Unit-II
The Queen of Boxing (Prose)

Warm-up

We use various sports equipment to play different indoor and outdoor games.
Now, associate the following sports equipment with their corresponding
sports or games.

spear |racket pawns | puck stump | bow &
arrow
Javelin | Tennis/ Chess |Ice Cricket | Archery
Squash’Badminton hockey
club oar striker sabre dice baton
Golf Boating Carrom Fencing Craps Athletics
Question 1.

Have you won any medals? What are the levels to be accomplished to become
an international sportsperson?

Answer:
Yes, | have won three medals. To become an international sportsperson, one
has to clear district, regional, and national level sports contests.

Question 2.
What is your favourite sport? Do you play any sport?

Answer:
My favourite sport is cricket. I play cricket.

Question 3.

In India, the number of women pursuing careers in sports is considerably less,
when compared to men. What do you think are the reasons? Discuss with a
partner and share the ideas with the class.



Answer:

In India, the community looks at marriage as a culmination of a woman'’s goal
in life. Society is yet to recognize the potential of women players to compete

with international players.

Question 4.

Here is a list of Indian women celebrities who are accomplished in the field of
sports and games. Match their names with the sports or games they are
associated with, by drawing lines. One has been done for you as an example.

'S. No. Names of Personalities Sports / Games |

: P.V.Sindhu (@) | golf
2: Geeta Phogat _(b) | weightlifting
3. Koneru Humpy (¢) | swimming
4. Karnam Malleshwari (d) | badminton
5. Anjali Bhagwat (e) | cricket
6. Sania Mirza () | hockey
7% Dipika Pallikal (2) | archery
8. Bula Choudhury (h) | athletics
9. P.T. Usha (7)) | wrestling
10. Saba Anjum Karim (/) | chess
11. Akanksha Singh (k) | shooting
12. Mithali Raj (/) | basketball
13. Sharmila Nicollet (m) | squash
14. Deepika Kumari Y (n) | tennis

Answer:

(d) badminton

(i) wrestling

(j) chess

(b) weight lifting

(k) shooting

(n) tennis

(i) squash

(¢) swimming



(h) athletics
(J) hockey
(k) basketball
(e) cricket

(a) golf
(g) archery

Textual Questions

1. Antonym:
A
(a) amateur
(b) compulsory
(c¢) traditional
(d) expensive
(e) hopeful
(f) accepted
B
professional leader eccentric
respective elusive cheap
unnecessary supportive ancillary
hateful desperate trivial
modem fanciful repulsive
fulfilled refused showered
invaluable novice optional
complex antique determined
Answer:

(a) Professional
(b) Optional

(c) Modern

(d) Cheap



(e) Desperate
(f) Refused

2. Based on your reading of the text, answer the following questions in two to
three sentences each:

Question (a)
How did Mary Kom manage to get financial support for her trip to the USA?

Answer:

Mary Kom managed to get financial support for her trip with the help of her
friend Only. Two MP’s donated her a princely sum of Rs 5,000/- and 3,000/- a
few amounts were collected from the people. Mary Korns dad gave her Rs
2,000/-.

Question (b)
Why did Mary Kom think that she should not return empty-handed?

Answer:

Mary Korn’s dad had given all he had for her trip to the USA. Besides, her
friends had raised funds through MPs. They had pinned their hopes on her. So,
she thought she should not return empty-handed.

Question (c)
What was her first impression of America?

Answer:

She heard that things were expensive in America and people were nice. When
she stepped in, she found it was cold, beautiful, and snow. Whatever she saw
was pleasing to her eye.

Question (d)
Why did she call herself lucky’?

Answer:
Mary Kom was tired and suffering from jet lag. After weighing in, she found
out that she did not have a match that day. Unlike her teammates, she could



take rest well enough to face her opponent in the ring. So, she called herself
lucky.

Question (e)
According to Mary Kom, what was the reason for her loss in the finals?

Answer:
The main reason for her loss in the finals was her loss of appetite. She was not
accustomed to the food there and naturally, she started losing her weight.

Question (f).
What made her feel confident about the competitive players? Explain.

Answer:

She was heartbroken because she lost the gold. The coaches were kind and
appreciated her for winning silver to medal-hungry India. She was the only
person on the team to get a medal. The biggest thing she took away from
World Women'’s boxing championship in Pennsylvania, USA was the
conviction that she could take on any boxer in the world.

Question (g)
What difficulty did she experience while eating Chinese food?

Answer:
She was given two chopsticks to eat her Chinese meals managing with the
sticks to eat was the difficulty she faced.

Question (h)
How was she felicitated on her return to India?

Answer:

On her return, Mary Kom was given a warm welcome at the airport. Back at
Imphal, she was greeted with garlands, drumbeats, and dancing. There was a
victory procession across the town. A felicitation programme was held at
Langol. People showered her with rich encomiums. She was presented with a
traditional shawl.



Question (i)
What did she consider her greatest achievement? Why?

Answer:

Defeating Steluta Duta of Romania at the fourth world championships in New
Delhi was one of her greatest achievements. She gained that victory at her
home that is India.

Unit-II
Confessions of A Born Spectator (Poem)

Warm Up:

Not everybody loves to play and participate in games, sports and other extra-
curricular activities. Some of us wish to be mere spectators. List out the
activities in which you like to be either a performer or a spectator. Share your
views with the class.

Activities
performer / player spectator / audience
e.g. cricket magician
(a)
(b)
(©)
(d)
(e)
Answer:
Activities
performer / player spectator / audience

e.g. cricket magician




(a) Football hockey
(b) volley ball kabbadi
(©) movie chess
(d) music concert dance
(e) karate singing

Textual Questions

1. Based on your understanding of the poem, answer the following questions
in a sentence or two.

One infant grows up and becomes a jockey,
Another plays basketball or hockey,

This one the prize ring hates to enter

That one becomes a tackle or center,

[ am just glad as glad can be

That [ am not them, that they are not me.

With all my heart I do admire
Athletes who sweat for fun or hire,
Who take the field in gaudy pomp,
And maim each other as they romp,
My limp and bashful spirit feeds

On other people’s heroic deeds.

Now A runs ninety yards to score,

B knocks the champion to the floor,
Cracking vertebrae and spines,
Lashes his steed across the line,
You’d think my ego it would please
To swap positions with one of these.



Well, ego it might be pleased enough,
But zealous athletes play so rough

They do not ever in their dealings
Consider one another’s feelings.

I'm glad that when my struggle begins
‘Twixt prudence and ego, prudence wins.

When swollen eye meets gnarled fist
When snaps the knee, and cracks the wrist,
When officialdom demands,

[s there a doctor in the stands?

My soul in true thanksgiving speaks

For this modest of physiques.

“Athletes, I'll drink to you

Or eat with you,

Or anything except compete with you,
Buy tickets worth their radium,

To watch you gambol in the stadium,
And reassure me anew

That you are not me and I'm not you

Question (a)
Why does the poet feel glad that he does not play any game?

Answer:
The poet feels glad that he does not play any game as he doesn’t like to get
injured by playing games.

Question (b)
Do you think the narrator is heroic? Why?

Answer:

[ don’t think the narrator/poet is heroic. A Hero is one who confronts any
challenge and acts on it and fights to the end. The narrator is happy as a non-
participant observer of heroic and rough games.



Question (¢)
The poet is satisfied just watching the heroic deeds of others. What could be
the reason?

Answer:
He satisfies his desire of playing by watching the heroic deeds of others.

Question (d)
The poet does not wish to exchange position with the runners. Why?

Answer:

The poet does not wish to break any world record in running. He knows that
athletes have no feelings for their fellow players. So, the poet does not want to
exchange positions with the runners.

Question (e)
Are the athletes conscious of the feelings of others? Why do you say so?

Answer:
No, when they play with an enthusiasm to win they are conscious of their
victory alone and not of the feelings of others.

Question (f)
Why would the referee ask whether there was a doctor in the stands? What
stands is he referring to?

Answer:

When boxing contests go on, one tries to crack the wrist or snap the knee of
the other boxer. When such an event takes place, a referee asks for a doctor to
provide First Aid to the fatally wounded wrestler/boxer. The stands refer to
the boxing ring.

Question (g)
Why does the poet prefer to buy tickets worth their weight in radium? Bring

out the significance of the metal referred to here.

Answer:
As the athletes risk their life the poet prefers to buy tickets worth their weight



in radium. The metal radium is more active and costly. The athletes are also
very active in their playfield. So the poet is ready to buy tickets even if it is
costly.

2. Read the poem again and complete the summary using the words given in
the box.

(thanksgiving, exchange, glad, confesses, physiques, zealous, satisfied, aims,
admires)

In the poem ‘Confessions of a Born Spectator,” Ogden Nash talks about how
people choose different sports in their lives or decide to become athletes.
While admiring the talents of athletes and sportsmen, the poet (i) that
he is glad that he is neither a sportsman nor an athlete. Children have
different (ii) and wish to play various games. Each child has in mind
something in particular, but the narrator is (iii) he is not one of the
players. Though the narrator (iv) the talents of all athletes, he derives
satisfaction from watching them,” but does not wish to (v) places with
them. He also sometimes regrets that (vi) athletes play rough games
without caring for the feelings of their sporting rivals. He feels that good sense
and caution win over ego. The narrator wholeheartedly offers (vii) the
modest (viii) of athletes. Ultimately the narrator is (ix) that he
himself is not an athlete.

Answer:

confesses
aims

glad

admires
exchange
zealous
thanksgiving
physiques
satisfied
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3. Read the poem and answer the following in a short paragraph of 8-10
sentences each.



Question (a)
Row does the poet establish the victory of common sense over ego?

Answer:

The poet is sure of his limitations. He had only modest of physiques. He can’t
imagine receiving blows in a boxer’s ring. He has seen zealous athletes playing
so rough that they never consider the feelings of fellow players. They are
insensitive to the cracking wrist and snapping knees of fellows players. When
his ego and prudence clashed, ego told him to seek glory in sports, but his
presence always ignored it. Thus common sense prevailed. He remained a
cheerful lifetime fan. He was contented as a spectator of all kinds of games and
sports and world-famous athletes.

Question (b)
The poet does not wish to exchange places with the athletes. How does he
justify his view?

Answer:

In the very first stanza, the poet admits that right from his boyhood days, he
was glad to watch others play all kinds of games including boxing. He was glad
that he was not one of them. His limp and bashful spirit feeds on the heroism
of other players. He watches with a palpitating heart when ‘A’ runs ninety
yards to bag a medal. He watches with obvious alarm when ‘B’ knocks another
boxer down cracking his vertebrae and spines. The players maim each other.
His ego would never be pleased to swap places with such popular players. He
listens to the mention of prudence/common sense and refrains from hurting
himself or others by not participating in any game whatsoever. Thus he
justifies his view to continue as a spectator.

Question (c)
According to the poet, what contributes most to the injuries sustained by the
athletes?

Answer:

According to the poet, zealous athletes play so rough that they do not even
consider one another’s feelings in their dealings with other players. The
players are mostly goaded by prize money or glory from the media’s light on
them. They maim each other as they romp. Cracking vertebrae and spines



don’t stop the rough players. Most of the players don’t have sportsmanship.
They don’t treat success and failure equally.

In order to get the light of fame on their face, they are ready to permanently
disable a rival player too. The crazy desire for championship titles, the light of
fame on them, leads them to ignore swollen eyes, snapping of knee joints or
cracking of wrists. In short, the poet believes the apathy of zealous players
and obvious indifference to the pain and debilitating injury contributes most
to the injuries sustained by athletes.

4. Read the given lines and answer the questions that follow in a sentence or
two.

(a) With all my heart I do admire
Athletes who sweat for fun or hire

Question (i)
Whom does the poet admire?

Answer:
The poet admires athletes who play games.

Question (ii)
For what reasons do the athletes sweat?

Answer:
The athletes play and sweat for fun or money.

(b) Well, ego it might be pleased enough
But zealous athletes play so rough.

Question (i)

What pleases the ego?

When players outsmart their opponents and crack their vertebrae and spine,
the ego is pleased.

Question (ii)
Why are athletes often rough during play?



Enthusiastic athletes, in a bid to impress umpires and the spectators, play
roughly. Besides, they have no feelings for their opponents in the
ring/playground.

(c) When officialdom demands
[s there a doctor in the stands?

Question (i)
Why are doctors called from stands by the sponsors?

Answer:
The doctors are called from the stands by the sponsors to attend to a badly
hurt and bleeding athlete.

Question (ii)

Why does the poet make such an observation?

The poet does not wish to swap places with either heroes or victims of brutal
sports. So, he makes this remark.

(d) When snaps the knee and cracks the wrist.
Identify and explain the use of the literary device in this line.

Answer:
Onomatopoeia is used here.

5. A. Explain the following with reference to the context in about 50-60 words
each.

Question (i)
[ am just glad as glad can be
That I am not them, that they are not me...

Answer:
Reference: The poet Ogden Nash says these words in the poem “Confession of
a Bom Spectator’

Context: While discussing the athletes he admires, the poet says these words.
Explanation: The poet was a bom spectator. Right from his boyhood, he had



seen boys aspire for sports championships. He had wondered at their ability
to specialize in horse riding, to play hockey or basketball. He had seen young
ones trying to play center in football or be a tackle or offender in a game like
kabaddi. But he has been absolutely glad that he is not them and they are not
him.

Comment: Ogden Nash shows his contentment to be a spectator.

Question (ii)
They do not ever in their dealings
Consider one another’s feelings...

Answer:

Reference: The poet Ogden Nash says these words in the poem “Confessions of
a Bom Spectator”.

Context: The poet says these words while highlighting the callous indifference
of players to the pain and injuries of fellow players.

Explanation: Every player considers the player in the opposite team as a
deadly rival. He looks for an opportunity. We do find hockey players hitting
good players on the ankle with the stick to prevent them from playing great
shots. Bowlers try to hit the body of the batsman with the ball. They don’t
seem to notice cracking wrists and snapping knees as their focus is only on
victory and glory! In short, the players do not have feelings for the fellow
players.

Comment: The poet brings out the attitude of zealous players.

Question (iii)

Athletes, I'll drink to you,

Or eat with you,

Or anything except competing with you...

Answer:
Reference: These words are from the poem “Confessions of a Bom Spectator”
written by Ogden Nash.

Context: The poet says these while contemplating the probability of swapping
places with them.



Explanation: The poet has a limp and bashful spirit which feeds on other
people’s heroic deeds. The zealous players maim one another to win laurels.
The thrill and excitement of all kinds of sports and games please the poet but
he is wise enough to stay out and be a spectator because he has modest
physiques. He admits he would rather share a drink with them in a pub or
dine with them in a restaurant. He is even ready to buy the most expensive
tickets, as expensive as radium, to see them play the rough games but never
compete with them.

Comment: The poet shows his happiness to treat them with a costly drink
since he enjoys being a spectator.

B. Read the poem and complete the table with suitable rhyming words.

e.g. enter center
(D hockey
admire (2)
(3) romp
.................... (4) deeds
score (5)
please (6)
(7) wrist
demands (8)
(9) stadium

Answer:

jockey
hire
pomp
feeds
floor
these
fist
stands
radium
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C. Underline the alliterated words in the following lines.

Question (i)
For this most modest physiques...

Answer:
most, modest

Question (ii)
They do not ever in their dealings...

Answer:

do, dealings

D. Find out the rhyme scheme of the given stanza.
One infant grows up and becomes a jockey
Another plays basketball or hockey

This one the prize ring hates to enter

That one becomes a tackle or center...

Answer:

aa;bb

Listening Activity

6. First, read the following statements. Then, listen to the passage read aloud
by your teacher or played on the recorder and answer the questions that
follow. You may listen to it again if required.

Tejaswini Sawant is an Indian shooter from the Maharashtrian city of
Kolhapur. Her father Ravinder Sawant was an officer in the Indian Navy.
Tejaswini represented India in 2004 at the 9t South Asian Sports Federation
Games. She, in the 2006 Commonwealth Games, won one gold medal in
Women’s 10m Air Rifle Singles and Women’s 10m Air Rifle pairs. In 2009, in
the 50m Rifle 3 positions, she won a bronze and in 2010 she became a world
champion in 50m Rifle Prone game held in Germany. In the 2010
Commonwealth Games, she won one bronze and two silver medals in the
women’s 50m Rifle Prone Pairs, the Women'’s 50m Rifle Prone Singles and the



Women's 50m Rifle 3 positions respectively. Tejaswini was the first Indian
shooter to win a Gold medal at the world championship in 50m Rifle Prone
Game.

Choose the most appropriate option and complete the sentences.

Question 1.

Tejaswini Sawant is an Indian
(a) shooter

(b) boxer

(c) cricketer

Answer:
(a) shooter

Question 2.
She represented India at the 9th South Asian Sports Federation Games in

(a) 2001
(b)2002
(c) 2004

Answer:
(c) 2004

Question 3.

In 2006, she won a Gold medal in the Games.
(a) Commonwealth Games

(b) Olympic

(c) Asian

Answer:
(a) Commonwealth Games

Question 4.

She became a world champion in the 50 m Rifle Prone game held in
(a) Germany

(b) Russia



(¢) India

Answer:
(a) Germany

Question 5.

Tejaswini was the first Indian woman shooter to win a medal at the
World Championship in the 50m rifle prone game.

(a) gold

(b) silver

(c) bronze

Answer:
(a) gold

Speaking Activity
7. Work with your partner. Discuss and share your ideas with the class.

Question (a)
Tell the class about your ambition in life and the way you are working
towards achieving your goal.

Answer:
A respected teacher and my dear friends.

“If music is the food of love play on,” says Orsino in Shakespeare’s most
famous play, “Twelfth Night”. [ heard the melodious lullaby my mom used to
sing when I was a baby in the cradle. [ am told I had stayed awake long hours
to listen to my mom'’s charming voice. Most of my family members are
passionately in love with music. They keep murmuring some classical song or
Gajal even while mopping the floor or cutting vegetables. Unlike other
parents, my parents never asked me if [ wanted to become a doctor or
engineer. They just let me be.

Just like thirsty people gravitating towards water cooler in summer, I just
listened to songs and enjoyed them. I can never recall which point of time I
decided to make a career in music. It just happened like falling in love. |



started practicing music first with my family members. Then [ wanted to learn
from a master. My mom took me to my uncle Varadhacharya for my classical
music lessons. He initiated me into the dream world of ragas and helped me
identify the names of ragas. He took me to music concerts where the world’s
best musicians sang and played both classical and western music. As music
has no language, I listen to all kinds of songs. I've decided to become a
musician by profession. I am now lemming to play keyboard

A.R. Rahman master’s music school for free. I love to pursue music because it
would be nice to do what you love most and be paid fabulously for it. Dear
friends, listen to the call of your heart and pursue your career. Please wish me
good luck for my career. [ wish you all great careers in your life after school.

I thank the Headmaster, Principal for giving me this opportunity to share my
dream career with you all.

Question b.

Your friend competes with you in academics and sports. Think of the situation
wherein you would not be affected by his/her victory and the ways in which
you would encourage your friend to succeed.

Answer:

My friend Tharun and Kavin are in the same class from Std II. We have many
things in common which naturally brought us together. He is good at
Mathematics but [ am good at languages. He is an all-rounder in cricket. But |
can bat well and do some fielding too. My Mathematics teacher Mr. Selvaraj
always remembers to compliment Tharun and snub me whenever test papers
are distributed. But my English teacher Miss Sangeetha is a balanced person.
She does appreciate creative writing but never snubs anyone. She has
something nice to say to everyone. It was in one such class she gave me and
Tharun a joint project.

We were asked to interview people living at the border struggling to eke out a
living. This joint project eradicated the ego in us. We saw life afresh. We, for
the first time, felt grateful to our parents for taking care of us and meeting our
needs much above their capacity. Afterward, I derived pleasure in the
centuries hit. He raved over the catches [ had made in the field or the
occasional sixes I had hit. Now we have become family friends. I go to his



home to learn my math and he comes to my home when a difficult English
assignment is there. As we celebrate one another’s success in both academics
and sports, the occasional jealousy that used to crop between us is buried
once for all. When you enjoy others’ success and share their joy and when you
have a friend who is happy for you, there is a feeling that life is wonderful.

8. Answer the following questions in a short paragraph of about 100-150
words each. You may add your own ideas to support your point of view.

Question a.
Why do accidents usually happen in the playground? Give your own examples
and explain.

Answer:

Accidents happen in the field. Once a pole vault champion was in the mid-air.
The pole he was ‘using to jump suddenly snapped. More than 3.5 million
children in the age group of 5-14 years get hurt annually playing sports or
participating in some recreating activity. In rough games such as football,
children even get brain injuries. Such accidents happen because athletes who
involve in brave acts throw caution to the winds and do a dare-devil
adventures like skiing in deadly valleys and mountain tops.

Fencing causes sword injury. In Tamil Nadu, a boy lost his eye sight, due to an
accident in fencing. Boxing is the worst game which evinces the damages to
chin, skull, jaws, etc. Muhammad Ali the legendary boxer, made holes in the
skull of an opponent boxer with his technical hits. Jallikattu sports, causes
fatal injuries. | have seen young men gored to death by charging bulls. Ankle
gets sprained when a long jumper lands on sand in an awkward manner.
Chronic injuries are caused when sportsman over stretch their muscles. Some
athletes in my class went for 400 m dash without any practice. Just before the
finish line, they had cramps and fell down with great pain. If one decides to
become a sport person he must do regular practice to avoid or overcome
sports injuries.

Question b.
Everybody is special and everybody is a hero. Each one has a story to tell. In
light of this observation, present your views.



Answer:

God creates everyone to become ‘somebody’. Each scar can be turned into a
star. Human beings are unique. Each has a talent that is unique. Like billions of
snowflakes, we have children with diverse capacities and abilities. Anita was
bom in a poor family. Her parents did not want her to continue her studies.
She went on a fast for three days and made her parents agree to her high
school education. She attended some training sessions on beekeeping. She
found swarms of bees approaching litchi trees. She gave private tuition to
village children and started her beekeeping business. Within a few years,
there was a huge demand for honey from Anitha. She not only made money
for her family, she taught girls of her village to learn to do beekeeping.
Initially, it was not an easy job. She was stung many times. She went to school
with swollen faces and was mocked at for doing a man’s job. But she did
succeed. Later on, she became the Panchayat president and did many good
things.

Now Anitha’s life story is in NCERT textbooks. Similarly, Sakshi Malik won the
first medal in a wrestling match for medal-hungry India. It was Sindhu who
brought laurels to India by winning the world title in badminton. Even Mary
Kom who got five times gold medal for boxing was not born with a silver
spoon in her mouth. Recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has opened
“Mary Kom Regional Boxing Foundation” in Imphal, Manipur. She did not even
have enough money to attend her first international boxing contest in USA; Lai
Bahadur Shastri, who was our former Prime Minister, had no money to travel
by boat to his school. It cost one rupee those days. He used to keep all his
school uniform and the books in a bag, keep it above his head and swim with
one hand across Ganga every day to school. He was very short in appearance.
When a foreign delegate asked him if he was not embarrassed as he was puny
in size.

He laughed and said, “Why should I? Every other leader has to bow and talk to
me. It is honoring me in fact.” People irrespective of their economic
backgrounds do succeed. Stephen Hawkins after being declared that he
suffered from a debilitating paralytic attack asked his doctors if his brain was
okay. That feeling made him the most powerful scientist in the world. He was
called the living Einstein. He wrote the book, “the brief history of time”.
Contrary to the predictions of doctors, he lived upto 73 and died. He is a role
model for all differently-abled persons in the world. When everything is lost
hope remains. | agree that everybody is special and a hero. This applies to



rickshaw pullers and the Prime Minister of the country, to the Pakora
salesman and IT giants. All are humans and each one has a special skill. Let us
respect everyone.

Question c.
Would you like to exchange your place with someone else? Why / why not?

Answer:

Yes, I would like to exchange my place with Donald Trump, the American
President. After he won the presidency he has created a cold war between
many ethnic minorities and Americans. His policies against emigrants have
made him. very unpopular. His stand against Muslims seeking a visa for
studies or even Short stay draw a lot of criticism among Americans who
believe in liberty, equality, and justice. If | were permitted to swap places with
Trump, I will liberate the laws that permit Indian citizens to enter America to
pursue post-graduate studies or seek jobs corresponding to their skill sets. I
could also liberalise the emigration policy without. hurting the harmonious
co-existence of many races.

[ would not exchange my position with the RBI Governor. His position now is
the most worrisome. On the one hand, media is persuading the poorest of the
poor to do all transactions through Rupay or BHIM App. Middle-class people
pay their taxes very honestly. But Business magnets take loans to the tune of
5000 crores and just escape to foreign countries. If the centralized monitoring
of nationalized banks is not done effectively, why should the large
hardworking middle-class trust nationalized banks: we can’t trust RBI which
has failed in restoring, the faith of the common man.

Question d.
What sort of encouragement should an athlete in India be given? Give a few
suggestions.

Answer:

An athlete should get flexible schooling hours. He must be given free Boarding
and lodging. The food he gets should be free but not free from quality. He must
be given opportunities to attend meetings or listen to the videos of world’s
best players in games and sports in which. he wishes to specialize. Those who
hail from poor socio-economic background must be given sports shoes and



uniforms and their travel expenses must be borne by either government or
government approved sponsors.

Rural sports centre must be established at the district headquarters in every
district. National level and international champions should interact with
budding players once in six months. This would motivate young players to a
great extent. A sports village could be designed in every district headquarter
to nurture talents identified at a young age. “Many a flower is bom to blush
unseen and waste its fragrance in the desert air”. To avoid such a thing,
government must spend 2% of its GDP for developing sports culture among all
children. Every school must have a playground and a skilled physical
education teacher too.

Question e.
You are the School Pupil Leader. Mention some qualities that can be drawn
from the field of sports to improve your leadership skills.

Answer:

A school pupil leader should be a role model. He should coach and lead his
team. He should give appropriate counsel to the weak members. He should
appreciate genuine efforts even if it doesn’t fetch results. He should encourage
enjoyment of the work rather than success. Victory and failure should be
treated with composure and equanimity mind.

He must nurture positive thoughts among young ones. He should inform the
young ones, “No battle is lost until it is fought”. If one has courage, persistence
and team spirit, one can definitely succeed. One has to fix realistic goals for the
team and offer support for the team to achieve it.



Unit-II
A Shot in the Dark (Supplementary)

Warm up
Can you spot 10 differences between these pictures?

How observant are you? Individually, try to spot as many differences as
possible in five minutes. If you have spotted less than five, then you really

need to improve your observation skill just to save yourself from being
misled.




Textual Questions

1. Answer the following questions in about 30-50 words each:

Question (a)
Why did Philip Sletherby visit Brill Manor?

Answer:
Philip Sletherby visited Brill Manor because he had been invited by Mrs.
Honorio Saltpen Jago for a luncheon at Brill Manor.



Question (b)
How would Sletherby gain from his friendship with Honoria Saltpen-Jago?

Answer:

Mr. Philip Sletherby’s hostess was a person of social importance in London,
especially of considerable importance in the Chalkshire. He pinned his hopes
on her recommendations to get a ticket to contest the MP election in the
eastern division of Chalkshire. One of his club acquaintance assured him that
Mrs.Saltpen-Jago had a reputation of being an excellent hostess. °

Question (c)
Why did his travel companion curse and mutter?

Answer:

Mr. Sletherby’s travel companion was a young man of about twenty-two. He
cursed and muttered because he had lost his valet along with the family crest.
He claimed that he did so foolishly to seal a letter. He had forgotten to collect
the valet.

Question (d)
Describe Bertie’s problem.

Answer:

Bertie was returning formatting experience for about six months. He had done
a damn awkward thing. He left behind his sovereign purse with four quid in it.
It was all his worldly wealth at the moment. He must have left the purse on
the table. He was stopping at a little country in a near Brondquay for three
days’ fishing. As none knows him there, he needed money for his week-end
bill and tips and cab to and from the station. In short, he desperately needed
three pounds to manage the crisis.

Question (e)
‘There was a tinge of coldness in his voice.” Why?

Answer:

Bertie claimed that he had not seen his mom Mrs. Saltpen-Jago for about six
months, because he had gone for yachting. As he had overheard Mr.
Sletherby’s intention of visiting Mrs. Saltpen-Jago at Brill Manor he introduced



himself as Bertie, Mrs. Saltpen’s younger son. He had lost his sovereign purse.
He needed to borrow three quid. As Mr. Sletherby had some suspicion he
asked him what was the crest-like? He immediately replied it was demi-lion
holding a cross-crosslet. Disbelieving his words, with a tinge of coldness in his
voice, Mr. Sletherby said that Mrs. Saltpen-Jago had a grey hound courant on
her note paper.

Question (f)
Compare the two crests.

Answer:

The Saltpen crest was “a demi-lion holding a cross-crosslet in its paw.” The
Jago crest was a grey hound. Both were used in the family. Bertie could use
either of the crests. Bertie had a feeling that he belonged to Saltpens, who
used demi-lion crest always.

Question (g)
What was Sletherby’s response to Bertie’s request?

Answer:

Sletherby initially agreed to lend three pounds. But he wanted to ensure that
he was not taken for a ride. He asked him if his mother had a close
resemblance with him. Bertie claimed that his mom had dark brown hair like
himself. Mr. Sletherby was already biased against lending the money as he
believed that Grey hound was the crest found on Mrs. Saltpen-Jago’s note book
paper. So, he refused to lend the promised loan to Bertie.

Question (h)
What caught his attention about the car door?

Answer:
The car door had two crests along. One was the demi-lion holding a cross-
crosslet in its paw and the other was a greyhound.

Question (i)
Describe Honario Saltpen-Jago.



Answer:

Honario Saltpen-Jago was a brilliant and influential woman. She knew exactly
when to take up an individual or drop him. She had very fine looks but she
spoiled it. She had k beautiful dark brown hair but applied some dye and
changed it into blonde.

Question (j)
Why did K.C.’s words shock Sletherby?

Answer:

Mr. Sletherby had left Mr. Bertie, Mrs. Honario Saltpen-Jago’s younger son on
his way to Brill Manor in a railway station penniless and frustrated. He had
not believed Bertie’s. description of his mom’s dark brown hair and the
family’s double crest. When the footman Mr. KC commented on Mrs. Saltpen'’s
changed Looks, Mr. Sletherby was alarmed and he realized that he had
behaved in a mean way. He had mistaken Bertie to be fraud. Thus K.C.'s words
had shocked Mr. Sletherby.

2. Rearrange the sentences given below and write a summary of the story in a
paragraph. Begin with:

Philip Sletherby was travelling by train to Brill Manor.

(a) The young man introduced himself as Bertie, the son of Saltpen Jago.

(b) Bertie needed three pounds desperately and asked Sletherby to lend it to
him.

(c) All the time Sletherby was gazing at the door panel of the car, on which
were the two crests - a demi-lion and a grey hound courant.

(d) He was received by Claude People. K.C.,who had kept on talking about
various things.

(e) Bertie had left his purse behind, after sealing an envelope with the crest on
the purse.

(f) Bertie stated that it was the Jago crest. He further added that his mother’s
hair was dark brown similar to his.

(g) While describing the appearance of Honario Saltpen-Jago, K.C. referred to
her altered’ hairstyle.

(h) Sletherby realized that Bertie had not lied to him, but that he had mistaken
him for a fraud.

(i) He explained that the Saltpen crest was that of a demi-lion.



(j) Sletherby sat dumbstruck on learning that Mrs. Honario Saltpen Jago had
changed her dark brown hair to a blonde, just five weeks ago.

(k) Sletherby pointed out to him that his mother’s letter had a greyhound
courant crest.

(1) His companion in the train was a yOungman who was searching for
something frantically.

(m) Suspecting foul play, Sletherby did not give him any money, as he knew
Mrs. Saltpen- Jago was a blonde.

Answers:

() His companion in the train was a young man who was searching for
something frantically.

(a) The young man introduced himself as Bertie, the son of Saltpen Jago.

(e) Bertie had left his purse behind, after sealing an envelope with the crest on
the purse.

(b) Bertie needed three pounds desperately and asked Sletherby to lend it to
him.

(i) He explained that the Saltpen crest was that of a demi-lion.

(k) Sletherby pointed out to him that his mother’s letter had a greyhound
courant crest.

(J) Bertie stated that it was the Jago crest. He further added that his mother’s
hair was dark brown similar to his. .

(m) Suspecting foul play, Sletherby did not give him any money, as he knew
Mrs. Saltpen- Jago was a blonde.

(d) He was received by Claude People. K.C.,who had kept on talking about
various things.

(c) All the time Sletherby was gazing at the door panel of the car, on which
were the two crests - a demi-lion and a grey hound courant.

(g) While describing the appearance of Honario Saltpen-Jago, K.C. referred to
her altered hairstyle.

(j) Sletherby sat dumbstruck on learning that Mrs. Honario Saltpen Jago had
changed her dark brown hair to a blonde, just five weeks ago.

(h) Sletherby realized that Bertie had not lied to him, but that he had mistaken
him for a fraud.



Answer (for summary of the story in a paragraph)

Philip Sletherby was travelling by train to Brill Manor. His companion was a
young man named Bertie, the son of Saltpen Jago. Bertie had left his purse
behind after sealing an envelope with the crest on the purse. He asked
Sletherby to lend three pounds to him. He also explained that the Saltpen crest
was that of a.demi-lion. Sletherby said that his mother’s letter had a
greyhound courant crest. Bertie said that his mother’s hair was dark brown
similar to his. Suspecting foul play, Sletherby did not give him any money, as
he knew Mrs. Saltpen-]Jago was a blonde. He was received by Claude People,
K.C., who had kept on talking about various things. While describing the
appearance of Honario Saltpen-Jago, K.C. referred to her altered hairstyle and
said that she had changed her dark brown hair to a blonde, just five weeks
ago. Sletherby realized that Bertie had not lied to him, but that he had
mistaken him for a fraud.

3. Explain the following phrases selected from the story in your own words
and work with a partner to make sentences using these phrases:

(a)on approval

(b)a rustic holiday

(c)a double-distilled idiot

(d)a tinge of coldness

(e)making up for lost time

Answer:
(a) Seetha went abroad on her dad’s approval.

(b) The students who went on a rustic holiday to Kurangani forest were
caught in a forest fire accident.

(c) Some double - distilled idiots ill-treat their parents in old age.

(d) The manager turned down the worker’s plea for a pay hike with a tinge of
coldness.

(e) The boy had to study two hours more every day to make up for the lost
time



4. Answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 100-150 words
each.

(a) Describe the youth’s strange behaviour when he was in the train.

(b) One has to be cautious and not be carried away by stories. How did
Sletherby exhibit caution?

(c) How did Sletherby’s judgement of Bertie turn out to be a wrong one?

(d) As Sletherby, would you apologise to Bertie for your rude behaviour? Give
reasons.

(e) ‘Seeing is believing’. How is this humorously disproved in this story? Bring
out the irony in the situation.

Answer:
Do it yourself.



