
 

1. Discuss the struggles faced by Nelson Mandela in 

his fight against apartheid. 

Sol.  Nelson Mandela's journey was fraught with 

struggles against apartheid, including 

imprisonment, oppression, and personal sacrifice. 

   

2. How did Mandela's imprisonment shape his 

leadership and vision? 

Sol.  Mandela's imprisonment became a crucible that 

tempered his resolve, shaping his leadership style 

and commitment to justice and equality. 

  

3. What lessons can we learn from Mandela's life and 

leadership? 

Sol.  Mandela's life teaches invaluable lessons on 

perseverance, forgiveness, and the power of 

collective action to bring about change. 

 

4. What did Mandela realise about his brothers and 

sisters? 

Sol.  Mandela realised that his brothers and sisters were 

not free in their own country due to their colour. 

The freedom of everyone in his society was 

curtailed. He joined the African National Congress 

and fought for the freedom.   

 

5. What does Nelson Mandela mean when he 

describes "an extraordinary human disaster"? 

Sol.  The white race's apartheid against the black people 

is described by Nelson Mandela as "an 

extraordinary human disaster." The coloured 

people of South Africa, to whom the country 

belonged, were robbed of their freedom by white 

people. Black people endured a long period of 

oppression. They were denied the ability to fulfill 

their responsibilities to their own families, 

communities, and nations. White people oppressed 

and imprisoned black people because they had no 

sympathy for them. What little freedom they did 

have was restricted. The black community was a 

slave society.   

6. How did Mandela feel about the black people who 

battled and gave their lives to ensure the nation's 

political independence? 

Sol.  Mandela consistently stated that the thousands of 

Black people who fought for political freedom 

made sacrifices in order to achieve it. It cannot be 

repaid, he said. He considered himself to be the 

culmination of all those African nationalists. He 

felt bad not being able to express his gratitude. He 

cursed the apartheid policy that caused centuries-

long harm to his nation's citizens.  

 He added that notable liberation fighters like Oliver 

Tambo, Walter Sisulu, Luthuli, Dadoo, Fischer, 

Sobukwe, and many others were born out of the 

brutality and oppression of the white people. They 

were the men from bravery, discernment, and 

generosity. They endured great suffering in order 

to preserve the nation's political freedom.  

 

7. What does Mandela mean when he says that both 

the oppressor and the oppressed have had their 

humanity taken away from them? 

Sol.  When Nelson Mandela says that both the oppressor 

and the oppressed have had their humanity taken 

away, he means that oppression dehumanizes 

everyone involved. The oppressor, by denying 

others freedom and dignity, becomes consumed by 

hatred, fear, and a false sense of superiority, losing 

their moral and ethical values. Similarly, the 

oppressed, who are subjected to injustice and 

cruelty, are stripped of their rights, dignity, and the 

opportunity to live freely. Thus, both lose their 

humanity—one by inflicting suffering and the 

other by enduring it—highlighting that true 

freedom can only exist when it is shared by all. 
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8. Could you elaborate on the responsibilities the 

author discusses and his emotions towards them? 

Sol.  The author of the chapter discussed two 

responsibilities that every man has. His first duty is 

to his spouse, kids, parents, and relatives. The 

second is in the direction of his nation and 

community. One must fulfil these responsibilities 

in order to be a social being.  

 However, in South Africa, a man who was black 

was not free to fulfil his responsibilities and would 

face consequences if he attempted to do so.  

 The author never gave such obligations much 

thought when he was younger, but once he did, he 

fought for the country's freedom and the right of its 

citizens to carry out their personal duties.  

 

9. Discuss the significance of freedom for humankind 

and its role in the advancement of humanism and 

civilization, as outlined in the lesson "Nelson 

Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom." 

Sol.  Because freedom is innate to all living things, 

everyone wants to live it, whether they are humans 

or other creatures. The person who has never 

experienced freedom is better able to appreciate its 

worth. A person who is restricted and unable to 

carry out his responsibilities without hindrance 

cherishes freedom above all else. Mandela, for 

example, is better aware of the value of freedom 

because he spent the majority of his life behind 

bars. Consider an animal or bird that is confined, 

although they are accustomed to living in complete 

freedom, their conditions in the cage are appalling. 

Similar to this, losing our freedom turns life into a 

hell. Civilization cannot flourish because it can 

only flourish when an individual is free. In a similar 

vein, humanism flourishes in an environment of 

liberty. 

10. In what ways did Nelson Mandela's life change as 

a result of his desire for his people's freedom? 

Sol.  Nelson Mandela was driven by his people's need 

for freedom throughout his entire life. He became 

a brave young man instead of a scared one. A law-

abiding attorney became a criminal due to the 

desire. A life-loving man became a monk, and a 

family-loving husband became a homeless man. 

Mandela was not only a selfless man, but he was 

also deprived of even a small amount of freedom. 

When he realized that his people were not free, he 

felt defrauded. He believed that he was a slave 

because his people were slaves. 

 

11. How did Nelson Mandela describe the scene of the 

inauguration? 

Sol.  Nelson Mandela depicted the inauguration scene 

with great enthusiasm. It occurred on a sunny and 

clear day, specifically on the 10th of May, in a 

Sandstone amphitheatre. The event was graced by 

the presence of numerous world leaders and 

notable figures. Mandela attended the ceremony 

accompanied by his daughter, Zenani. Initially, Mr. 

De Klerk was inaugurated as the second deputy 

president, followed by Thabo Mbeki as the first 

deputy president, and finally Mandela himself. The 

purpose of the ceremony was to officially install 

Nelson Mandela as the first black president of 

South Africa. The celebration reached its peak 

when jets released smoke in various colors 

representing the new South African flag. The 

significance of the day was underscored by the 

rendition of two national anthems. Mandela was 

deeply moved by the experience 
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