
Medieval Period 

 

One Mark Questions 

I. Answer the following Questions in one word or a sentence each. 

Question 1. Who were the first among the muslims to invade India? 

Answer: Arabs were the first among the Muslims to invade India. Mohammad – bin 

– Quasim, the Governor of Basra invaded India in 712 C.E. 

Question 2. Which was the famous book of Alberuni? (or) Name the famous book of 

Alberuni. 

Answer: Alberuni, a Persian scholar wrote the famous book Kitab – ul – Hind. 

Question 3. Who was the founder of the Slave (Mamuluck) dynasty? 

Answer: Qutub- ud-din-Aibak was the founder of the Slave dynasty. 

Question 4. Who founded the Khilji dynasty? 

Answer: Jalaluddin Khilji was the founder of the Khilji dynasty. 

Question 5. Who was the commander of Allauddin Khilji who led the southern 

expedition? 

Answer: Malik Kafur was the commader (General) of Allauddin Khilji. 

Question 6. Who was called‘The Parrot of India’? 

Answer: Amir Khusrau, a great poet and singer was called as the “Parrot of India”. 

Question 7. Who was the founder of the Tbghalak dynasty? 

Answer: Ghiyasuddin Tughalak founded theTughalak dynasty in 1320C.E. 

Question 8. Who was the famous Sultan of (he Ibghalak dynasty? 

Answer: Mohammad-bin-Tughalak was the famous Sultan. 

Question 9. Who shifted his capital from Delhi to Devagiri? 

Answer: Mohammad-bin-Tughalak shifted his capital from Delhi to Devagiri in 

1326 C.E. 

Question 10. Who introduced token currency? 

Answer: Mohammad – bin – Tughalak introduced token currency. 

Question 11. Who commenced the construction of Qutub Minar at Delhi? 

Answer: Qutub-ud-din-Aibak commenced the construction of Qutub Minar. 

Question 12. Who was the famous Sultan from the Khilji dynasty? 

Answer: Allauddin Khilji was the famous Sultan of the Khilji dynasty. 



Question 13. Who was the IToysala King, when Malik Kafur invaded Deccan? 

Answer: Vira Ballala – III was the HoysalaKing, when Malik Kafur invaded Deccan in 

1310 C.E. 

Question 14. Who introduced the Market reforms? 

Answer: Allauddin Khilji introduced the Market reforms. 

Question 15. Who was the first Sultan of Delhi to introduce Land survey and 

settlement? 

Answer:  Allauddin Khilji was the first to introduce land survey and settlement. 

Question 16. Which types of currencies were introduced by Mohammad – bin – 

Tughalak? 

Answer: Token currency (Copper and Brass token currency) in 1329 to 1332 C.E. 

Question 17. What was the name given to Devagiri? 

Answer: Devagiri was renamed as Daulatabad. 

Question 18. Which place was called a monument of misdirected energy? 

Answer: Lane Poole remarked, that Daulatabad remained a monument of 

misdirected energy. 

Question 19. Name the two capitals of Mohammad-bin-Tughalak. 

Answer: Delhi and Devagiri (Daulatabad) were the two capitals of Mohammad-bin-

Tughalak.  

Two Marks Questions 

II. Answer the following Questions in two words or two sentences each. 

Question 1. In which year did the second battle of Tarain take place? Between 

whom was it 

fought? 

Answer: The second battle of Tarain was fought between Prithviraj Chouhan and 

Shahabuddin Mohammad Ghori in 1192 C.E. 

Question 2. How many Sultan dynasties ruled Delhi? Which are those? 

Answer: 

Five Sultan dynasties ruled Delhi. They were 

1. The Slave dynasty 

2. The Khilji dynasty 

3. The Tughalak dynasty 

4. The Sayyid Dynasty 

5. The Lodhi dynasty. 



Question 3. Name any two important monuments constructed by Alla-ud*din Khilji 

Answer: Palace of HazarSitum, Fort of Siri,Jamait Khan Masjid and Alai Darwaza. 

Question 4. Why did Allauddin Khilji called himself as ‘Sikandar – II’? 

Answer: Allauddin had become the master of India by 1312 C.E. His ambition was to 

conquer the whole world, but had to be satisfied with conquering only India. Even 

then, he issued coins with the title Sikandar (Alexander – II). 

Question 5. Name any two famous generals of Allauddin Khilji. 

Answer: Ulugh Khan, Nazarath Khan and Malik Kafur were Allauddin Khilji’s 

famous generals. 

Question 6. Name any two reasons for the transfer of capital by Mohammad – bin – 

Tughalak. 

Answer: Devagiri occupied a central location in India, and it was nearly equidistant 

from Delhi and other important cities in his Empire. 

He wanted his capital to be secure from the mongol invasions. 

Question 7. Name two historians from the Tlighalak period. 

Answer: Ziauddin Barani and Ibn Batuta were the great historians of that time. 

Question 8. Who started the writing of Tarik -i- Firozshahi? Who completed it? 

Answer: Barani started writingTarik – i – Firozshahi and Shams – i – Si raj Afif 

completed the work. 

Question 9. Who was Amir Khusrau? Name his famous works. 

Answer: Amir Khusrau the great poet and singer, who was in the court of Allauddin 

was also called as the “Parrot of India”. He wroteTughalak Namah, Khazyan – ul-

Futuh and Tarkish – i- Alai. 

Question 10. Who built Qutub Minar? Where? 

Answer: Qutub-ud-din-Aibak started construction on the Qutub Minar at Delhi. 

Question 11. Mention the two officers appointed by Allauddin to control the 

markets? 

Answer: Divan – e – Riyasat and Shahan – e – Mandi were the two officers 

appointed by Allauddin to control the market prices. 

Five Marks Questions 

III. Answer the following Questions in 15 to 20 sentences each. 

Question 1. Write a note on the South Indian expedition of Allauddin Khilji. 

Answer: South Indian expedition of Allauddin: Allauddin Khilji was the first muslim 



ruler to attempt to the conquest of south India. He deputed his able general Malik 

Kafur to conquer south India. His ambition was to conquer the enormous wealth of 

south India and that was the reason for his southern campaign. 

1. Expedition to Devagiri (1306-1307 C.E.): Ramachandradeva was the King of 

Devagiri, who had given shelter to King Kamadeva – II of Gujarat and his daughter 

Devaladevi. He had also not paid the annual tribute to the Sultan for three years. For 

these reasons, Malik Kafur raided Devagiri, defeated Ramachandradeva, captured 

Devaladevi and collected immense booty in 1307 C.E. Devaladevi was married to 

Khizer Khan, son-of Allauddin. 

2. Conquest of Warangal (1309 C.E): In 1309 C.E., Malik Kafur marched through 

(via) Devagiri, secured the help of Ramachandradeva and attacked Warangal. 

Pratapa Rudradeva, the ruler of Warangal put up a stiff resistance. However, he was 

defeated and had to surrender a lot ofwealth which was carried away to Delhi by 

Malik Kafur. The Ruler of Warangal had to accept Delhi Sultan’s sovereignty. 

3. Expedition to Iloysalas in 1310 C.E : Malik Kafur attacked Dwarasamudra 

(Halebeedu) when Veera Ballala – III was away from the capital and was busy 

interfering in the Chola politics. Malik Kafur occupied Dwarasamudra and plundered 

the rich temples in the surrounding areas and looted gold, silver, pearls, diamonds 

and jewels. Ballala – III was forced to plead for peace and he also accepted the 

sovereignty of Allauddin Khilji. 

4. Conquest of Madhurai (1311 C.E.) The forces of Delhi under Malik Kafur attacked 

the capital of the Pandya Kings (Madhurai) and plundered the city. Civil war arose 

between Sundarapandya and Veerapandya. Malik Kafur razed down the famous 

temple at Ramcshwara. All the wealth looted in south India was transported to Delhi 

on a large herd of elephants. 

Question 2. Explain the reforms (political and economic) of Allauddin Khilji. 

Answer: Administratibr reforms: 

1. Kingship (Sultan): Allauddin followed an independent policy regarding political 

matters. He was a strong and efficient ruler. He set up a strong central 

administration. He was the supreme authority in the state and combined civil and 

military talents in remarkable measures. He did not permit the interference of 

religious leaders in administrative matters. He believed in the divine origin of 

Kingship and cherished the ideas that the King was the representative of God 

(Shadow of God). He once said “I issue orders as I conceive to be, for the good of the 

state and benefit of the people”. 



2. Espionage: He established a spy network, to get information regarding the 

activities of all the nobles of his court. He also tried to prevent outbreak of rebellions 

within the Empire and formation of any conspiracy against him. He deprived the 

Nobles of all pensions and endowments. He forbade social parties and secret 

meetings of the Nobles, even in their houses. 

3. Prohibition of drinking: He banned the sale and the use of intoxicating drinks and 

drugs in Delhi and drastic punishment was meted out to those who were guilty of 

violation. He knew that gambling dens and drinking bouts were the breeding 

grounds of sedition. 

4. Military reforms: The standing army: Allauddin maintained a large standing army 

for maintaining internal order and prevent the invasion of the Mongols. He 

personally supervised the activities of the soldiers and paid them salaries regularly. 

The state maintained a record of the Huliya or register of each soldier and his mount 

in the royal service. He also introduced the branding of horses or Dagh system. Ariz 

– i – Mumalik was the incharge for the appointment of soldiers. 

5. Revenue reforms : 

Allauddin introduced scientific methods of measurement of land, for the assessment 

of land revenue. 

He imposed heavy taxes on the Sardars, Jagirdars and Ulemas. 

ITe imposed Jazia, pilgrim, octroi and other taxes on non – muslims. 

He appointed a special officer called “Mustakhraj’ to collect land revenue from the 

peasants. 

In order to check bribery and corruption among revenue officials and to safeguard 

the peasants from the demands of corrupt revenue officials, their salaries were 

increased. 

6. Market regulation: The most remarkable of all these, was an attempt to control 

the market, by determining the cost of most of the essential commodities. Prices of 

all articles of common use were fixed. A separate department and officers were 

appointed to regulate the market prices of commodities on a daily basis. 

Evaluation of Allauddin: He is renowned not only for his conquests but also for his 

administrative and economic reforms. He was vigorous, efficient, bold and original 

as a reformer. He established an absolute state, free from the control of religion. His 

resourcefulness, energy, and capacity for work, his unbounded courage tempered 

with calculation and penetrating common sense stand out. 



Question 3. Why is Mohammad-bin-Tbghalak called as a “Mixture of opposites”? 

Answer: Administrative experiments of Mohammad -bin-Thghalak: 

1. Tax increase in Doab area: The area between the Ganga and Yamuna (Doab) 

rivers being a very fertile land of the Empire and capable of yielding a large revenue 

to the state, Mohammad – bin – Tughalak decided to increase the taxes there. But he 

en forced the tax raise at the time of a famine. People were hard hit by the burden of 

additional taxation. Revenue collection was also strict, which the farmers were 

unable to pay. This measure made him extremely unpopular. He tried to make 

amends later, but it was too late. The scheme failed through mismanagement and 

corruption. 

2. Transfer of capital in 1327 C.E.: Mohammad-bin-Tughalak decided to transfer his 

capital from Delhi to Devagiri (Daulatabad). His main objective was to safeguard his 

capital from the Mongol invasions. Also, Devagiri occupied a central position in India 

and it was equidistant to Delhi and the other important cities of his Kingdom. He 

desired to shift the entire Delhi population along with his court. Barani says that 

“Not a cat ora dog was left”. Causes for the shifting of the capital were very practical, 

but the method was impractical. The entire population of Delhi was made to march 

to Daulatabad. 

The tiresome journey passing through the dense forest, heavy rains, diseases, 

attacks by dacoits, hunger, mental agony etc., resulted in death and sufferings of 

many. The Sultan having, at last, realised his folly, reshifted the court back to Delhi 

and ordered a return march of the people. The entire incident made him unpopular. 

According to Leen P( ol, operation – Daulatabad of was a “Monument of misdirected 

energy”.*This scheme also failed on account of the Sultan’s unplanned method of 

forcing it on his people. 

3. Circulation of token currency in 1329 C.E.: Mohammad – bin – Tughalak carried 

out experiments on coinage and currency, because maintaining a large army, relief 

to the Doab people famine, transfer of the capital, his unsuccessful expeditions, 

scarcity of Silver etc., caused much loss to the treasury. Hence, to increase the 

amount of currency in circulation, the Sultan issued token coins of copper and brass. 

Tanka was the token currency and its value was made equivalent to gold and silver 

coins. Minting of the copper coins was not retained as a monopoly of the 

Government. 

Thornes described him as the ‘Prince of Moneycrs’ and a currency expert. The Sultan 

did not take precautionary measures to minting of the coins. People started minting 

their own coins.  Hence, the Empire was flooded with thousands of counterfeit 

copper coins. People paid their taxes with these counterfeit coins. Copper coins lost 



their value as a medium of exchange. Trade was seriously affected and Sultan 

realized his error in judgment and withdrew the new copper coins in 1333-34 C.E. 

He announced that the copper coins would be redeemed with gold and silver coins. 

When everybody was there to exchange their copper coins with silver and gold 

coins, the treasury became empty. 

Mohamnad – bin-Tughalak was an extraordinary personality and it is difficult to 

understand his character and determine his place in history. Pie lacked practical 

judgement and common sense. He evolved an idealistic approach by trying to put 

his theoretical experiments into practice, without any forethought about the 

consequences. According to scholars, he was a ‘mixture of opposites’. Dr. Eshwari 

Prasad remarks that “Mohammad appears to be an amazing compound of 

contradictions”. He possessed sound knowledge, but his policies though well-meant, 

were ill-planned and badly executed. 

Ten Marks Questions 

IV. Answer the following in 30 to 40 sentences each. 

Question 1. Describe the achievements of Allauddin Khilji. 

Answer: Allauddin Khilji (1296-1316 C.E.) Allauddin Khilji’s early name was 

Aligurshap. He lost his father in his boyhood and was brought up in the care of 

Jalaluddin. Allauddin married Jalaluddin’s daughter and was appointed as the 

Governor of Khara province. He was highly 

ambitiousandaspircdtobccometherulerofDelhi.In 1294,he set his eyes on Devagiri. 

It’s ruler Ramachandradeva was defeated by him. Allauddin returned to Khara with 

a heavy amount of booty. Jalaluddin was unaware of the evil intentions of Allauddin. 

He went to receiveAliauddin with only a few unarmed guards and was murdered by 

the supporters of Allauddin. Thus, Allauddin became the Sultan of Delhi in 1296C.E. 

Military Achievements of Allauddin: 

A) The conquests of North India : 

1. Conquest of Gujarat in 1297 C.E.: Allauddin sent Ulugh Khan and Nazarath Khan, 

his generals to conquer Gujarat in 1297 C.E. Raja Kamadeva – II was defeated and he 

fled to Devagiri along with his daughter Devaladevi. The generals captured 

Kamaladevi (Queen of Kamadeva) and she was taken to Delhi and Allauddin married 

her. The Delhi troops plundered the rich ports of Gujarat. 

2. Conquest of Ranathanihore in 1301 C.E.: Allauddin turned his attention towards 

Ranathambore. Hamira Deva, the ruler of Ranathambore, had given shelter to a few 



muslims (Neo muslims) who were enemies of Allauddin. So, Allauddin invaded and 

took over Ranathambore. 

3. Expedition onMevvar (Chiltor) in 1303 C.E.: Allauddin led an expedition against 

Rana Ratan Singh of Chittoor (Mewar). I Ie desired to possess Rani Padmini of 

Mewar, Queen of Ratan Singh, renowned for her beauty and talent. The fort of 

Chittor was captured with great hardship. Padmini and other rajput women 

committed ‘Jauhar’. Chittor was captured and Khizer Khan (son of Allauddin) was 

made the Governor of Chittor. 

4. Other conquests: Allauddin took an expedition to Mai wa in 1305 C.E. 

Mahakaladeva, the ruler of Malwa was defeated by him. The territories of Ujjain, 

Mandu, Dhara, Chanderi and Jolur were subjugated to Allauddin. He became the 

master of the whole of north India. 

B) The Mongol Invasion (Raids): In 1299 C.E., Mongols attacked Delhi under 

Qualugh Khwaji. Frequent raids by the Mongols were a constant threat to the 

Empire. Allauddin and his general Malik Kafur successfully drove back the Mongols. 

He defeated them and imprisoned many of them. 

C) South Indian compaign: Allauddin turned his attention towards south India. He 

sent an expedition under his eminent general, Malik Kafur to conquer the south. He 

coveted the enormous wealth of south India and its temples. The four main southern 

rulers were defeated. 

1. Expedition to Devagiri (1306-1307 CE): Ramachandradeva, the ruler of Devagiri, 

had not paid tribute for nearly three years and he had given shelter to Kamadeva-II 

of Gujarat. For that reason, Malik Kafur raided Devagiri and defeated 

Ramachandradeva and collected a lot of booty. 

2. Conquest of Warangal (1309 CE): The Delhi forces marched via Devagiri and 

attacked Telangana. Pratapa Rudradeva, the tuler of Warangal, put up a stiff 

resistance. However, he was defeated and he had to surrender a lot of wealth which 

was carried away to Delhi by Malik Kafur. 

3. Expedition to Iloysalas in 1310 C.E: Malik Kafur attacked Dwarasamudra, when 

Veera Ballala-III was busy interfering in the Chola politics. Malik Kafur occupied 

Dwarasamudra and Ballaia – III was forced to plead for peace and he also accepted 

the sovereignty of Allauddin. 

4. Conquests of Madhurai in 1311 C.E.: Acivil war was raging between 

Sundrapandya and Vecrapandya; when Malk Kafur attacked the capital of Pandyas 



(Madhurai) and plundered the city. The wealth looted in south India was 

transported to Delhi on a herd of elephants. 

Administrativeachievementsof Allauddin: 

1. Sultanship: Allauddin followed an independent policy towards political matters. 

He set up a strong central administration. He did not permit the interference by 

religious leaders in administrative matters. He believed in the divine rights of 

Kingship (Shadow of God). 

2. Espionage: He established an elaborate spy network, to get the information 

regarding all the activities of his nobles. He also tried to prevent the outbreak of 

rebellions within the Empire. He deprived his nobles of all pensions and 

endowments. He forbade social parties and secret meetings of the nobles, even in 

their houses. 

3. Prohibition of drinking: He banned the sale and the use of intoxicating drinks and 

drugs at Delhi. He knew that, gambling dens and drinking bouts were the breeding 

grounds of sedition. 

4. Military reforms: The Standing army: Allauddin maintained a large standing army 

for maintaining internal law and order and to prevent the invasions of the Mongols. 

Ariz-i- Mumali k was the incharge for the appointment of soldier’s. The state 

maintained a record of the Iluliya or register of each soldier and his mount in the 

royal service. He also introduced the branding of horses or Dagh system. 

5. Revenue reforms: Allauddin introduced scientific methods of measurement of 

land for the assessment of land revenue. He appointed a special officer called 

‘Mustakhraj’ to collect land revenue from the peasants. To check bribery and 

corruption among the revenue officials, their salaries were increased. Steps were 

taken to safeguard the peasants from the demands of corrupt revenue officials. 

6. Market regulation : The most remarkable of all these was an attempt to control 

the market prices by determining the cost of most of the essential commodities. 

Prices of all the articles of common use were fixed. Separate officers were appointed 

to regulate the market prices on a daily basis amount of booty. Jalaluddin was 

unaware of the evil intentions of Allauddin. He went to receive Allauddin with only a 

few unarmed guards and was murdered by the supporters of Allauddin. Thus, 

Allauddin became the Sultan of Delhi in 1296C.E. 

Military Achievements of Allauddin: 

A) The conquests of North India : 



1. Conquest of Gujarat in 1297 C.E.: Allauddin sent Ulugh Khan andNazarath Khan, 

his generals to conquer Gujarat in 1297 C.E. Raja Kamadeva- II was defeated and he 

fled to Devagiri along with his daughter Devaladevi. The generals captured 

Kamaladevi (Queen of Kamadeva) and she was taken to Delhi and Allauddin married 

her. The Delhi troops plundered the rich ports of Gujarat. 

2. Conquest of Ranathambore in 1301 C.E.: Allauddin turned his attention towards 

Ranathambore. Hamira Deva, the ruler of Ranathambore, had gi ven shelter to a few 

muslims (Neo muslims) who were enemies of Allauddin. So, Allauddin invaded and 

took over Ranathambore. 

3. Expedition on Mevvar (Chittor) in 1303 C.E.: Allauddin led an expedition against 

Rana Ratan Singh of Chittoor (Mevvar). lie desired to possess Rani Padmini of 

Mewar, Queen of Ratan Singh, renowned for her beauty and talent. The fort of 

Chittor was captured with great hardship. Padmini and other rajput women 

committed ‘Jauhar’. Chittor was captured and Khizer Khan (son of Allauddin) was 

made the Governor of Chittor. 

4. Olherconquests: Allauddin took an expedition to Mai wa in 1305 C.E. 

Mahakaladeva, the ruler of Mai wa was defeated by him. The territories of Ujjain, 

Mandu, Dhara, Chanderi and Jolur were subjugated to Allauddin. He became the 

master of the whole of north India. 

B) The Mongol Invasion (Raids): In 1299C.E., Mongols attacked Delhi under Qualugh 

Khwaji. Frequent raids by the Mongols were a constant threat to the Empire. 

Allauddin and his general Malik Kafur successfully drove back the Mongols. He 

defeated them and imprisoned many of them. 

C) South Indian compaign: Allauddin turned his attention towards south India. He 

sent an expedition under his eminent general, Malik Kafur to conquer the south. He 

coveted the enormous wealth of south India and its temples. The four main southern 

rulers were defeated. 

1. Expedition to Devagiri (1306-1307 CE): Ramachandradeva, the ruler of Devagiri, 

had not paid tribute for nearly three years and he had given shelter to Kamadeva-II 

of Gujarat. For that reason, Malik Kafur raided Devagiri and defeated 

Ramachandradeva and collected a lot of booty. 

2. Conquest of VVarangal (1309 CE): The Delhi forces marched via Devagiri and 

attacked Telangana. Pratapa Rudradeva, the ruler of Warangal, put up a stiff 

resistance. However, he was defeated and he had to surrender a lot of wealth which 

was carried away to Delhi by Malik Kafur. 



3. Expedition to Ifoysalas in 1310 C.E: Malik Kafur attacked Dwarasamudra, when 

Veera Ballala-III was busy interfering in the Chola politics. Malik Kafur occupied 

Dwarasamudra and Ballala – III was forced to plead for peace and he also accepted 

the sovereignty of Allauddin. 

4. Conquests of Madhurai in 1311 C.E.: A civil war was raging between 

Sundrapandya and Vecrapandya,- when Malk Kafur attacked the capital of Pandyas 

(Madhurai) and plundered the city. The wealth looted in south India was 

transported to Delhi on a herd of elephants. 

Administrative achievements of Allauddin: 

1. Sultanship: Allauddin followed an independent policy towards political matters. 

He set up a strong central administration. He did not permit the interference by 

religious leaders in administrative matters. He believed in the divine rights of 

Kingship (Shadow of God). 

2. Espionage: He established an elaborate spy network, to get the information 

regarding all the activites of his nobles. He also tried to prevent the outbreak of 

rebellions within the Empire. Pie deprived his nobles of all pensions and 

endowments. He forbade social parties and secret meetings of the nobles, even in 

their houses. 

3. Prohibition of drinking: He banned the sale and the use of intoxicating drinks and 

drugs at Delhi. He knew that, gambling dens and drinking bouts were the breeding 

grounds of sedition. 

4. Military reforms: The Standing army: Allauddin maintained a large standing army 

for maintaining internal law and order and to prevent the invasions of the Mongols. 

Ariz-i- Mumajik was the incharge for the appointment of soldiers. The slate 

maintained a record of the Huliya or register of each soldier and his mount in the 

royal service. He also introduced the branding of horses or Dagh system. 

5. Revenue reforms: Allauddin introduced scientific methods of measurement of 

land for the assessment of land revenue. He appointed a special officer called 

‘Mustakhraj’ to collect land revenue from the peasants. To check bribery and 

corruption among the revenue officials, their salaries were increased. Steps were 

taken to safeguard the peasants from the demands of corrupt revenue officials. 

6. Market regulation: The most remarkable of all these was an attempt to control the 

market prices by determining the cost of most of the essential commodities. Prices 

of all the articles of common use were fixed. Separate officers were appointed to 

regulate the market prices on a daily basis. 



Personality of Allauddin: He is renowned not only for his conquests but also for his 

administrative and economic reforms. He was vigorous, efficient, bold and original 

as a reformer. lie established an absolute state, free from the control of religion. His 

resourcefulness, energy, capacity for work, his unbounded courage tempered with 

calculation and penetrating common sense stand out. 

Question 2. Critically examine the administrative experiments of Mohammad-bin-

TUghalak. (or) How did the policies of Mohammad end in failure? 

Answer: Administrative reforms (experiments) of Mohammad-bin-Tughalak: In 

1325 CE Prince Jaunakhan, son of Ghiyasuddin (founder) ascended the throne with 

the title Mohammed- bin-Tughalak. He was an outstanding ruler of the Tughalak 

dynasty. He is known for his military, economic and administrative experiments. 

1. Register of the land revenue: Main objective of this experiment was to introduce 

the universal land taxation throughout the Empire. He created an agricultural 

department to regularise the land revenue registers. 

2. Tax increase in Doab area: The area between the rivers Ganga and Yamuna (doab) 

was the most fertile land of the Empire and capable of yielding a large revenue to 

the state. Mohammad-bin-Tughalak decided to increase the taxes for that area only. 

But, he enforced the new tax at the time of a famine. People were hard hit by the 

burden of taxation. Revenue collection was also very strict. When the farmers were 

unable to pay, this measure made him extremely unpopular. He tried to make 

amends later, but it was too late. The scheme failed through mismanagement and 

corruption. 

3. Transfer of the capital in 1327 CE: Mahammad-bin-Tughalak decided to transfer 

his capital from Delhi to Devagiri (Daulatabad). His main objectives were: 

(1) (Devagiri) occupied a central location in India and it was nearly equidistant (700 

miles) from Delhi, Gujarath, Telangana and other places of his Empire. 

(2) He wanted to safeguard his capital from the Mongol invasions. He beautified 

Devagiri and made arrangements to provide all basic amenities, but he blundered 

while implementing his ideas. He transported the whole population of Delhi to his 

new capital. Ibn Batuta says that even a blind man and a cripple who were unwilling 

to move, were dragged to the new capital. Reasons for the shifting of the capital 

were veiy practical, but the method . was impractical. The entire population of Delhi 

was made to march to Daulatabad. 

The tiresome journey passing through dense forest, heavy rains, diseases, attacks by 

decoits, hunger, mental agony etc resulted in death and sufferings of many. The 

Sultan finally realising the folly of this plan, reshifted the court back to Delhi and 



ordered a return march of the people. The entire episode made him unpopular. 

According to Leen Pool – Daulatabad was a ‘Monument of misdirected energy’. This 

scheme failed on account of the Sultan’s faulty method of implementing it. 

4. Token currency circulation in 1329 CE : Mohammed-bin-Tughalak carried out 

experiments on coinage and currency because maintaining a large army, relief given 

to farmers due to the Doab famine, transfer exercise of the capital, his unsuccessful 

expeditions, scarcity of silver etc., caused much loss to the treasury. Hence, to 

increase the amount of currency, the Sultan issued token coins of copper and brass 

tanka whose value was equivalent to gold and silver coins. Minting of the copper 

coins was not retained as the monopoly of the Government. Thornes described him 

as ‘The Prince of Moncyers’ and a currency expert. 

The currency experiment was a miserable failure and the causes for its failure were: 

People could not grasp its real significance 

Sultan did not take the precautionary measure of minting of coins to be the 

monopoly of the state. Almost every household turned into a mint and he failed to 

take precaution against the glut of counterfeit coins. 

Foreign merchants refused to accept the copper coins, because gold coins were used 

as 

a standard unit of exchange. 

People paid their taxes in their own copper coins and hoarded gold and silver and as 

a result, treasury was filled with counterfeit coins. 

Due to the above causes, trade was seriously affected and Sultan realised his folly 

and withdrew the new copper coins in 1333-34 CE. He announced that the copper 

coins would be redeemed with gold and silver coins. People exchanged their copper 

coins with gold and silver coins and the treasury became completely depleted. 

Mohammad-bin-Tughalak was an extraordinary personality and it is difficult to 

understand his character and determine his place in history. He lacked practical 

judgement and common sense. He evolved an idealistic approach by trying to put 

his theoretical experiments into practice without any forethought about the 

consequences. According to scholars, he was ‘a mixture of opposites’. Dr. Eshwari 

prasad remarks that ‘Mohammad appears to be an amazing compound of 

contradiction’. He possessed sound knowledge, but his policies though well-meant, 

were ill-planned and badly executed. 

Question 3. Give an account of the contributions of the Sultanates of Delhi. 

Answer: Contributions of the Delhi Sultanates: 



1. Administration: The Kingdom of Delhi Sultanate was a theocratic state, (religion 

was Islam). ‘Shariat’ (Islamic law) were the rules of the state. The ‘Ulema (Islamic 

scholars) controlled the state and administration. The Sultans called themselves 

‘Naib’ (deputy) of Kalifa. 

2. Central Government: Sultan was the head of administration. lie exercised the 

legislative, executive and judicial powers. He was guided by the Ulemas. Allauddin 

kept the Ulemas away from the state affairs. The Sultan earned the administration 

with the help of a number of ministers. They were the Wazir (the Prime minister 

incharge of revenue and finance), Ariz-i-Mamlik who was incharge of the military, 

Amir-i-Mazlis who was incharge of royal forts and conferences, Barid-i-Mumalik – 

head of the state news agency, Dahir-i-mumalik – incharge of the royal 

correspondences, Sadar-us-Sadur who handled religious matters and Kazi-ul-Qazat- 

the Chief Justice. 

3. Revenue: Land revenue was the main source of the state income. The war booty, 

tributes, house, water, religious and Jaziya taxes etc were the other sources of 

income to the state. Land tax could be paid either in cash or kind. 

4. Judicial: The Sultans administered justice with the help of Kazi-ul-Qazat (The chief 

• Justice). The chief Kazi was helped by a Mufti (interpreter of Islamic law). The 

towns and cities had courts headed by Kazis and assisted by Muftis. Kotwal was the 

Police office in charge of law and order. 

Army: The Sultan maintained a strong army. It consisted of cavalry, intantry and 

elephant forces. The Sultanate was primarily a military state. The Sultan was the 

supreme commander. All ministers and officers except the chief Justice and the 

Khazis were to render both ci vil and military duties. Diwan-i-Ariz was incharge of 

army administration. The pay of the soldiers varied according to their service. 

Provincial administration: The Sultanate (Kingdom) was divided into a number of 

provinces called Togas’. The head of a province was called ‘Naib Sultan’. They 

enjoyed absolute power in their provinces. The main duties were collection of 

revenue and maintenance of law and order within the province. The maintained an 

army of their own. Some Sultans transferred the Govemers and punished them 

severely, if they revolted against the state. 

Each province was divided into ‘Shiqs and Paraganas’. They were looked after by 

Shiqdars and Amils respectively. Village was the primary unit of administration. It 

had traditional officers such as the Chaudhari, the Patwari, the Chaukidar etc. 

Literature: This period witnessed the growth of Persian and regional language 

literatures. Persian poets of central Asia took shelter in the courts of the Sultans of 



Delhi. Amir Khusru was the most outstanding writer and he was called the ‘Parrot of 

India’. He wrote Khazyan- ul-Futuh and Tarkish-i-Alai. Amir Hasan Dehalvi wrote 

sonnets. Badruddin, Maulana Moinuddin, Umrani and Hassan Nizami were some of 

the great Persian writers. Mohammad- bin-Tughalak and Firoz Shah Tughalak were 

great scholars. Ziauddin Barani and Ibn Batuta were great historians of theTughalak 

period. Barani started the Tarik-i-Firoz Shahi and it was completed by Shams-i-Siraj 

Afif. Chand Bardai wrote Prithiviraja Raso, Malik Mohammad Jayasi wrote 

Padmavati. There was an encouragement for translating works from Sanskrit to 

Persian. 

Art and Architecture: The Sultanate of Delhi introduced the Indo-Islamic style of 

architecture. It represents a synthesis of the two religious ideals like Hinduism and 

Islam. 

The important features of the Indo-Islamic movements are minarates, arches, 

domes, hazaras, large gateways etc., Quwat-ul-Islam, Mosque at Delhi and Adai-

Dinka-Jhampara Mosque at Ajmer were the earlist creations. The Qutub minar was 

started by Qutubuddin Aibak and completed by Iltumash. Hauz-i-Shamsi, Jami 

Masjid and Shamsi Idgah were built by Utumash. The Jami masjid is one of the 

largest and most beautiful buildings. Allauddin built the palace of Hazar situm 

(Palace of 1000 pillars), the fort of Siri, Jamait Khan Masjid and the Alai Darwaza at 

Delhi. Firoz Shah was the greatest of the builders. He laid out the cities of Firozabad, 

Fatehbad and Janpur. 

 


