Lifelines of National Economy

Question [.
Why is trangportation necessary?
Answer:
Trangportation is necessary:
[ for the movement of goods and services from their supply location to demand location, i.e. to link production centres
with consumption centres.
2 for the movement of people from one region to the other.
3 for carrying out trade at all levels.
4 to supply goods, resources, ete. from the surplus regions to deficient regions.
5 for supplying relief measures to the regions where some natural calamities strike.
6 for transporting raw materials from mining regions and farms to the industries, ete.
Efficient means of transport are the prerequisites for economic development of a nation.
Question 2.
What do you understand by means of transport? Write three important domaing of the earth which are covered by them.



Answer:

Means of transport include all kinds of vehicles, trains, aeroplanes and ships. Means of transport are used for the movement of
people, goods and services from one place to another. Thege are developed on three important domaing of the earth, i.e., land,
water and air. Baged on thege, transport can also be classified into land, water and air trangport.

Question 3.
Today the world hag become a “global village”. Justify this statement.
Answer:
Today the world hag become a “large village” because of:
| efficient and fast means of trangport and
2 development of telecommunication and satellite communication systems.
These two functions, i.e. various meansg of transport and communication have reduced time and distance, have brought the world
closer and the physical distances have become meaningless. For example, now trading from local levels hag been extended to the
international level and even financial transactions can take place round the world in no time. All this has been made possible
because of efficient and quick means of trangport and communication.
Question 4.
“Modern meang of transport and communication serve ag lifelines of our nation.” Justify this statement by giving supportive
arguments.
Or
“Efficient means of transport are prerequisites for the fast development of the country.” Express your views in favour of thi
statement. (2016 D, 2014 OD)
Answer:
India ig well linked with the rest of the world despite it vast size and diversities because of efficient means of trangport and
communication. They are rightly called the lifelines or arteries of a nation because:
[ Economic development of a country depends on the well developed and efficient means of transport and communication.
2 They are indispensable for movement of people, goods and services from one place to another.
3 They have contributed to socio-economic progress in many ways by connecting far flung areas of the country.
4 They have enriched all agpects of our lives — social, cultural, individual and economic.
5 They promote trade, touriem and buginess thug adding value to the economy.
6 Trangport and communication have made possible international trade which is essential for every economy as no country
is self-sufficient in all resources.
7 Theylink areas of production with consumption, i.e. agricultural farms are linked to the markets and industries.
8 They help in the balanced regional development of a country.
9 They play a veryimportant role at the time of natural calamities, i.e., for providing relief measures.
[0 Deficient areag can obtain resourceg from the regiong of surplus, thereby making the interdependence among the regione
possible.
[l They have added substantially to growing amenities and facilities for the comforts of life.
Question 5.
Why do the movement of goods and services form one place to another require fast and efficient means of transport? E xplain
with examples.
Answer:
Transport plays an important role in the economy. Because of transport raw materials reach the factory and finished products
reach to the consumer. The pace of development of a country depends upon the production of goods and services ag well as
their movement over space. Today the world hag converted into a large village with the help of efficient and fast moving
trangport:
[ Good transport helps in quick carrying of raw materials from remote areas to the production centre and allows
digtribution of goods efficiently.



2 Transport helps in the development of communication. Various means of communication help us in interacting with other
people in all the parts of the world. [t has brought the world closer.

3 Trangport like railways helps us in conducting various activities like business, sight seeing, pilgrimages, ete.

4 Dipelines are used for trangporting erude oil and natural gas to refineries and factories.

5 Water provides the cheapest means of transport and is useful for international trade.

6 Air trangport provides the fagtest, most comfortable mode of trangport.

7 Thus, it is clear that there are many advantages of transportation and communication. These means help in the
development of the country. So they are rightly called the lifelines of a nation and its economy.

Question 6.
How are meang of trangport and communication complementary to each other? E xplain with three examples. (2013 OD)
Answer:

[ Trangport and communication establish links between producing centres and conguming centres. Trade or the exchange of
such commodities relies on trangportation and communication. Transport provides the network of links and carriers through
which trade takes place.

2 Dense network of roads, railways and airways connect the remote areas of the country hence help in production and
distribution of goods and services.

3 Advancement in communication system hag accelerated trade by carrying information all over the world quickly.

4 Good transport helps in quick carrying of raw material from remote areas to the production centre and allows distribution
of goods efficiently.

5 With expansion of rail, ocean and air trangport, better means of refrigeration and preservation, trade has experienced
spatial expansion.

Question 7.

E xamine with examples the role of means of transport and communication in making our life prosperous and comfortable.
Answer:

Trangport and communication have a major role to play in making our lives prosperous and comfortable:

[ Means of trangport provide seamless movement of goods and people and thus facilitate various economic activities.

2 Means of communication help in flow of information which is necessary for proper management of supply chain and
financial trangactions. Today, we are living in the age of communication, using telephone, television, films and [nternet. Even
books, magazines and newspapers are important meang of communication.

3 Various means of trangport and communication have reduced distances, bringing the world closer. Modern life is so
complex that one has to depend on others. The same is true of the countries as well. No country today can prosper without
the co-operation and assistance of others. This requires movement of goods and materiale between countries. Trade provides
us with our necessities and also adds to the amenities and comfort of our life.

4 Trangport like railways help us in condueting various activities like business, sight seeing, pilgrimage and trangportation
of goods over longer distances.

5 Water provide the cheapest means of transport and is useful for international trade. Air trangport provides the
fastest, most comfortable mode of trangport. Pipelines are used for transporting crude oil and natural gas to refineries and
factories.

Thus, means of transport and communication put life into a nation and its economy. Hence, they are called the lifelines of a
nation and its economy.

Question 8.
Name three means of land transport and write one advantage of each.
Answer:
Three means of land transport:
[ Roadways. They can be laid in any type of terrain and provide door to door service.
2 Railways. They can carry huge loads to long distances, therefore they are of great significance in the national economy.



3 Dipelines. These can be used for transporting liquid, gaseous and solid material to great distances at low cost.

Question 9.
Why ie road trangport more useful than rail trangport in [ndia. Give reasons. (2016 0D, 2013 D)
Or, “Roadways still have an edge over railways in [ndia”. Give reasons.
Answer:
Roadways score over railways:

[ Construction of roads is easier and cheaper as compared to railways.

2 Roads provide door to door service, thus the cost of loading and unloading is much lower ag compared to railways which
generally leave the people and goods at the destined railway stations.

3 Roads can negotiate higher gradients of slope and, as such, can traverse through mountainous terrain. But railways
cannot negotiate steep gradients.

4 Road transport is economical in transportation of few persons and relatively smaller amount of goods over short
distances.

5 Road trangport ig also used ag a feeder to other modes of transport. They provide links between railway stations, airports
and sea ports.

6 They link agricultural farms with markets and industries, thus linking rural and urban areas.
Question [O.
Name six types of roads according to their capacity.
Angwer:
Six types of roads:

[ Super Highways —Golden Quadrilateral, North-South Corridor and East-West Corridor.

2 National Highways

3 State Highways

4 District Roads

5 Other Rural Roads

6 Border Roads.
Question Il.
Write the characteristics of Super Highways, National Highways and State Highways.
Answer:
Super Highways:

| These are 6-lane roads built by National Highway Authority of [ndia (NHA[) under the Road Development Project
launched by the government.

2 The major objective of these roads is to reduce time and distance between the mega cities of India, especially the Golden
Quadrilateral, which links Mumbai-Delhi-Kolkata-Chennai.

3 Other important roads developed by NHAL are:

o North-South Corridor linking Srinagar in the North and KCanyakumari in the South and

o East-West Corridor linking Porbander in Gujarat to Silcher in Agsam.

National Highways:

[ These are the primary’ road systems which run in the North-South and East-West directions connecting all the states and
link extreme parts of the country.

2 These roads are laid and maintained by the Central Government,i.e., Central Public Works Department (CPWD) ag they
are of national importance.

3 The historical Shershah Suri Marg, now called National Highway No. 1, links Delhi and Amritsar and the longest highway
in the country ie National Highway No. 7 which links Varanasi and Kanyakumari.
State Highways:

[ Roads linking state capitals with different district headquarters are known ag State Highways.

2 These roads are constructed and maintained by State Public Works Department (PWD) in states and union territories



3 The expenditure or cost and maintenance of these roads is the responsibility of the respective state governments.

Question [2.
Differentiate between District Roads and Other Rural Roads?
Answer:
District Roads:
District Roads connect the district headquarters with other places of the district.
These roads are maintained by the Zila Parighad.
Other Rural Roads:
Rural roads which link rural areas and villages with towns come under this category.
These roads received special impetus under the ‘Pradhan Mantri Grameen Sadak Yojna’. Under this scheme, special
provigiong are made so that every village i linked to a major town in the country by an all season motorable road.
Question (3.
What are ‘Border Roads’? What is their significance?
Answer:
[ Border roads run along the land frontiers of our country in the northern and north-eastern border areas.
2 The Border Road Organisation (BRO) — a department of the Central Government wag egtabliched in {960 for the
development of border roads.
3 Their construction and maintenance i¢ the respongibility of the Central Government.
Importance of Border Roads:
[ These roads are of strategic importance.
2 They have increased the accessibility in areag of difficult terrain and have helped in the economic development of these
areas.
3 They are the supply lines for our jawang (soldiers) who guard our land frontiers.

Question (6.
What are the problems faced by road transportation in India? (2013 D)
Answer:
Problems faced by road transportation:
[ Theroad network is inadequate in proportion to the volume of traffic and passengers.
2 About half of the roads are unmetalled which makes them useless during rainy seagon.
3 The National Highways are inadequate and lack roadside amenities.
4 The roadways are highly congested in cities.
5 Most of the bridges and culverts are old and narrow.
Question 17.
Why ig the distribution of roads not uniform in India? Explain with examples. (2014 OD)
Answer:
[ Distribution of roads i not uniform in India due to different types of geographical features.
2 Moreover, the volume of traffic as well ag passengers also affects road networking in India. Roads are highly congested
in cities. Most of the bridges and culverts have become narrow, old and broken.
3 Some roads are metalled, that is well built with brick and cement and about half of the roads are unmetalled specially in
rural areas which makes them unaccessible during rainy seagons.

4 The regions with rugged terrain have steep roads with lots of hairpin bends.
Question [8.

Railways play an important role in Indian economy. Give supportive arguments.
Or

Explain the importance of railways as the principle mode of transportation for freight and passengers in India. (2015 OD)

[ Railways are the principal mode of transportation for freight and passengers in [ndia, as they link different parts of the



country.

2 They carry huge loads and bulky goods to long distances.

3 Railways make it possible to conduct multiple activities like business, tourism, pilgrimage along with goods
trangportation over longer distances.

4 Railways have been a great integrating force for the nation, for more than [50 years now.

5 They have been helpful in binding the economic life of the country and algo promoted cultural fusion.

6 They have accelerated the development of the industry and agriculture.
Question 19.
Describe the digtribution of railway network in India.
Answer:

[ The Indian railways have a network of 7,03 stations spread over the country.

2 Theroute lengthis 63,22( kms.

3 It has a fleet of 7,817 locomotives.

4 There are 5,321 passenger service vehicles.

5 The number of coach vehicles is 4904.

6 We have 2,28,170 wagons which run on the total rail track of ,08,486 kms.
Question 2.
Which factors affect the distribution pattern of the railway network in the country?
Answer:
Factors that affect the distribution pattern of railway network in India:

| Physical factors: The nature of terrain and the number of rivers running through the region will determine the density of
railway network in that region.
For example, mountaing, marshy, sandy and forested areag have sparse network whereag plain areag have dense network of
the railways.

2 Economic factors: Regions which have rich resources and are economically more developed have denser network of
railways in comparigon to the regions with low economic development.

3 Administrative factors: The administrative and political decisions also affect the distribution of railway network in a
region.

Question 26.
What are the problems faced by [ndian Railways?
Answer:
Problems faced by the Indian Railways:
Many passengers travel without tickets.
Thefte and damaging of railway property by miscreants.
People stop the traing and pull chaing unnecessarily that causes heavy damage to the railways and also causes delays.
Question 27.
Explain the improvements made by the [ndian Railways in its functioning. (2012 OD)
Answer:
[ Railways make it possible to conduct multifarious activities like business, sight-seeing, pilgrimage, trangportation of goods
and passengers.
2 [t accelerated the deployment of industrial and agricultural sector.
3 Konkan Railways along the west coast has facilitated the movement of passengers and goods.
4 Metro Rail, Mono Rail and Rapid metro systems are helping lakhs of people to commute everyday. Thege have helped in
eaging the traffic situation in cities like Delhi, Mumbai and Gurgaon.
5 The railways provide effective container service.



Question 28.
What are the advantages of pipeline trangportation?
Answer:
Advantages of pipeline trangportation:
[ Dipelines can transport liquids, gases and solids (in slurry form) to any distance.
2 DPipelines are used for trangporting erude oil, petroleum products and natural gas from oil and natural gas fields to
refinerieg, fertilizer factories and big thermal power plants.
3 Initial cost of laying pipelines is high but subsequent running costs are minimal.
4 [t reduces trang-shipment losses and delays.
5 Theycan be laid in any terrain and even through the water-bodies.
Question 29.
What made the location of inland oil refineries possible? Name any two inland oil refineries.
Answer:
Location of inland oil refineries was made possible because of pipeline trangportation which links them with oilfields.
[nland oil refineries are:
[ Barauni
2 Mathura
3 DPanipat.

Question 3.
Write four merite of waterways in India. (2014 D)
Angwer:
[ Waterways are the cheapest means of trangport.
2 Waterways are a fuel efficient and environment friendly mode of transport.
3 They are most guitable for carrying heavy and bulky goods.
4 India’s trade with foreign countries is carried from the ports located along the coast, and more than 95% of the country’s
trade volume is moved by the sea.
Question 32.
Mention any two inland waterways of India. Write three characteristics of each. (2017 D, 2011 OD)
Answer:
Two inland water ways are:
(A) The Banga river between Allahabad and Haldia:
Characterigtics:
The Inland Waterways Authority has declared this waterway as National Waterway No. I.
[ts total lengthis (620 km.
[t is one of the most important waterway of India which is navigable by mechanical boats upto Patna.
(B) The Brahmaputra river between Sadiya and Dhubri:
Characterigtics:
The total lengthis 891 km.
[t is declared as National Waterway No. 2.
[t is navigable by steamers upto Dibrugarh.
Question 36.
Write four merits of air travel. Also mention any two demerite of air trangport. (2012 0D, 201! D)

Angwer:
Meritg of air travel.



[ Air travel is the fastest, most comfortable and prestigious mode of trangport.
2 India is a vast country with wide variation in relief. Air transport can cover difficult terraing like high mountains of the
Himalayag, the Western Ghats, dreary deserts of Rajasthan, denge forests and long coastlines with great ease.
3 Air travel has made access eagier in the north-eastern part of the country, which is marked with the presence of big rivers
like Brahmaputra, dissected relief, dense forests, frequent floods and international frontiers.
4 At the time of natural calamities, relief measure and relief operations can be carried out quickly with the help of air
transport.
5 High value perighable goods can easily be exported or imported by airways.
Demerits of air trangport.
Air travel is very expensive and not within the reach of the common people. Air travel is very luxurious.
[t is adversely affected by bad weather conditions.

Why ie ‘touriem’ considered as a trade and industry in India? Give reasons in support of your answer. (2015 0D, 2014 D)
Answer:

[ Withincreage in the number of foreign touriste visiting India, we earned foreign exchange worth Re. 21,828 crore in
2004 whichis further increaging year by year making tourigm an important trade.

2 Over 2.6 million foreign tourists visit India every year for appreciating our heritage, our culture for medical purposes or
for business purposes, ete.

3 Over 15 million people are directly engaged in the tourism industry.

4 Tourism promotes national integration, provides support to local handicrafts and cultural pursuits.

5 Touriem algo helps in the development of international understanding about our culture and heritage.

6 Rajasthan, Goa, Jammu & Kaghmir and temple towns of south [ndia are the most popular tourist destinations. These
states earn huge sums of money from tourism trade.



