear the tramp of feet
passing over his head as he was sleeping under sidewalk.
(iv) Whydo you think the author tried not to be seen by anyone while going to sleep?
Ans: The author tried not to be seen by anyone while going to sleep because he was feeling ashamed and
hesitated. He also thought that nobody will disturb him if he crept under sidewalk quietly.
2. Thenext ever eaten.
Questions with their answers:
(i) Howdid the author feel like when he got up next morning?
Ans: The next morning the author felt refreshed but at the same time he was extremely hungry.
(ii) Why did the author go to the vessel?
Ans: The author went to the vessel in order to get job for earn money for food.
(iii) Whatkind of man was the captain?
Ans: The captain was a kind hearted man.
(iv) Why does the author call the breakfast as the best breakfast of his life?
Ans: The author worked long and hard enough to earn money to have breakfast. Therefore, he called the
breakfast as the best breakfast of his life as it was earned by hard labour.
3. Whenlhad new life.
Questions with their answers:
(i) When did the author thank the captain?
Ans: When the author had saved enough money to reach Hampton then he thanked the captain for
offering him job.
(i) Whatrewarded the author for all he had undergone?
Ans: The first sight of the large, three-storey brick school building fascinated the author and he felt
rewarded for all the suffering through which he had undergone to reach there.
(iii) What was the amount of money with which the author reached Hampton?
Ans: The author reached Hampton with an extra amount of fifty cents.
(iv) Whatgave a new life to the author?
Ans: The first sight of the school building fascinated the author. It seemed to him as a reward of his hard
labour and a beginning of'a new life.
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4.

5.

Assoon as in me.
Questions with their answers:
(i) Whatdid the author do to present himself for assignment to a class?

Ans: Theauthor presented himselfas soon as possible for assignment to a class.

(i) Why did the author could not make a favourable impression upon the head teacher?

Ans: The author could not make a favourable impression upon the head teacher because of his untidy

looks.
(iii) Why did the author continue to linger about the head teacher?

Ans: Theauthor continued to linger about the head teacher because neither she enrolled him to a class nor

she refused.
(iv) Whatadded greatly to the discomfort of the author?

Ans: The author saw that the head teacher was enrolling other students to the class, this added greatly to

his discomfort.
Iswept the recitation .........ccceeueeueeuncenee. this institution.
Questions with their answers:
(i) Whydo you think the author dusted the room after sweeping it?

Ans: The author dusted the room four times after sweeping it because he did not want the head teacher to

find a single bit of dirt anywhere inside the room. As his future depended upon the impression he
made upon the teacher in cleaning the room.
(ii) Whatdo you understand by the expression 'woodwork around the walls'?

Ans: Benches, tables, desks and almirah all the things made of wood refer to the woodwork.

(iii) How did the head teacher ensure the cleanliness of the room?

Ans: Thehead teacher took her handkerchief and rubbed it on the woodwork about the walls and over the

table and benches for ensuring the cleanliness of the room.
(iv) What qualities do you think were needed for admission to the institution?

Ans: Sincerity, hard working and obedient were the qualities needed for the admission to the institution.

Short Answer Type Questions

Answer the following questions in not more than 30 words each:

1.
Ans:

2.
Ans:

3.
Ans:

4.
Ans:

5.
Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

9.
Ans:

How and when did Booker T. Washington reach Richmond?

Booker reached to Richmond by walking and begging or hitchhiking in wagons and in cars. He reached
to Richmond after a number of days when he started his journey.

How did the author carry out the work assigned to him?

The author carried out his work with proper dedication. He swept the recitation room three times and
dusted it four times. He moved every piece of furniture to clean itand also cleaned every closet and corner.
Where was the school for the coloured people situated and what was its full name?

The school for the coloured people was situated somewhere in Virginia. Its full name was Hampton
Normal and Agricultural Institute.

What inspired Washington to go to Hampton Institute?

The talk between the two miners inspired Washington to go to the Hampton Institute. As they kept on
describing the school it appeared to Washington as the best place on earth.

What exactly was his college examination and why?

His college examination was cleaning the recitation room properly. The head teacher neither allotted
him to a class nor did she refused him. Later, she asked him to sweep the recitation room, cleaning the
room was his examination.

'Never did I received an order with more delight'. Which order Booker T. Washington is referring to?
The head teacher asked Booker to sweep the room and as it was his only chance to get the admission in
the college so he received the order delightfully.

What did Booker T. Washington do to save money?

Booker continued to sleep under the sidewalk to save money because after buying the food he could not
save much for his journey to Hampton.

What message do you get from the lesson 'My Struggle for an Education'?

The message that we get from the lesson is that we should always be focused towards our aim. We
should be firm and determined, no matter what the situation is. We should always remember", Hard
work leads to success".

How did the teacher test the suitability of Booker to admit him as a student?

The teacher asked Booker to clean the room. When he had cleaned the room, she inspected the
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10.

Ans:

cleanliness of the room with her handkerchief and when she found not a single bit of dust, she admitted
him as a student.

How can you say that the author of the lesson 'My Struggle for an Education' is a man of
perseverance?

The author is a man of perseverance because he continued to work hard as a labour to reach his
destination and then he lingered about the head teacher for admission. He did not loose hope at any point
ofhis journey. He swept the room delightfully as it gave a chance to him to show what was in him.

Long Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions in not more than 150 words each:

1.
Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

What impression does the essay "My struggle for an Education' leave upon you?

Introduction: Washington's essay 'My Struggle for an Education" is full of valuable messages for us. It
isasource of inspiration.

Ambition for education: The first thing that we learn is that we should have ambition to obtain
knowledge. We should make every possible effort to achieve it like that of the writer. We should not be
discouraged by our poverty.

Determination: We should realise the importance of determination. We should never lose courage.
Washington was not discouraged even when he was tired and hungry. He had no money, his mother was
broken in health and the head teacher did not admit him. He faced every difficulty with determination
and succeeded. He kept patience and worked with all his strength to achieve his ambition.

No work is mean: The most important message we get is that every work is noble. We should do
everything whole-heartedly. When Washington had no money in Richmond he worked as a labourer on a
ship. His work was satisfactory and the captain allowed him to work everyday. At Institute, he swept and
cleaned the room gladly. He did it so thoroughly that the head teacher agreed to admit him.

Thus, it shows 'hard work is the key to success". We should always focus on our goal no matter what the
situation is.

Describe how Booker T. Washington struggled with various difficulties to reach Hampton?
Introduction: Booker T. Washington was determined to get education at Hampton Normal and
Agricultural Institute in Virginia. He had to struggle with many difficulties to reach Hampton.

Financial difficulties: He had very little money. With this small amount it was very difficult to buy
clothes and to pay travelling expenses. His brother John helped him. But that was not enough. Hence he
put the few articles of clothing which he could get in a small cheap satchel.

Psycho-pressure due to illness of his mother: His mother was very ill when he left for Hampton. He
hardly expected to see her again. So their parting was very sad.

Difficulties in journey: Hampton was about five hundred miles away from Malden. By walking,
begging rides both wagons and in the cars, he reached the city of Richmond after a number of days. He
reached there in the night. He had not a single acquaintance in Richmond. He was tired and hungry. He
passed the night under the sidewalk. Next morning, he was extremely hungry. He saw a ship. He worked
there to unload a cargo of pig iron to get money for food. He continued working there at a very nominal
wages. After buying food there was not much left to pay his way to Hampton. He continued to sleep
under the sidewalk.

Conclusion: Hampton was still eighty-two miles away from Richmond. Therefore he continued hard
working for money. When he had saved enough money, he started for Hampton. In this way facing the
difficulties he could reach his destination.

Narrate in your own words how Booker T. Washington secured admission to the Hampton Institute?
Hampton Institute: Booker T. Washington had to struggle hard for getting education in his boyhood
days. One day he heard about the Hampton Institute. It attracted him most. So he had a strong desire to go
there. He started for Hampton. He faced great difficulties during his journey. At last he reached Hampton.
The author before the head teacher: He was very happy to see the Institute building. After reaching
the grounds of the Hampton Institute, he presented himself before the head teacher for admission. As he
had made a long journey to Hampton he was tired, hungry and dirty. So, he could not make a favourable
impression upon her. He kept lingering about her. After some hours she asked him to sweep the
recitation room.

His sincere work for admission: He thought it was the best chance for him to show his worthiness. He
knew that his admission depended on it. So, he carried out her orders gladly. He swept the room three
times and dusted it four times. He thoroughly cleaned the furniture and every closet and corner. Then he
reported to the head teacher. She inspected the floor and the closets. She took her handkerchief and
rubbed it on the woodwork against the walls and over the table and benches. She did not find dirt or a
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particle of dust anywhere. She was satisfied and told him that she would admit him. Thus it was through
the sweeping of that room sincerely that he got admitted to the Hampton Institute.

It clearly shows that we should be focused toward our aim. Therefore, it is rightly said that, "Where there
isawill thereisaway".

Multiple Choice Questions

Choose the most suitable option:

1.
2.

3.

10.

I1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Iwasoneofthe......ccccooeveeencnne. souls on earth.

(a) saddest (b) biggest (c) highest (d) happiest
I'was on fire constantly withone........... and that was to go to Hampton.

(a) wish (b) desire (c) ambition (d) motive
Iwasfilled with .........ccocceeneee at the thought of'it.

(a) excitement (b) incitement (c) appointment (d) scent
Take thebroomand............ it.

(a) sweep (b) brush (c)scrub (d)clean

I found myself somewhat...............c...... but I was extremely hungry.

(a)tired (b) refreshed (c) sleepy (d) pleased
Ireached Hampton, with a surplus of exactly.............. cents with which to begin my education.
(a) forty (b) fifty (c) twenty (d) sixty
The..coovvenene. recitation room needs sweeping.

(a) good looking (b) attractive (c)dirty (d) adjoining
The ..o ofthat room was my college examination.

(a) cleaning (b) dusting (c) sweeping (d) rubbing
Lo expected to see her again, and thus our parting was all the more sad.
(a)never (b) hardly (c) scarcely (d) seldom
My work pleased the captain so well that he told me I could ..................... working for the small amount
per day.

(a) continue (b) stop (c)deny (d) like
Finallythe .....c.coovvveveirnenn, day came, and I started for Hampton.

(a) mentioned (b) great (c) final (d) stated
The mother at that time was rather weak and brokenin...................

(a) spirit (b) heart (c) health (d)mind

The ..o, from Malden to Hampton is about five hundred miles.

(a)area (b) distance (c) unity (d) difference
The author had notasingle.................... in the city of Richmond.

(a) friend (b) acquaintance (c) guardian (d) enemy

I continued working on this vessel...............

(a) for many days (b) for anumber of days (c) for much time (d) foralongtime
Itoccurred tomeatoncethat................... was my chance.

(a)never (b)ever (c) here (d)it

I have the feeling that in a large measure my future depended upon the impression I made upon the
teacherinthe................... oftheroom.

(a) washing (b) cleaning (c) dusting (d) sweeping

The school or college wasmore.................. than the little coloured school in the town.

(a) precious (b) pretentious (c) pernicious (d) pious

I continued tO .....ccccoevveveieierennen. about her and to impress her in all the ways I could with my
worthiness.

(a)linger (b) cling (c)dodge (d) shout

Inthefall of 1872, T .ccvivvieiicieiiieeeeeiee, to make an effort to get there.

(a) planned (b) determined (c¢)decided (d) made up my mind
I must have walked the streets till after....................... .

(a) midday (b) midnight (c) late evening (d) early morning
The next morning I found myself somewhat refreshed, but I was extremely ......... .

(a) hungry (b) excited (c) thirsty (d) emotional

When I was through,I..................... to the head teacher.

(a) reported (b) went (c)said (d)came
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Language Skills

1. Match the words under column 'A' with their synonyms under column 'B'.

'Al 'B'
pretentious — showy
grave — serious
atany rate — anyhow
acquaintance — familiarity
exhaustion — extreme weakness
tramp — the sound of walking
somewhat — alittle
undergone — suffered
worthiness — merit
2. Read the following words and use them in your own sentences:
atany rate — At any rate he wanted to win the competition.
to give new life — The minor escape from the accident gave him a new life.
wild-goose chase — The hunter was angry because he was sent out on a wild-goose chase.
agreatdeal — Shakespeare wrote a great deal of his work in lovely verse.
inalarge measure — The economy of a country is based in a large measure on farming.

3. Fillin the blanks with the given words:
tolinger about; resolved; wild-goose chase; allthe more
(1) Iresolved atonce to go to that school at Hampton.
(i) My mother was troubled with a grave fear that [ was starting out on a wild goose chase.
(iii) Thardly expected to see her again, and thus our parting was all the more sad.
(iv) Icontinued tolinger about her, and to impress her in all the ways I could with my worthiness.
4. Write the antonyms of the following words:

pretentious — natural/unaffected
consent — forbid

elevated — lowly/base
somewhat — hugely
economize — spend

5. Given below are the detailed meanings of the words you have read in chapter search and correct
word against each meaning:

(i) the meeting point of two lines or surfaces moving towards each other adjoining
(i1) anareaofland or water through which explosive mines have been placed coal mine
(ii1) acraft fortravelling on water ship
(iv) any inorganic substance formed in the earth coal
(v) the master of amerchant vessel captain.

2 Forgetting
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EXERCISE
Explanation
Explain with reference to the context the following:
1. Alist and murderers.

Reference to context: These lines are taken from the lesson '"Forgetting''. The writer of this essay is
Robert Lynd, a great modern essayist.
Once a list of articles lost by railway passengers was published in London. Many people were astonished
by the forgetfulness of their fellows.
Explanation: In these lines, the writer tells us that once a list of articles lost by railway passengers has
been published at great London station. Seeing the list many people were astonished at the forgetfulness
of their fellows. He says that if written records of data about the things which travellers forget in train
compartment were available than it would be common to find that forgetfulness is common in the
travellers. The author wonders that it is on the success of human society rather than on its failure. He
further says that modern man/people remembers long telephone numbers, addresses, date of old articles,
appointment for lunch or dinner, names of actor, actresses, cricketers footballers and murderers.

2. Certain forget to take.
Reference to context: These lines are taken from the lesson '"Forgetting''. The writer of this essay is
Robert Lynd, a great modern essayist.
The author points out clearly forgetting in some matters. Forgetting may be due to carelessness,
indifference and being busy in some matters.
Explanation: In these lines, the author says that some psychologists say that it is due to the antipathy to
pills and potions. The author does not agree to this theory outright. Giving his example he says that he is
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alife-long devotee of medicines. He wishes to have them at the regular time. But it often happens that the
medicine in his pocket and he wishes to have it, yet he forgets it most unwillingly.
The author draws a very solid conclusion that chemists earn lots of money out of those medicines which
so many people forget to take. As they forget to take medicine, they take more time to cure. The more
time they take, the more medicines they have to buy from chemists.

3. Thecommonest aboutit.
Reference to context: These lines are taken from the lesson ""Forgetting''. The writer of this essay is
Robert Lynd, a great modern essayist.
The author says that memory works less than usual in some matters. People forget to post the letters at
proper time. The author himselfis forgetful of posting letters.
Explanation: The author thinks that the most common form of forgetfulness takes places in the matter
of posting letters. This type of forgetfulness is so common that the author is always unwilling to give an
important letter to post to a person who has come to visit him. He has very little confidence in the
memory of the visitor. And if he has to give the letter to him to post, he puts him on his oath to post the
letter.
The writer further says that if anyone asks him to post a letter is a poor judge of character because even if
he puts the letter in his hand, he forgets to post it even when he passes from the first pillar box. He puts the
letter in his pocket and totally forget to post it.

4. Afterthat remember to write.
Reference to context: These lines are taken from the lesson ""Forgetting''. The writer of this essay is
Robert Lynd, a great modern essayist.
The author says that when he forgets to post other's letter than he had to face many embarrassing
questions and the forgetfulness might be thought as a result of lack of interest in other people things.
Explanation: In these lines, the author tells his condition when he forget to post other's letter. He says
the life become tame, quiet and he had to face embarrassment because he forget to post the letter. He is
asked many questions and he had to take out the letter from his pocket. He says, it might be thought
because of the lack of interest in other peoples work or letters but it cannot be the explanation as he
himself forgets to post some of the letters that he himself remember to write.

5. Asforleaving achieved this?
Reference to context: These lines are taken from the lesson ""Forgetting''. The writer of this essay is
Robert Lynd, a great modern essayist.
The author explains that he does not forgot things except books and walking-sticks. So, he is not a
offender in forgetting things.
Explanation: In these lines the author says that he does not forget things in trains and taxis mostly so he
is not guilt in these matters. He can remember almost anything except books and walking-sticks. He can
remember books many times but he feels quite impossible to remember about the walking-sticks. He
like to buy walking-sticks as his taste is old fashioned for them so he buy them frequently but whenever
he goes to visits his friends house or travel by train than he forgets about the stick and looses it. He does
not carry an umbrella with him because of the fear of loosing it mostly. He asks "Does the person who
holds his umbrella tightly has never forgotten his umbrella?"

6. Fewofus their errors.
Reference to context: These lines are taken from the lesson ""Forgetting''. The writer of this essay is
Robert Lynd, a great modern essayist.
The author tells that some persons have lost many things because of forgetfulness. These persons often
forget to take their luggage while getting down form the train. The author says that young mostly
forgotten their things rather than the adults.
Explanation: The author says that there are some persons who forget to take their luggage while
descending form the train. Usually the ordinary travellers reach to their homes safe without forgetting
anything in the train. But the example mentioned in the beginning of the essay occurs mostly with the
young travellers. In the opinion of the author sportsmen have also worse memory than an earnest minded
person. Many footballs and cricket bats were forgotten by there sportman. It may be because the
sportman who is returning after playing the game, have their imagination still filled with the perception
ofthe game. In his mind he is recalling the mistakes he had made while playing.

7. Fortherest.....vrercereneneee Utopia.
Reference to context: These lines are taken from the lesson ""Forgetting''. The writer of this essay is
Robert Lynd, a great modern essayist.
The author is telling about the sportsmen and anglers who forget things.
Explanation: In these lines the author is telling that the sportsman keeps on recalling the mistakes which
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he made while playing, therefore for the rest of the day he is a citizen of dreamland. The same happens
with the angler, who forgets his fishing-rod. It is said that the anglers are mostly lost in their
imaginations. An angler is lost in his imagination so he forgets about the fishing-rod.

8. The questions their art.
Reference to context: These lines are taken from the lesson ""Forgetting''. The writer of this essay is
Robert Lynd, a great modern essayist.
Here, the author says the topic of having a good memory is always a matter of discussion. Men with
intelligent minds are also liable to commit mistakes. They may have sometimes tried to claim their
superiority in intelligence but the author refuses to accept their claims.
Explanation: The author says that the topic of 'having a good memory has always been a topic of
discussion and men with weak memory have tried to prove them superior. Those men who claim
superiority but forward the argument that a person who has a very good memory like a machine is barely
a man of first grade intelligence. In the opinion of author this argument is wrong. They submit the
examples of so many cases of children or men. In the opinion of author these children or men possessed
very good memory but they had no intelligence at all. But according to the opinion of author great
authors and music composers may be of good memory and intelligent also.
The author says that among the poets and stock-brokers in his knowledge, the poets have a better
memory because it is the one of the main part or half substance of their art.

9. Atthesame him alesson.
Reference to context: These lines are taken from the lesson ""Forgetting''. The writer of this essay is
Robert Lynd, a great modern essayist.
The author tells about a person with strange memory.
Explanation: In these lines, the author tells that if a person lacks in ordinarily memory, everyone so
think him as a strange person. He says that he had heard about a father who take out his baby in
perambulator and to take a break, he moves into a pub for a glass of beer leaving the baby in
perambulator outside. After few minutes his wife passed through the pub as she was going for shopping.
As she saw her baby outside the pub, sleeping in perambulator, she was horrified. She was very angry at
her husbands's behaviour and decided to teach him a lesson.

10. Shewheeled great modern city.

Reference to context: These lines are taken from the lesson ""Forgetting''. The writer of this essay is
Robert Lynd, a great modern essayist.
In these lines the author shows and points out a father's carelessness. A father took his baby in a pram. He
entered into a public house for a glass of beer and leaves the baby at the door of public house alone. He
came out through the door of the saloon bar and forgot the child. A little later, his wife went past the bar.
She discovered her sleeping baby in the pram. Angry at her husband's behaviour, she decided to teach
him a lesson.
Explanation: His wife imagined how her husband would feel frightened when he came out of the bar
and saw the child missing. She brought the pram with the child home. She thought that her husband
would inform her that the child had been stolen. His face would be white and his lips would be trembling.
She would enjoy his state angrily. But the reality was otherwise. Her husband returned home. He had no
worry of the child. He was cheerful and smiling. He asked affectionately his wife what she had prepared
for lunch that day. Such was the forgetfulness of the father that he had completely forgotten about his
child. The author asks a question that how many men below or except the philosopher are such absent
minded. The author thinks that most of us are born with ordinary efficient memories. And if it was not
like this than the family could not survive in modern society.

Comprehension
Read the following passages and answer the questions given below them:
1. Certain forget to take.

Questions with their answer:
(i) Why do we forget things according to certain psychologists?
Ans: According to certain psychologists we forget things because we wish to forget them.
(i) Why do people often forget to take medicines at the appointed hours?
Ans: People forget to take medicines at the appointed hours because they have great dislike for
medicines.
(iii) What delights the author most?
Ans: Theintroduction of a new medicine delights the author most.
(iv) How do the chemists make their fortunes?
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Ans: The chemists make their fortune out of the medicines, people forget to take.
2. Thecommonest have posted it.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Does the author believe a departing visitor to post an important letter?

Ans: The author does not believe a departing visitor to post an important letter. He does not rely on his

memory.
(i) When does the commonest form of forgetfulness occur?
Ans: The commonest form of forgetfulness occurs in the matter of posting letters.
(iii) Whatis the weakness of the author posting a letter?

Ans: The weakness of the author about posting a letter is that he forgets to post a letter. He remember it
when he has past the letter box.

(iv) Doesthe author post aletter at the firstletter box?

Ans: The author does not post a letter at the first letter box. When he has past the first letter box, he
remembers that he ought to have posted it.

3. Asfor even achieved this?
Questions with their answer:
(i) Whatdoes he often prefer to buy?
Ans: He often prefers to buy walking-sticks.
(ii) Whatis the author forgetful of?

Ans: Theauthor is most forgetful of books and walking-sticks.

(iii) Whatis the most common weakness described in the passage?

Ans: The mostcommon weakness described in the passage is carrying an umbrella.

(iv) Whatis he most afraid of carrying?
Ans: Heismostafraid of carrying umbrellas because he fears to lose it.
4. Hislossof above such things.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Whyis hisloss of memory really a tribute?

Ans: When a fisherman thinks about his day's sport of fishing, he has an intense feeling of enjoyment.
Thus, his loss of memory is really a tribute to that intensity of his enjoyment.

(ii) How does the author justify fisherman's forgetting the fishing-rod and the poet's to post a
letter?

Ans: The author justifies fisherman's forgetting the fishing rod and the poet's to post a letter by telling
that their minds are filled with much more impressive matter.

(iii) What do you mean by the sentence ""Who would have trusted Socrates or Coleridge to post a
letter?

Ans: The sentence "Who would have trusted Socrates or Coleridge to post a letter?" means that their
minds are filled with so glorious matter that they cannot remember things of average quality such as
posting a letter.

(iv) Whatdoes the word 'mediocre’ stand for?
Ans: The word 'mediocre' stands for the things of average quality.
5. Aman,they say of the truth.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Why has the memory of statesman been compared with a sieve?

Ans: The statesmen have bad memories. They forget things easily. They cannot retain the facts and

figures correctly as a sieve cannot retain any substance.
(ii) Isittruethatperfect memory means greatintelligence?
Ans: No,aman with perfect memory has no intellect to speak of.
(iii) Who have better memories — the poets or the stock-brokers?
Ans: The poets have better memories than the stock-brokers.
(iv) How will you define an ideal statesman?
Ans: Anideal statesman is a person who has the genius of memory and of intellect combined.
6. On theother hand, of intellect combined.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Whatway does the author suggest to test the memory of the statesmen?
Ans: To testthe memory of the statesmen, ask them what happened at a particular Cabinet meeting.
(ii) Whateach statesman will say about the story told by other statesman?
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7.

Ans: Each statesman will say about the story told by other statesman to be incorrect.

(iii) Whatdoyou understand by the expression 'an audacious perverter of truth' used in the passage?

Ans: The expression 'an audacious perverter of truth' means 'that man is impudent, he changes truth into

falsehood'.
(iv) Why are the facts in the autobiographies and speeches of statesman frequently challenged?

Ans: The facts in the autobiographies and speeches of statesman are frequently challenged because they

donot have good memories.
I'had heard her sleeping baby.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Where did the father go leaving the baby alone in the perambulator?

Ans: Leaving the baby alone in the perambulator the father went into a public house for a glass of beer.

(ii) Describe the story of the father, the baby and the perambulator in brief.

Ans: One sunny morning a father took the baby out in a perambulator and left it with the baby lying in it

outside a public-house.
(iii) When did the wife see her baby?

Ans: When the wife went for some shopping, she saw her baby in the perambulator outside the public house.

(iv) 'Why was the wife full of horror?

Ans: The wife was full of horror because she discovered her baby alone in the perambulator outside the

public-house.

Short Answer Type Questions

Answer the following questions in not more than 30 words each:

1.
Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

5.
Ans:
6.
Ans:

7.
Ans:

Why is the memory of sportsmen worse than that of other ordinary people?

The memory of sportsmen worse than that of other ordinary people because their minds are full of the
play, the playfield, their achievements or their errors. They are separated from their outward
surroundings and so they easily forget their things while leaving the train.

What are the most common things we often forget according to Robert Lynd?

The commonest form of forgetfulness can be seen when railway passengers leave their articles when
they reach their destination. People forget to take medicine at the proper time. Some people forget their
important letters to post.

What do certain psychologists tell us about forgetting?

According to certain psychologist men forget things because they wish to forget. It is possible that
people forget taking medicine due to their dislike for pills and potions.

‘Who do you think is the most absent-minded person on the basis of your study of the essay 'Forgetting'?
On the basis of our study of the essay 'Forgetting', we can say that the father, who took his baby in a
perambulator for walking and forgot to bring it back is the most absent-minded person.

Whatis absent-mindedness?

Absent-mindedness is a kind of virtue by which a man can make the best of his life.

Whois a poor judge of character and why?

A person who entrusts a letter to the author to post is a poor judge of man's character. It is so because the
author always forgets to post a letter. He does not remember to post even his own letters.

Who have bad memories? What way does the author suggest to test their memory?

Statesmen or politicians have bad memories. To test their memory, the author suggests that two politicians
should be asked to try to recall the same event for example at some Cabinet meeting.

Long Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions in not more than 150 words each:

1.
Ans:

How does the author defend the absent-mindedness? Give examples in support of your answer.
Introduction: If statistical records were available on 'forgetting', it would be found that absent-
mindedness is common.

His wonder: He says it is the efficiency rather than the inefficiency of human memory that compels his
wonder.

Forgetfulness is a tribute: He takes the example of the angler who forgets his fishing-rod. His
forgetfulness is really a tribute to the intensity of his enjoyment in thinking his day's sport.
Forgetfulness is a virtue: An angler forgets his fishing-rod as the poet forgets to post a letter. Their minds
are filled with more glorious matter. Absent-mindedness of this kind seems to the author all buta virtue.
Conclusion: The absent-minded man is often a man who is making the best of life. He therefore has no

U.P. Series English-11



Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

time to remember the mediocre. His soul is above such insignificant things as taking medicine, posting
letter and remembering fishing-rod and other things.

What does Robert Lynd say in defence of forgetfulness?

The author, Robert Lynd says that his forgetfulness is not related with forgetting articles in compartment
of trains. He is forgetful in posting letters. Even when he carries the letter in his hand, he remembers to
post the letter when the first letter-box is left behind. Then tired of holding the letter in his hand, he puts
letter in his pocket for safety and forgets all about the letter. Later, he remember to produce the letter
from his pocket when a number of embarrassing questions are asked. Some people may think that author
forgets to post other people's letters due to lack of interest. But the author rejects this argument because
he says that he forgets to post his own letters also.

The author is also forgetful about books and walking-sticks. He says that he can often remember books
but he can never remember walking-sticks. Whenever he pays a visit to his friend's house or goes on a
journey in a train, he forgets his walking-sticks and he has to buy a new one. In the same way, he says that
he dare not carry an umbrella for fear of losing it.

According to Robert Lynd, "It is the efficiency rather than the inefficiency of human memory that
compels my wonder." Discuss the statement with suitable examples.

Introduction: People are born with good memories. Only a few people have dull memories.

Efficiency of human memories: Modern man has efficient memory. He remembers even telephone
numbers. He remembers the addresses of his friends. He remembers the dates of good celebrations. He
remembers appointments for lunch and dinner. His memory is crowded with the names of actors and
actresses. He remembers the names of cricketers and footballers and murderers. He can tell you what the
weather was like in a long past August and the name of the provincial hotel at which he had a vile meal
during the summer.

In his ordinary life modern man remembers almost everything that he is expected to remember. Almost
everybody remembers to do the right thing at the right moment from morning till the sleeping time in the
night. Even an ordinary man seldom forgets to turn off the lights before going upstairs.

Inefficiency of human memory: Forgetfulness is common. In some matters memory works with less
than its usual perfection. The things people generally forget are taking medicine and posting letters.
Some people forget their walking-sticks, umbrellas and books. Sportsmen forget footballs and cricket
bats. Anglers forget their fishing-rods.

Conclusion: These cases are only a few. People work with efficient memories. Hence the statement that
itis the efficiency rather than the inefficiency of human memory that compels my wonder, is justified.
Describe those things which a modern man seldom forgets, according to Robert Lynd.
Introduction: The author is astonished at the absent-mindedness of the people. He is surprised to see the
forgetfulness of these people. He does not feel any sympathy for the people of this type.

Things which are seldom forgotten: It is a fake absent-mindedness of a individual person, who forgets
at a particular movement. Modern man does not forget a telephone number. Even the addresses of the
friends and relatives are kept in the memory properly. Celebrated dates are remembered by a modern
man as well.

Remembering the dates: Thus modern man also remembers the appointments for lunch and dinner. He
has a great list of names in his mind of actors and actresses. He also remembers so many cricketers,
footballers and murderers.

Conclusion: In fact he can tell you the things which were happened in long-past. So, in the ordinary life,
one remembers almost all the things which are expected to be remembered.

Multiple Choice Questions
Choose the most suitable option:

1.
2.

3.

The same may be said, no doubt, ofanglers who forgettheir.....................

(a)nets (b) baskets (c) fishing-rods (d) lunch boxes
Absent-mindedness of thiskind....................... tomeall buta virtue.

(a) seems (b) goes (c) comes (d) vanishes

The ordinary man arrives................. his destination with all his bags and trunks safe.

(a)on (b)to (c)at (d) for
A number of footballs and cricket bats, for instance, were forgotten.

(a) heavy (b) countable (c)respectable (d) considerable
In his ordinary life, again, he remembers almost everything thatheis................. to remember.
(a) expected (b) hoped (c) required (d) supposed
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6. The absent-minded man is often a man who is making......................... oflife and therefore has no time to

remember the mediocre.
(a) the best (b) the worst (c)own (d) himself
7. The commonest form of forgetfulness, I suppose, occurs............. the matter of posting letters.
(a) over (b)in (c)upon (d)on
8. Itistheefficiency rather than the inefficiency that...............cccce.... any wonder.
(a) impels (b) dispels (c) propels (d) compels
9. ALstof .o lost by railway travellers and now on sale a great London station has been
published.
(a)arsenal (b) arteries (c)artillery (d) articles
10. Icanrememberalmostanything...........cc.ccccueuneene. books and walking sticks.
(a) except (b) accept (c)decept (d) precept
11. Ifitwerenotso, the institution of the family couldnot...........cccccooeinencns in any great modern city.
(a)revive (b) survive (c)derive (d) connive
12, T, not to carry an umbrella for fear of losing it.
(a)dare (b) fare (c)care (d) share
13. Asforleavingarticles in trains and in taxis, [amno great ..................... in such matters.
(a) enemy (b) delinquent (c) fool (d) opponent
14. Mostofus,I fear, are born with prosaically ...................... memories.
(a) sufficient (b) efficient (c) little (d)no
15. Indignantat her husband's behaviour, she decided to.................... him alesson.
(a) forget (b) teach (c)read (d) memorise
16.  Certain....c.ccoceevevereneenenne tell us that we forget things because we wish to forget them.
(a) physicians (b) psychologists (c)neurologists (d) homeopaths
17. So common is forgetfulness that [ am always ................... to trust a departing visitor to post a important
letter.
(a) unwilling (b) disinclined (c) reluctant (d) inclined
18. A man, they say, Who 1S @ ....ccecvvvvevineeieenennn. remembering machine is seldom a man of the first
intelligence.
(a) prefect (b) imperfect (c) perfect (d) effect
19. The fishing rod of reality is forgotten as he daydreams over the................ of the fishing rod of Utopia.
(a) feats (b) feasts (c) feet (d) freaks
20. Modern man remembers even ...................... numbers.
(a)book (b) directory (c) telephone (d)road
21. Thereare, it must be admitted, some matters .............cccooeeevveennnn.. which the memory works with less than
its usual perfection.
(a) for (b)in (c)inregard to (d) about
Language skills

1. Write the meanings of the following words in English and also use them in your own sentences:
(i) absent-mindedness: inattentive or forgetful behavior
He was absent-minded in the class of maths, so he achieved less marks.
(i) vintages : era/period/ high- quality
He possess vintage motor cars.
(iii) vile : extremely unpleasant
The vile queen tried to get rid of her stepdaughter.
(iv) methodical: well ordered
Their movement were slow and methodical.
(v) moral giants: people particular about taking things.
The moral giants always do their work before deadline.
(vi) reluctant: unwilling/ hesitant
He was reluctant to choose mathmatics.
(vii) circumstances: situation
Whatever be the circumstances, you should, never loose hope.
(viii) delinquent : lawless
Provision is made for truant and delinquent children.
(ix) mediocre: ordinary
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(x)
(xi)
(xii)
(xiii)

(xiv)

She belongs to a mediocre family.

fallible : error-prone

She was fallible in maths but she never failed in it.
audacious : bold/ daring

Successful people are audacious and not afraid take risks.
perambulator : pram

The mother took the baby out in the perambulator.
public-house : pub or licensed stores to sell alcoholic drink
He went to public-house on every Saturday.

quivering: tremble or shake

Every muscle ofhis face was quivering.

2. Write the synonyms of the following word:

indignant — dissatisfied/ resentful
vile — unpleasant
perfect — ideal
relish — delight/ pleasure
tribute — praise/ accolade
pause — cease/ stop
anticipating — expect/ predict
3. Write the antonyms of the following words:
fallible — infallible
forget — remember
antipathy — affinity/ liking
quivering — steady/ stillness
audacious — timid
4. Read the following homophones and use them in your own sentences to get their meaning:
(i) sale — They told the customer that the house was not for sale.
sell — She earn aliving by selling her drawings.
(ii) weather — I checked the news to find out the weather condition for tomorrow.
whether — I'am doubtful whether she will join us or not.
(iii) expect — Everybody came to the party expect Suman.
accept — They accepted the invitation of her birthday party.
(iv) seem — He seems to be a wise man.
seam — My bags have very strong seam.
(v) prescribe — The doctor prescribed, the medicine to the patient.
proscribe — Mobile phones are proscribed while driving in India.

5. Givenbelow are the detailed meanings of the words you have read in chapter. Search and write the
correct word against each. The first letter of the word is given as a hint:

(1)
(i1)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)

3

persons who study the human mind and its functions, especially those affecting behaviour in a

given context Psychologists
persons who catch fish with hook, baitand arod Anglers
ahand-carriage for children Perambulator
askilled, experienced, and respected political leader Statesman
the science of collecting and analysing numerical data in large quantities Statistical records
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EXERCISE

Explanation
Explain with reference to the context the following:

1.

Among those I punished

Reference to context: These lines are taken from the short story "The Ant and the Grasshopper"
written by William Somerset Maugham.

The author tells, they were taught the stories which have some moral in them.

Explanation: In these lines, the author tells us that among the stories told to him, "The Ant and the
Grasshopper' was a story which taught him that hard-work or labour is rewarded and dizziness is
punished.

Ido not ascribe and common sense.

Reference to context: These lines are taken from the short story '""The Ant and the Grasshopper"
written by William Somerset Maugham.

When the narrator was a little child he had learnt by heart the fable "The Ant and the Grasshopper'. This
story had a strange effect on him. Here, he tells us how he tried to show what he felt.

Explanation: The teaching of the story was the people who work hard to get happiness in life and those
who are very fond of pleasure suffer hardships. But the narrator could never agree to it. He says that it
was not so because he was obstinate and liked bad things.

The narrator says that in his childhood he was not in favour of moral thought. He did not agree with the
view that hard work should be rewarded and idleness must be punished. The story of "The Ant the
Grasshopper'' did not appeal to him. He is saying that in these lines, he express his disapproval by his
common sense and cautiousness.

Icould not out my hand.

Reference to context: These lines are taken from the short story "The Ant and the Grasshopper"
written by William Somerset Maugham.

The narrator was not in favour of moral thought taught to him in the childhood on the basis of the fable of
'The Ant and the Grasshopper'. In the opinion of narrator it is not compulsory that a hardworking person
should be rewarded and an idle man must suffer.

Explanation: The narrator thought about George Ramsay in the context of the famous fable "The Ant
and the Grasshopper'. George Ramsay was his close friend. One day the narrator saw him sitting in a
restaurant. He was taking his lunch there. He was alone there. There was nobody with him in the
restaurant at that time. He appeared to be upset. His mood was not good at that time. He was just like an
embodiment of gloom and disappointment. In his full life the author had never seen any person more
dejected and full of sadness than him. The author was sad for him but he had a doubt that his unfortunate
brother will be the cause problem for him again. He went to help him and held out his hand.

I'suppose every no expostulations.

Reference to context: These lines are taken from the short story "The Ant and the Grasshopper"
written by William Somerset Maugham.

The author says that he thinks there is a disgraceful person in every family. Tom was a disgraceful person
in the respectable Ramsay's family.

Explanation: The authot is telling that he personally thinks that there is a disgraceful person like Tom in
every family. Tom was creating problems for George since twenty years. Tom stated his life ideally. He
started business, married and had two children. The Ramsay's family were considered as a family of
respectable people and therefore there were many reasons to expect that Tom will have a good and
honourable career. But suddenly one day, Tom said that he did not want to work anymore and is totally
unfitted for family life. He said that he wanted to enjoy himselfand was listening to no once complain.
Butoneday.......cceevueeneecnenne money was spent.

Reference to context: These lines are taken from the short story "The Ant and the Grasshopper"
written by William Somerset Maugham.

Tom was a problem for his elder brother George. There were so many troubles due to Tom. Although
initially he began his life in a proper way. He went into business, married and had two children.
Explanation: Tom declared clearly that he would not work now and would not care for his wife and two
children too. He was not in favour to any complaints, when he left his home, he had some money. He
spent two years happily in different capitals of Europe. He spent all his money. Different types of
rumours about him reached to his relatives. So he passed his whole time in eat-drink and be marry and
enjoyment. In this way in a short period he spent all that he had.
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He was charming luxuries.

Reference to context: These lines are taken from the short story "The Ant and the Grasshopper"
written by William Somerset Maugham.

Tom Ramsay's personality was charming. He who came in his contact was attracted towards him, but he
hated to work too much. One day he left his all routine work and his family. Now his aim was only to
enjoy life fully.

Explanation: Tom's personality was too much charming. When his all money was spend in eating, drinking
and merry making he started borrowing money from his friends and relatives. He never cared for right and
wrong. His method of borrowing money was admirable. It was quite impossible to say no to his request of
borrowing money. He regularly borrowed money from his friends. The habit of borrowing money was his
only income. He wasted all the borrowed money. In this way money went out of his hands like water.

He was a most in his debt.

Reference to context: These lines are taken from the short story ""The Ant and the Grasshopper"
written by William Somerset Maugham. The author is describing the attractiveness in Tom's
personality.

Explanation: The author is telling that Tom was the most entertaining person. If anyone did not know
about his worthlessness then they would love his company. He was a joyful, cheerful and mesmerising
person. The author never refused to give him money, which he needed to fulfill his daily needs whenever
the author lent him fifty pounds he thinks that he is under his debt and has to pay Tom's money.

"You're not going to place me."

Reference to context: These lines are taken from the short story "The Ant and the Grasshopper"
written by William Somerset Maugham.

George was upset when he came to know that his brother Tom's deed of marrying to an aged woman, he
blazed into anger and talked with the author.

Explanation: George Ramsay was a hard-working, modest and honourable person and he stuck to his
ideas whole life. The author was well acquainted with the nature of George Ramsay. The author says that
he led such type of life as God wished and he has never adjusted with his high ideals and way of living.
He was fully satisfied with his posts and positions and is fully secured. He had always fulfilled his duties,
no matter whatever were the situations.

I could not help asovereign.

Reference to context: These lines are taken from the short story "The Ant and the Grasshopper"
written by William Somerset Maugham.

Here, the author wants to explain why George was so upset and troubled. Tom blackmailed his elder
brother George many times. Then he married to an old lady of the age of his mother for the sake of her
wealth. Soon, the old woman died and Tom became rich.

Explanation: When George told the narrator about this incident he burst into laughter. At this George
was surprised. He did not expect that the author should take this incident so lightly. But the narrator
thought that George would never forgive him for this behaviour. George was motionless. The narrator
had no complaint against Tom, because he enjoyed rich dinners with Tom many times. The narrator
further says that for him, Tom was a good man. He, sometimes, borrowed money from him. But he never
gave Tom more than a sovereign i.e. a coin.

Comprehension
Read the following passages and answer the questions given below them:

1.

Among those I go and dance.
Questions with their answer:
(i) What makes the grasshopper sing in summer?

Ans: The grasshopper sings in summer because it is enjoying its leisure.

(i) Whydid the ant work hard in summer?

Ans: The ant worked hard in summer as it is conscious of the hard time of winter.

(iii) What message do you get from the passage?

Ans: We get the message that we should not waste our time in enjoyment but work for future.

(iv) Why do you think the grasshopper was hungry but helpless?

Ans: The grasshopper was hungry but helpless as it went to beg food from the ant in winter.
2.

Isuppose no expostulations.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Whatis the opinion of the author about every family?

Ans: The opinion of the author was that every family has a black sheep i.e. a disgraceful person for the
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3.

4.

family like Tom was for Ramsay's family.
(ii) How did Tom begin his life?

Ans: Tom began his life very decently. He had his business, got married and soon had two children.

(iii) Whattype of people had the Ramsays been?

Ans: TheRamsays were perfectly respectable people.

(iv) Whatdid Tom declare one day?

Ans: One day, Tom declared that he did not like work and was totally unfit for the married life. He wanted

to enjoy himself.
The man Tom month there.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Who was Cronshaw?

Ans: Cronshaw was the man whom Tom had cheated. Although Tom and Cronshaw together planned to

blackmail Tom's brother and both fled to Monte Carlo after getting money from him.
(i) Whatdid it cost George to settle the affair?

Ans: Itcost George a sum of five hundred pounds to settle the affair.

(iii) Which behaviour of Tom sent George into a rage?

Ans: When George heard that Tom and Cronshaw had gone off together to Monte Carlo by cashing the

cheque then this sent George into arage.
(iv) Why was Tom performing the role of a cheat?

Ans: Tom was performing the role of a cheat because he fooled his brother and cashed the cheque and

went to Monte Carlo with Cronshaw for gambling.
Poor George was growing old too.
Questions with their answer:
(i) How old did Georgelook?

Ans: George looked sixty years old.

(ii) How punctual was George in his duty?

Ans: George was very punctual as he had never taken more than a fortnights holiday in the year for a

quarter of a century.
(iii) WhatKkind of father and husband was George?

Ans: George was the best father and a faithful husband.

(iv) What was George's plan after retirement?

Ans: George would shift to a little house in the country. He would cultivate garden and play golfthere.
5.

"You're not going me."
Questions with their answer:
(i) Whathasbeen the George's way of life?

Ans: George's way of life has been hard-working, decent, respectable and straightforward.

(i) Whatdo you understand by the expression, 'a life of industry'?

Ans: Theexpression 'alife of industry’ means that the life of a person should be full of hard work.

(iii) George hopes to retire a contented man. How do you know?

Ans: George Ramsay hopes to retire a contented man as he has been investing money in gilt-edged

securities for use at the time of retirement.
(iv) Whatdo you understand by the term 'Providence'?

Ans: Theterm 'Providence' stands for God.

Short Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions in not more than 30 words each:

1.
Ans:

2.
Ans:

3.
Ans:

4.
Ans:

Whatlesson does one learn from the fable 'The Ant and the Grasshopper'?

From the fable 'The Ant and the Grasshopper' one learns that hardwork is rewarded and laziness is
punished.

How did Tom blackmail his brother George?

Tom started shaking cocktails behind the bar of the restaurant and waiting on the box-seat of a taxi
outside the club of his elder brother George. He adopted these ways to blackmail his brother George.
What news did George Ramsay give to the author about his brother Tom Ramsay?

George told the author that his brother became engaged to a woman old enough to be his mother a few
weeks before and after her death he had got half'a million pounds, a yacht, a house in London and a house
in the country.

People knew that Tom was a worthless fellow. Why did they like him then?

Despite the fact that people knew how worthless Tom was yet people liked him because he was charming
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Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

8.
Ans:

and handsome.

Why did the people around like Tom?

People around like Tom because he has something special in his personality that attracted them. He was
charming as well as handsome.

Why did George Ramsay dislike his brother?

George Ramsay disliked his brother Tom because he was a worthless fellow, hated to work, and spent
money on luxuries. Tom never cared for future and believed in enjoying life on borrowed money.

What did Tom Ramsay do for twenty years?

Tom Ramsay was a source of trouble to his elder brother George for twenty years. He borrowed money
from everyone whom he knew. When Tom was short of money, he started blackmailing his elder brother
George.

What did Tom start doing when his money was spent?

Tom hated work. He was an idle man. So he started borrowing money form his friends when his money
was spent. He regularly borrowed money from his friends and spend it on luxuries.

Long Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions in not more than 150 words:

1.
Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Give a character-sketch of Tom Ramsay.

Introduction: Tom Ramsay was the only brother of George Ramsay. He was only one year younger to
him. He began his life decently. He started his business. He got married and had two children.

His personality: He was a man of incredible charm. Therefore he made friends easily. He was the most
amusing companion. He had high spirits and unfailing gaiety. He always looked as if he had just stepped
out of'abandbox.

An unscrupulous man: There was a sudden change in his mind. He left his business and his family. When
his money was spent, he began to borrow it. He blackmailed his elder brother many a time. He cheated him
for 500 pounds with the help of Cronshaw and left together for Monte Carlo, a gambling resort.
Apleasure-seeking man: For twenty years Tom raced and gambled. He amused himself by making love
to the prettiest girls and danced with them. He ate in the most expensive restaurants.

Practical man: He was a practical man. He became engaged to a very old woman. She died after some
days. She left half a million pounds, a yacht, a house in London and a house in the country for him. He
knew that virtue and justice are not always rewarded. In the end, his idleness won.

Conclusion: Tom, in the fable, is a symbol of the grasshopper who sings, dances and enjoys himself all
the time and gets success in the end without doing any hard work.

Give a character-sketch of George.

Introduction: Geroge Ramsay was a respectable lawyer. All his life he had been hard-working, decent
and straightforward.

As aresponsible person: George had a respectable family life. Even in thought he had never been false
to his wife. To his four daughters he was the good father. He was also affectionate and helpful to his only
brother Tom. Despite all the faults and failings of his younger brother Tom. He repeatedly helped him
with money so that he might make a fresh start in life.

An honest, hard-working man: George worked hard in his office from morning to evening. He never
took more than fifteen days leave in a year. His life was blameless.

A thrifty man with a foresight: George saved a third of his income regularly. He had wisely planned to
retire at fifty-five to a little house in the country. He hoped to have thirty thousand pounds at the age of
fifty. He symbolizes the ant in the fable "The ant and the Grasshopper'.

A simple man: George was a simple man. He could be easily cheated. He often believed his brother's
promised of improvement and gave him sums of money which Tom used to spent on luxuries. He could
not see through the invented story of his brother's going to jail and was practically robbed of five
hundred pounds.

Conclusion: When Tom became richer than his brother, he called it absolutely 'unfair'. In the end he
stands as a man having no faith in natural justice.

Describe the story '""The Ant and the Grasshopper'" in your own words.

Introduction: When the narrator was a very small boy, he was made to learn by heart the fable "The Ant
and the Grasshopper'.

Lesson one learns from the fable: One learns from the fable that hardwork is rewarded and laryness is
punished. The fable shows that the ant worked in summer so she was comfortable in winter. The
grasshopper did not work in summer. He sat on a grass blade in the sun and sang with pleasure so he
suffered in winter. It has been generally seen that one who works is rewarded and one who is lazy, is
punished.
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Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

The narrator view: The story teller does not agree to the lesson of the fable. He has tried to prove
otherwise. He has given the example of two brothers George Ramsay and Tom Ramsay. George Ramsay
represents the ant. He worked hard. Tom Ramsay represents the grasshopper. He did not work, he was
lazy and good for nothing. But he passed his life comfortably and luxuriously while George Ramsay
suffered alotin his life.

Conclusion: The narrator does not agree to the lesson of the fable. Tom became richer than his brother
and the author called it absolutely 'unfair'.

Ilustrate how the lesson 'The Ant and the Grasshopopr' is a disapproval of prudence and
common sense.

The story: The narrator had read the fable about an ant and a grasshopper. It was shown in it that the
person who wastes his time in making merry thoughtlessly suffers like the grasshopper. The author says
that sometimes the opposite is true.

The result: The present story shows it by the example of the Ramsay brothers. Tom Ramsay was the
most careless person. He spent his time and money in enjoying himself. But he did not suffer in the end.
On the other hand he became very rich and comfortable. If Tom had been prudent like his brother George
his life would have been all hard work. His last days would have been comfortable but not luxurious.
George used prudence and common sense while Tom ignored them, but Tom was much better off. So
these two qualities sometimes do not carry much weight.

Compare and contrast the characters of Tom and George.

Introduction: George Ramsay and Tom Ramsay belong to a respectable family. Tom is only one year
younger than George.

Comparison: Both the brothers begin their career honourably. Both are married and have children.
Contrast: There is a remarkable contrast between the two. George is a lawyer. He works hard in his
office till evening. He is decent, respectable and straightforward. He saves one-third part of his income
for his retirement. He is sensible for the fame of the family. He gives money to Tom in order that he make
a fresh start. George is a good husband and a good father.

Tom starts a business. He married and has two children. But suddenly he deserts his wife and business to
enjoy himself. He is an idle, worthless, disolute and dishonourable rogue. He blackmails his elder
brother George for his luxury. Tom is good looking. At the age of 45, he becomes engaged to a woman
old enough to be his mother. She died after a few weeks leaving for Tom everything she had. Half a
million pounds, a yacht, a house in London and a house in the country.

Conclusion: George condemns his brother Tom's actions they are not fair.

What method or methods did Tom Ramsay use to get money from George Ramsay?

Tom Ramsay used the following methods to get money from George Ramsay:

False promise: Tom promised George to make amendment in his life. George therefore gave Tom
considerable sums once or twice in order that he might make a fresh start. But Tom bought a motor car
and some very nice jewellery with the money.

Blackmailing: Tom began shaking cocktails behind the bar of George's favourite restaurant. He began
waiting on the box-seat of taxi outside George's club. Tom said that he could give up these things for the
honour of the family if George gave him two hundred pounds.

Cheating: He designed and intrigue in connivance of Cronshaw who was a vindictive man. He said that
Tom had cheated him. He would take the matter into court. Tom's action was illegal. George feared that
Tom would be prosecuted and convicted. George paid five hundred pounds to settle the affair.

These were Tom's craftiness of getting money from his elder brother George.

Multiple Choice Questions

Choose the most suitable option:

1.
2.
3.

Tom, without a qualm, beganto ................ him.

(a) blackmail (b)advise (c) praise (d) help
Formoney Tom..........ccccveueennen. on his elder brother George.

(a) depended (b) differed (c) denied (d) declared
Tom said that to serve in a bar or to drive a taxi was perfectly decent ..................

(a) entertainment (b) hobby (c) occupation (d) game
Once Tom nearly went to prison, George was terribly ................

(a) happy (b) relaxed (c) upset (d) serious
I'supposeevery familyhasa..........cccceeueneene. .

(a)mad dog (b) white elephant (c) black sheep (d) shining car
| (SRR at once that Tom had been causing trouble again.

(a) looked (b) thought (c) suspected (d) imagined
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7. George was a serious man and insensible tosuch...................

(a) enticements (b) temptations (c) allurements (d) luxury
8. Andyoucan't deny that Tom has been an idle, worthless, dissolute and dishonorable............ .
(a) person (b) scoundrel (c)rogue (d)rascal
9. Ineversaw anyone wear an expression of suchdeep.............
(a) darkness (b) sorrow (c) grief (d) gloom
10. Tomhadbeenasore.......c.ccocererueneennee to him for twenty years.
(a)test (b) trial (c)evidence (d) difficulty
11. Themoney that was amusing to spend was the money you spenton.................
(a) necessities (b) amusements (c) luxuries (d) entertainments
12. Icouldnot.......cccoeneee. thinking of the fable by La Fontaine.
(a) support (b) help (¢c)aid (d) assist
13. Inthefable, theantstandsfor..........cccoevneeenn.
(a) hard work (b) kindness (c) enjoyment (d)idleness
14. TomRamsay knew everyoneand................. knew Tom Ramsay.
(a)nobody (b)all (c) everyone (d)none
15. Ifhewere prosecuted he would assuredly be ..................
(a) evicted (b) effected (c)ejected (d) convicted
16. Tomalwayslooked asifhe had steppedout.....................
(a) of thejail (b)of abandbox (c) of the miseries (d)ahotel
17. PoorGeorge! I.....ccovvrvveviiieiieies with him.
(a)loved (b) spoke (c) sympathized (d) played
18. Hewasinhis office every morning atnine thirty and................ leftit till six.
(a) sometimes (b) always (c)never (d) yesterday
19. Everyfamilyhasa..........c.cccoouenne. sheep.
(a) brown (b) white (c)yellow (d) black
Language Skills
1. Write the synonyms of the following words:
fable — short story
devised — conceive
giddiness — dizziness
perversity — perverseness/ awkwardness
reconcile — reunite/ accept
hilarious — extremely amusing
chuck — leave
vindictive — revengeful
gaiety — cheerfulness/pleasure
providence — fate/ destiny
trifle — unimportant thing
2. Write the antonyms of the following words:
thrift — extravagance
steady — unstable
creditable — deplorable
moral — immoral
convicted — clear
deny — confirm
dishonourable — honourable
vindictive — forgiving
3. Givenbelow are some pairs of words use them in your own sentences to bring out their meanings:
(i) birth — Woman can give birth and grow a child independently.
berth — Atnight, the seats of train pulled together to form the lower berth.
(ii) night — It was a dark night, when they started their journey.
knight — The knight wore an armor made of metal.
(iii) childish — He kicked his legs in a childish tantrum.
childlike — He had a childlike faith in the power of love.
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4. Usethese phrases/expressions in your own sentences:

to bring — This is to bring to your notice that we are organizing a trip to
Shimla.
provided for Hehad alarge family to provide for.

blackmail
to be deficient in
wash one's hand of someone

They blackmailed him for the letter.

They were deficient in courage.

The baby sitter washed her hands of her responsibilities when
the children refused to go to bed.

He promised to bring home his lost dog.

to bring home
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EXERCISE

Explanation
Explain with reference to the context the following:

1.

The old man hollowed—out cheek.

Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the story 'The Kite Maker' written by Ruskin
Bond, a well-known story writer.

The kite maker, Mahmood has become old and he is telling Ali that he has to learn how to fly kite but he
(Mahmood) is too old to teach him.

Explanation: Mahmood laughed when he heard from his grandson that his kite is stucked in the banyan
tree. Mahmood told, him that he should learn how to fly a kite but he can't teach him as he has become too
old and it is the pity. He told him that he will give him a new kite made from bamboo, paper and thin silk.
The kite was laid in the sun for firming. The colour of the kite was pale pink and it has a small green tail.
Mahmood handed the kite to Ali. Ali became very happy and raised on his toes to kiss his grandfather
Mahmood's sunken cheeks.

The old man remained theriver-bank.

Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the story 'The Kite Maker' written by Ruskin
Bond, a well-known story writer.

The author says that people do not like flying kites now.

Explanation: Mahmood dreamt in the sun. His kite shop was no more his possession. It was sold to the
junk dealer, many years ago. But he still make kites for his own amusement and for his grandson.
According to author now—a—days the grown-up-men dislike flying kites. Even the children do not spend
money on kites, they save their pocket money and spend it at the film shows. They like seeing cinema
more than flying kites. Once upon a time there was a vast green ground between the old fort and the river-
bank. People used to gather there to fly kites. But due to the growing population of the city, people have
made houses on it and that ground has disappeared. Now there are no open grounds left in city where
people may gather to fly kites.

Kite—flying underfoot.

Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the story 'The Kite Maker' written by Ruskin
Bond, a well-known story writer.

The author is telling about the old days when kite flying was one of the sport of kings.

Explanation: The author is saying that in old days kite flying was the sport of kings. He remembered the
days when the Nawab with his retinue would come to the river bank to join in his noble pastime of kite
flying. He further says that there was time to spend an idle hour in flying the kite. But now-a-days people
have no time, they are in hurry and because of this they loose or hurt many delicate things like kites and
crush them under their feet. The author want to say that now-a-days people do not have time to spent with
their loved ones. They do not spend quality time with their family and loved ones and they keep on
running to achieve their aim. But in their run to achieve their aim, they miss or hurt many delicate and
important things i.e. family and friends in their life.

Mahmood manage it.

Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the story 'The Kite Maker' written by Ruskin
Bond, a well-known story writer.

In these lines the author describes the qualities of dragon kite made by Mahmood. It was actually a
wonderful kite.

Explanation: The author is saying that Mahmood, the kite-maker was a well-known person throughout the
city in his young age. Some of his kites were sold for three or four rupees. Once Mahmood made a very
wonderful kite at the special request of Nawab. It consisted of a series of small and light paper discs and they
were trailing on a thin bamboo frame. He tied a grass twig to the balance of each disc. The foremost disc was
slightly convex and Mahmood painted a fantastic face on it and there were two eyes of mirrors on it. The
discs was decreasing in size from head to tail and the dragon kite was looking like a crawling serpent. Great
skills were required to raise that heavy kite from the ground and it was made possible by Mahmood.
Everyone had creature.

Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the story 'The Kite Maker' written by Ruskin
Bond, a well-known story writer.

In these lines the author is describing the popularity of Mahmood's dragon kite.

Explanation: Here, the author is describing the popularity of dragon kite. When everyone had heard
about the dragon kite, they were eager to see it. There was a rumor that the kite possessed supernatural
powers. A large crowd gathered on the maidan to watch the first launching of the kite in presence of
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Nawab. At the first attempt, the kite did not rise up and the disc in the kite made a protesting sound. The
mirrors reflected the sun rays and the kite looked like a wild and big creature.

6. And then the veena.
Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the story 'The Kite Maker' written by
Ruskin Bond, a well-known story writer.
The author is describing how the kite was lost in the sky.
Explanation: In these lines the author is telling that when the dragon kite was flying high in the sky than
suddenly an incident occured. The twine of the kite broke suddenly and the kite moved up in the sky
toward the sun till it was lost in the sky. Afterward, Mahmood became astonished and wondered that he
had made a too large and living-like thing. Mahmood never made another large kite like the one he had
made but he made a musical kite which he gifted to the Nawab. The kite made the sound of the veena.

7. Bothwere fierce sun.
Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the story 'The Kite Maker' written by Ruskin
Bond, a well-known story writer.
When Mahmood grew old, things changed remarkably. Life became so busy and materialistic that
people had no time to show any interest and attention to old Mahmood and the ancient banyan tree. Both
were regarded ofno importance now. They were neglected by all.
Explanation: Here the author points out the apathy of people towards the banyan tree. The people now
became so busy. They lived a life of much hurry and worry. They had no time to assemble under the
ancient banyan tree to talk about their problems and programmes. The tree was ignored by everyone.
Occasionally someone came to sit in its shade to get relief from the scorching heat of a summer day.

8. Thereis lastleaves.
Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the story 'The Kite Maker' written by Ruskin
Bond, a well-known story writer.
In this passage the author said that Ali was like a young tree. Here he compares men with trees. Both trees
and men have the same qualities.
Explanation: Trees and men are similar in many ways. They have some common qualities. If they are
given proper food and water, are not hurt or cut down and are allowed to live peacefully, they grow up
rapidly. When they are young, they are bright and cheerful. When they begin to grow old, they bend a
little. Their branches and hands and feet become stiff and weak. They spread them in the sun. In the end
all their youth and brightness are gone, they bend a little and with a sign, shed their last leaves.

9. Mahmood was.........cceeerueeueene of youth.
Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the story 'The Kite Maker' written by Ruskin
Bond, a well-known story writer.
The author said that trees are like men. In these lines he compares Mahmood to the Banyan tree and the
compares little Ali to the mimosa plant.
Explanation: There was a very old banyan tree in the street. Mahmood was a very old man. He was like
the banyan. The roots of the old banyan were twisted. Mahmood's hands also were twisted and rough
like those roots. In one corner of their courtyard they had planted a young mimosa. Ali was a small boy.
He was like the mimosa. The mimosa and Ali were still very young and fragile. Grown-up people and
trees are strong and have self-confidence. The mimosa and Ali, both would have these qualities in two
years. They would too get stronger.

10. Thevoices steed.
Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the story 'The Kite Maker' written by Ruskin
Bond, a well-known story writer.
The author is describing the feelings of Mahmood. He is comparing the large beautiful kite with the great
white bird of Hindus.
Explanation: In these lines the author is describing the feeling of Mahmood. The voices in the street
grew slower and Mahmood thought he was falling asleep and was ready to see a dream of a beautiful,
powerful kite which he oftenly see. He compares the large beautiful and powerful kite with the great
white bird and the God vishnu steed ‘Garuda’.
11. Ali his pocket.

Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the story 'The Kite Maker' written by Ruskin
Bond, a well-known story writer.
Ali asks a question to his grandfather but his grandfather did not reply anything so he to him.
Explanation: Ali was at his courtyard door and was asking his grandfather that had his mother returned
from the market. Mahmood did not answer his question so Ali went near him asking the same question
about his mother. When he came just beside his grandfather he saw that sunlight was slanting across his
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grandfather head and a small white butterfly was sitting on his waving beard. His grandfather was silent,
even when Ali put his small hands on his shoulder, he did not gave any response. Ali heard a weak sound
like the rubbing of marbles in his pocket.

12. Suddenly the blue sky.
Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the story 'The Kite Maker' written by Ruskin
Bond, a well-known story writer.
These lines shows Ali's reaction when his grandfather did not give any response. The author compares
life with akite in the last lines.
Explanation: When Ali's grandfather did not answer his question he put his hand on his grandfather's
shoulder. A faint sound like rubbing of marbles in his pocket made by afraid. Suddenly, he turned and
moved out and ran down the street shouting for his mother to inform about his grandfather situation.
Suddenly, a gust of wind came and lifted the torn kite which was in the banyan tree, up in the sky. The
wind carried it far above the busy and sweating city into the deep blue sky. The author wants to tell us that
how Mahmood left the busy and fast life of the city and his soul became free like a kite which flew in the
wide open sky without any restriction, leaving everything behind.

Comprehension
Read the following passages and answer the questions given below them:
1. Theold manremained..........cceceueenee. to the river—bank.

Questions with their answer:
(i) How had the old man lost his shop?
Ans: Theold mansold his shop to a junk dealer. So he lost his shop.
(ii) Why did he continue making kites?
Ans He continued making kites for his own enjoyment and for his grandson Ali.
(iii) Why did people not buy kites those days?
Ans People did not buy kites because adults disdained them and children preferred to spend their money
atthe movies.
(iv) Where had the city spread?
Ans: The city had spread from the old fort walls to the river-bank.
2. Kiteflying trampled underfoot.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Whatwas thought about the kite-flying during the days of Mahmood?
Ans: Thekite-flying was the sport of kings during the days of Mahmood. It was the thought of people.
(ii) Why do you think kite flying has been called a noble pastime?
Ans: Alarge number of people gathered at the bank of river for kite-flying. In kite-flying the Nawab also
took part with his attendants. In this way it was a noble pastime.
(iii) How did people spend their idle hours in those days?
Ans: Thepeople used to spend their idle hours with kite-flying.
(iv) Whatdelicate things have been trampled underfoot in the modern busy days?
Ans: Itiskite that has been fully forgotten in modern busy days by the people.
3. Attherequest could manage it.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Whydid Mahmood once make a very special kind of kite?
Ans: Ontherequest of Nawab, Mahmood made a very special kind ofkite.
(i) What materials did he use in making the kite?
Ans: The material used in making the kite were series of small light paper discs, thin bamboo frame,
spring of grass and mirrors for making eyes.
(iii) What made the kite to look like a crawling serpent?
Ans: Thediscs, decreasing in size from head to tail, made the kite look like a crawling serpent.
(iv) Why does the author call the kite a cumbersome device?
Ans: The author called the kite a cumbersome device because it was made from special material and it
requires great skill to raise it from the ground.
4. Everyonehad creature.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Whatfeat of Mahmood was the talk of the town?
Ans: Mahmood's making of the dragon kite was the talk of the town.
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(ii) Whatpossessed the supernatural powers?

Ans: Thepeople thought that the dragon kite possessed supernatural powers but it was not so.

(iii) Whydid alarge crowd assemble on the maidan?

Ans: The people assembled on the field to watch the dragon kite fly for the first time.

(iv) Didthe 'dragon-kite' soar into the sky in the first attempt? Why?

Ans: Thedragonkite did not soar into the sky in the first attempt because it was very heavy.

5.

Thereis a of youth.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Whatare the affinities between the trees and the men as pointed out by the author?

Ans: Theman and the tree both grow with the same pace, if they are not hurt or starved or cut down.

(i) Whathave Mahmood and Alibeen compared to?

Ans: Mahmood has been compared to the old banyan tree. Ali has been compared to the young mimosa

plant.
(iii) How do the trees behave in the sun?

Ans: They stretch their brittle limbs in the sun and with a sign, shed their last leaves.

(iv) Whatdo you understand by the words, resplendent creatures'?

Ans: Resplendent creatures means shining objects.

Short Answer Type Questions
Answer of the following questions in not more than 30 words each:

1

Ans:

2.

Ans:

3.

Ans:

4.

Ans:

5.

Ans:

6.

Ans:

7.

Ans:

Who was Mahmood? Why was he popular throughout the city?

Mahmood was a kite maker. Mahmood's art of making kites had given him popularity throughout the city.
How did Alilose his kite?

Ali'skite got stuck in the banyan tree and thus he lost it.

What did the old man say when he heard that Ali had lost his kite?

When the old man heared that Ali had lost his kite he said that Ali should learn how to fly kite but he can't
teach Alias heistoo old.

Why did many people not buy kites?

Many people did not buy kites because they had to work hard for earning for their daily needs. So they
had no time for kite flying.

Describe the special features of the kite Mahmood had once made at the request of the Nawab.

At the request of the Nawab, Mahmood had made a very different type of kite. It consisted of a series of
small, very light paper discs trailing on a thin bamboo frame. To the extremity of each disc he tied a sprig
of grass for balance.

What happened exactly to the dragon kite?

In the end the dragon kite pulled fiercely on the twine. It could not be handled. It became free when the
twine snapped. So it vanished into the sky.

Why did no one visit Mahmood now when he was old and his life was coming to an end?

No one visited Mahmood, when his life was coming to end because all his old friends were dead and his
sons were grown up.

Long Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions in not more than 150 words each:

1.

Ans:

Describe the special features of a dragon kite that Mahmood made for the Nawab. How did it
disappear forever?

Mahmood was a popular kite maker in the city. Once at the request of the Nawab, he prepared a special
kite. The name of this special kite was 'Dragon Kite'. The special kite was made of a series of small and
very light paper discs trailing on a thin bamboo frame. To the top of the kite he had tied the piece of grass
for balance. He had also made a beautiful face with two eyes on it. The eyes looked like mirrors. The
discs decreased in size from head to tail. He gave it such a shape as it appeared just as a crawling snake.
But its characteristics was that it required a great skill and trick to fly into the sky and only Mahmood
knew the trick to raise it from the ground. In the end the dragon kite pulled fiercely on the twine. It could
not be handled. It became free when the twine snapped. So it vanished into the sky.

Consider yourself present at the river—side when the Nawab came to take part in kite-flying and
describe the scene all over the maidan.
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Ans:

Ans:

Introduction: At the request of the Nawab, Mahmood once made a very special kind ofkite. It appeared
like a crawling serpent ans was called the 'Dragon Kite'. There was a great crowd on the maidan to see the
dragon kite flying. I was also there to witness it.

The crowd: There were old persons young small children. Everyone was talking about the dragon kite.
Some persons were looking at the sky.

The kite: Mahmood came with the dragon kite. His sons carried the reel. Everyone turned to look at the
kite. Mahmood was surrounded by the people. They began to praise the kite. Some said that it had
supernatural powers. All of us wanted to see it fly.

Arrival of the Nawab: Then the Nawab came. There were ten or twelve persons behind him. Everyone
made room for the Nawab. He reached the place where Mahmood was standing. Mahmood bowed very
low before the Nawab. The Nawab shook his head a little. Mahmood began the attempt to fly the dragon
kite.

Conclusion: The scene was fascinating for me, which thrilled my body and mind for long.

Why was Mahmood well-known throughout the city in the prime of his life?

In the prime of his life Mahmood was well-known for making kites. Some of his kites were sold for three
or rupees. He once made a special kite for the Nawab. The kite was like a crawling serpent, therefore it
was called the 'Dragon Kite'. The children used to buy kites from Mahmood. Everyone had time to spend
inkite flying. Great battles were fought in flying kites.

When Mahmood had fallen sick, everyone in the neighbourhood had come to ask after his health. Now,
when his days were drawing to a close, no one visited him. Most of his old friends were dead.

Multiple Choice Questions

Choose the most suitable option:

1.

2.

3.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

No longer did people gather under the banyantreeto ............... their problems and their plans.

(a) discuss (b)argue (c)solve (d) sortout

It was good that his son worked close by, and he and his daughter-in-law could live in...........

(a) Nawab's house (b) their own house (c) Mahmood's house (d)arented house
The discs, decreasing in size from head to tail, gave the kite the appearance ofa crawling .............. .
(a) monkey (b) serpent (c)ant (d) worm

Those Were more .........cceceeveveveereennennnans days.

(a) comfortable (b) pleasant (c)leisurely (d) pleasing

The old manremained...........ccccceceenenne inthe sun.

(a) drinking (b) dressing (c) drifting (d) dreaming
Moreover, there were few open...................... left for flying kites.

(a) spaces (b) regions (c)rivers (d) valleys

Kite- flying was thenthe................ ofkings.

(a) game (b) pastime (c) hobby (d) sport

Inthose days there was time to spend an......................... hour with a gay, dancing strip of paper.

(a) busy (b) inept (c) cheerful (d)idle

Suddenly afraid, Ali turned and moved to the door, and then ran down the street .................. his mother.
(a) speaking about (b) shouting for (¢) telling for (d) calling
Thetwing......ccoevevvvevennenen. the kite leapt away towards the sun.

(a) cracked (b) smashed (c) snapped (d) lapsed
Mahmood had been well known throughout the city inthe ................ ofhis life.

(a) early (b) late (c) prime (d)old

Intwo years both he and the tree would acquire the strength and............. that are characteristics of youth.
(a) power (b) confidence (c) satisfaction (d) prosperity
Theboyhearda..........ccooveneennen. sound, like the rubbing of marbles in his pocket.

(a)dim (b) faint (c)slow (d) high

When he was younger, and had fallen sick, everyone in the neighbourhood had come to ask after his .......
(a) health (b) wealth (c) well-being (d) treatment
Thereisagreat........ccoocvvveevveeienennnns between trees and men.

(a) popularity (b) affinity (c) serenity (d) brevity
Everyone in the neighbourhood had cometo ................... his health.

(a)asfor (b) ask after (c)askof (d) ask about
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17.

18.

19.

20.

Lan
1.

Mahmood.......ccccocereriennene awonderful kite.
(a) made (b) manufactured (c) prepared (d) constructed
A large crowd .......cccceeeee. on the maidan to watch its first public launching in the presence of the
Nawab.
(a) grouped (b) collected (c)stood (d) assembled
Thereisa greataffinity .........ccccoeevreennnne. trees and men.
(a)in (b)into (c)among (d) between
Mahmood waslikea....................... ,his hands gnarled and twisted like the roots of the ancient tree.
(a) banyan (b) peepal (c)mango (d)sal
guage Skills
Match the words under column 'A' with their synonyms under column 'B':
VA' VB'
clad — clothed
chuckled — laughed quietly
trampled — crushed
assembled — gathered
budge — move
twine — string
gladdened — pleased
affinity — equality
resplendent — very bright
gust — flurry
Write the antonyms of the following words:
deserted — crowded
clad — uncover
delight — displeasure
devil — angel
supernatural — normal
Read the following words and use them in your own sentences:
dreamily — She stared dreamily in the sky.
chuckled — Hellifted his brows and gave a warm chuckle.
grown-up — All the grown up of the colony decided to throw a party for the orphans.
agooddeal of — She spent a good deal of time on making the project.
wriggling — The only sign of life left in the dog was wriggling of its tail.
afterwards — Afterwards [ went to my home to take rest.
descendants — He was a descendant of Gandhiji, the great freedom fighter.
well nourished — He has a strong and well-nourished dog.
A banyan tree had grown out of an abandoned mosques. Mosque is a place of workship for the
Muslims. Given below are some other places of worship used by different communities.
Complete the following sentence by filling in the named of the appropriate community:
(i) Templeisaplace of worship for the Hindus.
(i1) Gurudwarais aplace of worship for the Sikhs.
(iii) Churchisaplace of worship for the Christian.
(iv) Fire Templeisaplace of worship for the Zoroastrians.
(v) Synagogueisaplace of worship for the Jewish.

5 The Variety and Unity of India

=AY UI6 @I faed] wureceor

T =k fafir=ran sgermar €; =1 T ot §; 98 S0 R @ € fe@r 21 ot @ 3R g ot 38 @ el
?1 7 faf=ran wfifess aRgea qen Qe € $o gl el 9 el § g 21 o gfte 3 qfveme & TeH
1R G <fequ1 o Affiet H aIgd w9 GHAA &1 SR! SIS STl (%) Ueh T €, Fefd 3 F9 9 o

U.P. Series English-11



Toh W Bl HWehd §-91 =gl 3T SAH{d, WU o S91e qe HH 9 9 e @ = 2 ufies e i ved 9
& He T 1 9AE © 3R HIER % THE € 98l % e Qfd-Rarst fEHrer % 59 R % <9 i A e 2
TSI o AR T YA TR T & Frooleh T o THM & 37 Fel SR % 81 g¢ o I8 W 9 =kl Sat
& T BT ¢ A g7 afrel R T w9 9 fTEE I €1 97 seeEsee o1 e @ i 3 demedt sew S
TS B STHMITE off o oo qeF IRaad ¥ S W F| WA qH 9 ST Sl S STEME qen He
ST & T H e e o, S o SATEA 9 Tl St &Y Y alg o i S o 3k sed o e
TeTheA e B fawg o ) e1garedt oft| T & QU Fe2ral & qed ol § A Uk o7 3 o8 o7el off Tt 31k
T3l % e WUSE ¢ AN 9 &9 I qeifyren % forera favafemier % raei qrg s € S <1 gSR Y qeet
ot il it = S R o R WR R § e ufvren o fafrs i 9 famnfear 6 et sear o %
IREH - B TR ST I (ohall T o 39 A Hid il I01 §Y F T8 96 Heh SNl 37 &30 & Al
foenfa &1 g o

TS R et <1 o 9 feora wii & SereRoT §; SR Sl dl g1 gatad (ki o wen ¥ € el oo B 5
Tealeh 370319 faferee 101 & fereg S wel 3 30 oft @ifiren Rl 1 ST €1 €9 8 S@eRt qre 81 5 ¢ foh forg
ST, YN, T SR g it o ferenel Ssia we 3 Sehei a6l qeh ST forereroT it sl =g T
; o1 oft AS-sgd o & U1 A A ST € SR S Aol weRiet o1 Ao | gar werdl 8 iR R oft 3
Toft ol H A T w9 Y SH U forrEa S e o T IO 1 SO gU AR © €1 39 e & we
%o o= a1 Taeiet ae & S TeF-Hed IR Sfeq & 9fa <reifes e & gehe €1d & Wi < S sifa sreiE
g ff T H Tk GER A1, Uk GEHT 37 Uk Fezrdm of fSem T ardi o o feam facsh game e @ 3t
T A 3T LRI I ANfad I T q91 38 H faei € mu) faeeasnt gt 3 g € Ao e @ee &
TG 1 ST T eIt 3 e 9 € fRdht 7 fohe TR 1 Tehdl 1 T R % A&k § GHME @ €1 9%
Tehdl STeX H A TS IR IS g St el Wreh 7 oft, SR 7 & At ae o1 fash favardi sty o 9% e
Torg fereh Tt 1S org ot 3R g & ¥ forvand oI Afq-faret it Taffos fagga eeiierar s@m St <t ot
31X ek el <1 Teier R foma 1T o & Sreanfea «ff feman )

T T o & oft, =1 oE R € e F S gan 2, B A1 9 A9 Tae 39 o T ¢1 39 o R
TifeTsh ehdl deh T fe@e St @ ST SRt ol forelt o1 Ui ot &/ ot St ©, =iy o <) feheerd ol &
g G &5 &fio7 €1 S € A TR - firet S € ST S faehre T T I ek TS YRR i Uk
I A I AR ST BN B| T q9 HeehTel ¥, Sk U o1 foraR fererde e o e e s,
eTfeh, ST a1 Hihiaeh awel sl 31 A urw o1 R oft T forem @ o fetfiea sfoema & foreht of e =rd
oft RAETER Rd o et oft o & elrer-siga 3797 =R SIE q@-giasn ST Hdl e, iR fad o= 2o & we
&1 STARfaq qen facsh sTgwa a2l SHe fvem @ 39 <9 | W &l 1 ofsiel e fohan grm 9=
7o &9 W SHep! TEepid 1 G ol 3791 foran 811 S AT IRa & 96 Sca= B4 el & bl Hd & Sid g,
T, U, GEHH 3R 9Rd H e Fgl 99 M, 9 $ difedl § T 9 9 9RdE 59 T S qRadrd 3 9
% Gul =l T A f G gRe % SeNg Ted ARAaTH € 9 @19 376 37 <9 H e aen faewh 7
ST 9, el @ <A ok o o o g @

ST w7al Tl o1 TR iga @fereh farenfara 81 e 8, foeell & Te ool Wl i 31avd € T U
LT o STl © SR & 70 SA=eh Hade) 3 serse o= S2eai o felt Hereral id €1 el ot =t 91 R T
T ST B IR o T B & W1 S &1 Tk, S A1 WA S 3Ll oget 9 F off Teh YRAT GHAH
e Teh A o &9 § & S STl 21

H A1 € foh & welt o wies ¥ ST Arq i 3 fae- T o & o i st <1 e fearergpet won e
et < H R o T & e € 1 oo Sl o e ¥ e €-fasga Aeri 3 fov o f e
BR-BI TMd el 7, 37 HE 3 TR & fawg & f57eh1 § <T@ 701 €, a9 g g F G99 F S 49 F wHo
T o g8 @ﬁﬁm@aﬁ%ﬁ@mﬁﬁa%ﬁwﬁ%mﬁﬁﬁw%ﬁqﬁaﬁhaﬂﬁ%

forega el @R s&d gU U & fova §, 3ve SR e a1 orel Wer &¥ % fore #, wrd % el 3R %
%rq?:rﬁ Fﬁﬁéawﬁwmaﬁ?wﬁmwéaﬁmﬁaﬁ?mw%mwm%%mﬁ RIEEE
Saq H Y Fell U Goht g hYH i fere geidt St o oo 3, R Sient geR shidl g gl 9 1@ Bl §W
AT TE o o o € SR S WA § ST T €, SR gieny #9 ok Su-Swiesfesria 39 % i
U.P. Series English-11



= Foe k1 STen 50 v gy 1 91 21 S e O © SRifeR Raad SwTeR sy 9 ook weeidre
T ek @7 S[HEA T % ehe T Tl @ uferEn & 3ue & qek thell geN B

EXERCISE

Explanation
Explain with reference to the context the following:

1.

The diversity of India of the Himalayas.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'The Variety and Unity of
India' written by Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru.

In the present lines Pt. Nehru says the variety of India can be seen easily everywhere. The people of India
are different in many ways. They are different as caste, creed, clothes etc, but is such type of diversity
there is unity also.

Explanation: The author says that diversity among the people of India is clear. It can easily be seen in
every sphere. They are different in internal and external matters. Their habits are also different. Different
races are recognised from different faces. For example there are no common distinguishing features
between Pathan of the North West India and Tamil living in the far South. Both are different in their
tastes, there clothes, customs and living of standard. Their line of ancestry of their tribe are not the same
though there can be many common important qualities between them. They differ in face, figure, food,
clothing and language. In the North-West frontier Province there is influence of Central Asia and many
custom as in Kashmir reminds of the countries on the other side of Himalayas.

The frontier area developed.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'The Variety and Unity of
India' written by Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru.

In these lines Nehruji is describing the frontier area and how it was famous for studies.

Explanation: The author says that the frontier area was the main centre of old Indian culture and it was
full with the scenes of monuments and monasteries and specially of the great university of Taxila which
was very popular two thousand years ago for attracting students from all over India as well as from
different parts of Asia. Change of religion had made little changes but it could not change the thinking of
those people which they had developed earlier.

The Pathan and the Tamil qualities.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'The Variety and Unity of
India' written by Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru.

The author is talking about the Pathans and Tamils.

Explanation: The author says that the Pathans and Tamils are the two examples of tribes which live on
extreme ends from each other, while the other tribes live in between them. All these tribes have
distinguishing qualities of India. It is interesting to see how the Bangals, the Marathas, the Gujaratis, the
Tamils, the Andhras, the Oriyas, the Assamese, the Canarese, the Malayalis, the Sindhis, the Punjabis,
the Pathans, the Kashmiris, the Rajputs and the central block consisting of Hindustani speaking people,
have kept safe their specific characteristics for hundreds of years and have the same virtues and failings
which old tradition or records tell us and yet they have been keeping the national heritage and the moral
and mental qualities safe.

There was something even encouraged.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'The Variety and Unity of
India’' written by Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru.

Pt. Nehru speaks of the unity in diversity of India. Different people living in the different parts of India
had the same heritage of Indian culture.

Explanation: The author says that the culture of India was living and progressive also. It was not static
but it was dynamic. It expressed itself in the progressive way of life. People of India had philosophic
attitude of life and its problems. Like the ancient Chinese culture ancient Indian culture was completed
in itself in every sphere. It showed in all things. Indian culture has deep influence on the people. When
other races came into India, they had a great influence on Indian culture. But soon these influences were
absorbed by the Indian culture. Disruptive tendencies or problems causing to break in parts gave rise to
an attempt to find a unity. A particular type of dream of unity has been started in the mind of Indians since
the beginning of the civilization. Unity was not developed from outside or by beleiving in external
beliefs. Unity was something which was created internally, deeper within the tolerance of belief and the
custom was practised and every religion and tribe was accepted and encouraged.

Differences more importance.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'The Variety and Unity of
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India' written by Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru.
In these lines Pt. Nehru tells us of the essential unity of India in spite of differences on various levels.
Explanation: The author says that although there is a well-knit national unity in India but there may be
big or small differences in its people also. These differences are bound to be there. In spite of these
differences, there exists an essential unity also in that national group. These are the essential units of the
group. It is possible that the difference between two neighbouring national groups may not be very deep.
They may also mix with one another. This is so because modern progress in the world is producing
sameness everywhere.
In ancient and medieval times, the idea of modern nation did not existed and old fashioned religious,
racial and cultural bonds were given more importance.

6. Today, dominant religion.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'The Variety and Unity of
India' written by Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru.
The author says that in the medieval times people did not know the meaning of nationalism. But they
were united by feudal, racial or cultural ties.
Explanation: The author expresses the view that in the modern period the concept of nationalism has
developed too much more than the medieval time. Today Indians living in different countries of the
world are looked upon as one national group. There may be internal differences between Indian about
religion, but they are called Indians. An Indian Christian is regarded an Indian in any part of the whole
world. An Indian muslim is regarded an Indian even in Muslim countries like Turkey, Arabia and Iran or
any other Muslim country.

7. Allofus, through it.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'The Variety and Unity of
India' written by Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru.
The author says that everyone have different pictures of our native land but when he thinks of India he
thinks of many things.
Explanation: The author says that everyone have different pictures of his/her native land and two
persons can never think the same about it. But when he thinks of India, he think of many things like broad
fields having many small villages, towns and cities which he had visited, the magic of rainy season
which gives life to the dried earth/land and provides greenery everywhere, of great rivers and flowing
water, of the Khyber Pass in all its barren surroundings, of southern tip of India, of people and their mass
or tribal qualities and above all these he thinks of snow capped peaks of Himalayas and the mountain
valley in Kashmir covered with new flowers in spring season with a small stream of bubbling and
gurgling, flowing through it.

8. Wemake heart of Asia.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'The Variety and Unity of
India' written by Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru.
The author says that why he had chosen India over any other sub-tropical country.
Explanation: The author is saying that we make and maintain safely the pictures of our choice, so he had
chosen this mountain background country over the normal hot, sub-tropical country. Both the pictures
are correct for India because it extends from the tropics i.e. hot area to the temperate regions and from the
equator to the cold hearti.e. central part of Asia.

Comprehension
Read the following passage and answer the questions given below them:
1. The Diversity of course, language.

Questions with their answers:
(i) Whatisvery pronounced in India?

Ans: Thediversity of India is very pronounced.

(i) Whatthings make the diversity of India obvious?

Ans: India is a country of diversity where people speak different languages and follow different
religions. Different physical appearances, habits and mental tendencies of people make the
diversity of India.

(iii) Whatwill you look at to explain the diversity of India?

Ans: The diversity can be easily seen in the physical appearance as well as the mental habits of the

Indian people.
(iv) Inwhatrespectdo the Pathan and the Tamil differ?
Ans: ThePathan and the Tamil differ in face and figure, food and clothing and also in language.
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3.

4.

(v) Whatdoes a Pathan have in common with a Tamil?

Ans: Acommon thread of some nationality had tied them together.
2.

In the North-West had developed.
Questions with their answers:
(i) Why was Taxila famous?

Ans: Taxilawas famous for its university.

(ii) Indicate religious groups whichlived in Afghanistan before the advent of Islam?

Ans: The old Turkish and other races inhabited Afghanistan before the Advent of Islam.

(iii) Why even with all difference Pathan people show the impress of India on them?

Ans: Pathan people show the impress of India on them because for thousand of years they share the same

boundaries with India.
(iv) Whatdo you understand from the expression ''the period of the Epics''?

Ans: The meaning of 'the period of the Epics' is when the Ramayana of Valmiki and the Mahabharat

were written.
In ancient a change of faith.
Questions with their answers:
(i) When was the idea of the modern nation non-existent?

Ans: Inancientand medieval period the idea of modern nation was non-existent.

(i) Whatbond bound the people together in ancient and medieval India?

Ans: The cultural bonds of feudal, racial and religious had tied the people together.

(iii) How would an Indian feel in any other country?

Ans: Inany other country of the world an Indian felt as a foreigner or stranger.

(iv) How did the people of non-Indian origin become distinctively Indian?

Ans: Those who belonged to foreign religions but settled in India permanently became Indians in the

course of time.
Today dominant religion.
Questions with their answers:
(i) How canyousay that the concept of nationalism has developed today?

Ans: The concept of nationalism has developed today because Indians in foreign countries inevitably

form anational group in spite of their internal differences.
(ii) Does an Indian Christian become an Englishman in England?

Ans: AnIndian Christian does not become an Englishman in England but remains an Indian.

(iii) Whereis Islam the dominant religion?

Ans: Islamis the dominantreligion in Turkey, Arabia and Iran.

(iv) Which good qualities should you inculcate in your character to be proud of being an Indian?

Ans: We should cultivate the idea of nationalism to be proud of being an Indian.

Short Answer Type Questions
Answer each of the following questions in about 30 words:

1.
Ans:

2.
Ans:

3.
Ans:
4.
Ans:

5.
Ans:

6.
Ans:

What do you understand by 'the variety and unity of India'?

The meaning of 'The Variety and Unity of India' is a land where people of different religions and
languages live but their view towards life and its problem is the same.

What things does Jawaharlal Nehru mention as examples of India's tremendous unity?

The things which Nehruji mentioned as examples of India's tremendous unity by the Pathans of North-
West Frontier area and the Tamils of the far South.

What things make the diversity of India obvious, according to Pt. Nehru?

There are so many diversities in India. People speak different types of languages. They follow different
religions. Physical look, their habits and mental tendencies of the Indian people make the diversity of
Indiaclear.

What was Taxila famous for in ancient India according to Jawaharlal Nehru?

Taxila was a famous city in the frontier border land in ancient India. The famous University of Taxila was
situated in this region. It was a famous centre of education in the ancient times.

Whatis Nehru's view of India? What features of the country appealed to him most?

Nehru's personal views were very strong about united and progressive India. The snow—capped
Himalayas and the beautiful valley of Kashmir appeals him the most.

How do we know that the North-West Frontier area was one of the strongholds of Indian culture?
Ruins of monuments, monasteries and the great University of Taxila are now before us. They tell us
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Ans:

clearly that the North-West Frontier area was one of the are a with stronghold of Indian culture.

Whatis the speciality of Indian culture?

The power of tolerance is the main speciality of the Indian culture. Foreign influences poured in and
influenced the Indian culture but they were absorbed. Different customs were practised. Every variety
was acknowledged and encouraged.

Long Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions in not more than 150 words each:

1.

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

What according to Nehru, proves the tremendous unity of India behind its apparent diversity?
Variety: Pt. Nehru first shows the variety of India. It can be easily seen and understood. It is quite
apparent. It lies on the surface and anybody can see it. Indians differ from one another in physical
appearance and in mental habits and traits. Their racial stocks are not the same. They differ in face,
figure, food, clothing and language. Then the religion of some people was changed. This increased the
diversity in some ways.

Unity: Then he goes to show that there has always been tremendous unity behind this apparent diversity.
Even people following different faiths are one in many ways because change of religion could not
entirely change the mental backgrounds which the people of those areas had developed. All have the
impress of India. Even the followers of different religions who came to India from other countries
became Indian after some time. Now they are looked upon as Indians in other countries. And they feel
more athome in India. This shows that India has both variety and unity.

What things make the diversity of Indian obvious?

According to Jawaharlal Nehru, the diversity of India is great. It is obvious in itself. It lies on its surface
and anybody can see it. It lies in physical appearance as well as in certain mental habits and traits. For
example we see little in common between the Pathan of the North—West and the Tamil in the far South.
They belong to different races. They differ in face and figure. They differ in food and clothing. Their
languages too are different.

The North-West frontier province and Kashmir have many customs which are almost similar to those
countries which lie beyond the Himalayas. Pathan folk dances are clearly like Russian Cossack dances.
The Pathan and the Tamil are the two extreme examples of Indian diversity. Other people also show
distinction from one another. The Bengalis, the Marathas, the Gujaratis, the Andhras, the Oriyas, the
Assamese, the Canarese, the Malyalis, the Sindhis, the Punjabis, the Kashmiris, the Rajputs and the
great central block comprising the Hindustani speaking people, have retained their peculiar
characteristics for hundreds of years. They have still more or less the same virtues and failings.

Whatis the essential unity in diversity of Indian culture?

Introduction: Ancient India, like ancient China, was a world in itself. It was the culture and civilization
which gave shape to all the existing things.

Ancient culture: It has been holding all Indians together throughout these ages. They have the same
national heritage. They have the same set of moral and mental qualities.

Our heritage: There are some factors which are quite living and dynamic about this heritage. It appears
itself in our ways of living . It also reveals itself in our philosophical attitude towards life and the
problems of life.

Tolerance and adaptability of our culture: The Indian culture has survived on account of its power of
tolerance and adaptability. Though the foreign influences paused it from time to time, the Indian culture
retained its basic character. It had the power to assimilate different cultures and Indianize them.

Unity in diversity of Indian culture: Indian culture has spectacular power of synthesis. In the past it has
received, adopted and digested elements of many different cultures.

Conclusion: Thus we can say that there is essential unity in diversity of Indian culture.

What qualities, according to Pandit Nehru, make the Indian culture living and dynamic?
Jawaharlal Nehru says that Indian culture is lively and also dynamic. It is not static. Its dynamic nature is
shown in the way of life. There is philosophical attitude towards life and its problems. It influences all
things in life. There are certain qualities in it which make the Indian culture dynamic.

Indian culture has absorbed all foreign influences. Because of this, it has got a totally new direction. New
foreign influences could not destroy it. Indian culture has combined them with its own things. In this
way it has made a synthesis of the two.

From the beginning of history, there was a dream of unity. This unity is not only external but internal
also. Indian culture has the quality of tolerance. It does not discard other religions, beliefs and customs
but takes them in and makes them its own. Thus we are made to realize that the variety on the surface
only emphasizes the underlying strains of unity which bind the various communities of India together.
And this is the secret of India's greatness.
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Multiple Choice Questions
Choose the most suitable option:

1. Ancient India, like ancient China, was a world in itself, a culture and a civilization which gave ........... to
all things.
(a)sense (b) sensitivity (c)sign (d)shape
2. That wccocerininicen was not conceived as something imposed from outside, a standardization of
externals or even of beliefs.
() unity (b) single (c) benefit (d) unanimously
3. The.nnene ofIndiais tremendous; it is obvious; it lies on the surface and anybody cans.
(a) unity (b) relation (c) diversity (d) position
4. Indiansin foreign countries ...........cc.c....... form a national group.
(a) evidently (b) ably (c) accidently (d) inevitably
5. Pathanpopular dances are singularly like Russian Cossack .................
(a) singing (b) wrestling (c)dancing (d) praying
6. Differences, big or small, can always be noticed even within a ........... group, however closely bound
together it may be.
(a) national (b) international (c)religious (d) social
7. Anlndian Christian is looked uponas............ wherever he may go.
(a) aforeigner (b) a Christian (c)anIndian (d) an American
8. Allofus,suppose, have............. pictures of our native land and no two persons will think exactly alike.
(a) developing (b) slipping (c) fading (d) varying
9. The Pathans and the Tamils are two extreme examples; the other lic ......... inbetween.
(a)no where (b) anywhere (c) somewhere (d) out there
10. Disruptive tendencies gave rise immediately to an attemptto finda............. .
(a) synthesis (b) unity (c) analysis (d) uniformity
11. Somekind of adream of unity has occupied the mind of India since the ............. of civilization.
(a) dawn (b) beginning (c) daybreak (d) birth
12. Thediversity of Indiais..........c.cenu...e.
(a) dynamic (b) tremendous (c)national (d) distinctive
Language Skills
1. Write the synonyms of the following words:
diversity — variety
tremendous — enormous
strands — thread
peculiar — strange
failings — fault
conceived — visualize
intermingle — intermix
conception — idea
2. Write the antonyms of the following words:
foreign — domestic
preserve — abandon/neglect
modern — past
normal — abnormal /unusual
glistening — dull/ lusterless
3. Select one word form those given below for each of the following meanings:

expanse; diversity; heritage; conception; alien; impress; strand; advent; dominant

(i) thatwhichisreceived from the earlier generation. — heritage
(i) stranger or foreigner. — alien
(i) wide and open area. — expanse
(iv) clearly noticeable influences. — impress
(v) threadinapieceof cloth. — strand

U.P. Series English-11



4. Read the following words or phrases and use them in your own sentences:
aswell as —  Trees gives us food as well as life.

fascinating

He painted a very fascinating picture of his motherland India.

dynamic —  Dynamic teachers are capable of being flexible with their lesson plans.
lookupon —  Shyamlook upon Ram as a close friend.

giveriseto —  Herdecisions gaverise to dispute between them.

disruptivetendency —  Their disruptive tendency always disturbs the whole class.

in spite of —  Heenjoyshis jobin spite of low salary.

even though —  Shelisten to him even though no one else does.

hang together —  Theybothare best friend and they hang together in every field.
parched—up —  AsSuman was sick, she became weak and her lips were parched—up.
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EXERCISE

Explanation
Explain with reference to the context the following:

1.

Butall sorts of .........cccceeueeuneunen. they civilized?

Reference to the context: This passage has been taken from the lesson 'A Dialogue on Civilization'
written by C.E.M. Joad.

The author wants to expound civilization by the medium of dialogues with Lucy. Lucy is an imaginary
girl. She presents the reason that if to produce beautiful things like plays, pictures and music is
accounted as civilization, being the producer of such things men like Shakespeare, Raphael etc. will also
be called civilized.

Explanation: Lucy says that the pictures of Caliphs and Princes as presented in the Arabian Nights were
also civilized because they possessed splendid things like grand palaces, satins, beautiful clothes and
many things to eat and drink. Many slaves waited on them. In this way they led a very luxurious life. It
seems to me that they deserve to be called civilized.

Why, this: that.........cccecervunen. toffees and catapults.

Reference to the context: This passage has been taken from the lesson 'A Dialogue on Civilization'
written by C.E.M. Joad.

The author is telling how the big and expensive things in Arabian Nights took to him.

Explanation: The author says why the things that we read about in the Arabian Night like the
magnificent palaces, beautiful clothes, many slaves and other type of things seems to him like the
substitutes for treacle toffees and catapults for grown-ups.

Thatis what civilized. Do you?

Reference to the context: This passage has been taken from the lesson 'A Dialogue on Civilization'
written by C.E.M. Joad.

The author explains the meaning of civilization through a dialogue between himself and a little
imaginary girl Lucy.

Explanation: The author tells us about the eating habits of Romans. Ramans ate lot of food. They spent
their lots of time in eating food. When they felt unable to eat more food they took some medicines for
loose motion so that they could make their stomach empty and they might start eating again. The author
compares the, eating habits of Romans to the pigs. They did not care for what would happen at last.
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4. Falling apples and of being civilized.

Reference to the context: This passage has been taken from the lesson 'A Dialogue on Civilization'
written by C.E.M. Joad.

The author remarks that although shops, machines and cars were not at all beautiful but to some extent
they were the symbols of civilization. All such type of things had come into knowledge by inventions as
James Watt and Newton had done.

Explanation: The author has reasons that new thoughts cause to inventions just like the different
thinking of Newton and James Watt did. They watched the apple falling and the kettle-water boiling and
thought something new. Before then so many people had seen these events but none of them thought as
those two inventors thought. They thought in a fully new way. As the result of such thoughts the theories
of the law of gravitation and steam engine came into man's knowledge. The author is expressing his
unwillingness to the knowledge of such things. But he is sure that thinking new thoughts leads us
towards civilization. New thoughts may not be inventions but such thinking has to do something with

the civilization.

5. Mostpeople who told to think.
Reference to the context: This passage has been taken from the lesson 'A Dialogue on Civilization'
written by C.E.M. Joad.

The author expresses the view that role of free thinking is very important for the development of
civilization. In the absence of free thinking there can be no civilization.

Explanation: In the opinion of author the priests and saints often misguided the people by saying that
the gods will be angry and will punish the free thinkers. The priests had told that it was wicked to think
differently from other people. In this way free thinking was discouraged in the society. Nobody
generally liked a man who tried to think differently from others. The people believed the priests and were
afraid of the gods and so they thought only what they were told to think. In this way free thinking was
looked upon as wicked and discouraged.

6. Look,howbeastly .....ccccceeureruercrnncane can be no civilization.
Reference to the context: This passage has been taken from the lesson 'A Dialogue on Civilization'
written by C.E.M. Joad.

Inventing new things as Newton and James Watt did, is also being civilized. Invention of new things
requires free thinking. But according to author thinking must be free.
Explanation: Prof. Joad says that in school, students behave beastly to new girls who are a bit different
from others, in some way the grown-up people dislike those who try to think differently. Free thinking is
extremely necessary. Free thinking means thinking should be totally different. If we stick this tradition,
we cannot think freely. People are opposed to free thinking. They like conventional thinking. There is
always a great resistance to new thoughts. So it is not very easy to think freely. But free thinking is too
much important. It is necessary for civilization. Without it civilization cannot progress and develop.

7. So,yousee things as well.
Reference to the context: This passage has been taken from the lesson 'A Dialogue on Civilization'
written by C.E.M. Joad.
In this lesson there is a series of some questions and their answers. The author of the lesson explains all
the questions put by little imaginary girl Lucy. These all questions are related with civilization.
Explanation: The author of the lesson C.E.M. Joad draws the attention of Lucy towards the subject of
being good. The author's opinion is this that there should be too much close relation between being good
and civilization. The meaning of 'being good' is to well behave towards your neighbour. It also implies
respecting of the neighbour and obeying all the rules and laws and many other things come under the
meaning of being good. In this way we can say that respecting others and obeying the laws of society are
the best qualities of civilized people.

8. Soshouldl, to go on with.
Reference to the context: This passage has been taken from the lesson 'A Dialogue on Civilization'
written by C.E.M. Joad.

Obeying the laws of the country and rules to the society is the first duty of civilized person. It makes
people good. The meaning of 'being good' is respect the rights of their neighbours and other persons of
the society.

Explanation: The author of the lesson Prof. Joad comes to the conclusion that civilized people should
try to make useful and beautiful things. His utmost duty is to think freely about new things and should try
to obey the rules of the society and laws of the country. The meaning of making beautiful things is an art.
Free thinking about new things gives birth to science and philosophy. The meaning of obeying the rules
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is political justice and morality. But author's claim is, it is not sure that all these things make us civilized,
but he is ready to accept this firmly that these things are fundamental base for progress and civilization.
Without them we cannot march forward in the direction of progress and civilization.

Comprehension
Read the following passages and answer the questions given below them:
1. Well, then,let.......ccccvreeeeeeernneee weren't civilized.

Questions with their answers:
(i) Whatis the character of thing, obtained by money and power, according to the author?
Ans: Things obtained by money and power do not make us civilized.
(ii) Canwebecame civilized by using money and power? If not, why?
Ans: We cannot become civilized by using money and power because civilization is a different thing.
(iii) How do you know that civilization has been eluding us for long? Give reasons for your answer.
Ans: Civilization has been eluding us for long for the following reasons:
(a) Wedidnot getproper education.
(b) Wedidnotinventuseful things.
(c¢) Wedidnotunderstand the value of beautiful things, behaviour and thinking.
(iv) Whydo you think leading a rich life and living will not make us civilized?
Ans: Leading a rich life and living will not make us civilized because civilization is not just being
splendid and grand and living in luxury.
2. Well,lots of people...........ccceuee.... of being civilized.
Questions with their answers:
(i) How did Newton and Watt differ from others?
Ans: Newton discovered the theories of law of gravitation and Watt invented the steam engine.
(ii) How do you think they made people wiser?
Ans: They thought in a new way and the new thoughts leads other people towards civilization. In this
way, people became wiser, with new thoughts and theories.
(iii) Whatis the underlying element that helped them to do their job?
Ans: Theunderlying element that helped them to do their job was developing new thoughts and ideas.
(iv) Who will you call a civilized being?
Ans: The people who develop new thoughts, ideas and implement them are called a civilized being.
3. Mostpeople who can be no civilization.
Questions with their answers:
(i) Whatis the first hurdle to thinking differently and freely?
Ans: The first hurdle to thinking differently is that the people are told that it is wicked to think differently
and God will punish them.
(ii) Howdo priestscare people who try to think differently?
Ans: The priestscare the people who try to think differently by saying that God will punish them.
(iii) How do classmates behave with the new entrant to the class?
Ans: The classmates treat the new entrant beastly at school because they are a bit different from them.
(iv) Whydo you think we can'thave civilization without free thinking?
Ans: Wecan'thave civilization without free thinking because to think freely we need to think differently.
4 Therearelot to civilization.
Questions with their answers:
(i) Whyisleisure important to a person?
Ans: Leisure is important to a person because he needs time to think freely apart his basic needs.
(i) Whatharmis there if a man spends all his time in earning his living?
Ans: A person will never get time to think about new thoughts and ideas. He will never be able to think
freely ifhe spends all his time in earning his living.
(iii) What things are necessary, before a person gets a chance for thinking?
Ans: Security, leisure and society with whom a person can talk are the things necessary before a person
gets a chance for thinking.
(iv) Besides getting food to eat and clothes to wear, what other things are needed for growth of

civilization?
Ans: Security, leisure and society are needed for the growth of civilization beside getting food to eat and
clothes to wear.
5. Soshould they will do to go with.
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Questions with their answers:
(i) What makes one civilized?
Ans: Making beautiful things, thinking freely and thinking new things and following the rules make one
civilized.
(i) Whatis theimportance of keeping rules of the life?
Ans: People could not get on together if there are no rules of the life.
(iii) Where do science and philosophy come from?
Ans: Science and philosophy come from grown-ups.
(iv) What can keep people together?
Ans: Obeying the rules mention for the society can keep the people together.

Short Answer Type Questions

Answer the following questions in not more than 30 words each:

1. Whyshould one treat Shakespeare, Raphael, Beethoven etc. as civilized person?

Ans: We should treat Shakespeare, Raphael, Beethoven etc. as civilized person because they have produced
best plays, beautiful paintings and melodious music. They give us joy. .

2. Why does Joad think that Caliphs and Princes in the Arabian Nights were not civilized?

Ans: According to Prof. Joad Caliphs and Princes in the 'Arabian Nights' were not civilized. The reason is
that the splendid and costly things possessed and enjoyed by them were not things of permanent beauty.

. Whataccording to Joad, are beautiful things?
Ans: Accordingto Prof. Joad only those things are beautiful which are liked and loved by all.
4. Whatare the essential elements of civilization?
Ans: The essential elements of civilization are thinking freely, leisure, security and obeying laws and society.
5. How does Joad describe the life style of Caliphs and Princes in the Arabian Nights? Were they
civilized or not?

Ans: The 'Arabian Nights' is a popular story-book of Arabia. The Princes and Caliphs of the book 'Arabian
Nights' were not civilized because they only enjoyed their lives but they did nothing marvellous thing for
the humanity.

6. Why do people hesitate to think and act differently from others?

Ans: People hesitate to think and act differently from others because they are afraid of priests and gods and do
not like to be criticized for thinking and act differently from others.

7. Whatare the three things necessary for free thinking as described in 'A Dialogue on Civilization'?

Ans: Thethree necessary conditions for free thinking are as follows:

(1) Security is very compulsory. It is the foremost condition for free thinking. People cannot think
freely if fear will be there. Fear makes a man cowardice.
(ii)) The people should have leisure to think freely. If they are busy to earn their living, they cannot get
time to think about new thoughts.
(iii) There should be a social circle of people to speak of their new thoughts.
8. Whataccording to C.E.M. Joad is the proper definition of being civilized?

Ans: According to C.E.M. Joad, true civilization cannot prosper without free thinking, security, leisure,

obeying laws and society.

Long Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions in not more than 150 words each:
1. Whatare the important elements of civilizations?

Ans: Accordingto C.E.M. Joad the essentials of civilization are as follows:
Being civilized is to be something or to do something of which a man can have pride. In this context
Shakespeare, Ranphael and Beethoven were civilized men. These great men did much beautiful work of
which they could be rightly proud of. Shakespeare wrote beautiful plays, Raphael made beautiful
pictures and Beethoven composed beautiful music. To make beautiful things and to like them is indeed,
being civilized. Beautiful things never bore us rather they are liked in all ages.
The second thing which counts as being civilized is thinking new thoughts. Without it no change occurs
and civilization does not happen. For thinking new thoughts it is necessary that people must also think
freely. And for think freely three things are necessary. Firstly, a man must have security. If he is afraid of
being robbed and murdered at any moment, he cannot think about new and unusual things. Secondly, he
must have leisure to think. It means he must have some free time after earning his living. And, Thirdly, he
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Ans:

Ans:

must have society, that is, other people to talk to. These three things are necessary for free thinking and
also for civilization.

Beside making beautiful things and thinking new thought, being good and following the rules are also
necessary for civilization, without it people cannot get together and there can be no civilization.
Civilization is not just being splendid and grand and living in luxury. It consists in making beautiful
things, thinking new things freely and being good.

What, according to C.E.M. Joad, are the requirements of a true civilization?

Wrong idea: First, the writer Joad explains how some people have a wrong idea of civilization. They
think that living luxurious life is being civilized. It is not so. Having too much of what a person likes does
not make him better. So using money and power just to get what a person wants and does what he likes, is
not being civilized. The Caliphs and Princes in the Arabian Nights owned grand places and gorgeous
things. But they were not civilized. Thus, civilization is not just being splendid and grand and living in
luxury.

Beautiful things: There are some other things which make a man civilized. If a person does something
which he can be proud of, he is civilized. Producing beautiful things such as plays, pictures and music is
being civilized. We don't get tired of beautiful things. They last long. They are liked in all ages.

Free thinking: To be civilized one must think new things and think freely. Without free thinking there
can be no civilization. For free thinking we must have security, leisure and society. Moreover we should
obey the laws.

To obey the laws: To be civilized it is very essential to obey the laws. By obeying laws, we shall not
quarrel with anybody. So we can live peacefully and with great pleasure.

Conclusion: Thus 'being civilized' means making beautiful things, thinking freely and thinking new
things, keeping the rules, being good and obeying the laws. These are some of the things that count as
'being civilized'.

What are the necessary conditions for someone to be able to think freely? What are the three
things necessary to free thinking?

Introduction: 4 Dialogue on Civilization, is a moral essay written in the form of dialogue by C.E.M.
Joad. In it, he has described the important points which make us civilized.

Free thinking: According to Joad, if a person spends all his time in earning his daily bread, he would not
have time for free thinking without leisure free thinking is not possible. For free thinking, security is also
very essential, because without security nobody can think about new inventions freely. For free thinking
the author points out the following three points:

To create beautiful things: Producing beautiful things such as plays, pictures and music is being
civilized. Thus, creating beautiful things is an essential part to think freely.

Security: For thinking freely, security is very essential, because people cannot think freely if they live in
fear.

To obey the laws: For thinking freely, it is necessary to obey the laws. If we obey laws, we shall not
quarrel with anybody. Thus we can think freely.

Conclusion: These are some important things which make us think freely.

Multiple Choice Questions
Choose the most suitable options:

1.

2.

Shakespeare often introduces...................... elements in his plays.

(a) beautiful (b) absurd (c) trivial (d) supernatural

Well, lots of people had seen kettles ........................ and apples fall down before Watt and Newton, yet
they did not invent anything.

(a) burst (b) beil (c) twinkle (d) break

Security, leisure and good society are the three things necessary to..........c.ccecceeneee

(a) free thinking (b) civilization (c) gethappiness (d) be wealthy

..................... call the first of these things art, the second science and philosophy and the third political
justice and ethics.

(a) Grown-ups (b)Old one (c)Adults (d) Youngster

Without free thinking there canbeno...................

(a)rest (b) civilization (c) prosperity (d) adversity

Itis notnecessary for everyone to invent new things in order to be called.......................

(a) inventor (b) discoverer (c) civilized (d) cultured

If Shakespeare's .........cccceeveruenennene are a sign of civilization, so are Raphael's pictures and Beethoven's
music.
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(a) plays (b) poems (c)novels (d) music

8. Johnlikes catapults........c.ccoceverennnnee than anything else.
(a)much (b) enough (c) little (d) more
9. There mustalso be beautiful things like the plays and pictures we were talking.............
(a) for (b) about (c)of (d) with
10. Because Shakespeare was a great man and wrote plays that people are....................
(a) familiar with (b) proud of (c) interested in (d)boast of
11. Falling apples and boiling kettles caused them to think new .................. and because they thought new
thoughts, men came to understand more about the world.
(a)ideas (b) thoughts (¢) innovations (d)plans
12. Nobodycan............ceeuenene things ifhe is afraid of being robbed or murdered at any moment.
(a) round about (b) run about (c) bring about (d) think about
13. Raphaelisknown forhis............
(a)music (b) inventions (c) pictures (d)plays
14. Romans cannot be called civilized because theyused to ..................
(a) eatnothing (b) eat enormous meals (c)eat very little (d) eatonly in day time
15.  So,yousee, this business of being good has something to do with ...................
(a) heredity (b) society (c) civilization (d)creed
Language Skills
1. Write the synonyms of the following words:
I dare say — admit
fuss about — be concerned about
gorgeous — attractive
meals — snack
savages — brutal
wicked — evil
priests — clergyman
beastly — unpleasant
2. Write the antonyms of the following words:
enormous — tiny
difficult — easy
differently — similarly
powerful — weak
civilization — barbarism
anything — nothing

3. Fillin the blanks in the following sentences, choosing the correct word from thelist given below:
sign; enormous; splendid; credit; make a great fuss
(i) Afterall, being civilized ought to be some credit to you.
(i) Anyway, grown-up people make a great fuss about the plays of Shakespeare.
(iii) If Shakespeare's plays are a sign of civilization, so are Raphael's pictures and Beethoven music.
(iv) The Romans used to eat enormous meals, and when they couldn't eat any more, they took some
things to make them sick.
(v) Civilization is not just being splendid and grand and living in luxury.
4. Usethese phrases/ expressions in your own sentences:

sortof — Suman don't worry too much about that sort of thing.

I dare say — Still, I dare say you'll be able to entertain the teachers nicely.

civilization =~ — He went to study the civilization of Arab world.

getinto — I was able to get into the program even though it was full because of some
cancellations.

getting warmer —  The argument between them got warmer and took a form of fight.

fuss about — Soniais fussy about her home, everything has to be in its exact place.

grown-up —  When I last saw them, they were kids and now they are grown-ups.

catapults — The Romans used machinery to catapult rocks over the enemy wall in order to
capture the city.
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On an African River
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EXERCISE

Explanation
Explain with reference to the context the following:
1. The Chobe by night.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'On an African River' written
by David Livingstone.
In the month of November 1853 author of the lesson went on his journey to Chobe river. In this passage
he describes the habitation of wild animals in the said river.
Explanation: The author says that there was a great number of hippos in river Chobe. Some of them had
turned ill-tempered. Their temper was so bitter that they attacked every boat that passed near them.
Although they were not dangerous but they become so when a canoe passed by them while they had been
sleeping. To avoid this situation, the traveller is advised to drive near the bank of that stream during the
day time and in the middle of the stream during the night time.
2. Asarule.....eineerecnneene one of them.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'On an African River' written
by David Livingstone.
The author is talking about the behaviour of hippos and elephant in these lines and how hippos break
their canoe.
Explanation: In these lines the author is telling us that mostly hippos run away when they see a human
being. A left out mad elephant from its herd is also very dangerous. In the same time, they were in a canoe
which had been broken into pieces by the push from the hind (back) foot ofa hippo.

3 Iwastold.....eeeeverccnennnnnee were passing.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'On an African River' written
by David Livingstone.

In these lines, the author was given advices to save himselfif a hippo attack their canoe.

Explanation: The author was told that if his canoe was attacked than he should dive deep into the river
and stay there for few seconds. The hippo always searches for persons after breaking the canoe on the
surface and if he is unable to find any person he runes away soon. One of the single' bachelor' hippo
which was left out from his herd came out his lair and was trying to hurt the persons passing from there
by putting his head up and running at high speed.

4. Onecannot to belarge.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'On an African River' written
by David Livingstone.

The author is saying that no one can determine the member of hippos in a herd.
Explanation: The author says that no one can tell the exact number of hippos in a herd as they are always
hidden under water but they require to breathe so they happen to come on the surface of water for
respiration in every few minutes. If the heads keep on coming up all the time as they need to breathe then
we can estimate that the herd is supposed to be large and having many hippos.

5. Theyoung at other times.
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Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'On an African River' written
by David Livingstone.

The author is describing how the young and little hippos live.

Explanation: The author is telling that the young and little hippos stand on the neck of their mothers and
their little head comes out before their mother's head on the water surface to breathe. When the mother is
incharge of her young little calf, then she has to come on the water surface more oftenly because she
knows that the calf cannot stay under water without breathing for long time.

6. Thenumber of crocodiles be seen.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'On an African River' written
by David Livingstone.

The writer had studied deeply the behaviour of crocodile of the river Chobe. In the given paragraph he
enriches our knowledge about crocodile.

Explanation: In the given paragraph author speaks many unknown facts about crocodile and its natural
habitat. The river Chobe is full of this reptile. Most of the crocodiles in this river are very hostile. They
freely move in the river from this end to that end. Children of human race go to the bank of river to play or
to fetch water. While playing in or near the river many a child has been caught by these savage reptiles.
Even the cows and their calves are not spared. The crocodiles take cows into the deep of water as their
prey. The crocodile's teeth are very powerful but here it strikes the victim with the powerful tail, and the
tail is much capable to overpower the prey. At this stage the prey is bound to be drowned into deep water.
The crocodile is invisible at the time of resting on the surface of water, and in this stage it is not possible
for the prey to guess the whereabouts of this vast reptile.

7. Icould never his thigh.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'On an African River' written
by David Livingstone.

In these lines the author describes about an incident when a crocodile had caught a man.

Explanation: In these lines the author discloses that when he observed a man being pulled by a
crocodile, he began to tremble badly. He discloses that in such condition, the natives with sharp spears in
their hands waited for their chance. When the crocodile began to carry his prey away, the natives stabbed
from back upon his shoulder. Being injured, the crocodile used to set the prey free and flee from there.
When the victimised man came out ,a sign of crocodile's teeth could be seen upon his thigh.

8. Onenight broken shells.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'On an African River' written
by David Livingstone.

In these lines, the author describes about the young crocodiles.

Explanation: The author says that one night when he and his friends were sleeping, two youngs of
crocodile came out at the spot. He says that there were many young crocodiles sunning themselves on
the sand in the sun. Perhaps it was the time when they come out of their lair. At one place the author
noticed many ruined nests that were scattered here and there.

9. Atoneplace of confinement.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'On an African River' written
by David Livingstone.

The author is describing the size of eggs and the place where they were kept.

Explanation: When the author was going with his group, they saw sixty eggs which were taken out from
a single nest. The eggs were very big in size like the size of a goose's egg and their outermost white shell
bend when it was pressed. The distance from the water and the nest was about ten feet the place where the
eggs were present looks like it was earlier used for the same purpose of laying eggs or giving birth. There
was a broad path from the water to the nest. The companions told the author that the after laying the eggs,
the mother leaves them and afterwards comes to take out the children from the confinement.

10. Fish at the bottom.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'On an African River' written
by David Livingstone.

The author is telling us how the tail help the crocodiles to catch their food. He is telling how the speed of
crocodile can be estimated in the water.

Explanation: The author says that fish is the main food of crocodiles. They eat both small and large fish.
Sometime, a crocodile can run with a very fast speed on seeing man in the other bank of river. The speed
ofacrocodile is noticed by the high ripple that it makes on the water surface when it moves from one place
to another. The ripples in the water are the result of the crocodile's rapid motion at the bottom of water.
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11. Theyseldomleave never for gotten.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'On an African River' written
by David Livingstone.

The writer was an explorer. This is the concluding paragraph of the lesson. In this paragraph we come
through the strange behaviour of baby crocodiles. The behaviour was personally experienced by author
himself.

Explanation: It is seen that crocodiles never come out of water to catch a prey. But they do come out
from the water to enjoy laying on the sandbanks and to have sunbath on sunny days. There was an
incident when a little crocodile came out of water and without wasting any time it dashed at the feet of
author. This creature was hardly three feet long. As this was an unusual attitude of this reptile family, the
author was greatly surprised as what to do. He immediately rushed to the another direction. But the
incident was rare one, as never again the author heard of the similar case. Fish is their liked food. The
fishing is done at night and they eat this food happily with champing noise, as this is their happiest

moment.
Comprehension
Read the following passages and answer the questions given below them:
1. Onthellth stream by night.

Questions with their answers:
(i) Whatdo you come to know about Chobe?
Ans: Chobe is a river in Africa continent which flows into the river Zambesi. The Chobe swarms with
hippos.
(ii) Howdid the Chief help the author?
Ans: The Chiefcame to the river to check whether it was right time for parting and lent him his own canoe
because it was broader than the author had used.
(iii) Why have the elderly males become soured in their temper?
Ans: The elderly males have become soured in their temper because they have been driven out of their
herd.
(iv) When does the herd become dangerous?
Ans: Theherd become dangerous when a canoe passes through the middle of it when they are asleep.
2. Iwastold belarge.
Questions with their answers:
(i) Describe the word 'bachelor'.
Ans: Thehippo who has been driven away from his herd is called as 'bachelor'.
(ii) Pickoutthe correctalternative from the list to replace the underlined word:
(a) goes away (b) stays there (c) sits down (d) comes back.
'and if he sees none, he soon moves off.'
Ans: (a)goesaway.
(iii) What was the author advised to do during attack?
Ans: The author was advised to dive to bottom in the river during attack because after breaking a canoe
the hippo always looks on the surface for the people and if sees none he moves off.
(iv) Whom does the word 'bachelor' refer to in this passage?
Ans: Theword 'bachelor' refer to the hippo who has been driven away from his herds.
3. Thenumber cannotbe seen.
Questions with their answers:
(i) Inwhichriver,the number of crocodiles is very great?
Ans: Intheriver Chobe, the number of crocodiles is very great.
(i) Who are more dangerous than hippos and why?
Ans: The crocodiles are more dangerous than hippos because crocodile hide themselves under water and
cannot be seen when catching its prey. They attack children, calves and cows every year.
(iii) Whatis there said about crocodiles?
Ans: Thecrocodile strikes the victim or prey with its tail and drags him into the water.
(iv) Why are many children carried off every year?
Ans: When the children go down for water to play then they are carried off by crocodiles as their prey.
4. Fishis atthe bottom.
Questions with their answers:
(i) Whatisitthat helps crocodiles in catching their food?
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Ans: Itisthe broad scaly tail that help crocodiles in catching their food.
(ii) Howisits speed judged?
Ans: Hisspeedis judged by the high ripple made on the surface.
(iii) Whatis the reaction of a crocodile on seeing a man in the water?
Ans: The crocodile rushes across the stream with wonderful speed on seeing a man in the water.
(iv) Find out the correct pair of words which is the synonyms of scaly, assisted.

(a) withlayer, opposed (b) helped, pointed
(¢) pointed, opposed (d) withlayers, helped
Ans: (d)with layers, helped.
5. Theyseldom..........cceevueerueeennee never forgotten.

Questions with their answers:
(i) By which time crocodiles catch their prey?
Ans: Inthenighttime, crocodiles catch their prey.
(ii) How did crocodiles take pleasure of ariver?
Ans: The crocodiles take pleasure of a river by coming out in the day time and enjoy laying on the
sandbanks.
(iii) What unusual happening occurred with the author?
Ans: Alittle crocodile of about three feet long came out of water and dashed at the feet of author.
(iv) Whattype of sound do crocodiles make while eating?
Ans: The crocodiles make aloud champing noise while eating.

Short Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions not more than 30 words each:
1. Whatdoes the hippo do after breaking a canoe?
Ans: After breaking a canoe a hippo always looks on the surface of the water for people. And if he finds none
he soon moves off.
2. Whenis aherd of hippos dangerous and why?
Ans: A herd of hippos is never dangerous, except when a canoe is passed into the middle of the sleeping
hippos. Then some of them may strike the canoe in terror.
3. Whatdoyou know about Chobe.
Ans: Chobeisariver flowing into the Zambesi.
4. Whattype of creatures live in river Chobe?
Ans: Thehippos, crocodiles and small and large fishes live in the river Chobe.
5. Wholenthis canoe and to whom?
Ans: The Chieflent his canoe to the author.
6. Describe the incident which made the author fearful.
Ans: When author's men used to swim across the stream , he used to become fearful as he once saw a poor
fellow caught and taken below by the crocodile.
7. How do the a crocodiles do their hunting or catch their prey?
Ans: A crocodile reaches its hunt quite unseen. It strikes the hunt with its tail, drags him into water, drowns
him and kills him.
8. Whenis the herd of hippos supposed to be large?
Ans: Every few minutes hippos show their heads above water to breathe. If the heads keep up coming all the
time the herd is supposed to be large.
9. How does the mother crocodile behave after laying the eggs?
Ans: After laying the eggs, the mother crocodile covers them up and leaves them. And comes back in due time
to help the young ones to come out of confinement.
10. How did the fellow escape from the crocodile?
Ans: When the fellow drag by the crocodile, he used his wits and stab the rugged-edged spear behind the
shoulder of the crocodile and escape from him.
11. Explain the superstition prevalent in some tribes in south-east Africa.
Ans: Ifaman is bitten or if he has even had water splashed over him by the crocodile's tail, he is driven out of
the tribe, such is their superstition.

Long Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions in not more than 150 words each:
1. Summarize the adventures the author faced during his sailing on Chobe.
Ans: David Livingstone was the most famous Scottish explorer. In the 19th century he revealed Africa to
Europeans. He sailed into various streams with his fellow explorers. David experienced many type of

U.P. Series English-11



Ans:

Ans:

adventures, dangers and risks during his wild life safari. When he travelled through the river Chobe he
had to face many dangerous creatures like hippopotamuses and crocodiles. The ill-natured male
hippopotamuses attacked every canoe that passed near them. The solitary males of this breed were much
dangerous. One of the males smashed a canoe to pieces by a blow from his hind foot.

The river Chobe was full of crocodiles. They were hostile. They seemed to be much savage. Many
animals like cow and calf lost their lives by becoming their prey. David Livingstone could never help
shuddering when he saw his men swimming across these hostile streams. Once a baby crocodile dashed
after his feet and he had to run in another direction. This way the author Livingstone faced many
adventures during his sailing on river Chobe.

What do you come to know about the hippos by the description of David Livingstone?

David Livingstone sailed into the river Chobe. During that period he experienced a lot about African
wild life. This includes the habitat of hippopotamusces also. Generally hippopotamusces are not
aggressive and hostile. Due to this nature they flee away when they see a man. But on the other hand the
males who are living solitary life are very dangerous. They can smash a canoe into pieces, as was
happened with a canoe. Generally these animals live in family forming large herds. Animals living in a
herd are never dangerous. They do not attack on man unless man disturbs their life.

The hippopotamuses which are driven away from their herd are known as 'bachelors'. Mostly they are ill-
tempered and much furious. They are very dangerous towards man. The mother hippopotamus is very
kind in caretaking of her calf. She brings the baby hippopotamus up in the water for respiration. Till she
isin charge of the young, she takes full care of the little one.

Describe the life and behaviour of crocodiles in the Chobe river in south-central Africa.

David Livingstone gained vast knowledge of wild and water animals during his expedition in the areas
of Kalahari Desert in south-central Africa. As the number of crocodiles is very great in the river Chobe,
so Livingstone watched them in their natural habitat. The crocodiles of this area are more savage than in
other areas. Many men and other mammals become prey to these creatures. The crocodile strikes the
victim with its tail and then drags him in and drowns him.

Generally it is hard for a prey to come out of crocodile's mouth. Once a man as prey, gave the crocodile a
stab with his spear. Starting back in pain the creature left him and he came out safely with the deep marks
of the reptile's teeth upon his thigh. This creature like sunning themselves on sandbanks in company of
other crocodiles. They build nest the river-side. The eggs are about the size of those of a goose.

Fish is the main food of this reptile. Both small and large fish are liked by them. Crocodile can run with
wonderful speed inside the water. They are very furious in the water, but seldom leave the water to catch
aprey. for the purpose of food the fishing is chiefly done by night.

Multiple Choice Questions

Choose the most suitable option:

1.
2.
3.

10.
11.

Atonce place We SaW ......c.ccceevveeeverieevenieeenenns eggs taken out of a single net.

(a) seventy (b) ahundred (c) sixty (d) countless
Shereturns.......cccocvevevurennnns to help the young out of confinement.

(a) afterward (b)onward (c)backward (d) inward
The number of crocodiles is very great and in this river they are more ............ than in some others.
(a) helpful (b) meek (c) savage (d) humble
The crocodile is said by the natives to strike the victim with its................. .

(a)leg (b) tail (c)head (d) mouth
Here, the people have...................... towards persons who have met with such an adventure.
(a) noill-feelings (b) ill-feeling (c) good feelings (d) crocodile's
Theripple, of course, is caused by the ..................... rapid motion at the bottom.

(a) man's (b) herd's (¢) hippo's (d) crocodile's
Asarule, hippos flee whentheyseea.........ccceceene... .

(a) hunter (b) tiger (c)man (d) soldier
Lairmeans................... .

(a)apersonwhotellalie (b) aperson who is sleeping

(c) aresting place of animals (d)aresting place of men

Hippos require to come up every few ..........ocveuue.ee. to breathe.

(a) minutes (b) seconds (c) hours (d) moments
Icould....cccoovvvnrnnne. init with ease.

(a) turn about (b) turn out (c) turn over (d)turnup
Oneofthese......cccceevvvenennne. as the hippos driven from the herd are often called.

(a) married (b) unmarried (c)bachelors (d)engaged

U.P. Series English-11



12.

Lang
1.

U.P. S

They young when very little, take their ..................... on the neck of the mother.

(a) seat (b) stand (c)place (d) room

uage Skills

Write the synonyms of the following words:

swarm — flock

soured — frustrate

savage — brutal

victim — sufferer

shuddering — shiver

strewn — scatter

seldom — rarely

Read the phrases carefully and use them in your own sentences to bring out their meaning:
tokeep comingup — The hippos have to keep coming up of the water in order to breathe.
to carry off — Someone carried off the chairs the last night.

turn about — They turn about as they saw the herd of elephants.

in charge of — He was in charge of the school when the Principal was absent.

to look for — He was looking for his notebook in his home while he left it in his school.
tohold on — "Hold on before you fall off" , Ram snarled.

by ablow — They hit the animal by a blow and the animal died.

in one's temper — One should never rise one's temper.

Write the antonyms of the following words:

soured — improve

savage — tame/ civilized

victim — attacker

release — imprison

List'A' gives you the titles / adjectives used by the writer to describe the animals in the chapter you
have just read. Write the names of the animals in list 'B' the given titles/ adjectives have been used
for:

'A' VB'
soured — hippos
ill-natured — hippo
bachelors — hippo
the thing — crocodile
the reptile — crocodile
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EXERCISE
Long Answer Type Questions

Answer each of the following questions in about 150 words:

1. Why was the author so keen to have a pen pal? Why did he choose to buy an expensive writing
pad? What prompted him to buy a writing pad of pink sheets?

Ans: Introduction: The story 'Pen Pal' is a true incident of the author's life. He states here how the thought
related to this incident came to his mind.

Keen for pen pal: The author was a 21 year old college student. He saw the boys and girls of his class
receiving fat airmail envelopes and parcels from their pen pals. It was the fashion of those days to have
pen pals. One morning he came across a page in a popular Bombay magazine that printed addresses of
young people from all over the world who sought pen pals in India. So the author picked out the address
ofone Alice H. in Los Angeles, Californiain U.S.A.
Expensive writing pad: As his pen pal belonged to U.S.A. arich nation of the world, the author chose to
buy an expensive writing pad.
Pad of pink sheets: A girl from his class had once given him a clue of a woman's heart. She had
confessed that she loved reading letters on pink sheets. Thus the author got an impression that girls
usually loved reading letters on pink sheets. He therefore bought an expensive pad of pink sheets to write
toAlice H.
Conclusion: The author was going to begin a romance. He therefore acted in a romantic way.

2. Why did Alice become a pen pal of the author? How did she avoid to reveal her identity to the
author?

Ans: Introduction: Pen Pal, is a well-known autobiographical story of G. Srinivas Rao. When he was a college
student, he had seen boys and girls of his own class receiving fat airmail envelopes from their pen pals. In
those days, it became a fashion to have a pen pal. He, too, did not fail in his attempt to have a pen pal.
Pen-palship: The author selected a girl from America. Her name was Alice H. She must be beautiful and
rich. The very idea was exciting. He began to write her very carefully.

Her response: Alice H. had not asked for a pen pal. When she received his first letter, she amazed to
know how her address got into the pen pal column in India. But she did not want to break the heart of the
author. She, therefore, wrote to him:
"I have never asked for a pen friend. You want me as a pen pal and here Iam."
Thus she accepted the author as her pen pal.
Her identity: Alice also wrote a letter in return. But she was very careful in her correspondence. She
knew that she was an old lady and her pen pal was a young college student. So, she decided to hide her
real age. When author asked her to send her latest photograph. Alice wrote that she had no picture just
then, but she might send one some other day. Alice also advised her friend to send her photograph to
her pen pal only after her death. The friend kept the promise and send her photograph after her
accidental death.

3. Narrate the story of 'Pen Pal' in your own words.

Ans: Introduction: The story writer G. Srinivas Rao was a college student aged 21 years. One day while
reading a popular Bombay magazine, he saw some addresses of young people who wanted pen friends
from India.

Correspondence began: He selected the address of Alice H. in Los Angeles. He wrote a small letter on a
pink sheet and posted it. The reply came. Though Alice had not asked for a friend yet she agreed to be his
friend. The author was very happy to receive the letter from Alice. Now they started to write letters to
each other. Alice sent him books, magazines and small keepsakes.

A sense of romance: The author felt some romance. He thought that she was rich and beautiful. He
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Ans:

Ans:

asked for her picture. Alice replied that she had no picture just then. But she might send one some day.

A new letter: One day the author received a large packet. It was from the home-town of Alice. The
handwriting was feminine but it was not of Alice. Perhaps it was a new friend.

All about Alice: The writer of this new letter was a close friend of Alice. Alice had died in a car accident.
She was 78. She could not see the fast speeding car.

The photograph: In that letter there was also a photograph of Alice. She has requested her friend to send
it to the author only after her death. Her face had beauty and compassion in it. He felt that he would have
tenderly loved the face of the old woman even when he was a shy college boy.

Conclusion: The story is real. It was an experience of his life. It is for us to decide whether it was
pleasant or unpleasant. In my humble opinion it was a pleasant experience.

How was the author encouraged to win a Pen Pal? What did he do for it? What was the outcome?
See question no. 3 for answer.

Write the character of author in your own words.

The author is 21 year old college student. By seeing that his friends are receiving letters by their pen
pals in foreign countries, he gets inspired to have a pen pal. After receiving the reply of his letter he
imagined that his pen pal must be a rich, most beautiful and gracious lady. He was shy in nature, so he
did not ask the age of her pen pal. He uses pink sheets to write letters so that he can impress his pen pal
as his classmate once told that girls love reading letters on pink sheets. He was a young boy, full of
adolescence so he made his all efforts to impress his foreign pen pal and asked for her photograph. He
was a sincere and caring person as he used to send good wishes and get well soon cards to his pen pal
when she was sick.

Short Answer Type Questions
Answer each of the following questions in about 30 words:

1.
Ans:

2.
Ans:

3.
Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Why did Mr. Rao choose to buy an expensive writing pad of pink sheets?

He choosed to buy an expensive writing pad to create a good impression on his pen pal. A girl of his class
once told him that she loved reading letters on pink sheets. So he bought a writing pad of pink sheets.
Who was the author's pen pal? Where did she live?

The pen pal of the author was Alice H. She was a rich American lady. She lived in Los Angeles in U.S.A.
What was the effect of Alice's first letter on the author?

Alice's first letter made the author happy. He read it again and again. He felt all the music of life. He felt
that he was in seventh heaven.

Why did Alice not send a picture immediately?

Alice was an old lady. Her pen pal was a young college student. She did not like to hurt his feelings. So
she did not send her photo immediately so her pen pal would not disappointed to know the reality of her
age.

Who sent alarge packet to the author from America?

Aclose friend of Alice sent a large packet to the author from America.

What was the truth revealed to the author after twenty years in the story 'Pen Pal'?

The truth revealed to the author after twenty years was that Alice was 78 year old lady. She was liberal,
charming and sympathetic. She died in accident when she was returning home from church.

Where did Alice live? How did she become a pen pal?

Alice was a rich American lady. She lived in Los Angeles in U.S.A. The author picked out the address of
Alice from a magazine and wrote to her to be his pen pal. Alice wrote back accepting the proposal. In this
way she became the pen pal of the writer. Alice died in a tragic accident when she was returning from the
church as she could not see the fast speeding car.

Appreciating the Story

A.
1.

Choose the most suitable option:

Author's pen pal was:
(i) anIndianyoung girl (i) anIndianold lady
(iii) an American young girl (iv) anAmerican old lady

The author was careful in his correspondence with Alice because:
(1) English was a foreign language for him.

(i1) hehad a sense of romance in the corner of this heart for Alice
(ii1) he was quite unknown about the American girl.

(iv) none of the above
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Answer each of the following questions about 150 words:

Why does the author call the correspondence with Alice a game of hide-and-seek?

Ans: When the author asked Alice for her photograph, she refused saying that she is not more beautiful than an
average American girl. In this way, she tried to hide her identity. The author did not know the age nor had
any photograph to recognise his pen pal Alice. Alice told him in her letter that she will send him her
photograph one day as she realised the emotion of a twenty one year old boy. In this, way she tried to hide
her identity. Therefore, the author called the correspondence with Alice a game of hide-and-seek as he
did not have anything to recognise Alice nor was she ready to send her photograph.

2. Why was the author careful in his correspondence with Alice?

Ans: The author was very careful in his correspondence with Alice because his pen pal belonged to U.S.A. He
thought that she must be a rich, beautiful and young girl. Moreover, as she was American so her native
language was English and for the author it was a foreign language, learnt with great pain. The author
bought an expensive writing pad of pink sheet in order to impress Alice as once his classmate told him
that girls love to read letters written in pink sheets. The author felt some romance as he thought that Alice
was beautiful and young therefore he asked for her picture. But Alice replied that she had no picture just
then but will send one some day. Alice accepted the author as her pen pal though she mentioned that she
did not asked for a pen pal so it was one of the major reason that the author was careful about his
correspondence with Alice.

3. Why did Alice advise her friend to send her photograph to the author only after she (Alice) was
died?

Ans: Her promise: The writer had requested Alice to send him her photo. She knew that he would find from

the photo that she was old. So she replied that she had no photo just then. But she had written to the author

that she might send him her photo some day. It was necessary to keep her promise. There could be many
possible results of seeing her photo: he would be disappointed and angry, and would stop the
correspondence.

But she was a kind lady and did not want to disappoint him. She was happy to hear from him and did not

want the correspondence to stop. These things would not matter much after her death. So she advised her

friend to send her photograph to the author only after her death. Her promise was kept. There would be
no harm then. The correspondence would automatically stop after her death. Alice friend kept the
promise and send her photograph to the author only after her death.

2 After Twenty Years

-
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EXERCISE

Long Answer Type Questions

Answer each of the following questions in about 150 words:

1. Whatis the theme or main idea of the story? Explain your answer.

Ans: The main idea of the story is that we should be satisfied with our fate or destiny and should not run after
money like Bob. It also tells us that an evil doer is always punished though he may be very clever. The
story also tell us about :

Friendship: Bob clearly values the bonds of friendship that existed between him and Jimmy all those
years ago. He came there to meet Jimmy. Moreover, Jimmy also came to meet him in time but Bob could
notrecognize him.
Loyalty versus the law: Loyalty to people are sometimes difficult to maintain, especially when they are
split between a person that is close to our heart and the law. Keeping their appointment of 20 years Bob's
loyalty to Jimmy is obviously unwavering. However, Jimmy is now a policeman, so he had to choose
between the loyalty towards of his friend and the law to which he served.
Hence, the story teaches us many things like friendship, loyalty, satisfaction and duty.

2. Narrate the story 'After Twenty Years' in your own words.

Ans: Introduction: Bob and Jimmy Wells were fast friends. They lived in New York.

Description: Bob was eighteen and Jimmy was twenty. Bob was ambitious. Money was everything for
him. Jimmy was a simple fellow. He was honest and sincere.
One night they dined at 10 in a restaurant. Bob wanted to go to the West to become rich. Jimmy did not
want to leave New York. They decided to meet after 20 years at the same restaurant at 10 p.m. They
promised to tell each other what adventures they had been through during all those years.
Jimmy became a policeman in New York. He was on his duty at about 10 p.m.. He saw a man with an
unlighted cigar in his mouth. When he struck a match to light his cigar, Jimmy recognized that it was a
face of the man wanted by Chicago police. He did not arrest his friend Bob. But he went quickly to the
police station. He sent another policeman to do the job. Another policeman in plain clothes came and
arrested Bob. When Bob found out that the man was not Jimney, he told him about it. The other man said
that Bob was underarrest and gave him letter of his friend Jimmy wells.

3. Whendo you think Jimmy realizes that he has to make a difficult choice and turn in Bob?

Ans: Introduction: Bob came to meet his friend Jimmy Wells at the appointed place and time exactly after

twenty years in New York. But now there was a hardware store instead of 'Big Joe' Brady's restaurant.
Jimmy Wells: Jimmy also came there in his policeman's clothes. Bob could not recognize him and
began to explain why he stood there. Bob struck a match and lit his cigar. In the light of the match Jimmy
recognized Bob's face. He also knew that it was the face of the man who was required by the Chicago
police. He therefore, did not tell Bob that he was Jimmy. At three minutes to ten he left Bob waiting for
his friend.
The way of arresting: After about twenty minutes a policeman in plain clothes came to Bob. He was
sent by Jimmy to arrest Bob, as his friendship did not allow him to arrest Bob himself. The plain clothed
policeman met Bob as if he were Jimmy. They started up the street, arm in arm. They reached a drug store
brilliant with electric lights. Here Bob found out that the man was not Jimmy Wells. The man said that
Bob was under arrest. And before going the police station he handed over Bob a short note to read.
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Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Conclusion: The note was from Jimmy. It said that he had sent a plain clothed constable because he
could not arrest Bob himselfas he was his friend.

What happens on the night of the meeting? Summarize.

It is nearly 10:00 p.m. and all was quiet and the policeman was taking his usual rounds, checking
locks for safety. Suddenly, a figure standing in a doorway of a hardware store catches his attention,
and he approaches towards him. The person speaks up and reassures the officer that he is not looking
to cause any trouble and is waiting for a friend with whom he had made a promise to meet twenty
years ago at that spot.

The man lights a cigar and tells the policeman about his friend, Jimmy Wells, who had been more like a
brother to him and his best friend. He praises Jimmy's character and assures the policeman that he'll
surely come. As it was nearly ten, the officer asks if the man will wait any longer for Jimmy, and the
patient friend says he'll give him half an hour then the policeman continues his patrol.

About 20 minutes later, another man approaches and calls to the waiting friend by name-Bob. As the two
men greet each other heartily, Bob begins to recognize some unfamiliar characteristics in his friend;
namely, he seems taller than he remembered. He accepts his friend's reply that he'd grown some in 20
years, until they come across the bright lights of a drug store.

Here, Bob realizes that the man in front of him doesn't have the same nose as Jimmy, but it is far too late
for him to escape from the man posing as Jimmy. Before taking him into custody, however, the officer
hands Bob a note from patrolman Wells whom he had met few minutes ago. In it, Jimmy admits he
recognized Bob's face from a Chicago police bulletin but didn't have the heart to arrest him so he send a
plain-clothes man to arrest him.

Ifyou were Jimmy Wells, what would you have done?

If T was Jimmy Wells, I would have done the same thing and would have arrested my best friend Bob.
Being a sincere and perfect policeman, I would have performed my duty honestly. Jimmy found that Bob
was a wanted criminal by the Chicago police so he performed his duty and arrested Bob. Being a sincere
friend, I would not have arrested Bob as Jimmy did. I too had got him arrested by another policeman.
Between the loyalty towards my criminal friend and the law, I would surely choose the law.

How does O. Henry use humour to convey the theme of the story?

The theme of the story is that evil doer always gets the punishment. Bob values the bonds of friendship
between him and Jimmy. He meet Jimmy but could not recognize him unless Bob read the note given by
the police officer to him. Moreover Jimmy choose loyalty towards the law than the loyalty towards his
friend. It was quite humourous when Bob tells Jimmy that he has become two or three inches tall and
when they read at the drug store, Bob finally recognizes because his size and shape of nose has changed.
Thus it added a little humour to the story.

Did you enjoy the surprise ending? Why or why not?

Yes, we enjoyed the surprise ending as we do not discover that Bob is a criminal till the end of the story.
Rather, we think of him as a loyal friend and successful businessman, who has come to meet his friend.
Moreover it was totally unexpectable that the policeman is actually the person Jimmy Wells about whom
Bob has been describing to the policeman.

The final revelations astonished us as they were totally reverse of our expectations. It was totally a
surprise ending, and we read the story trying to guess what it will be next. A policeman is on night patrol
atnearly 10:00 p.m., and finds a man standing in a corner. The person speaks up and reassures the officer
that he's not looking to cause any trouble-just waiting on a friend to whom he had made a promise to meet
after 20 years at that spot. The man lights a cigar and tells the law man about his friend, Jimmy Wells. As
it was already quite nearly ten, the officer asks if the man will wait any longer for Jimmy, and the person
says he will. The lawman continues his patrol, leaving the person.

About 20 minutes later, another man approaches and calls to the waiting person by name-Bob. As the
two men greet each other heartily, Bob begins to recognize some unfamiliar characteristics in his friend
until they come across the bright lights of a drug store where Bob realizes that the man in front of him
doesn't have the same nose as Jimmy, but it's far too late for him to escape arrest from the plain
clothesman posing as Jimmy. Before taking him into custody, the officer hands Bob a note from
patrolman Wells whom he'd unwillingly met earlier.

When it turns out that Bob is a criminal and that Jimmy was the officer he was talking to, we are totally
surprised.
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Short Answer Type Questions
Answer each of the following questions in about 30 words:

1.
Ans:

2.

Ans:

3.

Ans:

4.

Ans:

5.

Ans:

6.

Ans:

7.
Ans:

8.

Ans:

Ans:

10.
Ans:

Do you think Bob should have counted on Jimmy to meet him after twenty years?

Bob and Jimmy had promised to meet at that place after twenty years so it was not necessary that Bob
should have counted on Jimmy.

Why did the 'best chums' apart and go their separate ways?

The "best chums' aparted and went on their separate ways to achieve something great in their lives and
earn money.

How does the police officer know that the man on the street has made a lot of money?

The police officer know that the man on the street had made a lot of money as he was well dressed and
have a beautiful watch with small diamonds on its lid.

What do you think how Jimmy realizes that he has to make a difficult choice and turn in Bob?
When Bob lighted his cigar, Jimmy saw that Bob was the criminal whom Chicago police was searching.
So, he realized that he has to make a very difficult choice between his friend 'Bob' and the law.

Who was the first man, talking to Bob?

That person was policeman and Bob's best friend Jimmy Wells.

How do you think Bob feels that now he has been caught?

When Bob realizes that the man he was talking with, is not Jimmy than he got suspicious and finally the
man told him that he is taking him to the police station then Bob got sure that he has been caught.

Do you think that Jimmy Wells did the right thing by having his old friend arrested?

Yes, Jimmy Wells did the right thing because one's personal relation should not divert one from fulfilling
his duties. Jimmy was a policeman and it was his duty to obey the law and arrest the criminals.

How and why did Jimmy get Bob arrested?

Jimmy sent a plain clothes policeman to arrest his best friend Bob. When Jimmy saw the face of Bob, he
realized that he was a criminal who Chicago police was searching, so he did his duty and made Bob
arrested.

What was Bob's estimate of Jimmy?

In the opinion of Bob, Jimmy was a true, trustworthy and a good person. He was his best familiar friend.
He was akind of plodder but was his best companion.

What s the significance of the title ' After Twenty Years'?

The story 'After Twenty Years' shows that how two person choose different path and meet each other
after twenty years. It tells us that we should not run after money and an wicked doer is always punished
for his acts. The two friends chooses their different paths in life and finally their destiny has decided
something when they meet after twenty years.

Appreciating the Story

A.
1.

Ans:

Choose the most suitable option:
Why is the policeman walking down the street?

(1) Heissearching foracriminal. (1) Itis his regular job to patrol the street.
(ii1) Heisonhis way home. (iv) None ofthe above

Where does Jimmy live?

(1) in New York (i1) inthe West

(ii1) in London (iv) inPort Blair

Answer each of the following questions in about 150 words:

. Doyou have friends that you have not seen for a long time? Do you think they have stayed the same

or do you think they have changed? Explain your answer.

Yes, I have a friend that I had not seen for a long time. I have a friend named Swati whom I have not seen
since three years. We used to study in same school and in same class. We used to eat and play together.
She used to help me in every difficult situation. When we were in fifth class, her father got transferred
and they moved to a new city. But, she meet me after two years and we had the same fun as we used to do
before. Now, we used to call each-other on every sunday and she had promissed me that she will come
and meet me after her final examinations are over.

I can surely say that she has not changed a little bit. By the passage of time we had growned up and now
we have different views on some topic but we are always ready to help each other in need. We provide
suggestions to each other and enjoy each other's company. So, I can surely say that time cannot change a
true friend. As even in the story Jimmy loved his friend like his friend loved him but it was his duty to
arrest criminal so he arrested Bob.
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2. What conflict is evident in the story 'After Twenty Years'? Is the conflict with another character
with nature, with society or within the main character?

Ans: Inthe story we have seen that the conflict between a personal relation and duty. The conflict is within the
character Jimmy, who is a police officer.

Jimmy and Bob were best friends who decided to meet each other after twenty years. Bob adore Jimmy
and waited for him at the same place. While waiting for his friend Bob met to a policeman. The
policeman was Jimmy but Bob did not recognize him but when Bob lit the match then Jimmy saw his
face and noticed that his old friend has become a criminal whom Chicago police was searching. He
quietly heard Bob's story of their friendship. His conscience was in deep conflict that he should arrest his
best friend, a man who was like a brother to him or old friend who came 1000 miles just to keep the
promise they made. He quietly made a choice and went away. He sends a plain clothed officer to arrest
him. He can't even face Bob after making him arrested so he sends a note to him. Jimmy made a right
choice and choose his duty over his personal relation.

3. Isthesurprise ending believable? Why or why not?

Ans: Yes, the surprise ending is totally believable. We felt totally satisfied with the character of Jimmy and
with his decision. Being a policeman it was the duty of Jimmy to arrest the criminals. When he saw Bob's
face, he at once noticed that he was a criminal. He made a very difficult choice to choose between his
friend and his duty. As a friend, both Jimmy and Bob were kept their promise which they made to each
other before twenty years and came to meet each other at the decided place and on time. Bob loved
Jimmy and adore him as he spoke good words about Jimmy and decided to wait patiently for Jimmy for
more time. For Jimmy it would be a very difficult situation to arrest his long time friend who came there
to meet him. But being a loyal person Jimmy choose his duty and send a plain clothes man to arrest Bob.
Thus, though the ending surprised us but it was totally believable because one should perform one's duty
first and personal relations should not divert in fulfilling his duties.
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EXERCISE

Long Answer Type Questions
Answer each of the following questions in about 150 words:
1. Wheredoes the story 'Drought' take place and what was the effect of drought there?

Ans: Introduction: Ours is an agricultural country. Our farming depends on rains. When it does not rain there
isdrought and famine.
Place: The story 'Drought' took place in Kashipur, a small village of Bengal.
Effects of the drought: 1. That year paddy crop was very poor. Small farmers could not get enough rice
to eatand straw to feed their cattle.
2. There was no rains, hence there was scarcity of drinking water. Two of the three tanks in the village
had all dried up. The little water left, was still in the private tank of Shibu Babu and was not for the public.
3. Gafur was a poor small farmer. He could get a little rice which could not last even two months. His
share of straw was taken against the rent by the Zamindar, Shibu Babu.
4. There was no grass where Gafur could graze his bull.
5. Gafur suffered a lot on account of the bull.
6. When Gafur was hungry and thirsty, he could get neither food nor water. He lost control and killed his
bull who made the pitcher of water tumbled over.
7. Gafur had to leave the village on account of drought.
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Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Conclusion: The drought caused inhuman situation. It proved a tragedy for the small farmers like Gafur.
Gafur killed Mahesh, a bull, but why? Was Gafur a cruel man?

Gafur killed Mahesh, a bull because Mahesh was the constant cause of trouble to Gafur. Mahesh had
eaten the landlord's flowers many times. Every time Gafur had to pray to the landlord to forgive him.

One day he had gone out to seek work, but in vain. He returned home at noon. He was hungry, thirsty,
tired and everything was dark before his eyes. Amina went out to bring water. Meanwhile, the landlord's
messenger shouted for Gafur, and dragged him to his master. He was beaten mercilessly because
Mahesh had hurted the youngest girl of landlord. He bore all the tortures without any protest and
returned home.

He heard the shriek of Amina. She was prostrate on the ground. The pitcher was tumbled over and
Mabhesh was sucking up the water. At this Gafur was completely out of his mind. He seized his plowhead
and with both hands struck it violently on the bent head of Mahesh. Mahesh fell dead.

Conclusion: No, Gafur was not a cruel man. Cruel and inhuman situations made Gafur to kill Mahesh.
He loved his bull and therefore he repented. Circumstances had made him mad for a moment.

What part does the bull Mahesh play in the story? How does the tragedy deepen?

Troubles of Mahesh: The bull, Mahesh had given trouble to Gafur many times. He had eaten the
landlord's flowers many times. Every time Gafur had prayed to the landlord to forgive him. The priest
Tarakaratna had scolded Gafur for the bull. Manik Ghose had sent him to the police pen. Gafur had
pawned his brass plate to free him. Gafur always loved Mahesh.

The tragedy deepens: But one day Gafur was mad with anger. He was hungry, thirsty and tired. He was
called by the master. The messenger called him ugly names. He said that he was nobody's slave. He paid
rent to live there. He was beaten for it. It was because Mahesh had entered the landlord's grounds. He had
eaten the flowers and hurt the landlord's daughter. And now Mahesh had spilled the water and hurt
Amina. Gafur could bear no more. He lost control and hit hard on the bent head of Mahesh. He was dead.
This deepened the tragedy still more.

Finally at the end, Gafur left the village with his daughter Amina as he felt a deep guilt in his heart for
killing Mahesh.

Describe the helplessness of Gafur in sustaining his family?

Gafur was a weaver. He was poor muslim. He was resident of village Kashipur. His landlord's name was
Shibu Babu. He was very cruel man. Gafur's life was a story of tragedy. He was abused by the priest. He
had to pledge his brass plate for the discharge of his bull Mahesh. He was beaten by the servants of the
landlord. He lost his bull Mahesh. This bull was very dear to Gafur. At the end of the story he has to leave
his village Kashipur for ever. The cause of all this was his bull. This is a fact that this bull was
continuously main source of his troubles.

Although the bull's activities were not unnatural. It was only due to severe drought. There was no food
and water in the village Kashipur. Gafur's bull entered in the field of Manik Ghosh. He ate up all the
flowers of the landlord. He also hurt the landlord's youngest daughter. He attacked Amina also and drank
all the water which she had brought. At this event Gafur lost his self-control. Seizing the plough-head he
struck it so violently on the bent head of the bull Mahesh. As a result he died then and there. It was only
due to drought. So the drought was fully responsible for the evil fate of Gafur.

Narrate the story 'Drought' in your own words.

Gafur was a poor muslim weaver who had no land of his own. He used to cultivate others land and was
sharecropper. He lived with his daughter Amina of ten years and his pet buffalo "Mahesh". Due to two
years continuous drought the condition of Gafur and his dependents became very bad. They could not
get their daily food but Gafur was very particular about feeding Mahesh. One day, when the village priest
was passing by Gafur's house, he warned Gafur about the deplorable condition of Mahesh and told him
that the landlord of the village would not spare him if Mahesh die of starvation as the hindus worship
cows and buffalo as goddess. Gafur requested for some crop-loan but the village priest refused. One day
Mahesh had gone to the garden of the landlord and destroyed some saplings. The landlord called the
poor man and abused and beated him badly. Gafur's condition became worse day by day and as he could
not feed his pet animal properly. Gafur actually did not want to sell off Mahesh but one day, when Gafur
came from outside and wanted some water from Amina, she replied that there was no water in the house,
Gafur became very angry with Amina and slapped her. After sometime, he could hear the shout of
Amina. On coming outside, he saw that Amina is lying on the ground and pot has been broken by
Mahesh and whatever water was left, Mahesh is drinking it vigorously. Gafur was so angry that he hit his
plowhead on the head of Mahesh, as a result of which it died. In the night, Gafur left the village with his
daughter and went to work at the Jute mill at Fulbere. Before leaving his house, he asked God that He can
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Ans:

punish him (Gafur) in any way but also should not forgive those people including the landlord who did
not give any food to Mahesh and were actually responsible for Mahesh death.

Why did Gafur scold Amina? Was he justified in doing so?

Gafur was a wever of village Kashipur. He was very poor. He went to seek some work. He was so much
weak due to his illness and old age. There was not any job in the market and village Kashipur for Gafur.
So he returned home at noon. When he came back, he was too much hungry and thirsty. He was tired
also. There was too much darkness before the eyes of Gafur due to his weakness.

He asked his daughter Amina to provide something to eat. Amina told her father that there was nothing to
eat in the house. Then he asked her to give him some water drink. Amina again told him that there was no
water in the house as well, because two of the three tanks had dried.

Hearing the answer of his daughter Gafur lost his self control. He slapped her on face and Amina began
to weep. But this action of Gafur's was not good, because he was familiar with the condition of his house.
So we cannot justify Gafur's action. He must have thought peacefully before slapping her daughter
because she was motherless daughter.

Give a character-sketch of Gafur.

Introduction: In the story 'Drought', Gafur is the only important character. His landlord is very cruel
and pitiless. Drought has added to his hardships.

A poor tenant: Gafur lives in a small village Kashipur in Bengal. He was a farmer. He tills about four
Bighas of land for the landlord. So he was a poor tenant. There was a severe drought. The tanks have
dried up. There was not a blade of grass anywhere for the cattle to graze. He lives in dire poverty. He had
neitherrice in the house nor straw to feed his bull.

His affection for his daughter: Gafur had only a daughter. Her name was Amina. She was motherless.
So he had great affection for her. One day he was hungry and thirsty. He finds no water and food in the
house. He loses his self-control and slaps her. But soon he repents and his eyes are filled with tears.
Fondness for his bull: Gafur has a bull. He lovingly calls him Mahesh. He loves him as his son. When
his share of straw has been taken by the landlord, he feeds the bull with old straw of his roof. When the
bull is sent to the police pen, he pawns his brass plate for one rupee with Banshi, and brings back the bull.
Once he decides to sell the bull. But the thought of selling the bull in unbearable for him. So he refuses to
sell Mahesh.

His tortures and beatings: One morning his bull Mahesh enters the grounds of the landlord. Mahesh
eats up the flowers and upsets the corn drying in the sun. It then hurts the daughter of the landlord. As a
result of it, Gafur was beaten. His face and eyes are swollen. He bears the beatings and tortures
helplessly.

Anger and repentance: After his beating, Gafur hears a shriek of his daughter. He sees that the girl was
lying on the ground. The pitcher has dropped down her head and Mahesh was sucking up the water.
Having filled with anger, Gafur strikes plowhead hard on Mahesh's head. Mahesh dies at the spot. Then,
he feels very sorry.

Conclusion: He leaves the village for Fulbere with his daughter to work at the jute mill.

Short Answer Type Questions

Answer each of the following questions in about 30 words:

1

Ans.:

2.

Ans:

3.

Ans:

Ans:

5.

Ans:

Who was Gafur? What was his daughter's name?

Gafur was a poor farmer. His daughter's name was Amina.

Who was Mahesh? How did Gafur feed him?

Mahesh was Gafur's bull. Gafur fed him with straw that he received from the landlord. During the
drought he sometimes pulled the straw from his roof and fed Mahesh.

What made Tarakaratna leave hurriedly?

Tarakaratna was holding bundle of rice and fruits in his hand which to got from landlord home and
Mahesh wanted to eat it. Tarakaratna thought Mahesh wanted to harm him by his horns so he hurriedly
left from there.

How did the drought effect the Kashipur village? Comments in the light of the story 'Drought’.
Kashipur was a small village in Bengal. It was the end of May month which is known for blazing heat of
sun. At this time the severe drought hit the village. The poor like Gafur suffered the most beacause the
Paddy was very poor. There is no blade of grass left for the cattle and two of the three water tank had
dried up.

What did Gafur ask God to do?

Gafur said,"Allah, punish me as You wish. But never forgive the landlord because he never let Mahesh
eat grass nor drink the water which you have given. Never forgive the sin of the landlord."
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7.
Ans;

8.
Ans:

9.
Ans:

Why did Gafur kill the bull Mahesh?

Gafur was abused and beaten because of the bull. Now the bull spilled the water and attacked Amina.
Gafur was angry and hit him hard. He did not want to kill him. But the bull died as a result of heavy stroke
and its weakness.

What for did Gafur come to Banshi's shop secretly?

Gafur came to Banshi's shop secretly because he was in need of a rupee for the release of his bull which
was in the custody of police pen for eating plants and vegetables in the garden of Manik Ghosh.

""Amina, dear, come let's go." Who said?

Gafur says these words. He is unable to stay in the village. He decides to go to work at the jute mill at
Fulbere. This is why he said these words.

Despite of being very poor Gafur threw away a ten-rupee note why.

Although Gafur was very poor but in spite of being poor he threw away ten-rupee note. Gafur got that
money from the butcher and he loved his bull Mahesh very much. He did not want to sell it to a butcher.

Appreciating the Story

A.
I.

2.

-

Ans:

Ans:

Choose the most suitable option:

The name of Gafur's bull was:

(1) Suresh (i1) Ritesh (iii)) Mahesh (iv) Hridyesh

Gafur came to Banshi's shop secretly:

(i) toborrow rice to pacify his hunger.

(i) toborrow one rupee to get Mahesh released from the pen.

(ii1) to complain against the injustice done to him by the Zamindar.

(iv) none ofthe above.

Answer each of the following questions in about 150 words:

Could Gafur be said a cruel man? Yes or no; justify your answer.

Gafur cannot be said a cruel man because he feels guilty after held striking plowhead hard on Mahesh's
head. Moreover, he ask God to punish him for the crime. On the day when he killed Mahesh he was in
great pain. He could get no work. He was hungry and thirsty. He had hit Amina whom he loved. He was
so sorry for it that there were tears in his eyes. Just then the landlord's messenger came to call him.

The Bull gave him troubles: When he reached the landlord, he was called by ugly names and dragged
away.Hungry and thirsty, he was beaten too. His face and eyes were swollen. This was because of the
bull. This bull had given him trouble many times. That day was the worst. And now the bull attacked
Amina, spilled the water and sucked the water that she had brought. Gafur was extremely angry.
Conclusion: He hit the bull hard. It was not to kill the bull. But his starving and lean body could not bear
itand he died. He repented. So Gafur was not a cruel man. He loved Amina. He loved his bull too. He did
not sell him to the butcher. Circumstances had made him mad for a moment.

What do you think of the title? Suggest any other tittle that may suit the story 'Drought'.

The title of the story 'Drought' is appropriate. As it clearly indicates the consequences of the drought.
Due to the drought, the poor farmers have nothing to feed their family nor their pets. The high class
people of the society like the landlord continuously torture the poor farmers. The story also shows how
there are certain evils which prevail in our society like even in the harsh condition of drought, Gafur's
daughter Amina could not brought water from the tank herself because two of the three tank had dried
up.

The other title that may suit the story 'Drought' can be "Mahesh' because the whole story revolves around
the bull Mahesh. Gafur was beaten and abused because Mahesh ate the saplings in landlords garden.
Finally, when Mahesh died Gafur was so sad at heart that he left the village. He left all his belongings
there and ask God to punish him for killing Mahesh and also to punish the landlord.

The Selfish Giant
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EXERCISE

Long Answer Type Questions

Answer each of the following questions in about 150 words:

1.

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

What is the moral of the story 'The Selfish Giant'?

or
What does the story 'The Selfish Giant's teach?
Introduction: 'The Selfish Giant' is a story of a selfish Giant. He represents evil.
His selfishness and hatred: When the Giant saw little children playing in his garden, his selfishness,
hatred and evil came to the fore. He cried in a very gruff voice, " What are you doing there?"The children
ran away. He said, "My own garden is my own garden. I will allow nobody to play in it but myself."
The Giant was punished: Nature punished the Giant for his too much selfishness and hatred. The
spring did not come to his garden. The Snow, the Frost, North Wind and Hail visited his garden. And
there was winter all the time. There was no blossom on his trees. They bore no fruit on autumn.
Change of heart: One day somehow the children had crept in his garden through a little hole in the wall.
The Giant saw that there was a little child in every tree. The trees had blossoms. The birds were flying
and singing there. He saw there was still winter in one corner. A little boy was standing there. He was so
small that he could not climb the tree.
The Giant's heart melted as he saw the child. He said, "How selfish I have been! Now I know why the
spring would not come here. I will put that poor little boy on the top of the tree. I will knock down the
wall. My garden shall be the children's play ground for ever and ever.
The Giant put the little boy up into the tree. He kissed the Giant. From that day the Giant began to play
with the children. All day long they played, and in the evening they came to the Giant to bid him
goodbye.
The Giant was rewarded: That little boy was Infant Jesus. One day he came to the Giant's garden and
took him to his garden that is Paradise.
Conclusion: Affection overcame hatred. Selfishness gave way to large heart. Finally it was the victory
of good over evil. The story teaches us: "We should not be selfish. We should share our prosperity with
the poor. We should love the little children. We should not bear ill-will towards others."
Discuss how the selfish giant changed into a children—loving person?
Introduction: 'The Selfish Giant' changed into a children-loving person by a little child. When he
stoped the children to play in his garden and built a high wall around it. Then the children did not play in
the garden so spring did not come in his garden because there was no children. The frost, the snow,,
North wind, Hail etc. lived there.
Change of heart: One day somehow the children had crept in his garden through a little hole in the wall.
The Giant saw that there was a little child in every tree. The trees had blossoms. The birds were flying
and singing there. He saw there was still winter in one corner. A little boy was standing there. He was so
small that he could not climb the tree.
The Giant's heart melted as he saw the child. He said,"How selfish I have been! Now I know why the
spring would not come here. I will put that poor little boy on the top of the tree. I will knock down the
wall. My garden shall be the children's play-ground for ever and ever."
The Giant put the little boy up into the tree. He kissed the Giant. From that day the Giant began to play
with the children. All day long they played, and in the evening they came to the Giant to bid him goodbye.
Conclusion: This affection overcame hatred and Giant loved the children very much. The Giant missed
alot the little child who loved him.
Describe the story 'The Selfish Giant' in your own words.
Introduction: It is a story of the selfish Giant. He had a large and lovely garden, children played in it
every afternoon when they came from school.
Giant's selfishness: When he came back after seven years visiting his friend the Cornish, he saw the
children playing in the garden. He cried in a very rough voice, "What are you doing there?" The children
ran away. He built a high wall around it. He put up a notice-board—
"Trespassers will be Prosecuted."”
He was a very selfish Giant. The poor children had now no place to play.
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Ans:

Ans:

The Giant's punishment: Nature could not tolerate the selfish behaviour of the Giant. The spring came.
But it did not go to his garden. It was still winter in his garden. The snow covered up the grass. The frost
painted all the trees silver. The North Wind came and roared all day around the garden. The Hail came.
He rattled on the roof of his castle.

The change of heart: One morning the Giant heard a little linnet singing outside his window. A
delicious perfume came to him through the open window. He looked out. He saw a most wonderful sight.
Children had crept in the garden through a little hole. The Giant saw that a little child was sitting in every
tree. Trees were covered with blossoms. The birds were flying and singing. He saw a little boy standing
in the farthest corner of the garden. He was so small that he could not climb the tree. He was weeping
bitterly.

The Giant's heart melted. He said' "How selfish [ have been!" He opened the front door and went out into
the garden. The children saw him. They ran away. Only the little boy did not run. The Giant put him up
into the tree. And the tree blossomed at once. The little boy flung his arms round the Giant's neck, and
kissed him. When the other children saw that the Giant was not wicked any longer, they came running
back. The Giant said,"Itis your garden now, little children."

The Giant's reward: One day the Giant saw that little boy who kissed him was standing under a tree.
When the Giant saw wounds in his hands and feet, he was red in anger. He asked who dared so. The little
boy said, "These are the wounds of love." The Giant asked him," Who are thou?" The child smiled on the
Giant. He said,"You let me play once in your garden, today you shall come with me to my garden, which
is Paradise."

When the children came that afternoon, they found the Giant lying dead under the tree.

Conclusion: We learn from the story that selfishness is the greatest evil.

Give a character—sketch of the Giant.

Introduction: The Giant is a fantastical creature depicted directly by the narrator. He is the protagonist
as well as the wicked person of the story. In the beginning of the story we can find him as a selfish person
but in the second part of the story we found him as a kind and virtues person.

Characteristic: He is selfish and egoistic as he did not want the children to play in his garden. He
said,"My own garden is my own garden". And built a high wall all around it and placed a notice-board to
keep away the neighbourhood children from playing there.

He also seems to appreciate beauty because he loves his garden as it was beautiful. He was very sad when
the seasons did not change and all he gets to see is snow instead of blooming flowers. His love for
beautiful things is also clear when he gets excited about hearing a bird chirping, which sounds to him like
"lovely music." He is kind and generous. Once his "heart melts," he goes through a total change. He tells
the children it is "your garden now," and uses his strength to knock down the wall he built. He invites the
children and even joins them while playing in the garden. Even when he gets too old to play with them,
he loves to watch children enjoy his garden.

He is caring as he asks about the little boy to everyone and waited for his little friend.

How did the Selfish Giant come to realize his selfishness?

Introduction: One morning the Giant heard a little linnet singing outside his window. A delicious
perfume came to him through the open window.

The change of heart: The Giant looked out of the window. He saw a most wonderful sight. Children had
crept in the garden through a little hole. The Giant saw that a little child was sitting in every tree. Trees
were covered with blossoms. The birds were flying and singing. He saw a little boy standing in the
farthest corner of the garden. He was so small that he could not climb the tree. He was weeping bitterly.
The Giant's heart melted. He said, "How foolish Thave been!"

His activities then: The Giant opened the front door and entered the garden. The children saw him. They
were frightened. They ran away. Only the little boy did not run. The Giant put him up into the tree. And
the tree blossomed at once. The little boy flung his arms round the Giant's neck, and kissed him. When
the other children saw that the Giant was not wicked any longer, they came running back. The Giant said,
"Itis your garden now, little children!"

His feelings: The Giantrealized his mistake. He took a great axe and knocked down the wall.
Conclusion: When the people were going to market at twelve o'clock, they found the Giant playing with
the children.
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6.

Ans:

Who was thelittle boy and how could the Giant identify him?

Introduction: One day, the Giant saw a little boy in the farthest corner of the garden. He was so small
that he could not climb the tree. He put the little boy up into the tree. The child became very happy and he
kissed the Giant.

The little boy: The little boy was an Angel. He changed the heart of the Giant and affection overcame
hatred. He played with the Giant and kissed him. The Giant finally realized his mistake and allowed all
the other children to play in his garden.

Giant identify little boy: After a long time, the Giant saw the little boy and he ran to meet him. When he
came close to the child, he saw the child's plam was wounded and he became angry to see that and asks
him to tell him who has wounded him. The child gave a surprizing answer and the Giant bent on his
knees. The child told him that he wanted to take him to his garden which is called Paradise.

Short Answer Type Questions
Answer each of the following questions in about 30 words:

1.

Ans:

2.

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

5.

Ans:

6.

Ans:

7.

Ans:

8.

Ans:

State a brief description of Giant's garden.

It was a large and lovely garden with soft green grass. There were twelve peach trees that bloomed in
spring and bore fruits in autumn. The birds sat on the trees and sang sweetly.

Why did the Giant build a high wall around his garden and put up a notice-board?

When the Giant returned from his friend's house, he saw children playing in his garden. In order to stop
the children from entering the garden he built a high wall round his garden and put a notice—board as
trespassers will be prosecuted.

Why did the Spring not come to the Giant's garden?

The Giant build high wall around his garden and put a notice—board so that the children could not play in
his garden. This selfishness of the Giant made spring very angry and it did not come to the Giant's
garden.

Where was Giant taken after his death?

The Giant grew old. His evil spirit was defeated. He had turned into a nice fellow. One morning he saw
that little child was standing in the same corner of the garden. He went to the child. The child was not an
ordinary child. The child took him to his garden 'Paradise’.

Why did Giant grow angry to see the little boy?

The Giant grew angry to see wounds on the palms and feet of the little boy. But the boy was an angel. He
told him that those wounds were of love.

What was the Giant's reaction now?

After asking the little boy about his wounds, the Giant realized that he is not an ordinary child. He knelt
down before the child.

When did the Spring came again into the garden?

When the Giant became kind and he opened the front door, broke the high wall so that children can play
in the garden then the Spring came again.

What was his reward?

His reward was that he was taken to the Paradise after death. One day, the little boy who was Angel came
to the Giant's garden and took him to his garden that was Paradise.

Appreciating the Story

A.
1.

2.

Ans:

Choose the most suitable option:
Who did change the Giant's heart?

(1) alittle child (i1) alittledog (ii1) aman (iv) none
The Giant loved the little child the most because:

(i) he wasvery innocent. (i) he wastoo little to sitin the tree.
(iii) he has kissed the giant (iv) he was his child.

Answer each of the following questions in about 150 words:

Why did the Spring not come to Giant's garden? Describe the condition of the garden then.
Introduction: The selfish Giant erected a high wall around his garden to stop the children from playing
there. He put a notice-board to this effect.

Nature was angry: The spring came all over the country. But in the garden of the selfish Giant there was
still winter. The birds did not sing in the garden because there were no children, and the trees forgot to
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Ans:

blossom. Once a beautiful flower put its head out from the grass, but when it saw the notice board it was
so sorry for the children that it slipped back into the ground again.

Inmates of the garden: The only people who were pleased were the snow and the frost. They cried that
they would live there all the year around. The snow covered up the grass. The frost painted all the trees
silver. The North Wind came and roared all day about the garden. The Hail came. It rattled on the roof of
his castle and broke most of the slates. Then it ran round the garden. The autumn gave golden fruits to
every garden, but to the Giant's garden it gave none. It said, "He is too selfish".

Conclusion: The selfish Giant could not understand why the spring was so late in coming when he used
to look out at his cold white garden.

What punishment did the Selfish Giant get for his unfair behaviour with the little children? How
happy he was after making amends?

Introduction: The selfish Giant erected a high wall around his garden and put a notice board so that
none can enter and play in his garden.

The Giant was punished: Nature punished the Giant for his too much selfishness and hatred. The
spring did not come to his garden. The snow, the Frost, North Wind and Hail visited his garden. And
there was winter all the time. There was no blossom on his trees. They bore no fruit in autumn.

Change of heart: One day somehow the children had crept in his garden through a little hole in the wall.
The Giant saw that there was a little child in every tree. The trees had blossoms. The birds were flying
and singing there. He saw there was still winter in one corner. A little boy was standing there. He was so
small that he could not climb the tree.

The Giant's heart melted as he saw the child. He said, "How selfish I have been! Now I know why the
spring would not come here. I will put that poor little boy on the top of the tree. I will knock down the
wall. My garden shall be the children's play ground for ever and ever.

His feelings: He was very happy and he opened his garden for all. The children come to play in the
garden daily and when the Giant grew old he used to sit and watch the children playing.

Conclusion: Affection overcame hatred. Selfishness gave way to large heart. Finally it was the victory
of good over evil. The story teaches us: "We should not be selfish. We should share our prosperity with
the poor. We should love the little children. We should not bear ill-will towards others."
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POETRY

1 Mercy

EXERCISE

1. Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context :

(i) The quality ....ccoveeeeurerercennes that takes.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Mercy' composed by
William Shakespeare.
The present poem is an eloquent appeal for mercy in Shakespeare's comedy, The Merchant of
Venice. Portia appeals to Shylock to show mercy to Antonio. Shylock retorts that no power can
force him to be merciful. At this Portia impresses on him the importance of mercy.
Explanation: Portia explains the virtues of mercy. She says that mercy is a noble quality of human
heart. It cannot be shown under force. It comes out of heart as naturally as the gentle rain falls from
the sky upon the earth. Nobody can force it down. Mercy too comes like it. Mercy brings happiness
to both the giver and the receiver. The man who receive mercy is fortunate. It benefits him. God is
pleased with the man who shows mercy.

(i) Itis mightiest kings.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Mercy' composed by
William Shakespeare.

In these lines Portia tells Shylock the great qualities of Mercy. It is the befitting quality of a king. In
these lines she says about the rod of authority that a king has in his hand.
Explanation: Powerful persons have great authority. Mercy is their strongest quality. The king
sitting on his throne has a crown on his head. The crown gives greatness to the king. Mercy makes
him even greater. The king who has mercy is loved and respected most. He has a rod in his hand
which shows that he is the great authority on earth. It shows the greatness and power of the king.
When we look at the rod we know the great power of the king and are afraid of him.
(iii) Butmercy justice.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Mercy' composed by
William Shakespeare.
Portia says that the sceptre shows the power of the kings. But mercy is greater than the earthly
power of the king.
Explanation: The quality of mercy is greater than the rule of the rod of authority. The mercy stays
in the heart of the kings. The king has the greatest power on earth. Mercy is greater than this power.
The sceptre is in the hand of the king. It is a natural quality of God himself. When a king softens his
justice with mercy his power appears very much like the power of God.

2. Write the central idea of the poem 'Mercy'.

Ans: The poet wanted to tell us that 'Mercy' is a noble virtue of human heart. It is a divine gift to mankind. It
cannot be forced. It is spontancous. It blesses both the giver and the receiver. It suits kings better than
their crowns. It is a quality of God. When a person giving justice softens it with mercy, his power is seen
like the power of God.

So, we should be mercyfull toward everyone.

2 The Scholar

EXERCISE

1. Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context :
(i) Mydaysamong day by day.
Reference to the context: This stanza has been taken from the poem '"The Scholar' composed by
Robert Southey.
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(i)

(iii)

(iv)

The poet tells us how he passes his time in the midst of books composed by great authors of the past.
He is surrounded by these faithful friends.

Explanation: The poet has many books written by famous authors who are now dead. He spends
his time among these books. The room is full of books. Wherever he looks, he sees books. They tell
him the best things. They do not change. They are most sincere and faithful friends. He is happy
with them. He enjoys their company most. He is proud that he has such good friends. He talks with
them everyday.

With them gratitude.

Reference to the context: This stanza has been taken from the poem '"The Scholar' composed by
Robert Southey.

The poet enjoys the company of the authors of the old times. The poet tells us how grateful he feels
to his books which are with him in happiness as well as in sorrow.

Explanation: All the books by great authors that he has got are his true friends. Sometimes when he
is happy he gets delight from the books. When he has sorrow, they lessen his pain and anxiety and
comfort him. He is indebted to them for knowledge and wisdom. This thoughts fills him with deep
thankfulness. Tears of gratitude roll down from his eyes. They make his cheeks wet.

My thoughts are an humble mind.

Reference to the context: This stanza has been taken from the poem '"The Scholar' composed by
Robert Southey.

In these lines the poet tells us how he gains from reading the books of the great authors. His life is
completely one with theirs. He has the same hopes and fears.

Explanation: When he reads their books he thinks as the authors thought. He has the same feelings.
He knows about the past fully well. He feels that he is living in those days. He sees good qualities in
them. He loves those qualities. He sees their bad qualities and dislikes them. While reading
hopeless things becomes full of hope. He is afraid of the bad things that they feared. They learnt
their lessons from life. When he reads about them he humbly forms rules of conduct for himself.

My hopes in the dust.

Reference to the context: These stanza has been taken from the poem '"The Scholar' Composed by
Robert Southey. The poet hopes that he too will be remembered like the great authors of the past.
He will soon be with them after his death.

Explanation: The poet has the same hopes as the great authors of the past had. Very soon he will die
and will be with them. They will be remembered in the future. He too will be remembered with
them. And in this world too, people will remember him. He earnestly hopes that he will not be
forgotten entirely.

2. Write the centralidea of the poem 'The scholar'.

Ans: The central idea of the poem 'The Scholar' by Robert Southey is that books by great ancient authors have
great importance in our life. They help us in our joys and sorrows. We can learn from their experience
and frame rules of conduct for ourselves. A scholar who devotes his time to them will have a place with
those authors and will be remembered like them.

3

Education of Nature

EXERCISE
1. Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context:
Three years my own.

@

U.P. Series

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Education of Nature'
composed by William Wordsworth.

The poet tells us how Nature decided to take Lucy as her own child and train her to be a perfect lady.
Nature was attracted by Lucy who was very lovely. She was a very beautiful girl of only three

years.
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Explanation: Lucy was three years old. She had seen every kind of weather. She had seen sunshine
and she had seen rain. Nature saw her and liked her, and said that a child more beautiful than Lucy
was never born. She decided to take her and train her to become a lady according to her own ideals.

(ii) Myself or restrain.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Education of Nature'
composed by William Wordsworth.
The poet tells us that Nature decided to look after Lucy at every place. Nature would check her from
doing improper things and would encourage her to do right things.
Explanation: Nature said that she loved Lucy very much. She would do everything for Lucy. She
would have the rules to guide her conduct. She would be her sudden inclination to act. Lucy may be
at these different places— hills, plain, earth, sky, open spaces or shady places. Wherever she is,
Nature will be with her. Lucy will know that some power can see everything that she does. This
power encourages her to do the right things. It holds her back if she goes the way which is not proper
and desirable.

(iii) She things.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Education of Nature'
composed by William Wordsworth.
Here Nature says how happy and comfortable Lucy will be in the midst of natural things. She will
see animals. She will feel the presence of non-living things. From them she will learn how to lead a
happy life.
Explanation: Nature says that she will allow Lucy all freedom. She will jump freely and playfully
like the fawn that is mad with joy and jumps across the lawn or up the mountain. She will also gain
from the inanimate things of nature. She will get the comfort that flows out of these and will learn
from them in silence and peace.
Comment: In the first line there is a simile in the words 'sportive as the fawn'.

(iv) The floating sympathy
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Education of Nature'
composed by William Wordsworth.
Nature says how Lucy will learn graceful movements from things in nature. She will learn from the
cloud and the willow and even from the storm.
Explanation: The clouds floating in the sky have great dignity. Their movement is very easy. The
clouds will teach Lucy how to move in a dignified manner. The willow bends in a very graceful
manner. The willow will bend in presence of Lucy so that she may learn how to bend gracefully. The
storm appears very violent and fearful. But it has attractive movements. Lucy will see those
movements too. She will understand and enjoy the force that moves the storm. She will have similar
feelings and learn those movements without it. All these manners will make her body charming.

(v) Thestars her face.

Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Education of Nature'
composed by William Wordsworth.
Here Nature says what Lucy will gain from stars and streams. All these things will increase the
beauty ofher face.
Explanation: The stars are brightest in the middle of the night. Lucy will see them and love them.
Small streams move around freely and are sometimes hidden. They carry on their water in a dancing
manner. Lucy will put her ear down to hear their sound. She will be very much charmed by this
sound. Her happy feelings will appear on her face and her face will grow beautiful.

(vi) And vital happy dell.
Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Education of Nature'
composed by William Wordsworth.
Here Nature says how she will help Lucy's body grow with good thoughts. From Nature she will get
joy. That joy will help her body to grow.
Explanation: Nature says that Lucy will live with her happily in that small valley surrounded by
trees. She will put very good thoughts in Lucy's mind. Those thoughts will produce very strong
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(viii)

feelings of joy. These feelings will be full of vigour and will help her body to grow to a majestic size.
Her pure breast will rise and grow fully.

Thus Nature .......cceeeerveeucnee more will be.

Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Education of Nature'
composed by William Wordsworth.

The poet tells us that Nature took Luck away. Her life was soon over. The poet was left alone.
Explanation: Nature had said that she would take Lucy and train her to be an ideal lady. Nature
took her away. But her life ended very soon. Lucy died and the poet was left alone. Lucy was gone.
Only somethings were left behind with the poet. The wasteland and the peaceful scene was there.
He also remembered past things. He was sad to think that those things will never take place again.
He will never see Lucy and her manners and movements.

2. Write the central idea of the poem 'Education of nature'.

Ans:

U.P. Series

The central idea of the poem 'Education of Nature' by William Wordsworth is that Nature is the best

teacher for a child. Nature can inspire good ideas and check wrong actions. Every part of Nature—
animals, mountains, clouds, willow, stars, even the storm can impart some training of good and graceful
conduct to humans. The joy in Nature is the greatest nourishment.

@

(i)

(iii)

To the Pupils

EXERCISE

Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context :

Expanding like the petals their strength.

Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'To the Pupils' composed by
Henry L. Derozio.

Here the teacher tells us how the power of mind of his pupils grows. Their mind opens and they are
eager to test the strength of their mind.

Explanation: In the beginning, the pupils do not have much power of the mind. Their minds are
closed. Then they open like the buds of flowers. The buds spread their petals. The pupils open their
minds. Ignorance had closed their minds tightly. That ignorance was like magic. It grows weak.
Their minds are free. The powers of their mind now try to do what they can. They are like young
birds. These birds try to fly in the summer season. In the same way the pupils try to use their
intelligence and imagination when they find them stronger.

Of circumstances omnipotence!

Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'To the Pupils' composed by
Henry L. Derozio.

Here the teacher tells us how pupils begin to worship truth which is all powerful. Fresh knowledge
and experience have helped them to know truth.

Explanation: Changing conditions influence the pupils. Things, that they learn in the beginning,
open up just as the first showers of rain in April refresh things on earth. They are gradually aware of
many new things. This knowledge has its effect. All these things help them to understand the truth.
They find that the truth is all powerful. They worship the truth.

What joyance in vain.

Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'To the Pupils' composed by
Henry L. Derozio.

In these lines the teacher think about the future when his pupils will be great men. They will achieve
much success and honour. The teacher imagines it and feels happy as he has achieved something in
his life.

Explanation: The poet thinks of the future. He sees that his pupils will become great and famous.
They are not yet famous. But the future is preparing garlands of honour for them. This idea brings
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great happiness to the poet. He is also contented. His life had been successful. By giving proper
finishing the teacher has moulded his pupils as nobles. And this achievement of his surpluses his
contentment.

2. Write the centralidea of the poem 'To the Pupils'.

Ans: The central idea of the poem 'To the Pupils' is the joy felt by the teacher on watching the gradual
development of his pupils. Their minds which are just opening will grow strong. They will gain
knowledge of various kinds. They will know and worship truth. Ultimately they will achieve great
success and honour. He will be happy to feel that his life is successful.

S

O Captain! My Captain!

EXERCISE
1. Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context :
O Captain! daring.

@

(i)

(iii)

@iv)

U.P. Series

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'O Captain! My Captain!'
composed by Walt Whitman.

The poet describes the great joy after success and victory in the Civil War of America. The Southern
states, who fought against the abolition of slavery, were defeated.

Explanation: The poet calls the President Abraham Lincoln, the captain of the ship. The difficult
voyage is over. They have won the war and achieved their object. Their ship has passed every
obstacle. The government has solved every difficulty. They have achieved their aim. Slavery has
been abolished. Peace has been achieved. The bells are ringing in the church. They are celebrating
the victory. There is great rejoicing. The government has proved to be firm and courageous. The
people are looking with admiration at the government.

But O heart! and dead.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'O Captain! My Captain!'
composed by Walt Whitman.

The poet expresses grief over the death of Abraham Lincoln, who has steered the ship of America as
a captain through rough waters of the Civil War successfully and gained victory for his people. But
how sad that he is assassinated soon after victory!

Explanation: The scene changes. The President has been assassinated. The poet looks at him. He
cries in sorrow. There are drops of blood. The Captain is lying on the floor of the ship. The President
is lying dead on his post of duty. His body is cold and lifeless. He is dead.

O Captain! turning.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'O Captain! My Captain!'
composed by Walt Whitman.

Here the poet describes the great welcome that is waiting for the President. He requests the
President to rise up and see all these things. The people are impatient to welcome him.
Explanation: The poet tries to awaken the dead President. He tells him what he sees. The Church
bells are ringing. The flag has been unfurled. The bugle is sounding. All these things have been done
to welcome him and honour him. There is a very large crowd of people. They have brought bunches
and garlands of flowers. They wish to present these things to the President. The poet calls upon the
President to get up and see all these things. The crowd is very eager to see him. In impatience the
whole crowd moves this way and that. They are eagerly looking for him in all directions. They are
calling for him.

Here, dead.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'O Captain! My Captain!'
composed by Walt Whitman.

The poet believes that the President is alive and tries to support him up. He does not admit that he is
really dead.
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Ans:
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V)

@iv)

Explanation: The poet requests the President to get up and see all things. Now he helps him to get
up. He puts his own hand under the head of the President. He tries to support him up. He says that the
President is not dead. It is only a dream that he has died. It is not a true fact. The President is not dead
and should getup.

My Captain ........coeeeveeevernennes won.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'O Captain! My Captain!'
composed by Walt Whitman.

The poet at last finds that the President is dead in the hour of victory. He has no signs of life in his
body.

Explanation: The poet placed his hand under the President's head. The President did not move. So
the poet admits that he is dead. There is no reply from the President. His lips are white and
bloodless. They do not move. There is no sign of life in him. There is no response to the poet's hand.
The President's pulse is not beating. He does not show any desire to act. The ship is lying at anchor.
The government has no danger. It has achieved success. It undertook a dangerous task. That work
has been completed.

Exult dead.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'O Captain! My Captain!'
composed by Walt Whitman.

The poet is now certain that the President is dead. He will mourn for him while the people are
celebrating the victory with joy.

Explanation: The poet allows everybody to rejoice. Let them be happy. Let them ring the bell of the
church with joy. But he will not rejoice. He will walk about on the deck, full of sorrow and
lamentation. His captain is lying dead and lifeless. He will live in the country. But he will not rejoice
atthe victory. He will lament for the President.

Write the central idea of the poem 'O Captain! My Captain,

The central idea of the poem 'O Captain! My Captain!' composed by Walt Whitman is the mixture of
grief with joy at assassination of President Abraham Lincoln after his victory and achievement. The poet
shows the great joy at the victory. Everyone is full of love and respect for the President. They want to
celebrate the victory. They want to honour him. But he lies dead. He has died during his duty. Let people
rejoice. But poet will mourn for the President.

From 'Dover Beach'

EXERCISE
Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context :
Ah, for pain.

®

(i)

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Dover Beach!' composed
by Matthew Arnold.

The poet says that world is much worse than what it appears to be. It appears beautiful but the good
things are notinit.

Explanation: Arnold says that we assume the world as beautiful and charming as the place which
we see in dreams. The world is full of variety of different places and we find something new at every
place. But the most important things like the real happiness is not present in the world. Men are
ignorant and we do not get love from our fellow beings. There is no peace. Jealousy and hatred had
become a part of human nature. Only we can help each other and maintain love and peace in the
world. So, men should help and support one another.

And we are by night.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Dover Beach' composed by
Matthew Arnold.
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The poet describes the condition of people that how they had become ignorant and are fighting with
each other.

Explanation: Arnold says that man does not know what he is doing. He is busy in dangerous and
silly work. The world is in darkness. We can see nothing clearly. Some are fighting. Some are
running away. There are cries of fear and warning. Nothing is clear about these cries. We do not
know what they are. But we are moved along by them. We are acting aimlessly. People do not know
what they are fighting for. They meet in conflict without any knowledge about their opponents.

2. Write the centralidea of the poem From 'Dover Beach'.
Ans: The central idea of the poem 'Dover Beach' is that sincerity for one another is the only hope for man in
this world. In truth the world is without any joy. There is no peace. There is no certainty. Men dimly feel
that they must act but they do not clearly know why they are struggling in the dark.

7

Our Casuarina Tree

EXERCISE
1. Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context :
Likea men repose.

@

(i)

(iii)

U.P. Series

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Our Casuarina Tree'
composed by Toru Dutt.

In this stanza the tree has been described in detail. The tree is strong, large and beautiful and has a
feeling of mystery about it.

Explanation: The casuarina tree in their garden is very tall and strong. It is one of the largest trees.
It is reaching up to the stars. Its trunk is rough. A thick and strong creeper is tightly embracing the
whole length of this tree, like a huge serpent twisting itself round it. There are deep marks on the
trunk made by the twisting of the creeper. The creeper's hold is so tight that it could have killed
another tree. But this tree is brave and strong. It is not at all troubled by the embrace of the creeper. It
is wearing the creeper like a scarf. There are deep red flower on the creeper. They are hanging in the
bunches on all the branches of the tree. Birds and bees perch on the flowers all day. Sometimes they
sing during the night. It appears that the sweet song will never end. They will go on singing in the
dark while men are enjoying their sleep.

When snow enmassed.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Our Casuarina Tree'
composed by Toru Dutt.

In this stanza we have the scene of the tree in the morning. The tree and its surroundings make a
beautiful sight.

Explanation: When it is dawn Toru Dutt opens her window. She sees the tree first of all. She is full
ofjoy at the scene. In winter sometimes there is a very beautiful scene. On the top of the tree there is
a grey baboon. He does not move at all because he is attentively looking at the rising sun. He looks
like a statue. His small and weak young ones are playing. They are springing from one bough of the
tree to another. The Kokilas are singing to welcome the day. Their song is filling the sky. Cows are
walking lazily as if in sleep. They are going to graze in the pasture. The large shadow of the tree
forms a kind of tent below it. It is very vast and beautiful. Water—lilies come out on it. They are in
such a heap that it appears that snow has been gathered there.

Butnot may reach.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Our Casuarina Tree'
composed by Toru Dutt.

The poetess here is suddenly full of old memories. She feels sad to think of bygone days. All those
feelings are described in this stanza.

Explanation: The poetess loves the tree very deeply. But she does not love for its splendid
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appearance. She remembers other things. They make the tree dear to her. In the past, when she was a
child she played under this tree with her friends. She remembers those friends. Time will pass.
Things will change. She will always love this tree very deeply because she friends played there with
her. Whenever she thinks of this tree she will see them before her under the tree. She will feel sad.
She will weep. She will not be able to see because of her tears. As she talks of her sorrow she hears
something. It is a low lamentation. The sound is like that sound which is produced when the waves
of the sea strike at the shore which is full of pebbles. At first she does not know what it is. Then she
knows it. The tree is grieving. What the tree says is not clear. It is full of mystery. It frightens. It is
very likely that this lamentation of the tree will reach some strange country.

Write the centralidea of the poem 'Our Casuarina Tree'.

The central idea of the poem 'Our Casuarina Tree' by Toru Dutt centred round that tree in their garden. It
calls up old memories and makes the poetess sad. A sadness rises from the tree too. The poetess first
thinks of the beauty of the tree and its scene. Then she thinks of the good old days when she played under
it with her friends. Her sadness is touching. She feels that the tree is lamenting. The lamentation will
reach some other country too. Thus the poem has the joy and also the sorrow caused by old memories.
The tree is their source.

If

EXERCISE
Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context :
If you can keep their doubting too.

M

(i)

Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the poem "If" composed by Rudyard
Kipling.

The poet is pointing the qualities to become a good human being and succeed in life.

Explanation: We should not lose our temperament even if others are blaming us for their fault. To
be a good human being and to succeed in life, we should keep calm when other people around us are
losing their cool. Losing the temper does not solve a problem and keeping patience makes us think
wisely to face those tough situations, and finally you will find a solution. We should have the faith in
ourselves, even when others doubt us. But after that, we should give some importance to their doubt
too and try to find out what may be the reason for their suspicion. So, By keeping faith in ourselves
we make sure that we don't get demoralized or disheartened. And, by allowing others' doubt a little
space of thought, we ensure that we are not doing something wrong knowingly or unknowingly.

If you can wait too wise.

Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the poem "If" composed by Rudyard
Kipling.

The poet is pointing at qualities like hard work to be successful in life.

Explanation: We should work hard and wait for the result patiently. We should not get tired by
waiting for a positive response. There are a number of examples in real life where people miss big
opportunities only by losing their patience. Moreover, the proverb "Hurry will bury you," teaches
that, we should have patience. People may lie about us to others, but we should not indulge
ourselves in lies and should always remain touthful. If we are mislead or tempted to lie, people
would ultimately discover the truth and will never believe us anymore. So, its important to speak
the truth even if that hurts us. People may show their hatred towards us, yet we should not hate them.
‘We should show our love and respect to others. No man or woman is perfect in this world. Everyone
has his strengths and weaknesses. We have to accept that and respect them for the good qualities in
them. We should not pretend as a good person or talk too wisely with common people, even after
possessing such qualities. Because after acquiring all these good qualities, people generally feel
proud, boastful and tend to show off how good they are. But, the poet warns us not to do so. If we do
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this, others would feel uncomfortable in our company and avoid us. Moreover others may try to
prove us wrong at any cost, leading to an unhealthy competition.

(iii) Ifyoucandream just the same.
Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the poem "If" composed by Rudyard
Kipling.

The poet s telling the importance of dreams and face both joy and sorrow with similar treatment.
Explanation: To do something bigger, we should dream first. But we should not to be guided by
unrealistic dreams. If dreams take the driver's seat, we would get detached from reality and
eventually fail. We should dream to reach great heights in life, but keeping the reality in mind. We
should be able to think over a matter, but should not make the thoughts our aim. So, our thinking
should not be misleading us and should not detached us away from the large. Life is a combination
of success and failure, joy and sorrow, good times and bad times. We should accept both and face
both situations with similar treatment. The poet personifies Triumph and Disaster, and calls them
'two imposters'. People become too happy in success and this reduces our chances to reach higher
goals. Again, at bad times, if we are too grieved, we may lose our faith and confidence. In both
cases, our regular course of work is hampered. That is why the poet calls triumph and disaster 'two
imposters'. He asks us to treat those deceivers similarly, with a smiling face. In short, we should not
be too happy or too sad under any circumstances.

(iv) Ifyoucanbear worn—out tools.
Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the poem "If" composed by Rudyard
Kipling.

The poet is telling the importance of patience, tolerance and mental toughness.

Explanation: We have to bear the tough situations where we see that our speech or statement is
distorted by someone to befool others. Very often we see that people misinterpret or even
deliberately distort our words to use it in their favour. We should not lose our temper hearing that.
Rather we should tolerate that, ensuring we have spoken the truth. We should be clam and patience
even after seeing that our favourite thing that we built with all our effort and time is broken. Then we
have to pick up the scattered parts and build it all over again. This is another key to getting to the top
of'the world, according to the poet. To keep our cool is not easy in such a situation. But patience and
the mental toughness would help us build them again.

(v) Ifyoucanmakeone about your loss.
Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the poem "If" composed by Rudyard
Kipling.

The poet is telling that sometime we should take risk to achieve much greater success butif we loose
then stay calm without uttering a word about that loss and rebuild.

Explanation: We should be able to accumulate all we have and take arisk in one turn of the game of
pitch—and—toss. We may lose the game and all our possessions. But we have to stay calm without
uttering a word about that loss and rebuilt it from the beginning. Here the poet talks about the
capability of taking big risks to achieve much greater success and keeping quiet even if we lose the
bet. This is yet another aspect of our mental toughness that we need to possess.

(vi) Ifyoucanforce "Hold on!"
Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the poem "If" composed by Rudyard
Kipling.

The poet continues the same theme of mental strength and the power of Will.

Explanation: We have to force our body (heart and nerve) to serve us even after it has lost the
strength due to old age or illness. Thus we should keep on working driven by the strong "Will
power" which would keep us to 'hold on' compelling us to do our job. If we want to do something
great from our heart, the Will inside us would prevent the body from getting tired and hopeless.
Indeed, there goes a proverb, "Where there is a Will there is a way."

(vii) Ifyou can talk too much.
Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the poem "If" composed by Rudyard
Kipling.
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The poet tells us that we should built healthy relationship with people form every class of the
society and how this will help us.

Explanation: We should stay in touch with people from every class of the society. We should be
able to talk with common mass without losing our virtue or moral values. Again, we should be able
to walk with kings without going beyond the reach of the common people. The common touch
would help us realize the reality and feel the needs of the society. On the other hand, the noble touch
would give us the power and opportunity to reach higher goals. We should build ourselves strong
enough, mentally and physically, so that neither enemies nor loving friends can hurt us. Moreover,
we should develop healthy relationship with everyone around us, and should not allow anyone to
harm us. We have to develop our personality the right way, so that everyone supports us. [f we allow
someone to give us too much importance, we may be emotionally bound. That may restrict our
freedom and prevent us from doing our duty.

Ifyou can fill my son!

Reference to context: These lines have been taken from the poem "If" composed by Rudyard
Kipling.

In these lines the poet is telling the importance of time.

Explanation: Time is precious and it (minute) is here called unforgiving, as it wait for none and
doesn't forgive him who wastes it. We should utilize every minute of our life in productive work.
Wasting time is not something we can afford in our short lifespan. We can win this earth and
everything in it. We can go to top of the world and rule over everything. We would be a complete and
perfect human being. We should not forget that the poet wrote this poem for his son, as it is
addressed in the very last line. The poet wanted to show his son the right way to be a future leader.
But it has inspired many a man in their journey of life on earth so far.

2. Write the centralidea of the poem 'If".

Ans: The central idea of the poem 'If ' the composed by Rudyard Kipling is that success comes from self-
control and a true sense of the values of the things. Although in extremes danger lies. A man must not lose
heart because of doubts and opposition. He must not be deceived into thinking either triumph or disaster.
He will be considered a real man only if he has all the virtues described in the poem. He should have
qualities of the head and the heart such as self reliance and ambition. He should have great strength and
courage. He should have will power. And he should have self-control.

Nightingales

EXERCISE
1. Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context :
Beautiful must long!

@

(i)

U.P. Series

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Nightingales' composed by
Robert Bridges.

The poet relies upon his individual impressions and reaction when he actually heard nightingales
singing. Thatis why he says something that is new and striking.

Explanation: The poet thinks that the mountains from where the nightingales come must be
beautiful. He imagines that the streams where from the nightingales learn their song might be
shining in the valleys which are full of fruits. He asks the nightingales where are those forests that
are bright with beautiful flowers. The poet wishes to wander among those flowers which bloom all
the year in that enchanting and pure atmosphere.

Nay, our art.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Nightingales' composed by
Robert Bridges.

The poet thinks that the mountains from where the nightingales come must be beautiful. The
streams from which they learn their song must be bright. He wishes to wander among the flowers
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which bloom the year long in the wood where the nightingales live.

Explanation: The nightingales say that the imagination of the poet is not correct. They say that
those mountains bear no trees and plants. They are barren. The streams are not shining. They are
dry. Their song is the voice of their unfulfilled desire. It remains in their thoughts. Their song
expresses the violent pain of their heart. Their vague dreams and ideals cannot be properly
expressed in song or sigh, in spite of all their skills. The imaginary pictures of a happy state of things
for which they had been yearning cannot be expressed by their song.

Alone, the dawn.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'Nightingales' composed by
Robert Bridges.

The nightingales say that their song is the voice of their unfulfilled desire. It remains in their
memory. Though they are expert in singing, their vague dreams and ideals cannot properly be
expressed in song or sigh.

Explanation: The nightingales say that they alone pour their mysterious secret loudly in the
charmed ear of men during the night time. That secret is the pain of their heart and yearning of the
unrealized dreams. When the day dawns and the beauty of the landscape is again visible, countless
birds wake up in the morning and begin singing. Then the nightingales lose themselve in reverie in
the day-time when the world is busy and awake.

2. Write the central idea of the poem 'Nightingales'.

Ans: The central idea of the poem 'Nightingales' composed by Robert Bridges is that his nightingales are not
happy birds singing their song in rapture. The song of the nightingales does not express perfection
attained. But it expresses the yearning for the unattainable perfection. It gives utterance to the pain
which we feel when we long for a happier state of things. The nightingales symbolize man's frustrations
inachieving perfect happiness in life or in creating a world of ideal beauty.
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The Palalnquin Bearers

EXERCISE
1. Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context :
Lightly, on astring.

@

(i)

U.P. Series

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'The "Palanquin Bearers'
composed by Sarojini Naidu.

The palanquin bearers describe the easy movements of the palanquin as they carry it along. They
compare it to the lightest things.

Explanation: The palanquin bearers say that they carry the palanquin without feeling any weight.
They sing as they move on. The palanquin moves from side to side like a flower in the wind. They
feel that their song moves it. When a bird touches the foam on a stream and moves forward on it, the
movement is very soft. The movement of the palanquin is soft like that of the bird. Laughter has no
weight and goes forward very lightly. The laughter of a person who is dreaming in his sleep is much
softer. The movement of the palanquin is as soft as that of laughter. The palanquin bearers move
forward cheerfully and smoothly. They carry the palanquin so softly as a pearl on a string.
Comments: 1. The pronoun 'she' has been used for the palanquin to show greater respect and
affection. It has a good impression.

2. The description of the movement of the palanquin is perfect and the similes are in accord with
nature and time. Every simile brings before us the light movement of the palanquin.

Softly on a string.

Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'The 'Palanquin Bearers'
composed by Sarojini Naidu.
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The palanquin bearers describe the easy movements of the palanquin as they carry it along. They
compare it to the very light things.

Explanation: The palanquin bearers say that they carry the palanquin softly. She looks very
charming in the midst of the song that they sing as they move along. She looks so charming as the
rainbow coloured reflection of a star in a drop of dew. When the palanquin bounces by its bamboo
like a beam reflected on the wave. The palanquin moves in the same manner when they carry it.
When they place it down she comes down so softly as a tear from the eyes of the bride. A bride
weeps slowly and her tears roll down very softly. They move forward lightly and smoothly singing
asong. They carry the palanquin so softly as a pearl on a string.

2. Write the centralidea of the poem 'The Palanquin Bearers'.

Ans: The careful movement of palanquin is the central idea of the poem 'The Palanquin Bearers' composed by
Sarojini Naidu. The main thing is its carefulness. Every movement is light and careful. All the things,
that it is compared to move lightly and carefully. Its floating and falling is compared to a laugh and a tear.
The springing of the beam and the movement of the pearl of a string have a pictorial quality.
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The Light of Asia

EXERCISE

Long Answer Type Questions
1.

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

What disturbed the calm of Siddartha's mind even among the pleasures and luxuries of the
palace?
Introduction: King Suddhodana had arranged many pleasures for prince Siddartha. He was afraid that
if Siddhartha saw the pain of the world he would become a hermit. But many things disturbed the calm of
his mind. He was unhappy even among the pleasures and luxuries of the palace.
Call of the world: While sleeping, Siddartha would hear the call of the world. He would startle up and
cry that he was coming. There was pity in his eyes.
Call of the Devas: One day the wind made music in the veena. The Devas were singing their message to
Siddartha. They told him that life was like the wind. He was to save the world. His time had come. He
should rise now.
Chitra's story: The maid, Chitra told a story of a wonderful distant land and of a magic horse. Her story
reminded him of the wind's song in the veena.
Conclusion: All these things disturbed the calm of Siddhartha's mind. He wanted to see the world and
the peopleinit.
What does the Prince say about life and the world in the poem 'The Light of Asia'?
Introduction: The poem depicts the philosophy of the noble hero and reformer prince Gautam, the
founder of Buddhism. He tried to understand the true meaning of human life and find out the solution for
sufferings. He felt mental unrest. Some unknown things troubled his mind. Often the calm of his mind
was disturbed. In his sleep he would suddenly startle up. He would cry wildly, "Oh world! I hear! 1
come!" It seemed as if the world was calling him.
Embodiment of love and pity: He was very kind and pitiful. He had sympathy for all. When
Yashodhara was frightened to see his star the, he would smile to cheer her. He patted with love the sakya
boy who had spread flowers before his chariot. When he sees the sick man, he treats him with
compassion and kindness.
My story of life: None is immortal here in this world. The suffering humanity is caught in as unending
cycle of life and death, pleasure and pain. Happiness would always end in sorrow; youth would always
be followed by old age; love would result in detachment and loss and life would inevitably be followed
by death.
Conclusion: Siddartha declared, "I would not let one cry whom I could save."
Why did King Suddhodana send words to his people to decorate the city and make it look gay and
happy for the Prince's visit?
Introduction: King Suddhodana was told that prince Siddartha wanted to go out and see the world. He
ordered special preparations for the following reasons:
Not proper to check: The king knew that the Prince was no more a small child. He had a good wife and
every pleasure. It was time for him to see other things. Moreover it was not good to check his desire. He
might suspect something.
Precaution was necessary: But the king was very cautious. He wanted him to be a great King. If he saw
the pain in the world he would become a saint. So the King wanted to keep all painful sights away from
him. Ifthe city was decorated the Prince would see beautiful scenes. It was to look happy and gay so that
the Prince might think that all life was charming. If he saw sickness, old age or other trouble he would
leave the world and become a saint.
Describe the seven visions which the King Suddhodana saw.

or
Give the interpretation of the seven visions which the King Suddhodhana saw.
Introduction: 'The Light of Asia' is a well-known epic of Sir Edwin Arnold. In it, he has described the
immortal and great deeds of prince Siddartha viz. Mahatma Buddha. Once, the King Suddhodana saw
seven horrible visions in his dream. They belonged to prince Siddartha. These seven visions are as
follows:
A flag: First of all, the King saw a flag. It was a broad and splendid flag. A golden sun was shining on it.
Suddenly a strong wind tore it. Then it was taken up by a group of shadowy persons. They went towards
East.
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Ans:

Ans:

It meant that old faiths would change and new faiths would take their place.

Ten elephants: In the second vision, the King saw ten elephants with white tusks. On the foremost
elephant, was the Prince. They were marching on the Southern road.

It meant that the Prince would get ten great gifts of wisdom and shake the world with them.

A chariot: Then he saw a chariot with dazzling light drawn by four fearful horses. Their breath was
smoke and the foam and in their mouths was fire. The Prince was sitting in it.

It meant that four horses were four virtues which would help the Prince to get knowledge.

A wheel: In this vision, the King saw a wheel. It was made of gold. It was moving fast with a sweet
sound.

It meant that the wheel of perfect law and Prince will show the perfect law to the world.

A drum: In the fifth vision, he saw a huge drum on which the Prince was beating with an iron road. Its
sound was like thunder.

It meant that like the sound of drum, the Budda's teaching would spread in every corner of the world.

A tower: In the sixth vision, there was a huge tower. It was touching the clouds. The prince stood on its
top. He was scattering jewels in every direction.

It meant that rising of tower was the spread of Buddhism and jewels were his teachings.

Six men: In the seventh vision, the king heard a noise of lamentation. Six men were weeping and
grinding their teeth. They closed their mouths with their hands. They were very sad.

It meant that the weeping six men were the men whom the Prince would give knowledge.

Conclusion: Thus these were seven horrible visions seen by the king. The king was very upset and
disturbed by them.

Sketch the character of Channa. Who is Channa? Discuss his role and importance in the poem.
Introduction: Channa is a good servant of Prince. During the first visit of prince Siddartha, he goes with
him as a charioteer. During the second visit the Prince dresses like a merchant and Channa is in the guise
ofhis clerk. When the Prince asks him to return to the place, he obeys him willingly.

A man of worldly knowledge: Channa has got knowledge about the world. Living in a palace the Prince
did not know what old age, sickness and death were. He explains these things to the Prince very cleverly.
During his visits the Prince asks him what he sees. The Prince was satisfied with Channa's answers.

His answer: Channa is not only a guide but a philosopher also. He explains death and old age like a
philosopher. During first visit the Prince asked, "What is old age?" Channa replied that old age comes to
all and makes a man weak and toothless. During his second visit he said that sickness comes to all in
many ways. Death isunavoidable and ends of a life. No man is immortal.

His importance: Channa has played very important role in the poem. He is an obedient servant, a
philosopher, a companion of the Prince. He conceals nothing from the Prince. He moves the story and is
present at every point in the poem. The Prince could not know the reality of the world without Channa's
answers.

Sketch the character of prince Siddartha?

Principal character: Prince Siddartha is the principal character in the poem 'The Light of Asia'. He is
named Siddartha at the time of his birth. When he attains Enlightenment (Highest knowledge), he is
known as the Buddha, or "The Enlightened-one'. Still later his followers called him 'Sakya muni'.

His birth and parentage: Siddartha was the son of king Suddhodana, who ruled in Kapilvastu. His
mother was queen Mahamaya. Legends say that many miracles were happened at the time of his birth.
His thoughtful nature: Siddartha was very thoughtful by nature. He would sit for hours lost in deep
thoughts. The king tried to divert his attention, but all in vain.

His mental unrest: He felt mental unrest. Some unknown things troubled his mind. Often the calm of
his mind was disturbed. In his sleep he would suddenly startle up. He would cry wildly,"Oh world! 1
hear! Icome!" It seemed as if the world was calling him.

Embodiment of love and pity: He was very kind and pitiful. He had sympathy for all. when Yashodhara
was frightened to see his startles, he would smile to cheer her. He patted with love the sakya boy who had
spread flowers before his chariot. When he sees the sick man, he treats him with compassion and
kindness.

A divine soul: Siddartha was a divine soul. He was a man of destiny. He was born to show the path of
salvation to mankind. He was sent into this world to find deliverance from birth and death. He was
destined to be the saviour of mankind.

Narrate in short the conversation that took place between the Prince and Channa while the Prince
was holding the sick man?
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Ans:

Ans:

Ans:

10.
Ans:

11.
Ans:

Fatal disease: When Siddartha saw a sick man he asked Channa why the man sighed and could not
speak. Channareplied that some fatal disease had attacked him.

How it came: The Prince asked if others were suffering or could suffer. Channa replied that it comes to
everyone in different forms. The Prince asked "Come such ills unobserved?" "Secretly and suddenly,"
replied Channa.

Effect on men: The Prince said, "Then all men live in fear?" Channa replied that they did. The Prince
asked him if none could say that he would wake up as healthy as he was when he went to sleep. Channa
replied, "None."

The end: Then the Prince asked Channa if all sickness make man weak and old. Channa replied if men
lived long enough it did. The Prince asked Channa what happened if men could not bear this pain or bore
itand grew older. Channa replied that they die. "All must die."

What was the effect of the hermit's prediction about the future of the Prince of the King of
Kapilvastu?

Ahermit named Asita who lived in the mountains not far away, came down to the palace. He prophesied
the future greatness of the child. He predicted: "This Prince, if he remains in the palace after his youth,
will become a great king to rule the Four Seas. But if he forsakes the worldly life to embrace a religious
life, he will become a Buddha and the world's Saviour.

Effect on the king: At first, the king was pleased because of the prophecy, but later became troubled at
the thought of the possibility of his only son leaving the palace to become a homeless recluse.

The king was increasingly worried as he recalled the hermit's prophecy. He tried in every possible way to
divert his mind to other directions. He arranged Siddartha's marriage with a beautiful princess
Yashodhara at the age of nineteen.

Describe the scene when the Prince saw a procession of the dead body and its cremation.

The funeral procession: In the end the Prince saw a dead man. Some people were lamenting. They were
going quickly towards the river. The first person had an earthen bowl with lighted coals in it. Behind him
were the relatives of the dead man. Their heads were shaved. They were not dressed in the normal
manner. They were crying, "O Rama, Rama, hear! Call upon Rama, brothers." Behind them was a bier
made with bamboo poles.

The dead man: The dead man lay on the bier. His feet were towards the front. Red and yellow dust had
been sprinkled on him. At the cross—roads they turned the bier. Now his head was towards the front.
Cremation: They took the dead man to the pile of wood near the river. They laid him on the pile and built
up the fuel. Then they set flame to the four corners. The whole body was burnt to ashes.

Why did the sight of the old, the sick and the dead man move the Prince so deeply?

On seeing the old man: During his first visit the Prince saw an old man. This made the Prince
thoughtful. He sat throughout the night without sleep. His chief thought was how love can be saved from
time that destroys everything.

On seeing the sick man: During his second visit the Prince first saw a sick man. Channa told him that
disease comes to all in different shapes at its own time. He now felt how uncertain life is.

On seeing the dead man: He saw the dead man and his cremation. All was burnt to ashes. This moved
him very deeply. Channa told him that this is the fate of every man, and man has to face it again and
again. Siddartha's eyes were full of tears. He looked with pity from the earth to the sky. He now saw
clearly what life is. But he felt certain that there must be help.

"Itis enough, my eyes have seen enough!' Who says this and why?

The speaker: Prince Siddartha said these words. When prince Siddhartha saw the end of the life of man,
he said this.

First sight: When the Prince was living in comfort in the palace he wanted to see the world. He saw the
old man. This disappointed him, but he wanted to see more.

Last two sights: He again went out. This time he saw the sick man groaning in great pain. He saw the
fear of life. He wanted to know about the end of life. He saw the dead man. He saw how he was burnt to
ashes. He knew about the whole life of man.

His decision: The world had called him. He had seen the sufferings of the world. He had seen that he was
like all men. Men cry upon their gods for help. But they are not helped. The gods may be so feeble that
they are helpless. He exclaims that it is not becoming of God if he leaves his work miserable. His path in
life had changed. He would save man. He had begun to think what help there could be for man. So he said
that nothing more remained to see.
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Ans:
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What was the effect of Chitra's story on the mind of the Prince?

Chitra, the maid servant of prince Siddhartha told him a story of a wonderful distant land and of a magic
horse. Her, story reminded him of the winds song in the veena. He asked if there was a land where the
great sun rolled into the waves. The Prince was surprised that who hailed the sun's rays first were the
children of the morning. His heart panted to see the peoples of the evening. He had an ache in his heart
which could not be wiped off by his wife Yashodhara kisses. He asked Chitra to bring that swift horse
and place his palace on its back so that he might see the spread of the earth. He wished, if that horse was
notavailable, than bring the wings of a vulture to fly to the tops of the Himalayas that he might see things
which he had never seen.

Figures of Speech

Indicate if the sentence is an example of a simile, metaphor or hyperbole:

The paper is as light as a feather. Simile
The ocean was araging bull. Metaphor
Anapple a day keeps the doctor away. Hyperbole
The streetlight was my security guard. Metaphor
A gentle summer wind feels like a soft cotton sheet. Simile
The ship plows the sea. Hyperbole
Her eyes shone like stars in the night sky. Simile
Allthe world'is a stage. Hyperbole
My little brother eats like a pig. Simile
The tears flowed like ariver. Simile
His fame is rising to the skies. Hyperbole
Mom tore through my messy room looking for it. Hyperbole
The mayor's voice was a strong weapon. Hyperbole
The horse moved with lightning speed. Hyperbole
Jim s as stubborn as amule. Simile

Choose the figure of speech used in the following lines:
The camel is the ship of the desert.

(i) Metaphor (i1) Simile (iii) Oxymoron (iv) Hyperbole

Death laysitsicy hands on kings.

(1) Simile (i1) Hyperbole (ii1) Metaphor (iv) Personification

O Hamlet! Thou has cleft my heart in twain.

(i) Metaphor (i1) Hyperbole (iii) Oxymoron (iv) Apostrophe

O death! Where is thy sting? O grave! Where is thy victory?

(i) Oxymoron (i1) Hyperbole' (iii) Metaphor (iv) Apostrophe

Life isas tedious as a twice-told tale.

(1) Simile (i1) Metaphor (ii1) Hyperbole (iv) Apostrophe

Variety is the spice of life.

(i) Metaphor (i1) Simile (iii) Hyperbole (iv) Apostrophe

Pride goeth forth on horseback, grand and gay, But come back on foot, and bags its way.

(i) Personification (ii) Hyperbole (iii) Apostrophe (iv) Metaphor

O Solitude! where are thy charms that sages have seen in thy face?

(i) Personification (i1) Apostrophe (ii1) Hyperbole (iv) Simile

Here is the smell of blood still; all the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little hand.

(i) Hyperbole (1) Simile (ii1) Personification (iv) Metaphor

Many are called, few are chosen:

(i) Oxymoron (i1) Metaphor (ii1) Hyperbole (iv) Personification
Point out the figures of speech in the following lines:

O my love'like red rose. Simile
O Solitude! where are thy charms? Apostrophe
O Grave! Where is thy victory? Apostrophe
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13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

40.
41.
42.
43.
44.

45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.

O cuckoo! shall I call thee bird.

O heavy lightness! Serious vanity.

O judgement! thou art fled to brutish beasts.
Opportunity knocks at the door but once.

O sweet Content! where is thy mild abode?

O mighty Caesar! dost thou lie so low.
Oworld! O life! O time!

On whose last steps I climb.

O Julius Caesar! thou art mighty yet.

Our sweetest songs are those

Thattell of a saddest thoughts.

How far that little candle throws his beams!
So shines a good deed in a naughty world.

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven.
She skims like a bird on the foam of a stream.
Sheislovely like arose.

This sea that bares her bosom to the moon.
This is an open secret.

Like a huge python winding round and round.
Look like innocent flower.

Lifeis like a dream.

Loveisblind.

Milton! thou shouldst be living at this hour.
Or from star like eyes doth seek.

Heis idly busy nowadays.

Her mother too, upon this occasion felt a pleasing distress.
O Captain! My Captain! our fearful trip is done.
He has a heart of stone.

He is the star of the family.

Lovein the spice of life.

Lifeisadream.

The camel is the ship of the desert.

I'seealily on thy brow.

She floats like a laugh from the lips of a dream.

They build the nation's pillars deep and lift them to the sky.

She falls like a tear from the eyes of a bride.
She is the pillar of the state.

The city's voice itselfis soft like solitude's.
O Solitude! Where are they charms

That sages have seen in thy face?

The more haste, the less speed.

He thatloves arosy cheek or coral lip admires.
Hope is the poor man's bread.

Life is bitter sweet.

From star-like eyes doth seek

Fuel to maintain his fires.

My love s like ared rose.

Exult, O shores! and ring O bells!

Sheisas fresh as dew.

I hear lake water lapping.

Life is but a walking shadow.

Letnot Ambition mock their useful toil.
He is now in the sunset of his days.

U.P. Series

Apostrophe
Apostrophe
Apostrophe
Personification
Apostrophe
Apostrophe

Apostrophe
Apostrophe

Oxymoron

Apostrophe
Simile
Oxymoron
Simile
Personification
Oxymoron
Simile

Simile

Simile
Metaphor
Apostrophe
Simile
Oxymoron
Oxymoron
Apostrophe
Metaphor
Metaphor
Metaphor
Metaphor
Metaphor
Metaphor
Simile, Hyperbole
Hyperbole
Simile
Metaphor
Simile, Apostrophe

Apostrophe
Oxymoron
Metaphor
Metaphor
Oxymoron

Simile

Simile
Apostrophe
Simile
Onomatopoeia
Simile
Personification
Metaphor
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52.
53.
54.

55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.

66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.

73.
74.

Great lord of all things yeta prey to all.
Frailty! Thy name is woman.

Lightly! O lightly! We glide and we sing.
We bear her along like a pearl on a string.
I heard the water lapping on the crag.

King James I was known as the wisest fool of Christendom.

Lifeis as tedious as a twice told tale.
Lifeisataletold by anidiot.

My friend is regularly irregular.

She wept oceans of tears.

Peace hath her victories no less renowned than war.
Errors, like straws, upon the surface flow.

Death lays his icy hands even on kings.

Rome, thou hast seen much better days.

Pride goeth forth on horse back grand and gray,
But cometh back on foot and begs its way.

Curses are like chickens they come home to roost.
Rivers of blood flowed in the battle.

Revenge is a kind of wild justice.

But patience to prevent, that murmur soon replies.
She is a fen of stagnant water.

So like a shattered column lay the king.

Expanding like the petals of young flowers

I watch the gentle opening of your minds.

I chatter, chatter, as I flow to join the brimming river.
She hangs like a star in the dew of our song.
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Oxymoron
Apostrophe

Apostrophe
Onomatopoeia
Oxymoron
Simile
Metaphor
Oxymoron
Hyperbole
Personification
Simile
Personification
Personification

Personification
Simile
Hyperbole
Metaphor
Personification
Metaphor
Simile

Simile
Onomatopoeia
Simile
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