
Environment and Sustainable Development 

 

1. “During the colonial period, the occupational structure showed lopsided 

movements.”    (2024) 

(a) Do you agree with the given statement ? Justify your answer with valid 

arguments. 

Ans. Yes, The occupational structure during the colonial period showed lopsided 

movements as: 

• Parts of Madras Presidency, Bombay and Bengal witnessed a decline in the 

dependence of the workforce on the agricultural sector with a 

commensurate increase in the manufacturing and the services sectors. 

• There had been an increase in the share of workforce in agriculture in 

states such as Orissa, Rajasthan and Punjab. 

(b) Elaborate the reasons owing to which the private sector was regulated under 

the Industrial Policy Resolution, 1956. 

Ans. The Industrial Policy Resolution, 1956 regulated the private sector through a 

system of licenses. This policy aimed at achieving regional equality. The 

government made it relatively easier to obtain an industrial license, for industrial 

units to be established in economically backward areas. 

Moreover, to ensure judicious use of resources owned by the private sector, 

licenses were needed for expanding/diversifying output by existing industrial 

units. 

2. Read the following text carefully :  (2024) 

In order to address two major environmental concerns in India, viz. water and air 

pollution, the government set up the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) in 

1974. This was followed by states establishing their own state level boards to 

address all the environmental concerns. They investigate, collect and disseminate 

information relating to water, air and land pollution, lay down standards for 

sewage/trade effluent and emissions. These boards provide technical assistance 

to governments in promoting cleanliness of streams and wells by prevention, 

control and abatement of water pollution, and improve the quality of air and to 

prevent, control or abate air pollution in the country.  

These boards also carry out and sponsor investigation and research relating to 

problems of water and air pollution and for their prevention, control or 

abatement. They organize, through mass media, a comprehensive mass 

awareness programme for the same. The PCBs prepare manuals, codes and 

guidelines relating to treatment and disposal of sewage and trade effluents.  



They assess the air quality through regulation of industries. In fact, state boards, 

through their district level officials, periodically inspect every industry under 

their jurisdiction to assess the adequacy of treatment measures provided to treat 

the effluent and gaseous emissions. It also provides background air quality data 

needed for industrial siting and town planning.  

The pollution control boards collect, collate and disseminate technical and 

statistical data relating to water pollution. They monitor the quality of water in 

125 rivers (including the tributaries), wells, lakes, creeks, ponds, tanks, drains 

and canals.  

On the basis of the given text and common understanding, answer the following 

questions : 

(a) State any two concerns owing to which the Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB) was established. 

Ans. Two major concerns owing to which the Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB) was established were: 

• Water pollution 

• Air pollution 

(b) Explain any two functions performed by the Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB). 

Ans. Functions performed by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) are: 

• It investigates, collects and disseminates information relating to water, air and 

land pollution. 

• It lays down standards for sewage/trade effluent and emissions. 

(c) Elaborate any two strategies to ensure sustainable development as adopted 

by India. 

Ans. In order to ensure sustainable development, following strategies are 

adopted by India: 

• Use of wind energy: In areas where speed of wind is usually high, windmills are 

used to generate electricity without any adverse impact on the environment.  

• Use of solar energy: With the help of photovoltaic cells/solar panels, solar 

energy can be converted into electricity. This technology is extremely useful for 

remote areas and is free from pollution.  

3. Elaborate the concept of Externalities with the help of suitable example.  

(2024) 



Ans. Externalities refer to benefits/harms which are caused by one entity to 

another without being paid/ penalised for it. 

For example: Newly developed public park 
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