The Felling of the Banyan Tree

About the Poem

This poem describes the love of the poet for trees and nature. He is sad about the
cutting down of the trees in his Own house. He compares it with that of murdering any
human being. He is against cutting down the trees and building concrete jungle instead.

Summary of the Poem

The poet says that his father told all the tenants to leave their house so that all those
houses could be demolished. All the houses other than the house in which the poet's
family resident resided and a banyan tree, which was considered sacred by his
grandmother were demolished. All the trees were also cut down in the process which
included many sacred and medicinal trees. But cutting down the huge Banyan tree
which stood so tall with roots surrounded here and there so deep, was a big problem.
Yet the poet's father had given order to cut the Banyan tree also.

That tree was three times bigger than the poet’s house. It's trunk had a circumference of
fifty feet. Its aerial roots were thirty feet thirty feet long, touching the ground. So first of
all the branches were shredded. As a result insects and birds started to leave the tree.
Fifty men chopped the fat trunk of the tree continuously. Everybody got to see the rings
of the Banyan tree showing its age around two hundred years. The poet along with
other people witnessed this slaughter in terror and fascination. The poet further
expresses that soon after this they moved to Bombay from Baroda, where there were no
trees. If there was any, it were in dream only, looking forward to turn into reality to
touch the ground which was being converted into concrete buildings.
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- Difficult Words ( =fa= 7rs1)
Tenant—an occupant; f77=R1 Demolish—to destroy completely; F1 241, @81 Surrounding—to
encircle; % =1 3 &M Structure—a building , formation; @2, @11 Sacred—holy, treated
with respect; 8= @571 Huge—very great; T3 Trunk— stem of a tree; 11 Chop—ut; F72T,
=1 Aerial—like the air; 85151 Sawing—cutting with saw; 3 | =1 Heap—group of things;
@1, ¥4 Insects—small invertebrate animal; #2, #13| Great—large; 721, 7eM1 Revealed—make
known: Wafefa &%, =a@@ 41 Rings—A circle; B, 0, ¥ Terror—great fear; 374,
=141 Fascination—attract; Wigs 9&E, ®48U Slaughter—killing; @, 391 Strike—to hit with
force; =it =TT Mythology—set of ancient myths, ideas; drafors| Massacred—destroying in
a cruel way; fEudrga® &= FTM Seraggly—growing in uneven and bad condition; #7%-=9%|
Massive—of considered bulk and weight; WHI- %7, faume | Seether—to be violently excited or
agitated; F=e71I Circumference and the boundary line of a circle; fify, gram

Glossary

Tenant : a person who pays rent for the use of room, building, land etc. to the
person who owns it

Demolish : to destroy something totally

Sacred : holy; very important and treated with great respect

Massacre : destroying in a cruel way

Scraggly : growing in a way that looks uneven and in bad condition

Chop :cut

Mythology  :set of ancient myths, ideas that people have but they may or may not



be true

Seethe : to be extremely angry about something but not to reveal it
Slaughter : (here) cutting of trees cruelly

Circumference : measurement around the outside of a circle

The Felling of the Banyan Tree Textbook Questions Solved

Activity - |

A. Say whether the following statements are True or False.
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Question 1. It was taught to poet by his grandmother that trees are very important

and holy.”
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Question 2. Poet’s father cut trees mercilessly.
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Question 3. The banyan tree was as big as poet’s house.

TG B TS HId & TR 11 987 U7

Question 4. They started cutting branches first because the tree was small.
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Question 5. Fifty men chopped the tree.
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Question 6. The only tree remained was in his dreams.
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Answer. 1. True 2.True 3. False 4. False 5. True

6. True.



B. Answer the following questions.
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Question 1. Why did the poet’s father want to demolish the old structures?
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Answer. The poet's father wanted to demolish the old structures so that new buildings
may be constructed.
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Question 2. Describe the huge banyan tree in your own words.
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Answer. The Banyan tree was very huge whose roots were very deep. It was three times
taller than the poet's house. The circumference of the trunk was fifty feet. Its aerial roots
were spread all over the ground. It had ring which showed its age of about two hundred
years.
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Question 3. What was a crime according to the grandmother?
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Answer. According to the grandmother cutting down of trees was a crime as all the
trees have some sacred value.
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Question 4. Which trees were cut down first?
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Answer. The Sheoga, the Oudumber the Neem trees were cut down first.
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Question 5. How was the banyan tree cut at last?
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Answer. Firstly the branches of the Banyan tree were cut. The people took seven days to
do so. Then fifty people cut the huge trunk with their axes.
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Question 6. Where does the banyan tree still exist?
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Answer. The Banyan tree still exists in the memory of the poet.
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Activity - Il

A. Insert the missing letter in the blanks.

. It is the duty of every civilian to keep their houses and surr_undings neat and clean.
ll. My grandmother told me many interesting stories from Hindu mythol_gy.

lll. Destroying forest is a type of crim_.

IV. The programme was very nice and we watched with fascin_tion.

V. A b_nyan tree is considered s_cred.

Answer.

l. surroundings

Il. mythology

1. crime

IV. fascination

V. banyan, sacred.

B. Write opposites of the following words.
huge, raw, sacred, deep, reveal, massive, problem

Answer.

huge — tiny

raw — ripe

scared — unscared
deep - shallow
reveal — conceal
massive — small
problem — solution



C. Find out and write the synonyms for the following words.
fell, sacred, huge, demolish

Answer.

fell — cut

scared — holy, pious
huge — gigantic, large
demolish — annihilate

Activity - Il

Read the following sentences carefully.

1. The tenants who lived in the surrounding houses have left.
2. | have a banyan tree whose roots are much deeper.

3. This is a banyan tree which has aerial roots.

4. This is the village where every body is literate.

Relative clause

Relative clauses beginning with relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that, etc.)
and relative adverbs (when, where, why) are often used to modify nouns and some
pronouns to identify people and things places and time and to give more information
about them. Clauses used like this are called Relative clauses.

Use the suitable relative pronouns in the blank spaces:

l. Shambhu, .......... elder brother is a principal, is the Sarpanch of the Village.

ll. The Ramayan, .......... is the scripture of the Hindus, is loved and liked in Bharat and
abroad.

l1l. Do you know Rita, .......... lives near Gulabbag?

IV. Deshnok, ......... the temple of Karnimata is situated, is a town in Rajasthan.

V. Raksha Bandhan is the day .......... sisters tie Rakhies to their brothers.

Answer. l. whose Il. Which 1. Who IV. Where

V. when



Activity-IV

Question 1. “Trees are said to be green gold.” Keeping this in view, discuss the
(important of ‘trees’ in keeping the environment pollution-free and healthy. (Importance
of trees-Refer Additional Question Q — V)

Answer. Do it yourself.
Read and enjoy the following poem:

Tree

They didn't tell us What is would be like
Without trees.

Nobody imagined

That the whispering of leaves
Would grow silent

Or the vibrant jade spring
Pale to grey death

And now we pile

Rubbish on rubbish

In this dusty landscape
Struggling to create

A tree.

But through the space is right
And the nailed branches

Lean upon the wind

And plastic leaves

Lend colour to the twigs.

We wait in vain

For the slow unfurling of buds.
And no amount of loving

Can stir our weary tree

To singing



Activity - V
Question 1. Draw different types of trees found in your locality and name them.

Answer. Do it yourself.

The Felling of the Banyan Tree Additional Questions For Practice

A. Tick the correct alternative.
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Question 1. Father told the .......... to leave.
(a) tenants
(b) grandmother

(c) poet

(d) all above
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Question 2. One by one the structures were ...
(a) constructed

(b) demolished

(c) left

(d) cleaned
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Question 3. Trees are sacred my .......... used to say.
(a) grandfather

(b) father

(c) grandmother

(d) mother
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Question 4. But the huge Banyan Tree stood like a ..........
(a) solution

(b) man

(c) monster

(d) problem
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Question 5. The Banyan tree was .......... time as tall as our house.
(a) three

(b) four

(c) five

(d) six
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Question 6. It's trunk had a .......... of fifty feet.
(a) circumference

(b) area

(c) length

(d) width
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Question 7. Insects and birds began to .......... the tree.
(a) water
(b) leave
(c) plant
d) decorate
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Question 8. ........... man with axes chopped and chopped.
(a) thirty

(b) forty

(c) fifty

(d) sixty
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Question 9. The great tree revealed it's .......... of two hundred years.
(a) rings

(b) necklace

(c) earring

(d) bangles
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Question 10. Soon afterwards we left .......... for Bombay.
(a) Delhi
(b) Kanpur
(c) Jaipur
d) Baroda
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Answer. 1. () 2. (b) 3.(c) 4. (d) 5.(a) 6. (a)

7. (b) 8. (0 9. (a) 10. (d)

B. Answer the following questions in one sentence.
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Question 1. Who told the tenants to leave.
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Answer. The poet’s father told the tenants to leave.
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Question 2. What did grandmother use to say?
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Answer. Grandmother used to say that trees are sacred and to cut them is a crime.
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Question 3. Who ordered to cut the Banyan tree?
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Answer. The poet's father ordered to cut the Banyan tree.
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Question 4. According to the poem, what is the age of the Banyan tree?
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Answer. According to the poem the Banyan tree was two hundred years old.
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C. Answer the following questions in 20 to 30 words.
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Question 1. Name of few trees with medicinal values.
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Answer. Some tree with medicinal value are — Neem, tulsi, aloe-vera, curry leaves,

papaya.
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Question 2. Explain how trees are helpful to the mankind.
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Answer. Trees are helpful in various ways to the mankind. They provide life giving
oxygen by absorbing carbon dioxide. They provide food, wood, shade etc. to us. From
roots to leaves, stems to fruits, trunk to flowers every part of a tree is useful in a one or
the other way. Without trees it is impossible to imagine the survival of all the living
beings on this planet.
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