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(i) Explanation of the passage of the text
(i) One short answer type question
(within 30 words)
(iii) Vocabulary based question of the text
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PASSAGES for Expl-anation-v' :

Q. 1. Explain with reference to the context any one of

the following liassage_s g vy . : 10
(8) The villages we passed had walls made of mud

mixed with water and cow- dung. Their peaked roofs
- were thatched—bundles of grass tied to bamboo poles
stretched across the rafters. That day the pumpkin
vines that grew over them were in bloom, trailing
streaks of yellow over drab walls. _
Reference to the context : These lines have been
taken from the lesson ‘A Girl with a Basket’ written by
William C. Douglas, an American judge. He happened to
visit Kumaon hills in 1950. These lines describe. en route
description of areas of this region.
Explanation : Mr Douglas was travelling in an Indian
train frem Delhi to Bareilly. In this region he saw flat land
_running to the hotizon. Hot humid air was moving from
" south-west. He saw Indian villages with grand heritage of
Indian peasant culture. Walls of houses were made of mud.
They were painted with cow-dung, At that time there were no
houses made of brick. The roofs were thatched with bundles
of grass and bamboo poles. Mr Douglas was fascinated to see
pumpkin vines growing all over that area. Many walls were
covered by these pumpkin.vines and these vines were
glorifying the beauty of Nature.
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(b) They were poor people to start with; they
were poorer as they began their long trek; for all they
could carry was a bit of food and a few belongings.
Soon they were out of food. A few days after they
started, they began to fall by the way-side from the
weakness of hunger, and died where they fell.

' ' v d (2016, 2020 Z2)

Reference to the context : These lines have been
taken from the lesson ‘A Girl with a Basket’ written by
William C. Douglas. He was surrounded by refugee
children. Their parents came to India to take shelter and
protection, They left Pakistan for ever. They were afraid of
being tortured.

Explanation : In 1947 India was divided into two
parts and Pakistan came into existence. A large number of
people left Pakistan. They decided to go to India. All of them

were poor, When they started their journey to India they

became more poorer. Their journey to India was full of many
difficulties. They were able only to carry a bit of food anfl very
few luggage. Duc to so many difficulties all of them could not
veach India. Some of them died on the way due to long
journey. They were so much tired and hungry. Due. to
weakness of hunger and fatigue they fell by the wayside.
They died where they fell. They were unfortunite people and
they suffered so much.
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(t) The most diligent, aggressive vendor was a
beautiful girl of nine right in front of me. She had a
lovely basket with handle; and she wanted a rupee and
a half for it or about thirty cents. She was an earnest
pleader. There were tears in her eyes. She pleaded and
begged in tones that would wring any heart.
} (2009, 11, 17, 18)
Reference to the context : These lines have been

taken from the lesson ‘A Girl with a Basket’ written by
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William C. Douglas. The author was surrounded by the
refugee children. All the children were eagerto sell their fans
and baskets to the author. Author purchased some baskets
and fans. '
Explanation : The author says that there was also a nine

year old beautiful girl in the crowd of children. She was.
requesting to the author to buy her basket. Author had already

purchased some baskets. Therefore he was not in need to
purchase another basket. But the girl was a ‘very serious
pleader. She requested again and again to the author to
purchase her basket. Her demand for basket was only a rupee
and a half. The manner of the girl to present her demand before
author was most impressive. There was pity in her request. It
was quiet impossible to refuse to her request. f Co
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X (d) I tried to explain that I could not buy the
basket but extended the gratuity as a substitute,
I realized at once what offence I had given. This child

of nine, dressed in rags and on the edge of starvation -

raised her chin, reached into the basket, and with all
the pride andgraciousness of alady handed the money
back to me. There was only one thing I could do,
I bought the basket. She wiped her eyes, smiled and
dashed down the platform, headed for some grass hut
that would have at least thirty cents that night.

(2020 zx)

-born in squalor and pove

ntext : These lines haye been

' : sson ‘A Girl with a Basket’ written by
:;E?.?ﬂf;ogl. ];1:;1;%. He had bought_ f"m:r bhskets.IHe d(lld not
need more. So he could not buy the glrl's _hask}:t. l{ntt:tr efrr to
get rid of the girl, he put some money 1l he_r as eh_as ee
gift. This was not liked by the girl. In these lines author tells

happened. Vo _

ueell %J:;Iv;iitiopr? : The author says that he had no room
for more articles. He was quite u1'1able to bala}ucg all the
articles which he bought during his journey. He dxsl not want
anything more to be purchased. But the refugee girl wanted -
that he should buy her basket. On account of his inability, he
took out a handful of change not more than ﬁff_:een (-:ents and
put it into her basket, she looked to be requesting him to buy
the basket. He tried to explain her that he was quite unable to

Reference to the co

' buy her basket. Therefore, he wanted to give this amount as

charity. At this the girl did not accept the money as gratuity.
Then, the author could understand what offence he had
committed to her,
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rty, uneducated in both :
had given me a glimpse of the
(2010, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19
......... Passion for independence: .
. (2019
i soul of India. (2020ZV)
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English » Class 12

The author says that the beautiful little girl was born
in a dirty and poor plface. Her family was also very poor. The
author found that the refugee girl was fully uneducated. She
had no knowledge of grammar. She was not trained in good
and cultured behaviour. But the self-respecting behaviour of
the poor small girl gave the author a clear idea of the
liveliness found in the people of India. She was the
representative of the se].f~respe9ed soul of India.
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SHORT ANSWER v

Type Questions = |

Q. 2. Answer any one of the following'quest_ions innot ,

more than 30 words : s 5
(a) Why did millions of people leave Pakistan for

India ? 5,
G ST+ W WA o o uTfeeT ol orgr?

- Ans. Due to partition between India and Pakistan and
by the fear of religious fanaticism millions of people left
Pakistan to reach India. ;

I R v & e dean o affiE e FE F
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(b) What misery did partition between India and
Pakistan cause to the people 7

T A UTfehwrT & dzant & wer @t o fauty
et aEt?

. o Ans. The_ I?eople in India and Pakistan suffered from-
religious fanaticism, changed their residences and began

their lives a new. ' _
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() What did the writer do to get a feel of the pulse

of the nation ? i _
U1 g Wl AW * foC vrEen 3 4 et

Ans. At every station the writer walked the platform
and talked to the people. He talked about world affairs and
the events of those days. He heard the views of the people. In
;hilsi way he tried to know the real feelings of the people of

ndia. '
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" (2017, 19) .

by William C. Douglas ?

(2016)

(d) Why was the author highly impressed by the
conduct of the little girl in the lesson, ‘A Girl with a
Basket' ? ,

& ‘A Girl with a Basket’ ¥ ¢i@® SrEt-Ht a=at &
AR W AATh WwTfer Ft gean? ,

Ans. The little girl did not accept the gratuity and
returned it to the author with pride and grace like a lady.
When the author bought her basket she wiped her eyés and
smiled.

B T= A g W S i o 6 el R S U W

=it ¥ TE I A F e 38w 5 59 e ¥ I9E

ﬂﬂ?ﬁ@'@ﬁ?ﬁ%mﬁmﬁaﬁq%mﬁaﬂiwﬁaﬁl
(e) Describe in 3;our own words William C. Douglas’s
feelings about the girl with the basket. (2020 Z22)
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Ans. He said that this beautiful child-born in squalor
and poverty, uneducated in both grammar and manners had
given him a glimpse of the warm soul of India.
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() Why did the refugee children descend like
locusts on the writer ? o (2015, 16)
IR s fefEal & wu wiEs U al HeT o’

Ans. The writer, William C. Douglas was an American

‘and therefore rich. He could buy the articles of the refugee
. children with good price. That is why they descended on himr

]il'gé-locusts. .
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(g) What was the story told to the Prime Minister
(2013)
. faferaw wio STEH S YRS W @ FEE gAar

7. .

Ans. Douglas told the Indian prime minister the story
of nine year old refugee girl who was the fine representative
of India’s warm souls. . ‘
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(h) Who were these children, selling baskets ?

- (2016)
Srerfial S At A we @i 47
Or Who were selling the baskets and why ? (2018)
Zreftat @ A © & ol =i '

Ans. These were the refugee children who were selling
baskets to earn their livelikood. :
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() What was an average annual income of .an

agricultural family as given by William C. Douglas ?
_ : (2016)

@mwﬁmmmmﬁﬁm%
faferay o zwerd ¥ warar? ;



e of an agricultural family did
hundred dollars a year.
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Ans. The annual incom
1ot on the average exceed one

wwﬂﬁaﬁaﬁmﬁﬂ?m

& et 4l .
(i) Why did the writer William C. Douglas fall in

love with India ? ' ' (2018)
. P fafea Ho STEW @ I | YW N & ar?
Or What was the ultimate impression of Douglas about
" India and the people he saw in the villages as well as in
' - (2020 YB)

high offices ?
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_ Ans. Indians had diligence, self-respect, honour and
passion for their independence. So the writer William C.
Douglas fell in love with India and its high traditions..
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" Vocabulary Based Question
A 4

-Q. 5. Fill in the blanks in the following sentences
selecting the most suitable word from those

given within brackets: : 4
(@) The children selling baskets were sons and
daughters of these .....cccvvnreene 2, (2020 YA)
_(i_)lrefugees (ii) labourers ¥
(iil) peasants (iv} prisoners.
Ans. (i) refugees. .
. (b) The average ..ccocom.... labourer makes thirty

- cents a day or less than two dollars a week.

(2016, 2020 22)
(i) unskilled (ii) diligent ’
(iii) trained (iv) aggressive.
Ans. (1) unskilled. )

for a few annas.

(l:) I bought one tiny “.“ """""" (2012' 14)

i) fan (ii) cup

(1511)) ;encil @iv) basket.
Ans. (iv) basket.

d) The MOSt secseserssssesees )

: ) peautiful girl of nine right

aggressive vendor was a
in front of me.

(2013, 18)
i) beautiful (i1) _carefx_‘ee
(1?1)) dflﬂj;ent (iv) intelligent.
Ans. (iii) diligent. i f
g) The people of India have & .o or
(0 indepgndence. i (?011, 15, 17, 2020 ZV)
(i) hope (u) passion
(i1i) hatred (iv) gratitude.

Ans. (ii) passion. ; .
() That, no doubt is the reason these little children
.descended on me like ..........c.e. a (2010)
(i) clouds (ii) birds
(iii) locusts (iv) flies.
Ans. (iii) locusts.

(g) T was going as far as Bareilly ........ train. (2009)
© (i) buy (ii) by - (iii) bye (iv) bay.
Ans. (ii) by. ' 1

(h) She pleaded and begged in tones that would
", esmimr. any heart. (2015, 18, 2020 Z2)

- (i) affect (i1) wring
(iii) damage (iv) hurt.
, Ans. (ii) wring. . . L
(i) My arms were .....cccouenee and I had not spent fifty
cents. : ‘ (2016, 18)
(i) tied (i1) filled '

(iii) empty (iv) vacant.

Ans. (ii) filled. ;
(i) I'realized at once what ............ ILhad given. (2018)
(igl')) f.avmlltr © (i) reward

i) insu " (iv) offi 1
Ans. (iv) offence. o
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