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A House is Not a Home

Chapter Overview

The story ‘A house is not a home’
depicis the importance of love, care
and affection in one’s life. The author,
a high school! student feels strange in
his new school. Situation became
worse when his house calches fire
and his cat is lost. Then it was his
school mates’ love and care, that
supporied him. His feelings of
loneliness and loss disappeared with
them slowly and the author came
bock 1o normal life again.

by Zan Gaudiosg

Summary of the Chapter
Author’s Love for the Old School

The author after leaving junior high school had shifted to the new high school. He
felt lonely among new teachers and students. His new school was twice bigger than the
old school. His old friends were sent to another high school. He missed his old
teachers and he often wenr to meet them. They encouraged him to ger involved in
new school activities. The author’s old teachers also told him to come and meet
whenever he wanted.

Author’'s House Caught Fire

One Sunday afternoon, the author was sitting on his dining-room table and doing his
homework while his favourite red cat was lying on top of all his papers. It was cold
and the fire was burning in the fireplace. The author’s mother was stoking (adding
fuel to) the fire to keep the house warm. Suddenly, the author noticed that the room
was filled with smoke as the roof had caught fire. As the smoke increased, the author
and his mother ran out into the front yard. Soon, the fire spread into the whole house.

When the author ran to neighbours to call the fire department, he saw that his mothet
ran back into the house. She wanted to save some important documents. Soon, she
came our with a small metal box which was full of important documents

The author's mother again ran into the house to get some Bickiires and letters of her
husband. As her husband was died and she did not want to let his pictures and lette®
burnt in the fire. The author was also about to ran after his mother but he was cavgl!
by a fireman. :



ival of Firemen

he arrival of firemen, one of them went jnside the

house and saved the author’s mother, He took
bufnmls mother to the truck and put an oxygen mask on
ﬂu:hﬂouth. The author was also wrapped in a blanket and
hc;::d.. Jown in the car. |
56

'Aumof’s Lost His Cat

.r five hours, the fire was put out but the author's

Afte sl completely burned down. Suddenly, the author

houzmbfl"‘-‘d his cat. It was not found anywhere, The
o started crying while thinking that his cat was also

a‘:rnt in the fire. The author and his mother went to the

arents house to ;
uthor's grandp spend the night.

Going 10 School

Next day, the author went to the school. He was wearing
an old dress. He had no z.ihm:s. no books, no backpack. He
had borrowed some tennis shoes from his aunt. In this
condition, he did not want to grow up and wanted to die.
n school, he felt strange and embarrassed. One day, while
the author was returning from school, he saw his burnt
house. He was shocked to see the damage. He also cried

for his missing cat.

The Author Moves on

The author and his mother had to start their life again.
They borrowed money from author's grandparents. After a
week, the rubble (remains) of the house was cleared. The
author used to think about his cat how she would climb
up his robe and came into his pocket to sleep.

WORD MEANINGS

The given page nos. corvespond to the pages in the prescribed textbook.

Schoolmates Helps the Author
Next day, when people in the author’s new scht?nl got (o
know about his situation, they all started behnwpg (T;)‘rc
friendly. They took the author to the gym ;'md gafte’ ["f;n
different things that he would require in his da'nly life like
notebooks, school supplies, jeans, tops, sweatsuits efc. -
People who had never spoken to the author came to him
to introduce themselves and invited him to their house.
His schoolmate’s concerns made him realise that
everything would go back to normal again.

Life Back to Normal Again

A month later when he visited his house, it was being ]
rebuile. His two new friends also visited with him. Th? fire
had changed the life of the author. He stopped focussing
on his feeling of insecurity and started to mix up with the

people around him.

The Author Got back his Cat

When the author was ralking to his friends, a lady came up
with a cat. The author immediately recognised that it was
his cat. The author took the cat in his hands and feels very

happy.

The author realised that his cat had run away during the
fire. Their phone number was written on the collar of the
cat but people could not contact them as their phones
were destroyed in the fire. The lady who bought the cat
searched for the author and finally found him. Now the
author was happy again and he was gerting back to his
normal life again.

Word Meanin Word Meanin Word Meanin
| 4 Me g g g
freshman 4 student in the first year of high yard ground surreal very strange or unusual
-no—;_._!____f-_fh_mll or college engulfed  to flow over and enclose ripped torn or destroyed
el . . = ; 5 . . - =
. teles  inspite of what has just been said crazed insane grieve feel intense sorrow
x—_._____-— -
labhy a domestic cat with a striped and screamed  shouted ache feel intense sadness or compassion
mottled coat, yelling to say something very loudly rubble waste or rough fragments of stone,
Swat e — especially b::m;se you are brick, concrete ete
: Someone or some 4 angry, surprised or N N
M\m‘—-_._‘_"'_'muick motion trying lo get someone’s attention tog along ;f;:"on or animal who follows a
- : erson
to save someone from danger or ; accompanying someone . ——
\_@n‘n\ tow panying robe along, loose outer garment
Stoke - : ' dazed (especially of an emational or reaching to the ankles
| %adg e samething i physical shock) make someone plight a dangerous, difficult or othenw;
12000 . act ly ;4 e rwWise
i a line wh ri i of wood, | : e or:‘c R unlortunate situation
‘here two pieces § Gala erson who has been tiiis " L s
metal etc are joined together 1, outeast : Pectcd by helssadityas milling to move in a confused or disorderly
U’ﬁping & ¥ manner within a limited areg :
to move forward carefully by group. shove :h —— -
Putting your hands in front of ik a person who is socially F;:a‘hs;cvllm\:\e or something
You so that you can feel anything B awkward and unpopular —— TOUEhY —— .

that blocks you.
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Word Meaning - Word Meaning Word Meanin \
outpouring an outburst of strong emotion arb n ﬁhurﬁm;c-ier along |heﬁcdgc of freaked terrified \_5
sigh make a long, deep audible a street that Is usunlly made of sorely ?o a ve!ry high degree or levergr~1
:"r::lth expressing sadness, rellef, slone or concrete intensity
iredness ete
- leapt move quickly and suddenly

NCERT FOLDER

(Here we have covered questions given in the NCERT textbook along with their answers.)

Think About It (Page 54)
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Ans.
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Ans.

What does the author notice one Sunday afternoon?
What is his mother's reaction? What does she do?

The author noticed smoke coming from the ceiling of his
house on a Sunday afternoon. The author and his
mother came out of the house. The reaction of author
mother was that she ran back into the house to save
important documents and photographs and letters of his

father.

Why did he break down in tears after the fire?

The author broke down in tears after the fire as he was
unable to find his pet cat. He was already sad as he missed
his old school and now his house got burned and his pet
car was missing.

Why is the author deeply embarrassed the next day
in school? Which words show his fear and
insecurity?

The author was deeply embarrassed on the next day in
school as his clothes looked weird, he had no books or
homework and his backpack was destroyed in the fire.
The words ‘outcast’, ‘geek’ and ‘zombie’ show his fear
and insecuriry.

The cat and the author are very fond of each other.
How has this been shown in the story? Where was
the cat after the fire? Who brings it back and how?

The author missed the cat badly when she got lost. Many
times he would go to his damaged house to search for the
cat. He would also remember the time the author spent

with the car.

Ans.

Ans,

===

——e

The cat used to climb on him and crawl into his pocke;
to sleep when it was a kitten. She would also follow
him. All this shows that the author and the car were
very fond of each other.

The cat was terrified when the author’s house caughr
fire so she had ran away.

A lady brought the cat back by holding it in her arms.

What actions of the schoolmates change the
author's understanding of life and people and
comfort him emotionally? How does his loneliness
vanish and how does he start participating in life?

The author’s schoolmates gave him school supplies,
notebooks and clothes as his house had been
completely destroyed by the fire. They also introduced
themselves to him and invited him to their house. All
these things comforted the author emotionally and
changed his understanding of life and people. This
incident made the author think for the first time that
things are going to be normal in the future. It made his
loneliness vanish and led him to make new friends.

What is the meaning of “My cat was back and 50
was |"? Had the author gone anywhere? Why
does he say that he is also back?

The sentence "My cat was back and so was '] means
that the author is back to normal life after finding his
cat. The author had not gone anywhere. He says this
sentence because finding his car gives him new hope.
that have replaced the feelings of loss and tragedy. Hi
beloved «cat rescues his interest in life and he came ha
10 a positive state of mind.



