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Comprehension Questions

Question 1. Who is the speaker ? What does the poem reveal about the speaker’s

character? IaT 19 g2 U Hiddl IadT S TN & fGUT A T SRR Bl 872

Answer: The poet himself is the speaker. The poem indirectly reveals the virtues of the
speaker’'s character. It seems that the poet himself is a humble, practical, optimistic, hard
working, disciplined and self confident man as he has appreciated these virtues and
inspires his readers to follow them.
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Question 2. “Keep your head” why would this be important ? What does Kipling
mean “to trust yourself when others doubt you"? RS GGE P T TG
g HEwIYUl Il g2 “¥a49 TR faYRT I o190 37 GRT 31T IR " B~ A Kipling
BT FIT 3T g2

Answer: It would be important to “keep your head” (be sensible) because when other
people may lose their peace of mind, we should be sensible, otherwise the problem will
become more serious. By “to trust yourself when others doubt you” poet means that
when others doubt us, we should not lose our self confidence. If we are sincere and
honest, we should trust ourselves without caring for others.
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Question 3. How does one make allowances for doubting? Why is this important ?
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Answer: One does this by keeping the balance of mind. The person should not lose his
temper. He should have self confidence. This is important to be successful in life. If one
keeps reacting everybody'’s point, one would not be able to concentrate on his aim.
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Question 4. Why does the poet recommend not looking “too good” or “talking too

wise”? Bfd “31fI® a1 1Y femmm a1 “3iftre gigu™ 18 a9+ &1 Jare i a1 82

Answer: The poet recommends not looking “too good” or “talking too wise” because
one should not try to show what one is not. People should be what they are. Instead of
it, people should have self confidence and strong will power.

B “HfH 3T A fam a1 31 gfad ™ 3 a7 (GfH ™ g &1 faarar 9 e &t
e STferd 3T © HfP i &) T &) 341 fa™ &1 vy ) R difed S a8
TRl 81 ATl b1 39 B fomT AR S 3 B &1 3T oog At § -y 9 -
EEINESERIEIRET

Question 5. According to the poet, why is it not good to make ‘dreams your

master’? ®fd & FHR ‘IGUI DI UAT WTHI" FAHT DT Y 181 87

Answer: According to the poet, it is not good to make “dreams your master?. Instead of
this, we should make efforts to turn our dreams into reality. We can never achieve
success just by dreaming. So we should make our sincere efforts to achieve success,
otherwise we will lose everything and will get only disappointment.
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Question 6. Is the poet actually talking about *triumph and disaster” or how a
person responds to those situations? What is he conveying here? &1 Pfd areaa A
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Answer: The poet is actually not talking about any triumph and disaster. He has used
these words symbolically. By triumph and disaster, he means fovourable or unfavourable
conditions. He means to say that we should always be ready to accept success and
failure equally. Neither we should be overjoyed at our success nor should feel shattered
at our failure.
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Question 7. Why does the poet say “Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it” ?
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Answer: The poet motivates his readers to make the best use of their time. We should
keep an account of every second of our life. If we make the fullest and the best use of
our time, our success is sure. Therefore the poet says, “Yours is the Earth and everything
sthat's in it". It means no one can check you from becoming a successful person.

BT 30 UIEH! Bl I THT HT AFIH YT B o URd Bl g1 §H 310 Siia— &
TS &0 & e W1 anfed | afe 89 3= Tvg &l aﬁvmwﬁﬂmﬂﬁ ar
AR Ahadt (Af3d g1 SUfd & Hedl §, I8 TuR TH ANl T I TRI 8
51 31 g3l fob Jre Whel BI- W bls a1 b Hepell|

Question 8. What does “unforgiving minute” suggest ? “Unforgiving minute” &1

SEICEG IR

Answer: "Unforgiving minute” suggests that we should keep an account of every
second of our life. We should make the fullest and the best use of our time. If we waste
even a minute of our time, it will not forgive us.
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Creative Writing

Question 1. Write an essay on Inspirational and motivational techniques. Use

appropriate imagery or figurative language. IRUMGA® T TUIRUGRS dh-1P]
TR T FAa=y faRed | seram=itedr an st TS &1 T s Rka |

Answer: Inspiration and motivation plays an important role in our life. It helps us in
achieving our goal. Samuel Smiles says, “With will one can do anything”. Some of the
inspirational and motivational techniques are as follows

o Care for others — Our genuine care about others inspire people to move ahead.

o Encouragement - If we encourage people in their tough times, they get inspired
or motivated.

« Share your own experiences - If we share our own experiences of good or tough
time, success or failure, people get inspired.

e Be a good communicator - Our effective communication inspires people to learn
things.

e Be enthusiastic — Only an enthusiastic person can inspire and motivate others.

e Be positive — Without positive thinking, no one can inspire others. The same way
no one can get inspired without positive thinking.

Virgil said-"They can because they think they can.”
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Short Answer Type Questions
Answer the following Questions in about 30 words each :

Question 1. What is the poet’s suggestion regarding being lied about and being

%:ted'?W%m'g;o'aﬁaﬁ'mxwﬁ?&aﬁ%mﬁﬁmwm

Answer: Some people may spread rumours about us. They may tell lies about us. They
may hate us. But the poet suggests us not to follow the policy of tit for tat. In turn, we
should neither tell a lie nor hate others.
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Question 2. Explain the phrase-not make thoughts your aim. oAl &t =T @ga
Hd SIS B AT HRA |

Answer: The poet here suggests us that we should not just keep on thinking and
thinking. Thoughts without action are meaningless. We should work to convert our
thoughts into our aim or reality. We should be practical. T8l Hid gH NEIE! oar g for g
b Tierd 3R T g1 81 Y81 TR | {51 Sexu & faaR Srigia €1 g 3 faeR) &
30 &Y 3faT RATdehdl H dGa o ford BT R Mgy | gH ATagINGD gl Al |

Question 3. Why does the poet say-nor lose the common touch ? Hf3 T HgdT 8-
T AN &A1Y JF=I (FHo) Hd difsd?

Answer: The poet motivates us to follow good qualities. He says that if we are in the
company of great men, still we should keep contact with the common people. And in
the company of common men, we should maintain our good qualities. ofd gl
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Word-meanings and Hindi Translation
Stanza 1:

If YOU CaN e, too wise; (Page 85) Word-meanings: keep your
head (P10 IR §8) = AHRI® FJa- SR G/ I8T1 blaming: (AT = Y TTH
doubt (S13¢) = TAE (AP) | make allowance (HP A3) = HI BT, WIDHR DA
lied about (SIS 3(aT3<C) = TR A% T Y dIcll| deal in lies (SId 3 ARH) = YS
SIATl don't give way to hating = E{Wﬁ@lﬁﬂﬂfﬁ &ﬂfﬂ@@ﬂﬂﬁﬂl
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SIed 81 3R Ofd G- ANT JHY YUl & &1, gH T el HRd a1 3R fhx ot eiftrer st
91 9 31 i 997 &1 f3arar 78t e | (@l g0 I8 31 901§ & 9obd ah) |

Stanza 2:

If YOU CaN oo wornout tools;(Page 85)

Word-meanings: triumph (¢Ig3{#p) = IS disaster ((SWRS) = SRAHAd], The |
imposters (SMREY) = YRATS | twisted (Re) = srfud ®u ¥ ufvafdd foan garm @re-
HIS R U b1 §3M | knaves (91) = TTelTeh SR | trap (CU) = SATe, S8 | stoop
(XU) = bend LHT ((here) (CIE'T) <G a1 g hY JhATl wornout tools (OI\II-I\&IIdC cevl) =
Te-F%g g i ufkem|

fg=} 3raTe-afe T WV ad g1 3R Wl &1 3T WTH 8] a1d 8 Tfe g Irad oY 3R
ORI &I 30T d&T (IE=Y) ol §91d 81 (Pad A I I HTH ol IadT, [aaRi &1 3=
&I T IRATGHdl H Fae & g BT ST aTfew); afe; fasrg 3R WRie/™ Ad gl
SRASTST BT FA HIT ¥ ad g (Faora & gHus & TR g1 3R Wrerg | fRrr 7 81m; afe
TH 3T T B GAT T HR Tabd 8l ol gHA B8 & adT Foraep! arares all gRT dls-mRIS
B T Al (@ ) B R e 99 & o B8l o I8T ©; (30 e §S 91 W
TSI | B qUT 37U a1d DI AfS Bis Rl ATt ¥ a1 wWrdawr dig-mRIs &R Uk Ht
o a9 it afe ga foafera 78T 81d 8)); SriaT gH S axgsfl & TS HId 9 ¢el §oM ¢’ Al




forar for qH= 3o Sita= ¢ feam @ feam) ik [ q iR Tres aut alked & SR 9
ST o (1 g 98/90l 7S §9 9hd &) |

Stanza 3:

If you can ..."Hold on"; (Page85)

Word-meanings: heap (—G‘TQ) =X winnings (ﬁﬁ’ﬁ) = IUAfSRT| pitch-andtoss dﬁ?{
TUS-21Y) = Udh UbR BT Wd forgH RigdhT Bheph sTolt ailTs Sildl g forgd gR-Sitd b1
ol ‘HITC[UT@T‘IT%I breath (3%[) = (here) W‘Cﬂﬁﬂﬂ:ﬂl nerve and sinew (-:d UUS
7)) = T wfed g =7 WA | will () = ST hold on (Bics 311H) = T G|
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Stanza 4:
If YOU CaN oo, my son! (Page 85)

Word-meanings: crowds (P13 S9l) = HIYRT T 3T A1 virtue (A=) = Ul count
(@T3UC) = U HRATI foes (BI) = | hurt (&:T) = dbdih, HF| unforgiving
(&qullﬁﬁ"'[) = &1 9 fHd ST g+ aTdT| minute (&F\IIE) = YHY, Ud, &UTl unforgiving
minute (SMBIRITAT fiFe) = ST THT BT UGUANT o] BT, THT I & el BTl yours
is the earth (@151 31 {3 31ef) = TH 3/ YT & ATt &9 911 811 ‘Man’ (@) = 3Mef
|
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Explanation with Reference to Context
Stanza 1:

If you can keep your head when all about you Are losing theirs and blaming it on you; If
you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, But make allowance for their doubting
too; If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, Or, being lied about, don't deal in lies,
Or, being hated, don't give way to hating, And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too
wise;

Reference: These lines have been taken from the poem 'If' composed by Rudyard
Kipling.

Context: In this stanza, the poet points out that by attaining some of the qualities in our
practical life, we can become successful in life.

Explanation: The poet says that when other people lose their peace of mind and blame
us, we should keep the balance of mind. When other people doubt us, we should
forgive them without caring for them. If we are true and honest. We should trust
ourselves. We should not care for the doubts of others. If we need wait, we should wait
peacefully. When people tell a lie about us, we should not tell a lie in turn. When other
people hate us, we should not do the same with them. We should not try to pose. We
should be as good and wise as we are. If we can practice it all, we will be successful.
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Stanza 2:

If you can dream — and not make dreams your master; If you can think — and not make
thoughts your aim; If you can meet with triumph and disaster And treat those two
imposters just the same; If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken Twisted by
knaves to make a trap for fools, Or watch the things you gave your life to broken, And
stoop and build them up with worn-out tools;

Reference: This stanza has been taken from the poem ‘If composed by Rudyard Kipling.

Context: The poet presents a realistic and noble picture of life before us. By following
some qualities we can certainly become successful.

Explanation: Here the poet points out that we should not waste our time in day-
dreaming, and in useless thoughts. We should work accordingly to turn our dreams and
thoughts into reality (aim). We should accept both success and failure equally. We
should not be overjoyed by our victories and totally disheartened by failures or troubles.
We should have strength to hear the truth. It means we should have guts to hear what
we have said, or what is presented wrongly by the dishonest people to trap (conspire
against) simple people. If the things (achievements) for - which we dedicated all our life,
get destroyed before us, we can bear it and regain them with the tools of our hard work
and determination then we will be noble people.
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Stanza 3:

If you can make one heap of all your winnings And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,
And lose, and start again at your beginnings And never breath a word about your loss; If
you can force your heart and nerve and sinew To serve your turn long after they are
gone And so hold on when there is nothing in you Except the Will which says to them:
“Hold on”;

Reference: These lines have been taken from the poem ‘If' composed by Rudyard
Kipling.

Context: In these lines the poet encourages us to face our losses or failures and to keep
up our determination.

Explanation: The poet says that if we pile all our things that we have gained and put
them on risk and if we lose them, if we start working again and don't speak even a word
for the loss; when we are physically and mentally tired even then if we can get
determined to work (again), in other words, if we maintain ourselves without getting
disappointed and if we have a strong will power to do anything, then we will be
successful.
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Stanza 4:

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, Or walk with kings — nor lose the
common touch; If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you; If all men count with you,
but none too much; If you can fill the unforgiving minute With sixty seconds’ worth of



distance run Yours is the Earth and everything that's in it, And-which is more-you'll be a
‘Man’ my son!

Reference: These lines have been taken from the poem ‘If' composed by Rudyard
Kipling.

Context: In these lines, the poet inspires us to follow certain qualities in our life which
are important to maintain balance in life and to get success in life.

Explanation: In these lines, the poet points out that if we mix up with common people,
we should keep up our good qualities (virtues). In the same way if we are in the
company of great men like kings, we should maintain contacts with the common men.
We should treat both common and kingly people equally. In such situation neither
enemies nor loving friends will hurt us. We should respect all without giving too much
importance to. anybody. We should make the fullest and the best use of every minute.
We should never waste our time. If we do all these things, success will be ours: Above
all, we shall become ‘Man’ in the true sense.
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